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Speech by

Bhikkhu Ashwaghosh Mahathero
Upasanghanayak (Deputy Chief) of
All Nepal Bhikkhu Association

Honorable Mr. Chairman of this Conference,
Venerable Monks and Nuns !
Ladies and Gentlemen !

| am happy to participate in this first
conference on Changan Buddhism in this
historical city of Xian, China. On this occasion,
on behalf of Nepalese Buddhist, | would like
to greet the a participants of this meaningful
gathering and wish every success of this
conference.

Looking back the history of the friendly
relation and cultural contact between Nepal
and China, Buddhism becomes the earlier
linkage which brought out peoples of two
contries together. At present, Buddhism is a
world wide religion of world wide accepted
teachings. History tells that Buddhism was
originated in Nepal and India but it later
flourished in China  with  distinct
characteristics.

3R Ygfay @reer P T AQ iy S
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Changan Buddhism is one of the school
of Buddhism developed in China. Through
inter—cultural communication with north—
eastern Asian countries and also in South Asia,
Changan Buddhism has left significant impact
and also on global Buddhism as whole.

While going through the history, FaXian
was a Buddhist monk who in the 5" century,
provided written informations to the Chinese
people about the birth place of Shakyamuni
and translated Buddhist scriptures into
Chinese arfter making pilgrimage to Lumbini,
Kapilavastu and Ramgram. In the same
century, Buddha Bhadra of Shakya dynasty
in Kapilvastu, who was a great scholar monks
at that tifme, visited China and translated
Buddhist scriptures into Chinese. These two
scholars Jointly translated many Buddhist
scripture. Now, they are not only regarded as
the pioneer of Nepal—-China Buddhist relation,
but also great contributors to develop the
Chagan Buddhism in China.

While taking into account ofthe hisrorical
ties between China and Nepal on the basis
of Buddhism, we can not forget the great
Buddhist Scholar, Artist and Architect,
“Araniko”, who came to China on the invitation
of Chinese Emperor. “Araniko” though he

Fefry @ Fram T A Sy o 33
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was borned in Nepal but spent his most of
his life time in China spreading Buddhism,
making great Buddhist Stupas, Pagodas.
Still now, we can see grand Pagodas in
Beijing by “Araniko” .

This history tells, there was a deep
Buddhist inter—relationship between China
and Nepal and Nepalese Buddhist Scholars
had some roles to develop Changan Buddhism.

But now, | hope, we have to see into
new dymension of contact between the
Changan Buddhism in China and Buddhist
practice in Nepal. we have to see how we
can go in an integrated way, to make this
world a better and peaceful place to live and
materialize the Buddha's message or
teachings of peace and harmony.

In the context of today, -there is a
competition for piling up of dangerous arms,
escalating destruction, terrorism, extremism
and separatism from another side are
threatening to the peace and stability of the
world. We, at this moment, have a great
challenge to show to the people of the world
the relevant of Buddha’s teachings to seek
the peace, avoid confronation, ensure unity,
solidarity, brotherhood, harmony and
happiness among all the people.

3% efay @ fAam T &0 Sy 9 w1
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Now, there are everywhere conflicts,
sufferings, and difficulties because of the
lack of Right understanding and right attitude
among us. There is lack of mutual
understanding and sense of cooperation.
There is lack of self evaluation. We hesitate
to accept our own faults. All these lead of dis-
harmony, conflicts and tensions. The other
major obstacle for peace is lack of true love
and compassion which leads to communalism,
hatred and divisions among humankind.

Another cause of dis-harmony is wide
spread poverty and unequal distribution of
resources. Buddha has said that poverty is
the main cause of social evils and crimes. In
this context, | would like to praise to China,
you have been successful to conquer poverty
inthelast3,4 decades. | amseeing prosperous
China one after another during my visit in
1956, 1959, 1998. Your economical prosperity
has been great lesson for the whole world.

Buddha lived a life of and has given us
the message of cultivations right
understanding and respect for each other,
love and compassion for fellow beings and
contributing and sharing for a just and
equitable society.

Here i bring the Buddha's emphasis;

Yzfay @ Frame T AT Sy 9 s Y
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Buddha emphasizes bothe spiritual and
economical development simultaneously. They
should be well balanced. China seems quite
sensitive to this issue, here people of China are
trying their best on spiritual development. The
conservation and development of Buddhist
historical sites in Tibetan autonomous region
and in other parts of China are taking place. The
number of world cultural heritage sites in China
are increasing. Recently Wuthan San is also
enlisted as a world heritage site by UNESCO.

We Buddhists of the world are proud to
see preservation, promotion and development
of Buddhism and Buddhist heritages in
modern China.

Nepal Stands firmly on ‘one-china
policy’ and opposes any kind of separatism.
We Nepalese people like to see flourishing
China both on the development and spiritual
aspects.

| hope this conference would be proved
to be worthy for all participants and also to
the whole world. At last, | would like to thank
the organizers of this conference on “Changan
Buddhism” which provided me an opportunity
to know more about the Buddhism in China.

May all beings be happy !

Thank you ! Saddhuvad ' m
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