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Prakash Bajraciiarya

Characteristics of Buddha

Certain scholars think that Buddhism
is an offset branch of Hinduism,
because both of these religions believe
in re-incarnation, action (kamma) and
meditation. However, this idea is not
true as Buddhism has it; own charac-
teristic features that are unavailable in
other religions,

In fact, Buddhism is not a religion
in a layman-sense because it does
not believe in super human beings, the
gods. Further, in contrast to other
religions, it does not believe in an im-
mortal soul (atman), although there is
rebirth in Buddhism.

A unique feature of this religion is
its emphasis on free thinking. The
Buddha said, “One should not follow
any idea or do anything merely because
these are told by superiors, or tradi-
tional, or written in divine-books.
One hasito use his own brain, before
acceptmg anything or any idea. whether
it is acceptable or not. That is why
there is no such a book in Buddhism
like Bible, Veda, Kuran, etc. to which
the followers must have to beleive and
" do anything that are written in black
and w! ite.

Buddhism always follows the mid-
dle path, avoiding the two extremetes
in every action andl every idea. Hence,
according to this religion, one wotild
succeed to rich ‘the destiny, cal]ed
Nibbana, neither being too much
luxurious nor beanng too much suffer-
ings. Hence, in cantrast to our loca1
views, Buddhism rnieither strictly forbld
to kill nor strictly forbid to be a
carnivor. There are certain conditions
that must be fultilled informing a kill-
ing, called Himsa. Similarly one can
¢at meat in certain special situations,
Even the Buddha had eaten meat, as
described in 7'r;pgt aka(the sacred book
of Buddhists).

Buddhism alwiys encourages to
perform own’s duti One should not
depend upon others (i. €. upon fate-
makers, gods. lucks, etc.) for his own
progress, Even the Buddha accepted
that he was a guide not a god.

One should not et attached to an:-
thing excessively, as all the thmgs are
mortal. destroyable or changeable and
one would suffer by loving them when
thev are changed or destroyed. Similar-'
lv, we should not Hold any idea ﬁrmfv.

-
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Although Buddbhist "philosophy is re-
garded as one of the deepest philoso-
phies of the world, yet it is one of the
most practicable among philosophies.
Buddhism is one of those, religions
in which there are sufficient facilities
for women, There is no place for caste
system in Theravada Buddhism. Bud-
dhism may be regarded as one of the
least superstitious religions as it always
tends to eradicate superstitions,
~ Unlike in christianity, thereis no
heir in Buddhism who may be regard-
ed as the master of all the Buddhists
living at a particular time - period.

SLEAIS

There is little place for prayirg in Bud-
dhism which rather emphusizes on
performing own’s duty.

From these few features Buddhism
can be clearly distinguished among
world religions. Itis not suitable 10
regarded this religion as a derivative
of Hinduism. Being a practicable and
simple religion, it has been spreading
fastly all over the world. But there has
never been any blood shed in preach-
ing this religion. Truely, Buddhism is
a unique religion with unique charac-
teristic features.

-

Activities of the Dharma Kirti Vikar

The Dharma Kirti Vihar was founded
in 1966 by Anagarika Dhammawati in
order to carry on the study of the
- practical aspect of Buddhism. All the
activities carried out at the Vihar are
based upon the essential teachings of
Buddhism, o
The Dharma Kirti Vihar runs a
morning class impart religious educa-
tion to children. Various aspects of

Buddhism like the Dhammapada, the

Buddha Jiwani (Life of Buddha), and
the Griha Vinaya (Ethics in Buddhism)

are taught. The students are given test
on Buddhism znnually and awarded
prizes out of the fund donated by Mr.
Lok Darshan Bajracharya.

The Dharma Kirti Vihar holds a
weekly programme of preachings and
discussion about Buddhism. It has
made it imperative for its members to
wear uniforms made of the native stuff.
This regulation of uniform has helped
to make life simpler and drawn inhibi-
tions and class consciousness among
the member-. '
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- The Dharma Kirti Vihar has often
been organizing a pilgrimage party to
Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand and India
to give its members on-the-spot infor-
mation about Buddhism in the foreign
countries. Besides taking a pilgrimage
to the foreign countries, it also takes
its members on religious tour around
thekingdom of Nepal. The year the
members of the Dharma Kirti Vihar
tour the Buddhist ancient caves of
Ajanta, Elora and Kashmir. In the
various places the seminar and the
slide show about the life of Buddha
were held. All the activities carried
out by the Dhaima Kirti Vihar are in
tune with the teachings of Buddha for
the welfare of the common people.

In order to inculate in young boys
and girls the true ideas of Buddhism
the Dharma Kirti Vihar founded the
Dharma Kirti Bauddha Adhyayan
Gosthi, the Buddhist Study Circle in
1972 under the chairmanship of Ana-
~ garika Dhammawati. The main objec-
tives of the Dharma Kirti Bauddha
Adhyayan Gosthi are as follows:

1. To study the pragmatic aspects of

Buddhism.

2. To spread Buddhism in the rural
area of Nepal.
3. To publish an annual magazine,

(30

4. To welcome the foreign Buddhist
Scholars. ' :
The Dharma Kirti Bauddha Adhya-

yan Gosthi meets every Saturday even- '

ing. Bhikshu

pragmatic aspects of Buddhism and
give a moral instruction. Adhyayan
Gosthi also conducted short term
training programine for Home Nursh-
ing and Sculpture with the help of two
different teachers, One of the import-
ant activities of the Dharma Kirti
Adhyayan Gosthi is that Mahaguoa-
wati teaches its members embroidery
and the art of making paper flowers.
The emroidery and. paper flowers
made by its young members are dis-

played on the anniversary of the
Dharma Kirti Iauddha Adhyayan
Gosthi. '

The additional activities of the
Dharma Kirti Vihar are worth men-
tioning. It publishes books on Bud-
dhism every month and distributes
them freely. It has been .successfully
runnig a class of Buddhism for adults
since 1975. Tt h:iLS been very often
going out to the I‘l iral areas and hold-
ing a seminar and 'a slide show about
Buddhism and places of interest in
other Buddhist countries.

!‘Ashwa Ghosh and :
Anagarika Dharamawati dircuss the =



= vrrﬁaaiaas'rﬁaﬂa;g wgrafefrator qan fasard

Y33 & |

’ AN A ooy
L 4
’ . *

Wl 4990 amvr; qwdiy

| S Ry wRedlE




-@m@m@m@ﬂ@m@@mm@@m

J

RGO

R

Ay
i

Sy

i

Good Wishes to all the Nepaléuse
and i
also to all the Tourist |

On the Happy Occasion of

2523 Mahaparinirvana Anniversary
| of ;
LORD BUDDHA
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BHIMRATNA HARSHAR”ATNA

HOTEL CRYSTAL |
NEW HOTEL CRYSTAL
'HOTEL SIDDHARTHA

I@l@ll@iiiﬂ@l@@l@ﬂ"ﬂm@m@mihl%@lllﬂl

£,



:***************** *******************

frard Mawsr wew, ggE Wiy an

qgiwT U W wEgmfcfagior faaw

Eruccl ilusiea)
ZifeH TA—FHT

1. $.0.0.6.0.0.8. 0800060808808 5

@Ay SH2TF . .

rze eiftpa: S
= JRETF Wy Maifis |/
HTISHTSY ATATY, FTISHTST
B 99¥YU3 WM q3YcY¥

Jokok ko ks ke sk ek ok

NN NN NN NNOK RN NN XK KX

#1359 Eifeqs ama qq, STPAA GET 1 VA Q1%0¥
[}

»*

FOR NN NN NN NN KON R RN RRR RN

[ 3



