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Some sayings of Buddha

Yellow leaves hang on your tree of life. The messengers of death are wait-
ing. You are going to travel for way. Have you any provision for the journey?

Make an island for yourself. Hasten and strive. Be wise, with the dust
of impurities blown off, and free from sinful passions, you will come into the
glorious land of the great.

You are at the end of your life. You are going to meet Death. There is no
resting-place on your way, and you have no provision for the journey.

Make therefore an island for yourself. Hasten and strive, Be wise, with
the dust of impurities blown off, and free from sinful passions, you will be free
from bkirth that must die, you will be free from old age that end< in deat’:.

Let a wise man remove impurities from himself even as a goldsmith removes
impurities from the gold. One after one, little by little, again and again.

Even as rust on iron destroys in the end the iron, a man’s own impure tran-
gressions lead that man to be evil path.

Non-recitation is the rust of scriptures; non-exertion is the rust of homes;
sloth is the taint of beauty; negligence is the taint of a watcher.

Misconduct is sin in women; stinginess is the taint of giver, evil actions are
indeed sins both in this world and in the next.
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Although the Buddha was a warrior
3 cast and was naturally brought into
. association with kings, princes and
- ministers, he never tried to introduce
his teaching through the influence of
political power. He did not allow his
teaching to be misused to gain politi-
cal power. But to-day, many politi-
cians are trying to drag the Buddha’s
name into politics and are trying to
introduce him either as a communist,
capitalist, imperialist, etc. Those who
try to make use of the good name of
the Buddha for their own personal
advantage, must remember that the
Buddha was the supremely Enlightened
One who had gone beyond all worldly
affairs. Buddha also never conceived
the idea that anv other form of
religion should not be allowed to exist
in the world except his own. Neither
was he ever angry witn those who did
not pay attaintion to his teaching.
Some people want to know if there
is any relationship between Buddhism
and Communism. It is true that the
Buddha encouraged people who had
plenty to give charity to poor people.

adqwia

Buddha and Politics

Sri Dhammananda, Srilanka

Such charity, according to the Baddha
must be voluntary; one should not be
force to practise charity. (But the
rich people become more money mind-
ed. They do not help the poor people.)
Present day Communist use violent
and aggressive taclics in seizing from
the ‘haves’ to give to the ‘have-nots’.
In this sense, Buddhism and Commun-
ism are not compatible.

Whatever kind of government exist
in whatever country, the Buddha re-
cognized the need for the rulars to be
just and good. He knew that a whole
country could become corrupt, dege-
nerate and unhappy; when the heads
of government became corrupt and up-
just. The Buddha once said, “When
the ruler of a couritry is just and good,
the ministers become just and good;
when the ministers are just and good,
the higher officials become just and
good; when the higher officials “are
just and good, the rank and file be-
come just and good; when the rank
and file become just and good, the
people become just and good.”



Is Buddhism the same old Teaching ?

Some people claim that the Buddha
did not preach a new doctrine but
merely reformed the old teaching which
was existing at that time in India.
However, the Buddha was no mere
reformer of Hinduism as some pro-
tagonists of this ancient creed make
him out to be. The Buddia’s way of
life was substantially different from
the way of life into which he was born.

‘In the history of ancient India, the
Buddha lived, taught and died as a
non-Vedic, non-Brahmanic and non-
theistic teacher of gods and men.
Nowhere did the Buddha acknowledge
his indeptedness to the Upanishads.
The Buddha considered himself as
initiating a new method, as opening a
new pa'th. _

The Buddha was regularly con-
demned, criticized and insulted by
most notea teachers and téxts of the
Vedic-Brahmanic tradition. It was
with the intention of destroying or
obserbing the Buddha and his teach-
imng, that the Brabmans of the pre-
Christian era went so far as to accept

the Buddha as an Awatara (incarna-
tian) of God. Yet the Buddha had been
despised as a Vasalaka, a mundaka,
asamanaka a nastika and Sudra.
(These words were used m India dur-
ing the Buddha’s time to insult a
religious man).

There is no doubt that Buddha
reformed certain customs, religious
duties, rites and ethics and way of
living. The greatness of his character
was like pinpoint that pricked the
balioon of false beliefs and practice so
that the could burst and reveal their
emptliness.

But as far as the fundamental, phi-
losophical and psycological teachings
are concerned, it is groundless to say
that the Buddha had copied ideas from
any existing religion at that time. For
instance, the idea of the four noble
truths, the eightfold pathe and Nibban
were not known before his coming.
Although the belief in Kamma and
rebirth was very common, the Buddha
gave quite a logical and reasonable
explanation to these beliefs.
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Activities of the Dharma Kirti Vihar

The Dharma Kirti Vihar was
founded in 1965 by Anagarika Dham-
mawati in order to carry on the study
of the practical aspect of Buddhism.

All the activities carried out at the:

Vihar are based upon the essential
teachings of Buddhism.

The Dharma Kirti Vihar runs a
morning class impart religious educa-
tion to children. Various aspects of
Buddhism like the Dhammapad, the
Buddha Jiwani (life of Buddha), and
the Griha Vinaya (Ethics in‘Buddhism)
arg taught. The students are examined
annually and awarded prizes out of
the fund donated by Mr. Lok Darshan
Bajracharya, ‘

The Dharma Kirti Vihar holds a
weekly programme of preachings and
discussion about Buddhism. It has
made it imperative for its members to
wear uniforms made of the native stuff.
This regulation of uniform has helped
to make life simpler and drown inhibj-
tions and class consciousness among
the members.

The Dharma Kirti Vihar has often
been organizing a pilgrimage party to
Srj 6#Bétrma, Thailand and India

f i

‘ i
o
T A

to give its members on-the-spot infor-
mation about Buddhism in the foreign
countries. Besides taking a pilgrimage
to the foreign countries, it also takes
its members on religious tour around
the kingdom of Nepal, This year the
members of the Dharma Kirt1 Vihar
toured the eastern and western regions
of Nepal. In the warious places the
seminar and the slide show about the
life of Buddha were held. All the activi-
ties carried out by the Dharma Kirti

- Vihar are in tune with the teachings of

Buddha for the welfare of the common
people. ‘

In order to inculate in young boys
and girls the true ideas of Buddhism
the Dharma Kirti Vihar founded the
Dharma Kirti Bauddha Adhyayan Go-
sthi, the Buddhist Study Circle in 1972
under the chairmanship of Anagarika
Dhammawati. The main objectives of
the Dharma Kirti Bauddha Adhyayan
Gosthi are as follows:

1. To study the pragmatic aspects of

Buddhism.

2. To spread Buddhism in the rural
areas of Nepal.
3. To publish an annual magazine.




4. To welcome the foreign Buddhist

Scholars.

The Dharma Kirti Bauddha Adhya-
yan Gosthi meets every Saturday eveo-
ing. Bhikshu Ashwa Ghosh and
Anagarika Dhammawati discuss the
‘pragmatic aspects of Buddhism and
give 2 moral instruction. A class of
Home Nurshing is olso held. One of
the important activities of the Dharma

Kirti Adhyayan Gosthi is that Maha-

gunawati teaches its members embroi-
dery and the art of making paper
‘flowers. The embroidery and paper

flowers mad e by its voung members

are displayed on the anniversary of the

Dharma Kirti Bauddha Adhyayan
Gosthi.

The additional activities of the
Dharma Kirti Vihar are worth men-
tioring. It publishes books on Bud- -
dhisin every month and distributes
them freely. It has been succesfully
running a class of Buddhism for adults
since 1975. It has been very often
going out to the rural areas and hold-
jug a seminar and a slide show about
Buddhism and places of interest i

other Buddhist countries.
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No depressed no joy

Kakundha spoke thus to the Buddha—

How now, O monk ! you are not depressed
And yet you seem to have no joy ?

How now ! are you, seated so lovely there
Not overwhelmed by discontent ?

Buddha:—

Yea, 1, O fairy ! am no wise depressed,
And yet no joy arises in me;

Nor yet though I am seated lonely here
Am I overwhelmed by discontent.

Joy is verily for him who is sad
“Sadness is verily for the joyous one

But as for the monk know this, O freind !
He is neither joyful nor is he sad.
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Good wishes to all the Nepalese
and

also to all the Tourist

On the Happy Occasion of

2521 Mahaparinirvana Anniversery
of
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