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The Dhammapada, a collection of 423 Pali
verses, is the second book of the Khuddaka-nikaya of
the Sutta Pitaka. It was the first complete section of Pali :
Tipitaka to have been translated into Nevari® and, as we |
shall see, it has recently been rendered into two other:

Nepalese languages. :
1)  The Dhammapada in Nevari:

The Dhammapada was first translated into Nevari by
Dr.-Indramana Baidya, and published by Sadhumana
Bhiksacarya in Calcutta in 1931. Ven. Amritananda ,
published a new and more readable translation in 1941; '
this edition, reprinted in 1949, 1976 and 1989, has
proved more popular. A complete translation into -
Nevari verse (kavya) by Satyamohana Josi was
published by Gabahala Jimoddhara Sangha, Lalitapura, .
in 1955. : -

The Dhammpada with the -accompanying commentary
from the Dhammapadatthakatha is now complete in
Nevari. The first Vagga was published by Ven.

fact derived from the word Nevara. Nevari books use up to
four dating systems: Buddhist Era, Nepal Era, Vikrama Era
and Common Era; in this article dates are given in the
“Common Fra. . o

3 Selected suttas, such as the Dhammacakappavattana, the

- Sigalovada and the Jivaka Suttas were published in Nevari
between 1925 and 1930 in the magazine Buddhadharma va
Nepalabhasa in Calcutta. (Until 1951 most books for Nepal °
were published in India because of severe restrictions in
Nepal). - s

(1R)
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Ramananda PmmmhlShuﬁn(hamﬂmﬁ'Thmn.mnlSﬁ'
Subodhakumara Singha Chaudhari Tharu.

Tamang is a Tibeto-Burman language spoken in
the Kathmandu area and middle hills throughout the
country. Like Tharu, it has almost no published
literature. The Dhammapada was translated into
Tamang by Lama Dharmaraja Tamang, General
Secretary of the Lama committee, Nepal Tamang
Ghedung (Sangha). :

Both Tharu and Tamang Versions were edited
in the same format by Bhiksu Mahanama ‘Kobida’ as
Trilingual editions (that is, accompanied by the pali text
in Nagari and a Nepali translation), with forewords by
Bhiksu Sudarsana, Vice President of the Dharmodaya
Subha. They were published by the Dharmodaya
‘Sabha, Kathmandu, in 2,000 copies each, in 1992.

The Dhammapada, whether in Nevari or Nepali,
is one of the most popular books among Buddhists :i
Nepal. It is hoped that it will become even mo: _
popular now that is has been translated into Tharu and
Tamang. _ :

: Wat Bovoranives, Bangkok
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