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Fellow Dhamma-followers:
Today's talk is entitled, ""Dhamma Principles for Students"".

I wish to make it clear to you that
today's talk will deal only with fundamentals
and basic principles, and so in especially
intended for students, that is to say, for
intelligent people. I shall discuss these
broad principles of Dhamma (Natural Truth)
using the question-and-answer format, first
putting a question to you, and then supplying
the answer. Having heard the question first,
you will find the answer easier to understand
and remember. This, I feel, is the most
appropriate method of presentation for you
who are students or intelligent people. It is
said that at the time of the Buddha,
intelligent people never asked about anything
but basic points and fundamental principles.
They never wanted long-winded
explanations. This has the virtue of saving
time, among other things.

So that is how I shall do it today: pose
a question as our topic, and then answer it in
terms of basic principles. In this way you
will get the essentials of a large number of
topics, facts that will serve you as a good
general foundation. Having this foundation
knowledge will bear good fruit in the future;
it will be of assistance to you in studying
and in understanding other speakers.

One more point. The form of my talk
is designed to prepare you students for those
occasions when you will be asked questions.
by people from other countries and other
religions. It will enable you to answer their
questions, and answer them correctly,
without giving rise to any misunderstanding

# By Buddhadasa Bhikkhu

Bear well in mind those points which
constitute the essence or real kernel of the
subject. If you manage to remember that
much, it will be a very good thing, and, I
believe, a very great benefit to you all. Now
I shall discuss the topics in turn.

1) Suppose we are asked,
""What subject did the Buddha teach ?

The best way of answering this is to
quote the Buddha himself, "Know this,
O Monks: Now, as formerly, I teach of only
dukkha (suffering, unsatisfactoriness) and
the elimination of dukkha." )

Whether or not this answer agrees
with what you had thought, please take
good note of it. There are many other ways
we may answer, but this one saying of the
Buddha sums up his teaching very succinctly.

The Buddha taught only dukkha and
the quenching of it. This renders irrelevant
and questions without a direct bearing on
the elimination of dukkha. Don't consider
such questions as " Is there rebirth after
death ?" or "How does rebirth take place ?"
These can be considered later,

So, if a Westerner asks us this question,
we shall answer it by saying, "The Buddha
taught nothing other than dukkha and the
elimination of it." ™
NOT TO DO EVIL

ag wH wiged W
TO CULTIVATE MERIT
qua T A
TO PURIFY ONE'S MIND.
T (=) Faeend @ oo
— This is the teaching of the Buddha.

concerning the Teaching.

afy & ggEewr swaw & |
T VST WY T8 |” - 33 (@ q) |
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