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An Obituary
Venerable BhikkRhu Sumangala Mahasthavir
A monk who modernised Buddhism in Nepal

- Bhikkhu Sugandha
Brunel University, UK.

VENERABLE BHIKKHU SUMANGALA MAHASTHAVIR (1930-1999), who
played a prominent role in teviving and developing Theravada Buddhism in Nepal, has died at
the age of 68. With his unique charismatic personality he was well known amongst both national
and international Buddhist communities. As well as performing normal duties such as giving
Dhamma talks and performing rituals, his contribution towards Buddhisteducation, meditation
teaching and social welfare were both remarkable and impressive. This greatly helped the initial
stage of Theravada renaiksance in Nepal. His skill in fund raising to complete various
development projects relating to Theravada Buddhism in Nepal was also phenomenal.

Venerable Bhikkhu Sumangala was born on March 30, 1930 into a Newar craftsmen
caste, Silpakar, in Ikhalakhu (also called Jombaha) of Patan to Mr. Kajilal and Mrs. Krishna
Kumari Silpakar. He was the middle son among 5 sons and 2 daughters. He was named Bhakta
Krisna Silpakar at his birth, but was better known to his friends and family as 'Mabhilakaji' which
means ' the middle one'. In his early days three of his brothers died so he was brought up with
his remaining younger brotger and 2 sisters.

The hereditary prof¢ssion of the family was carpentry, but his father chose not to follow
that profession and instead followed another craft - that of making ornaments from rhino's skin.
Venerable Sumangala, unusually, being the eldest son, was not taught to carry on the family
business by his father. Instead he worked as a chef for some Rana families who were automatic
ruler of the country at that time. His loyalty and culinary skill endeared him to his employers
and he became the most favpured employee of the Rana family often accompanying them on
their hunting trips. At the time the Ranas lived in the Babar Mahal palace in Kathmandu and
working with the ruling class of the time broadened both his knowledge and social connections
which became invaluable in later days.

Although he was doing very well with his job with the Ranas, his inner thirst was totally
different. He was very interested in Theravada Buddhism which was just in its initial phase of
its renaissance in Nepal. He began to go to the sermons delivered by Buddhist monks at
Srisumangala Vihara which is not so far from his home in Patan. As a young man, having
completed his high school in Nepal, his interest in Buddhism and thirst for adventure led him
to travel to Sri Lanka and Myanmar ( Burma). His linguistic skill was outstanding and he learnt
language of all the countries he visited . In Sri Lanka he completed his Bachelor Degree in
Buddhist studies from Vidyalankara University, still as a layman.
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In 1956, Nepal was hosting the fourth World Fellowship of Buddhists (WFB)
conference when Venerable Sumangala as Mr. Bhakta Krishna was still in Sri Lanka. He was
then requested by Prof. G. P. Malalashekar, the founder president of WFB, to go back to help
the conference organizer in Nepal. After the conference, he then went to Lumbini, the Buddha's
birthplace in southern Nepal to work with Venerable Mahanama who was the manager of
Lumbini preservation project at the time, While he was working at Lumbini he was offered a
scholarship by Burmese Buddha Sasana Council to study Buddhism in Myanmar.

In early 1959, he left for Myanmar and it was here he finally decided to give up his
household life. The 29 th March 1959 was considered the auspicious day for him to be ordained
as a novice (Samanera) and this was done at the World Peace Pagoda Vihara,, Yangon
(Rangoon) by Venerable Bhadanta Nyanuttara Sayadow. He was then renamed as Samanera
Sumangala. Having trained as a novice for four months. he was then given higher ordination
(became a Bhikkhu) on 2 nd August 1959 under the preceptorship of Venerable U. Lakhan
Sayadow at Sein Ma Ma Kyaung Vihara, in Mawlamyine, Myanmar. Having studied
theoretical Buddhism for sometimes, he then became deeply interested in meditation and at the
Sasana Yeikta Meditation Centre, Yangon, under the guidance of the most Venerable Maha Si
Sayadow, the most prominent meditation teacher of Myanmar at the time, he learnt to practice
an intensive Vipassana technique.

From Myanmar he went on to pursue his educational career in Japan where, in the
sixties, he earned his Master Degree in Buddhist Philosophy from Rissho University. Now he
notonly spoke the language of the three Buddhist countries he had studied in, but his knowledge
of English was also exceptional. His training in such a variety of Buddhist traditions, from the
traditional schools of Sri Lanka and Myanmar to the more modern tradition practiced in Japan,
gave him a far fuller knowledge than one having practiced in only one country and in one
tradition. However, although he studied Mahayana Buddhism whilst in Japan, he was not
influenced by it, holding on to his belief in Theravada Buddhism and giving teachings himself
whilstl there. His travel not only was educational, but also enabled him to broaden his field of
contacts so that, through Japanese Buddhists, he was able to raise huge financial support for
his numerous development projects of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal.

Venerable Sumangala went back to Nepal in the early seventies and began to put
together all his knowledge and experiences for the development of Theravada Buddhism. On
his return he stayed Gana Maha Vihara, a Buddhist monastery in Kathmandu where he started
his missions to develop Theravada Buddhism in Nepal. In the early seventies, he started
meditation classes at the Gana Maha Vihara in Kathmandu. This became so popular and
successful many other meditation centres in Nepal were eventually built. He himself developed
a Meditation Retreat Centre at Pranidhipurna Maha Vihara, Balambu which lies about 10 kms
southwest of Kathmandu. This consisted of small individual huts with modern facilities for

people from Kathmandu to get away from all the stress and worry of normal life and seriously
practice meditation in quiet surrounds.

In 1985, he then started to build and International Meditation Centre at Sankhamol in
Kathmandu. He was able to raise funds from many sources and countries. The main financial
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help in the beginning was from Thailand and Japan. The centre has many small individual r.ooms
with a huge meditation hall for common use with all modern facilities. The centre developed
very well and still serves the purpose for meditation practitioners to this day. Now the centre
runs meditation courses throughout the year both for adults and children. Meditation developed
to be one of the most effective tools of Theravada renaissance in Nepal.

During the seventiés Venerable Sumangala started Buddhist Saturday (Saturday is the
Nepalese equivalent to weekend) school at Gana Maha Vihara, in Kathmandu. The school was
very successful and by far the most popular. This also showed him the importance of giving
children Dhamma instruction at an early age and in consequence he built and established a
Buddhist kindergarten named Siddhartha Sisu Niketan within the compound of Gana Maha
Vihara. Later the school moved to Buddha Vihara where venerable Sumangala settled
permanently. The Kindergarten is still operating successfully . With further emphasis on
education he also set up a Buddhist Library in the Gana Maha Vihara, the first of its kind in
Nepal.

|
As well as the educational opportunities he offered people, he also won their hearts by

running a free health clinic jn the monastery every weekend. It was called the Buddha Sasana
Sewa Samiti which means The Committee of Buddhist Welfare. The work was not confined to
the monastery. He also sent his team of a doctor and his assistant supplied with medicines to help
people, free of charge, livirjg in the various slums of Kathmandu - in the name of Theravada
Buddhism. His social work mission was so successful that eventually he was unable to keep up
with the number of patients applying for help.

With wide international connections enabled him to prepare for the future generations
of Theravada monks in Nepal and to this end he ordained several young Nepalese men and sent
them to train and study in Buddhist Universities in Thailand. Likewise, he also sent some
Nepalese young men and women to study Buddhism in Japan.

On the line of Buddhist social welfare, Venerable Sumangala also started the project
of building a Buddhist guest house for pilgrims from foreign countries in Gana Maha Vihara
and later in Buddha Vihara in Kathmandu. This not only helped in the exchange of views with
other Buddhist cultures but also strengthened international links which was very important
during the process of the Theravada Renaissance in Nepal.

In 1979, he established a new Buddhist monastery off the exhibition road in the central
Kathmandu. Simply named Buddha Vihara it became one of the most modern Buddhist
monasteries at the time. Later, with its central location and modern facilities it served as the
Theravada Buddhist Centre of Nepal. From this monastery he ran several projects relating to
the development of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal until he died.

Having dedicated his whole life for the cause of Buddhism in Nepal,in the later stage
of his life, he initiated a new,project of Buddhist social welfare. He built a Buddhist Home for
the Aged at Benepa, about 25 kms east of Kathmandu in 1993. He was just able to complete all
construction work before his demise and was waiting for its operation to run.
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Relating to social welfare, he also served as a co-ordinator and advisor of the Nepalese
chapter of SI Mi Kyo a Japanese healing system established in 1976. Si Mi Kyo has several
centres throughout Nepal and under the supervision of Venerable Sumangala, completed the
construction of their headquarters in Kathmandu in 1997.

Throughout his life he was able to develop and established several Buddhist
monasteries and centres. He is one of the few Nepalese monks who had traveled abroad
extensively and frequently participated in different Buddhist and inter-religious conferences.
Amongst the countries he visited are : India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia, Philippine, South Korea, Japan, People's Republic
of China, Mongolia, Soviet Republic, France, Belgium and the United States of America. So
experienced was he in travelling abroad that he organized and led numerous pilgrimages which
enable Nepalese Buddhists to see and experience first hand these developed Buddhist countries.

He held numerous responsible positions in several national and international Buddhist
and religious organisations. To name a few, he was the Founder Director of Asian Conference
on Religion and Peace (ACRP) and member of World Conference of Religion and Peace
(WCRP) . Likewise he was a member of Asian Buddhist Conference (ABC). At national level,
he was a vice president of Dharmodaya Sabha, the national Buddhist society of Nepal and
Nepalese (WFB). He was also an executive member of All Nepalese Bhikkhu Association. In
addition to those positions he was fully responsible for Buddha Vihar where he was the abbot
and the principal-founder of Buddhist kindergarten.

Venerable Sumangala was a preacher too as people loved to listen his sermons. He had
also published a book in English titled 'Buddhist Meditation and an Introduction to Meditation'
and few Buddhist articles.

Leaving behind his legacy of work for Buddhismin Nepal, he passed away peacefully
at Buddha Vihara, in his own monastery on the 6 March 1999. His demise is a great loss for the
development of Buddhism in Nepal. However, his contributions and dedications towards the
case of Buddhism in Nepal will be in hearts of Nepalese Buddhists forever.

Finally, I must say that Iam very grateful to have been his disciple. I am very grateful
to him for having ordained me and having sent me to study Buddhism in Thailand. Only through
his compassion and encouragement have I been able to achieve so much in my life. I pay my
tribute and highest respect to Venerable Sumangala, my deeply respected teacher. May he attain
Nibbana.
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CONDOLENCE

- Rajeev

As far as I know and told by my parents and elder once, my Bhante Baa was a
man who always had a view to achive a kind of goal to become a successful follower
of lord Buddha and I think he won the goal by his good deeds.

I'still remember that when I was small whenever he comes home he always bring
something for me. Since I am the youngest among my brother and sister's. Due to this
lovely behaviour I have a great respect towards him. And now when he has gone far
away to gods place I realise that everyone must leave this world lefting all the relations
behind. So, I promise that;I will always remember my Bhante Baa and miss him ever.
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Aferen fdazor RISSHO UNIVERSITY

2.16, 4-CHOME, OSAKI. SHINAGAWA-KU (No. 232 ).
TOKYO, JAPAN

Mr. . F.
Official transcript of the record of Miss- _Bhikkhu _ Sumangala Sex: M.
Mrs. (Last) (First)
Date of birth: March 30, 1930 Nationality : NEPAL
(Month) (Day) (Year)
Matriculated __year class, Course: __M. A Department : Buddhism
Entered from  4/10, 1970  Witidrew- 3/20, 1972  Degree received: Master of Art
T T T T Graduated {izpectancyy.
COURSE TITLE |cr.|Gr. COURSE TITLE cr.|Gr.

Buddhism, Exercices in, (1)
Buddhism, Exercises in, (2)
Buddhiem, Exercises in, (3)
Buddhism, Exercises in, (4)

> & & &~ b
» o = >

Buddhism, Exercises in, (5)

Buddhism, Exercises in, (6) 4 |B
Philosophy in Oriental, 4 |B
Special Lectures on (1)

Philosophy in Oriental 4 |A

Special Lectures on (25

NOTE: A...Excellent(100-80), B...Good (79-70), C...Fair(69-60),Pass, D...Poor (below 59)Failure

I certify that all of the above statements taken from the Original Academic Record Book
are correct and complete.

SIGNATURE TITLE President DATE

S, Sugaya
i Rissho University 3/28, 1972
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Reg No:- 89/050/51

BUDDHIST HOME FOR THE AGED
(Est-Sep. '93)

Buddha Vihara, Bhrikuti Mandap, P.O. Box: 993, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: 226743; 226702
Fax: 977-1-226702

Y @¥ AT AR T TG, DAE: oo

Ref. NO. ....cocoevvinnnne
wERTAN G gqri g=AY sy, I9fed Pl gfgar aur swH=, |

319 g8 gAY et dal Iafvud oY SETIHTAESTY VAT 13 9TEET Ao @
oo ot 8 | feoraren o Pwfor g3 eTPrOY av Yz James? fwersre
74 wETafrg gard a=Nwgate sreATeY A AT FIT wEa Areral qTX =g
srds mar afd qarey WA g8 §oA YT FTET AVFT word G FrewTE
< YPa¥ a9 MW @ 1 J8 JIRA 99 I9T4 A=ErogEY q6 warIgfa T AN arty
sy o wrtds | ar 14 wresalt |

qfa FafE 37 g WAITE¥ | Araad) dArereRT o 3T JATHY g4,
grasaT T wr=ma fraa faatsd 9raw =N e8] qreoTr T8F & | §TeY AT [IRTraE
FOIT ( Social secu,;~l7) ¥ 97 TRFS qvar Pafed, FWeTd ¥ A I JATH
afa N dearar 71 P8 Fxa1/3ama afq atoard st gha |

I8 a@ord Ir=TTa O WATA gt FEgM AT AP ST sulst ghw
gfanT qw dY gzmast surear 19 T e 8T RuTT 9k araY T fwa ey
T XPw quy ¥uTIATE? orfM Pawry faad sove atamr 1% aww TRy |

Yz TS g9 I JUTIAT gA TR ITERRITAWT §rEd 3 A TIrwE
& 5 = 3 afa Pasrer Wivd ¥4 ) ax anafawar @t %31 W, ardar, W@,
WATAAT, WPeo 1A T, N4 AT IATT TG JOT T BFAGTT TEN IMAUTEA T 9N
9qTT T wY #} IR TT Arw@aroré i@, WYSTOT,PERAr W T TMTIWIT ghe
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TITII*T a1y sqforta, Nrfew adar Wraw wod g@dT 9213 1RCC¥T 29 | ¥ aw
JIMALT IT8aFY o1PT FAaq PevsT 3a yerewars .rf, 1, smfa w=g=ra 3% Yeama
Fred @aY Sfa, fuer=t T I1eh T¥FY & | 39 ITHAAT ITHT 913 3R JATHS
arPiFar,IRITaT T IQTRA T dwhraat arear 1f oOF sgwear 1fedt @ 1 o aY
WY ITATT §FeET T Harand) 947 w9739 1R =g | Y9577 T TORa187
1 9Pa dmyraend vy13 MY @al wlasrt Yar P 9fa grsTa g3 ar=a |
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Reg No:- 89/050/51

BUDDHI|ST HOME FOR THE AGED

(Est-Sep. '93)

Buddha Vihara, Bhrikuti Mandap, P.O. Box: 993, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: 226743; 226702
(I N Fax: 977-1-226702

}

Ref. No. .......c..o...... Date: ...........ccccc
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WAT BOVORANIVES VIHARA

i ARE

7 March 2542 B.E. (1999).

To

The President,

All Nepal Bhikkhu Mahasangha
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Vencrable Sir,

T have learned with Dhamma-samvega of the sudden death of
Venerable Bhikkhu Sumangala Mahathera at the age of 68 years on 6th
March, 1999. May he attain Nibbana.

Venerable Bhikkhu Sumangala was o prominent monk who
dedicated his whple life to the social and religious benefits ol the people
of his country. He  paid a number ol visits to Thailand as recorded in
history. Morcovgr, he was well-known to and highly regarded by the Thai
Sangha and Thuay Buddhists. Tis demise is a great loss to the Buddhism
of Ncpal. *

Please accept my profound Dhamma-samvega and the sincere
condolences of Thai Buddhists at this time of great loss.

S~ 0 /DAYd. %M‘Sw)wvaf‘a,

(Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara)
Supreme Patriarch of Thailand
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VEN'BLE .KOTUGODA DIHAMMAWASA ANUNAYAKLE THIERA

th March, 1999

The Ven. Kotugods Dhommsweso Anunaoyoks Thoro, Becrotary
Conaral of Lthoe Bri Lanks Amurapura Mahs Donghe obho on bhohalf of the
OriLanka Amaropura Moho Nikayn end with tho concnrrvance of thn Sonpronn
Patriarch tho Most Ven. Mudihe Yunnvwsoehn Muha Noynkua Thoro ond of
the entire Bhikku Community of E£ril Lanka expross their doovpest
pympathies on the demise of the Ven. Sumengala Meha Thero, Chief
Incumbent of the Buddha Vihei Kathmendu in Nepal. Bumangala Thuro
who received his oorly education in Sri Lankn wus o popular and artie
-gulate Buddhist Monk of our timon and a preacher pur excellonce ¢s-
~pecially in the Inglish Language. As wuch as he punsached the Dhamma
be was o kave of activity toewmching, , learning preoching and practi-
aing the Dhamma b3bh to tho Somnnoran, Bhiklcus ond the ledety Hu hinwr
dono yeomon sarvice to Napal in purticular and tio the Baddhn Sasana
in gonerol. Avext from the upporellod servioce rondored Lo Nepul, ho
trovelled to various porta of tha warld and wan acclaim nn & Dhamno~-

~dutha in Japan, Myanmar snd Thailunde VYon. Quetngsls ewexgsd a8 a
anrerasnNT

BUo LoRqT 5] ThGLVRLE, Yrus ArATnEEhenangs HERS, BRARR 3§ YERUEL Y0 vo
many parta of the World,
MAY HE A’l"[‘AIN THE SUPREME BLISS OF NIBBHANA

AN T

e

VEN. KOTHAODA PIAMNAVIADA Yil:no
Geeretiary  Geenend
B Tanka Anotapura M ahn Savgn Sublhn
ari Danwapalaromoy
21, Lavinin, Scl lanks
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Ref. No. v

DHARMODAYA SABHA

Reud. No. 18/042
Buddha Vihar
fBhrikutl Mandap, Kathmandu
. 0. Box No, - 4053
1ol 227176

(Estdl. Buddho Tia. 2488, A. D. 1944 Nov. 30)

rthe National Bucicihist Organisation & W, Nepal Ragiloncl Ceontre)

Date: OINLRRIRE.....

President

H.E. Trungram Gyaltrut Rinpochoe
Sherpa, Tel : 370088

Vice Presidents

Mr. Lok Darghan Bajraihnrya
Tel : 223006

M. Omker Pd. Gauchs

Yol : 220150

Mr. Bhaktl as Shrostiv:

Tel: 411083

M. Kanak Man 8hukyit

Tel . 224812

Ven. Bhlkkhu Sumangn

Tel : 226743

Seoretary General

Dr. Triratna Man Tuladhv

Tel : 224910

Betretary

Mr. Budddha Ratne Bajincharya
Tol: 231484

Joint Secrovary

Mr. Soviet RRaina Tutadh. 1

Tol ; 228938

Treasuret

M. Laxml Das Manandhir
Tel: 414538

Joint Treasurer

Mr. Sagar Man Bajiachn ye
Tol : 243729

Membaers

Migs Nani Mainya Manat.thnt
Tei : 413993

Mr. Suwarna Sakya

Tol : 212656

Mr1. Padma Jyoll

Tel : 225490

Mr. Buchitra Man Shnkya

Tol : 482704

Mr, Tri-Ratna Tuladhat

Tol : 211778

Mr. Indra Bahadur Qururs
Teol : 410458

Mr, Swayambhu Ratna iuleshas
Tol ; 223007

Regional Members

Mr. Dharma Kumar Halwa.l
Tol : 22146

Mr. Akkal Dhoj Gurung

Tel : 20221

M. Prakashi Man Qutstiaj
‘fol : 20681

Mr. Prein Lal Tuladhar

Tel : 22174

Memba: Nominated
Mr. Ramananda Prasad Singh

F E9T WSy wAY
g7
W P gdTe AeredfaTs? PA9HT 4fE o4y
9 v M ggErT ¥w Pawrt wEY wwegur aqfea qure
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To : Ma.Indira Maaandhar

General Secretary of Bouddha Bridhasstram
Kathmandu, Nepal

March 8, 1999
Mr/Mrxs. Ohtani

(Masaka Yuguchi wrote)

We are very much sorry to know suddenly that our most dear Reverend Bhikkhu

Smangala paassod away. We believed he will soon come to Japan becauwse he told us that
" his troatmont of henrt in over.

Qur friendship started long long ngo in Japan. He made it a rule to visit us whenever

he came to Japan for his trip. He was one of the most active and true international

religious leadora not only in Nepal, but also, in the Buddhist world at large. The

friendship Bhikkhu Smangala had cstablished between Nepal and Ja ugh

Buddhism will be remembered in our_ heart forever. He was a representative
international Buddhist to strengthon the Buddhism idesl through his activitios backed
by hie wide linguistic genius. He commanded dozen of different languages, including

Jupanese, Wo could communicate with bim froely without any linguistic barrior.

His sirong passion for the construction of the Xomo for the Agod might have been the
saurce of power at, the lnat stage of his career, even in the hospital bed in Bangkok.
We regrat so deeply of his deporture and we have no word to express our sorrow of

furewoll to Bhikkhu Smangala. Wo will talk to our people what he has done on hehalf of
the Nepal-Japan Buddhist co-oporation and co-understanding.

We are not able to aseist the funeral ceremony which we hear is to be held today. But

we hope to send our message tc pray for his peace ns Buddhist and for his nirvana.
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