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SRI LANKA BHIKKUNI RE - AWAKENING ORGARNIZATION
Tel - Fax 025- 4708

ROCK TEMPLE O6:®0 2R® ro¥dsn .
DAMBULLA - SRI LANKA OSPBDIOE -cREE

BODHGAYA INTERNATIONAL FULL ORDINATION CEREMONY
Congratulation Message

Rangiri Dambulla Chapter (Rangiri Dambulla Sangha Sabha) and Rangiri Dambulla Rock
Templec do hereby place felicitations towards the Bodhgaya Intemnational Full Ordination
Ceremony to be tuken place during 15 to 23rd February, 1998.

The importance of instituting Bhikkuni Sasana in the Theravada Countries has now
counncuved daawing much conslderation. At a stage ot thus debut, | am happy to see
that 10 of Sramanera Bhikkunis of Sri Lanka Bhikkuni Re-Awakening Qrgunisation of my
participation undergo this Full Ordination.

| beleive inat this Fuil Ordination Ceremony would be of some assistance towards the
anticipated Bhikkuni Ordination in Sri Lanka. Further, | am happy to be an orgamser of
Sri Lanka and wish every success for the welfare of all activities of the ceremony.

Thanking vou,
Yours sincerely,

s C

Most venerable Inamaluwe Sri Sumangala Nayaka Thero,
Secretary General, ( Dambulla Chapter),
President, Sri Lanka Bhikkuni Re-awakening Organisation.

15.10.1997
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Message From

Ven, Dr. K. Sri Dhammananda Nayake Maha Thera
Malaysia

I am delighted to be given this opportunity to write a message on this
historic occasion of the Full Ordination Ceremony of Bhikkhus and
Bhikkuni at Bodh Gaya. Needless to say Bodh Gaya is certainly the best
choice of location for such a momentous event because this is undoubtedly
the most sacred spot for Buddhists the world over. For it was here more
than twenty-five centuries ago that over lord, the Sakyamuni Buddha gained
supreme enlightenment and then founded the Sangha order at Sarnath.

In the letter inviting me to participate in this cvent Ven. Hsin Ting, Abbot of
Fo Kuan Shan stated that the dccision to hold the ceremony for the
ordination in India was in gratitude towards what the Chinese received from
the Indian and Sri Lankan missioniu ¢~ -1 the bhikkuni vinaya, it is now the
Chincse duty to return the lost Bhil.: -ini lineage to their ancestors”. These
are noble sentiments indeed and in doing this Fo Kuang Shan is following
the example of our Supreme Master who demonstrated the great virtue of
gratitude by spending no Jess than one week to gazc at the Bodhi tree under
which he had gained enlightenment.

The first Chinese bhikkuni was Chen Chien who was ordained as a novice
samaneri by an all isale group of monks, as then were no fully ordained
bhikkunis to give her higher ordination. It was only in 429 A.D. upon the
entrcaty of the Chinese emperor that King Meghavarna of Sri Lanka
dispatched eiznt Sinhalese nuns to China. ‘These corageous: women even
mastercd the Chinese Language within a few ycars of their arrival. They
were followec in 433 A.D. by a further group of cleven nuns who landed in
Nanking, making full ordination completcly possible. Fao-Chien was the
first Chinese nun to receive it. Although the ordei died out in Sri Lanka
following the Chola attacks o~ Anuradhapura in 1017, the Chinese order has
persisted in an unbroken chain up to the present day.

Our history records that our Supreme Lord was initially reluctant to ordain
women into the Holy Order. This is ccrtainly not, as some people are eager
{o claim, because He did not consider women worthy to follow the monastic
discipline. There is enough evidence to prove that He certainly considered
women to be just as capable as any man to rcach the heights of spiritual
attainments. Rather, He was concerned about the social implicatiens of
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women giving up the security of home in the India of 25 centuries ago. In
fact His reluctance was justified when the Order of Bhikkunis died out first
in India and then in every Theravada country after that. By a happy chanct
it was preserved in China and it is to China we turn today to revive this

ancient tradition.

Although the ravages of time destroyed the order in South Asia, today we
have a different story to tell. Thanks mainly to the developments in western
civilization women today are increasingly taking their rightful place as the
equals of men. More and more women the world over arc getting better
education, more economic freedom and independence. Once again, as in the
fime of the Buddha women are ready to attain their spiritual perfection like
their male counterparts. But with a difference. During the time of the
Buddha, only the women of northern India were privileged to s.°k
ordination. Today, women from all over the world can become a part of tl.1.
glorious spiritual lineage which has come down to us in an unbroken line

through the ages.

There is no doubt that once again Theravadin Bhikkunis, if given tlc
opportunity, will join their Mahayana sisters in doing tremendous spiritual
and social service to the world today. T hope that this event will once again
remind us to discard our differences and work towards the development of
the EKAYANA (one way) ideal to reach the final bliss of Nirvana.

In conelusion I thank and congratulate Fo Kuang Shan for their wisdom and
foresight in carrying out this Ordination Ceremony at Bodh Gaya. May all
your efforts be crowned with success.

[ Swren a=w fege wew aw 31 fieg @ oft e A wereafat st () dg g
fagm g0 | fama vt ¥R s dvg fagre e o fafie g wffafied af el Rt @2
mmmwﬁqmupfﬁﬁuﬁmmt@nqmmﬁmﬁwlmﬂzmaﬁ
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BODHGAYA INTERNATIONAL FULL ORDINATION
COMMITTEE

® Sri Lanka
Venerable Pandith Talalle Dharmaloka Anunayaka Thero
Chief High Priest of Justice (Adhikorana Nayaka) for Western Province
Deputy Prelate of the Amarapura Sect

Venerable Prof. Kumburugamawe Vajira Maha Thero
Professor of Vidyalankara University, Sri Lanka
Venerable Dr. Waragoda Pemarathana Thero
Vice Chancellor, Buddhasravaka Bhikku University at Anuradhapura

Venerable Porawagama Somalankara Nayake Thero
Deputy Sangha Nayaka Thera of Southern Province
Chief Secretary, Sarvodaya Bhikku Congress

Venerable Inamaluwe Sumangala Nayaka Thero
Chief Secretary of Rangiri Dambulla Sangha Chapter

Ven. Kamburupitiye Nandarathana Thera
Chief High Priest of Western Province

® India

Venerable Dr. Mapalagama Wipulasara Maha Thero,
President, The Maha Bodhi Society of India

Venerable Dr. Rastrapala Mahathera
Founder, President-cum-Meditation teacher of International Meditation Centre, Bodhgaya

Venerable Dharmapal Mahathera
President of All India Bhikku Congress

Venerable Nyanainda Mahathera
Abbot of the Burmese Temple, Bodhgaya

Venerable Sanghasena
President of Mahabodhi International Meditation Center, Ladakh, India

® Taiwan
Venerable Master Shing Yun - Founder of Fokuangshan Buddhist Order, Taiwan
Venerable Ching Hsin - President of Chinese Buddhist Association, Taiwan
® Malaysia
Venerable Chin Ming - Ex-President of Malaysia Buddhist Association, Malaysia
Venerable Chi Huang - President of Malaysia Buddhist Association
Venerable Dr. Kirinde Dhammananda Maha Nayaka Thero, Chief Prelate of Malaysia
® Korea '
Venerable Wol Ha - Supreme Patriarch, Korea Buddhist Chogye Order

Venerable Tong Joo Won Myuong - X 3§ R Kk E X8 % B
KRB R Ep 4 3% 88 5% 65
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® Mongolia
Venerable Khamba Lama Choi-Jamts
Gandan Monastery, The Center of Mongolian Buddhists

® Gerat Britain
Venerable Pandith M. Vajiragnana
Sangha Nayake of Great Britain

Venerable Lama Yeshe Losal Rinpoche
Abbot of Kagyu Samye Ling Tibetan Centre, Scotland T
® USA .

Venerable Pandith Henepola Gunaratana
Chief Sangha Nayaka of the United States & North America

® Thailand

Venerable Phra Kru Phiphit Prachanart
Abbot of Samakki Temple

Venerable Phra Maha Somchai Prohmsuwan-
Assistant Abbot of Maha Chula Buddhist University

Venerable Phra Maha Nibhon Subhadhammo
Abbot of Dhammasopit Temple

Venerable Phra Khru Sangha Wichai
Abbot of Plukmailai Temple

® Nepal
Venerable Bhikkhu Sumangala - President of Religion and Peace Acadamy
Venerable Bhikkhu Ashwaghosh - Editor-in-chief, The Dhammakirti (Buddhist Monthly)
® France
Venerable Thich Huyen - Yi - President of the World Linh-son Buddhist Congregation

Sarvodaya Bhikku Congress, Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
All India Bhikkhu Congress, India

The Maha Bodhi Society of India

Dambulla Rock Temple, Bambulla, Sri Lanka
Fokuangshan Buddhist Order, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

<o
<o
o
O
O

International Buddhist Council, Bodhgaya, Gaya, Bihar, India
Maha Bodhi International Meditation Center, Ladakh, India
International Brotherhood Mission, Assam, India

BLIA Delhi Chapter, Delhi, India

BLIA Bodhgaya Chapter, Bodhgaya, India

BLIA Calcutta Chapter, Calcutta, India

000000 8

0 Bha's Light International Association, World Headquarters, Los Angeles, USA
% I
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