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Lumbini Nepalese Buddha Dharma Society (UK)

Lumbini Nepalese Buddha Dharma
Society (UK) was founded on 1 February 1997.
A group of Nepalese interested in Buddha

Dharma met under the chairmanship of

* Ven. Bhikkhu Seevali gave a talk on Buddhism
at the annual general meeting of Nepalese
Doctor’s Association held at Birmingham
University in July 1997. The society took this

Venerable Bhikkhu Seevali at
Mr. Shiraj Shrestha's residence in
London and formed a nine-member
executive committee. The main
objective of the society is to provide
a forum for spiritual practice,
according to the teaching of the
Buddha, to overcome human
suffering. To fulfil this objective the
executive committee members
have been meeting regularly at the
residences of its members to
discuss and plan the future
activities.

Founder Members:
Ven Bhikkhu Seevali President
Mr. Nima Lama Vice-President
Dr. Ratna Bahadur Shakya Treasurer
Dr. Dharma Bhakta Shakya Secretary
Mr. Shiraj Shrestha Joint Secretary
Mrs. Nani Sobha Shakya Executive Member
Mr. Arjun Pradhan Executive Member
Mrs. Padma Tara Sakya  Executive Member
Mrs. Pramila Shakya Executive Member

Other Members

Ven. Bhikkhu Sugandha  Executive Member
Miss Hima Kumari Gurung Executive Member
Mrs. Sukuna Lama Life Member

THE PAST YEARS 1997/98

The first year has been spent setting up
the organizational structure. In the last few
meetings, LNBDS started to organise Dhamma
talks and meditation practice in the last few
meetings.

The other activity the society concentrated
on was to make the existence of the LNBDS
organisation and its objectives known to
Nepalese and non-Nepalese interested in the
work.

* Some of the executive members met His
excellency the ambassador of Nepal and other
embassy staff in August 1997 to inform them
about the society.

* A news item was published in the August 1997
issue of the Buddhist Society's journal The
Middle Way. This helped in making the Buddhist
world aware of the existence of the society.

Ven Bhikkhu Seevali

opportunity to inform Nepalese
doctors of the LNBDS and invited
interested doctors to join the society.

* Members have also been very
active in promoting the society’s
cause and encouraging both
Nepalese and non-Nepalese to
join the society.

JOINT EVENTS
Beside establishing the society
LNBDS also participated in various
religious and cultural activities:

* An exhibition of Buddhist
religion and culture 1998.

The London Borough of Ealing Education
Department have held exhibitions of major
religions since 1994 as part of their education
programme. This year exhibitions of Buddhist
religion and culture will be held from 22 June —
12 July 1998. The LNBDS is active in organising
this event along with Buddhists from other
countries.

* Joint Buddha Day: Maha Sangha Sabha of
UK has been spearheading the organisation of
the Joint Buddha Day celebration every year
since 1992. This year for the first time LNBDS
presented a silent performance entitled
Chandalika. This was also shown at Milton
Keynes at the request of a Japanese Buddhist
society in their 17th anniversary of the
establishment of the Peace Pagoda.

* Anniversary Day and annual general
meeting: LNBDS held the first anniversary day
and annual general meeting successfully on 1st
March 1998 at Karunamaya Buddha Vihara,
Southall. It was attended by approximately one
hundred participants.

* Meeting with representatives of YETI: LNBDS
held a cordial meeting with executive committee
members of YETI (UK) to explore the possibility
of celebrating Buddha Jayanti jointly in future.
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