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| would like to express our warm welcome to His Excellency Ambassador
of India lo Nepal Shri Ranjit Rae and also like to express our gratilute
for his consenl be the Chief Guest of this one day seminar on
“Achievemenl and Challengers" of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal.

Aclually Nepal is "Janma Bhumi" of Lord Buddha and India is his Karma
Bhoomi' so we are very much greatful {o India Governmet and people
for lheir efforl on Preservalion’ proleclion and Promotion of Historical
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Buddhist Herilages like Bodhgaya, Samath, Kusinagar, which where declared
as ‘®#wfg @' by Lord Buddha himself and many more historical places.

Also, it is remarkable thal on 1944, Dharmodaya Sabha of Nepal was
established in Saranath. This Sabha played a vital role to strengthen.
Theravada Buddhism in Nepal on lhose days.
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Supreme Patronage of Bhikkhu
Sangha, Nepal

Dharmakirti Vihar Conservation Trust

Dignilares in the Dais,
Members of lhe Sangha and Dear friends,

| feel very privileged lo altend this

important programe organized on he special of golden jubilee of Dharmakirli
Vihar. | have my besl wishes for lhe seminar on the Theravada Buddhism.
| hope it will be extremely successful and lhe resull will help in great
understanding of messages of Lord Buddha. The philosophy of Lord
Buddha for peace and compassion has spread throughoul lhe world. In
conlemporary socielies, young people who are in disiress, unhappy with
their life are searching for more meaning of their life. Hence, people are
luming inlo lhe messages of love, peace and compassion of Lord Buddha.
All over the world interesl in the messages of Buddha is growing. | have
noliced in Europe and Easl- Asia, Vielnam, large numbers of young people
are altracled lo this universal message. Indeed more and more, people
are travelling to Nepal, Lumbini and India, Bodhgaya to understand the
teaching of Lord Buddha. For person like me who is (he not deeply devoul
or religious, two things are mostly atlractive of message of Lord Buddha.
First, this failh is based on rational lhoughl. This is one religion where Lord
Buddha himself said "nol lo accepl what | am telling you direclly, firsl lest
and experience in your life, lhen only decide whether lo accept il or not,
like a person who deal wilh gold tesl” This is such a powerful message
and extremely allraclive message in presenl days. The second mosl
importanl message is for diplomat like me who are involved in negotiation
and compromise and prevenling conflicl, lhe message of Middle path is
especially importanl. The message is-aboul not to go for extremes bul lo
find a middle way. It is the way hat you achieve through compromise
through consensus. As Prime Minister of Nepal had often said in lhe conlext
of constiluent making lhrough give and take. So ! think lhis message of
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Buddha is very powerful which stales— nol to go for extreme points of view
bl lo find a commen ground for compromise. This is whal democracy is
ztoul. It is very inleresting all of us think Democracy is weslern notion or
concepl. Aclually this whole nolion cr concepl of democracy was pracliced
in 3uddhisl Sangha where leadership of Sangha was elecled. So, messages
lixz these should be spread and lhis shows conlemporary relevance of
Buddhist lhoughl to our lime, lo our society. | am very happy lo have
opaortunily {o participate in this important event.

I '~ant lo mention here, wo of the other things aboul india Nepal refalionship
ir :he contex! of Buddhism. All of us know aboul ancienl connection of
Janaki of Janakpur wilh India. All of us know great link between India and
Nepal forwarded by Lord Buddha. As (he previous speaker said Buddha's
Janmabhumi was Nepal and karmabhumi was India. So how can we bring
these two countries togelher in this basis is the maller of concern. We have
been very much to measure this inciden! afler the visil of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last year. First initiative is to enable all the pilgrimage who
visit Bodhgaya also lo be able 1o Iravel lo Lumbini or those pilgrims who
visi: Lumbini also to lravel without any difficulty lo Bodhagaya, Kushinagar,
Sarnath and olher places. Whal we are rying lo do is lo inlegrate belween
pilgrimage cenlers in Nepal with lhose in India and facilitale movemenl,
problem free lravel. so thal pilgrims who come from all over lhe world (0
inifia can visil Lumbini. In his cortext Tourism department, Tourism
enlrepreneurs and others are gelting together and we are lrying to improve
the: nfrastruclure in border area. Those of you who have travel to Lumbini,
Sarnath must be aware lot of work is needed. This is he firsl initialive whal
we call sister cily. Here we have made agreemenl between city of Lumbini,
birth place of Lord Buddha and city of Bodhagaya where he received
enlightenment. So we want o bring Lumbini and Bodhgaya togelher and
deverlop program lives lo link Lhese two sisler cilies. | am very happy
lo hear from Buddhisl community of Nepal your ideas on how we can bring
these lwo cities closer. So these are lwo importanl iniliatives.

Government of India is working with Governmeni of Nepal. | hope in future
we would enable much stronger interaction between our lwo couniries
lhrough Buddhism. It is not only about religious tourism but much more
imgcrant is the share of common message of Lord Buddha which 1 think
is critical in present day's trouble world where is so much conflicls and
intolerance in many part ol the world. People want lo focus on the message
of the: middle palh, compromise, of negolialion. The world will be the betler.
So | wanl to thank all of you once again for giving me opportunity to share
some of thoughts wilh you. { wish the seminar will be greal success. Thank
you

»
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