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BAISAKH PURNIMA

Baisakh Full Moon Day, the day of Lord
Buddha’s birth, Enlightenment and -Nirvana
(Passing away) is a day that calls for our
dedication to the service of the suffering

humanity.

Iord Buddha proclaims that the true
and perfect peace is possible only when we are
free from the deadly clutches of desires and
till there are desires we shall have to move on
along with the cycle of birth and death.

The Buddha teaches us that the greatest’
thing & man is after is Nirvana, the passing
&way into a state wheré there is no birth, no’
death and-where there is every thmg pOélthIO:
but: veid. _— S
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The preliminary steps to achieve this state
is to realise that nothing in this universe is
real and it is subject to change and a change
is but the index of sorrow. Then we are to
begin this austere life with the practice of five
precepts,

(1) Not to kill

(2) Not to steal

(3) Not to commit adultery

(4) Not to lie and

(5) Not to kill our consciousness by
alcoholic intoxication.

The holy five precepts are the foundation
of the basic tenets of Buddhism and they lead
us to the realisation of the basic nature of hu-
man life. Then comes the need of the practice
of eight precepts and they are besides these
precious five, not to sleep on an elevated bed,
not to indulge oneself in singing, dancing etec.
and not to take any meal after noon, The ten
precepts get two more precepts—Not to put
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on orpaments and not to touch money.

. The realisation of the Four Noble Tf‘uﬁh:s'

consequently leads us to the redlisation of the

Noble Eight Fold Paths. The Four Noble

Truths are that ' -
(1) there is sorrow =
(2) sorrow is suffering
(3) . sorrow can be ended )
(4) and the cessation of sorrow leads

us to Nirvana

And the Noble Eight Fold Paths are as
follows: — |

(1) Right view (2) Right Determination
(3) Right Speech (4) Right action (5) Right
means of livelihood, (6) Right effort (7) Right
Mindfulness & (8) Right concentration of mind.

In this age of personal ill-will and anger
and mutual suspicion and distrust, the teach-
ings of the Buddha form the basis of the world"
peace which the U,N, and the world statesmen
are so much after.
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On this auspicious day 2510 years ago, it
'was in Lumbini, a village in western Nepal
that Lord Buddha was born and as such
Nepal as the birth place of th> Buddha has
“been the object of reverence and pilgrimage.
But Kathmandu Valley had gone Budd-
hist even before the advent of Sakyamuni who
is the seventh one in the Buddhist hierarchy
of the seven Buddhas- Bipaswi, Sikhi, Visw a.
bhu, Krakuchhanda, Kanakmuni, Kasyap and
Sakyamuni. All these Buddhas are supposed
to have come to this celestial valley which was
some five thousand years before, a big;lake, It
was in this lake that a lotus flower with a
thousand petals appeared and above it an
eternal glow of light kept ever blazing. Legend
further tells us that this celestial light had
attracted the profound Buddhist scholar of
China Manjusri by name to visit this valley and
it was he who made this land inhabitable by
men by cutting away the lowest southern hills
tosend water, off Since then Manjusri also s
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taken to be one of the Boddhisattwas of the
Buddhist religious hierarchy. Later, s king
called Prachanda Dev came to visit this Glow
of Light blazing eternally over the thousand
petalled Lotus and he covered this light under
& Buddhist Shrine so that it may not be spuilt
in future. Since Swayambhu temple bas been
the holiest of the holy and the purest of the
pure for the world Buddhist Brotherhood. |

The Swyambhu Improvcmenkt Society is
observing the 2510th Buddha Jayanti on May
4th, 1966 with an exhibition of colossal ﬁgurei
the standing Buddha besides its usual progra-
mme of administration of precepts, worship
to bs conducted under special customs, and
the dyy-loag prayer and dance—-worship by
the traditional Bajrayan school. The Tibetan
Lamas will have their mcst colourful worship
in their traditional system.

The most ancient Buddhist Shrine as it
is, thousands of people from different districts
of Nepal throng in the temple site to partici-
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Programme
2510 th Buddha Jayanti Celebration
' X ey ‘
. Swayambhu
. 4th May, 1966 ¥

-

8 A, M, Buddha Puja: ¥
9 A. M. Offering Dana t.o Sammek Buddhas
in traditional Ba]ra. Yan Dance
-10 A. M. Offering food for the Buddhas
3 P, M. Recitation of Sutras; Bhaisajya Pan

Dan ( Offering midicines ) Al
7 P.M. Illamination with buttersfed lamps &
Mass Prayer. A .
E\m bitivn of Tdnkas and Standing Buddhas'
L 7 A= throuﬂh 9 P, M. o
Nepal Press ' ]
.
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