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2545" Buddha Purnima Celebration
in London, UK

“Lumbini Nepalese Buddha Dharma Society (UK)
celebrated 2545th Buddha Purnima Celebration on
Saturday, 5th May 2001 at the London Buddhist
Vihara, Chiswick, London. The celebration started
with Buddha puja and taking five precepts (Pancha
Sila) from venerable monks followed by Gyanmala
Bhajan (devotional songs). Venerable Dr. Vajirajnana,
head of the Vihara and Sangha Nayak of Sri Lankan
Sangha Sabbha of Great Britain and Venerable Lodro
Thaye, the first Westerner to ordain in Tibetan
tradition, spoke on Buddhism & Laity and Kaliyuga
respectively. Amrit Ratna Sthapit, adviser and founder
of the society gave an introductory talk on meditation
followed by a brief meditation practice. An elderly
monk from Nepal Konchoy Wangui Lama of Tibetan
Nyingmapa tradition participated in Tibetan chanting
along with venerable Lodro thaye.

Mr. Hari Kumar Shrestha; Counseller, Royal
Nepalese Embassy spoke on the importance of
Buddha’s teaching in the present day world. He also
informed the audience the recent findings of the
Bradford University archeologists, which was also
published in national newspaper in the UK, confirming
beyond any doubt that Buddha was born in Tilaurakot
of Lumbini in Nepal. UNESCO’S World Heritage
committee and government of Nepal jointly carried out
this research in the past three years.

Mr. Chandra Bahadur Gurung conducted the
meeting smoothly. Mrs. Nani Shobha Shakya and Mrs.
Padma Tara Sakya gave welcome and Vote of thanks
speeches respectively.”
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