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TWO WORDS

The Dhammapada occupies a distinct place in the religious
literature. The three Pitakas are Vinaya, Abhidhamma anhd
ta. The Dhammapada is tae second book of the minor collection,
1ddakanikaya of the Sutta pitaka (The Basket of Discources).
1 Buddha preached the Dhamma for forty-five years since his
ightment and until his Mahaparinirvana (expiry). The
':mmapada contains the quitessence of the very whole Dhamma
ich the Buddha preached within this period). It consists of 423
ses arranged in 26 Vaggas or chapter.

The gems of truth embodied in each Verse of the
mmapzda aptly illustrate the moral and philosophical Teachings
ie Buddha. The fundamentals of Sila (purification of bodily
ities), Samadhi (Concentration of mind on the right path), and
zya (Knowledge of four noble truths) and Nirvana
ightenment) are presented in Dhammapada in a systematic
hmic) manner with clear (interesting) examples. Reading the
es of Dhammapada, one can feel peace and harmony. The eternal
om embodied in the Verses of Dhammapada holds within it the
itial to bring tranquility to men and women troubled by the stress
.onflict in life, disharmony and distress.

The Atthakatha is a detailed and deep interpretation of the
aka. The interpreters and the writer of Atthakatha have given
led explanation of the related stories of the present and past
:nce of each of the Verses (Buddha's teaching) and the fruit
d by the listeners.

initially, the Atthakatha was transcribed in scripts in Sri
s. The credit of propogating Pali Atthakatha to the Buddhist
| goes to Acharya Buddhagheosha, born in India, around the
:ntury. After completing a thorough study of the Tipitaka
thism) in India, the Scholor visited Sri Lanka. There he translated
hole Atthakatha into pali language. It took him 30 years to
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complete this task. After completing this huge project, he retumed
to his home country to visit his venerable teacher Sangha
Mahanayaka Rewat Mahastharvir, bringing along with him the
translated Pali Atthakatha.

In the Dhammapada Atthakatha, the original stories out of
which the Verses stem are interpreted in two'ways. In some stories,
the fortunate ones who are biessed with good deeds during their past
existence have the opportunity to listen to the sermons of the
Enlightened One and get to purify mind with the knowledge of the
Four Noble Truths and the Eight Noble Paths of purification. In
other stories for those who have the potential but not having an
opportunity to meet the Buddha, the Buddha himself finds a way
extending six-coloured rays (@aor-7¥30) to bless them. The Lord's
instructruction enable them to purify themsesves and attain
Arhatship (the highest level of purification) and Nirvana.

The contemporary Bhikkhus, Bhikkhunis (Monks and nuns),
Shramaneras (Young monks who are not yet ordinated as a Bhikkhu),
Paribrajakas (Non-Buddhist preachers) gods, laymen, royal families
and non-human beings (creatures) of Buddha's life time used to create
difficult circumstances and problems. The Buddha's way of tackling
them is significant and appreciable Metta (Loving kindness), Karuna
(Compassion), Mudita (delights) and Upekkha (Equanimity) were
his tools.

Blessing with a boon to a devotee or torturing with a curse to
the opposite ones — these two self-oriented deeds are not the tradition
of the Buddha. Instead, the Buddha always blessed them with love and
kindness and guided mankind to the right path. He would give example
of events of their present life and their past existence as well.

People who commit evil deeds are unaware of the consequence
at that moment. Even the Ariyas (those who have attained the levels
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alightment) must suffer the consquence of their past evil deeds.
Dhammapada-Atthakatha raises awareness about what Buddha
about 'Kamma and Kammaphala' (The law of moral causation).

The present work of Dhammapada-Atthakatha is an attempt to
ent noble utterances of the Bnddha. I have expounded the stories
:ed to each verse to whom, when and where the Buddha stated
e sacred Verses.

I have also given some appropriate Titles and sub-titles to
e stories. A translation of each Verses is repeated at the end of
tory. Additionally, I have also quoted how many persons attained
rga-phala (path and fruit of purification) from these edification.

I have been reading Dhammapada since my childhood. But
, the knowledge was limited to Pali Verses and its meanings.
n then sometimes it used to be a healing medicine for my
erings due to the expiry of my parents. Sometimes it used to be
a well-wishing friend (Kalyan Mitta) for me. During deep
itation, I feel as if the Buddha was uttering the Noble Verses in
t of me.

Dhammapada-Atthakatha (Part-1) consists of 32 Verses
tal of this total, 20 Verses are from "YamakVagga' (Twin Verses)
12 Verses are from 'AppamadaVagga' (Mindfulness).
mmapada-Atthakatha (Part-2) consists of 27 Verses in total,
hich 11 verses are from 'CittaVagga' (Mind) and 16 Verses are
| "PupphaVagga' (I'lowers). Dhammapada-Atthakatha (Part-3)
ists of 30 Verses in total, 16 Verses are from 'Bal Vagga'
iIs) and 14 Verses are from 'Pandit Vagga' (The Wise)

Dhammapada-Atthakatha (Part-4) consists of 39 Verses
tal; 10 Verses are from 'ArahantaVagga' (Aragat), 16 Verses
rom 'Sahassa Vagga' (The Thousand) and 13 Verses are from
1aVagga' (Evil).
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The present book on Dhammapada-Atthakatha (Part-5)
consists of 38 Verses in total; 17 Verses are from 'Danda Vagga'
(Punishment), 11 Verses are from 'Jara Vagga' (Ageing) and 10
Verses are from 'Atta-Vagga' (self). The contemporary events of
the Buddha's life time and the stories of past existence related to
these events are also included.

My references for this book are mainly '"Dhammapada-
Atthakatha' translated into Nepal Bhasha by Venerable Aniruddha
Mahasthavira and 'Dhammapada-Atthakatha' in Pali publisked by
Vipassana Research Institute, Igatpuri and 'Dhammapada-
Atthakatha' translated into Hindi by Swami Dwarika Das Sastri.

I must regard my heartfelt thanks to Mr R.B. Bandya who,
upon my request, wrote a few words to the contents of the book in a
scholarstic language quoting various Dhammapada Verses.

The Buddha dedicated forty-five years of his life visiting
villages, towns, nations to disseminate his sermons for the welfare
of mankind. The Dhammapada-Atthakatha explains the scared
message of the whole Dhamma profounded by the Buddha during
these forty-five years.

May the people travel the path of righteousness and virtue
towards the ultimate goal of Nirvana.

"Chiran Titthatu Saddhammeo."
(May long last the Dhamma !)

945/32, Lekhnath Sadak,

(Kumari Galli, Naya Bazar), — Miss Nani Maiya Manandhzr
Kathmandu, Nepal.

2008, September 25,

Tel. [977] (01) 4-358993, Mobile : 9841761773
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