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COMPUTER & ELECTRONICS@ ENGINEERS

PO BOX 1064
PRATAP BHAWAN
KANTIPATH, KATHMANDU

NEPAL

Tel.: 4249684, 4249784, 4249984, 4249285
Fax: 977-1-4249059

e-mail: beltronix@bcd.wlink.com.np

url: ...www.beltronix.com.np

)
May all sentient beings be enfightened
through emanating waves from the fountain
of world peace !
Happy Vaisakh Festival 2547 !

Multi - Link (P.) Ltd.
Dilli Bazar, Kathmandu, NEPAL

Tel.: 4420-200, 4421-578
Fax: 977-1-4431437

Our Services:

CIVIL ENGINEERING SERVICE
PROPERTY VALUATION
SECRETARIAL SERVICE

COMMUNICATION SERVICE

{9\ Best Wishes !
RED SUN

=nt=

Sports and Musical Goods Wholeseller and Retailer
Kantipath, Jyatha, Kathmandu, Nepal

Also Remember us for:
Manufacturing of School Belts,
Badges, Medals, Name Plates, Shields, Trophy,
Electroplating, Etching and
all types of screen prints as per your desired order

4267069 4248856
™ Res. : 4259870
Fax : 977-1-4269284

HAI0T BIHAT TSB! |

ot (u(F; f[Aetor TeclRy AR
ARG fewelank, Fae |
Wi YYEE0
OoTC: £ETL-06Y3Y

sportspoint@mail.com.np

o, A4, WSHERE T &, de<, A¥edl A i

Downloaded from http://www.dhamma.digital




TCF

fgd wWaw  ggwr et A
(FISATST IIAH) qTE 9 o waredia TRRR
g u¥ fewad @ues y=aar yaw W | et
WA & I[N @Sy & o
FETHTAT A g AT WTIAT T 7T | Ay
T I FIH Fig M T e Serarea
A YT G | TUEYlg gHeT Qe
T JETHl HEH @dt I @@t e

.” ST THASI (G 959) AT FSHTSETE

HEITHTY AT T IR (TR i) e
AT W€ GHY WRIHER e MR &g qea
HTT-HEATTAH W AT T RT | g
qudTs WcweT RE T wemet freeomn
e WeT fagr afrwr fugeR sfiwe
(A RER-90¥Y) TqTaT HIEAT SATHAT | & TR
T HHHT J8l freader e AWe @
e gWa | ied g g Smfere
HEHT AT fadeT e Auf (@9 9093-]Y) ITh
9 WO T 9REW dtg gder aRwr Ted
g T Y | IEfare FET aF aegREE
TR AT | A9t e Wl e (@
03%-9933) R PR feg Rrg
.mmmmmwm

TR & dageaT g axier o aferdy 91 S
THNEY |

AYTHAHT AZATHT ATAEE

GRICEIIRC e I O > S Do
ST T et &7 98 wier spEdiewar
T 9 WG T PEHIST  SIAFE
JEEETH g WA T sfieer e 3o fa
Pt W femelt dmer greew Ryssatha
e TuwT oMER RewTed e &g
AVEES W Hewl TIEEET TH qH=+g
e Mg 1 o S | sEHe
ATHTEESH! FISATST T NTE@TH METTEEHT
L erstet

R9 3 FATSIRT AYTEAT tg R TTEAT

& G SETE AT AqT
T 9% WO AN I g QA
I TErg | TRTY @AY ARy
qRET sEfeg A @ MErs (W) fE
53 - XY qH W TEERL eS| TATH
fFrafor sgar SF P 99 AT AT T
HETH deTE 1T e 39 gt e q@ ah
e Rt @ q@ee ST sERTE
TUAAACTH @R WA HU T qeaqdiK
(R0¥0) o FATTH G |
Wy FfeREed WNE 9ER
TSAT ANAST HedAb! 9Tl (9 qQORI) #T
FITIEAT AT FETAIY FAT T FHewT qXa
o fele waer @ B sgrEers
AU T WG JFAW TH AEE
R | e qRio EEy AT wee e
T RIS T ware Aent qrdvEre @A
T & | e ad TERT EHieTE e
T g | @dTh R oy ¥ e
fete varer el ST g e geent
TRAT AT @O TR 89 qeuR Ra,
T W N A qElEm e
T W T dg gierER T g
& e | g gdi=w Rraw g
arEgarEAr 99 of  wasdfik dtg g
AR WOANT  YHTHT SISH WA, qfg
i5 -t waEdE TREw  ieE A
™A R e &dmw g [ER T Wed
@ G
T 999 AT GFYEH AT Toet fagaqa
I WEHT dafd dey R @ITeET
T | gEeg qo A 9 Qo §waEr
TENEFIS i eyt frse e ¥ g
frafor 1% &% awe WA | FEATET FER
qrTHEAS 9 | fegate METer wimeET
T R | W 4R3Y AT e S &t
AW FE@E Qe (aegaests) @

®qu-



frafor @ g FAE TR wqEE TER
T T8 g gHHT IUW T HTH T )
aqd qF A= 6 afr=w "R R Il
fearell AgEwr A MryEE sSAEgE fEr |
amr  Peep-Rreprl  SuEE-swfeer @3
g TE@rE Stg gvel e T sfaeiy
FHEE T | AGH FAEEY & ARITegqH T
femmeft gFa@T MR @@ ¥ oo Sfd WIE
A @, N TN AT-FT THATE qg i
WIS T HW TRed g Wl

Fgfer T |
Aurert eafacadt fwagw

AT AR TN SRTETE W S |
9 §3% P A=A WRAaTE iFaqar i T
qgH A R @nerEa s
FREaHT WARAEH SeEd Y A9A
IUIEHHAT T g AT A feee ot
IeE HTATI ITHSHT WHRARH [ Fa4T
W 0 A TAEH OERR SIS A
aferg | e TR ‘AuEs Aaeies
RUGT” . 93 AT “AYTTHT AT AT TR
fHUEd WeT Sguriieears a@es A9
afit MY | AET ITH WOHIH AgeEers aatd
TR feg wwn dfm T g Rreplees
FeCeredY fare gy T Ihewers Teedt g
H AT | IH FAGET AHFTAES &% FAR
g I7 IHT TETRTH FJ TAEAAT G G
T FIE d@H G | g9 geAEe IEE
Rreg-Rrepefrer wwr freenftrer swaasr smaafe fre
IefEd YA 9 S YTl GFW HISHTST
STIFHT MEEE ACH A g |

AT FFT YOO T T WU Fafeaf
oA AT THEd Y9% JT FA TR Qe
FAL WTIAT TE ATATNG TR = 74t s
AN TR | AT AT ¥ q0f 3% AP HA
AN el geler dig Anfleew fadm O @
s s T fae® A s Tty
yea% Rreeeal Hax & T8 AEd faer-

FEAT NEEE @l 18 O I Y 9 A
@t fire] g7 AR SR T W | TR
JET IUAHT el @ frerEwae
fhee® s@en W AgA, WelH feres a9d
TS B TR | TS T W AFIETE aTal
@ PeeEs! STEA TRy ERET Sdal A
faee® wem™ @ AT A T RAEr
RFOW IEE fepe @Ry a@ W)
AT JEEET A TH gAREAS T
IRH G |

R off AT qEigAT A @S
ITER FAGUCITHT YEara werdr ([E1 fssaar
g W) dqE ASTIIHE WG (RSN
AWTETE AU 8 | et qo fosaqer @mare
AT} 9 AMER BN TS I AL
AT WA TETI T gAY A (@A
TTESE R $T T T ATSTHCHA FATSFITT
@it ) T amr AT e
AT ATHET AT AP Afehed GHATT
9T §IE | WEWS @IR WETea Mg
FE THE aY A T A T MEA FHAT
Homawer 74 P AT TN | A b gfa
g qHUMS AT a7 serEneae uiie
YrEPP B FTGl ATHNG GHAT FTgat
HTfereaaT @WCH Rl | ggETe WA J8o
RepTaT eI A 9TeT qIeA T R yaEee
e @ a0 faE 959 "R
s fivey Fefie fsaeht s fsmar gfesw
FISATSAT AT Rreres TRuly qeier g awwr
Tt AT T IHIE AT | A.H, q0¥5 AT &
FYH AT Reaasd TIUT @I wraf
fenger Iueamcaw e (v @ S
fe @der ¥ o3t YR T SoE serEed
frarelt e fig g St ARERHT ARy
TR W g ENTE g | AE g 9
gHH Amartyer P woar U 79T T
fa.d. 959 g e A A At
A (g ITARAT ARHCILEATT Fe] #ETHST)
Frg ag (g wera=) Ity (g

o L

AR

Downloaded from http://www.dhamma.digital




wersra) SEae (P werdid) I @ (B
wermtry) @ An By e Ry
Rrieed g afeads W w= sfwnr ams
frfeeamdl W =@Ed T A Ry Sfte
Aems TR wyon TR fEE 009 @w
9%3¥) I X T T.A.9g8 W fofies
waerg 3N freemdr @we RT 1 a@ v

Mmquﬂmmﬁm
e | ety I fraren woar el
FAYIH GRS AT FAq TR | @t g
AQEHT @R [ fgT y ™ S
ez

Tl geufa AreamEm aifife gafaer
I IS IJNAFEE Aq AT A
™ 93 99 YEEed gued | awd I g
FfreeRtl Yfed AT TFRIEH dWTETe

HeTedR T W gy | Seleed 99 k30
fore et e =Rl weeafRET ST
wfaEre fraw SR A AR T Regar
Mo foprdt |+ qad Seiend Aveer dgeed
‘T fFE TR (@) TRrH Hare fag T
AT ARare frgrar ufee afmass Selew
A T AW TY)

g2 ¥ AT q@ g R RS
iR f4.6. 009 A (@ 9R3Y) W/ O
T.A.98 ORI & JA7 A9l fagy qar ST
geag ¥ freem W oW aw e ¥
AT gFards T8 gUIT aTHTETe e
g T8 gedie g o T g g o
Fumed T g i yaers sty aeed qur
nfe KA W TE | O aERES gaaw

faeeE wrwr wa g

SR 9 I AN-TEET TR g §ER
@S R0 I qAEdEr AqeEr §g
TRHIEEH 9 A [T RS g | ey
SElewd JTTH A wg g werfR

wfger AT ey weww, e wifsr e, o=
fael saae At qearr W] g TaE

g ah iy aewagE
.4 RY
qHen ey
FAYT q0, YWHTHAT & nfe
(T A9
T. 9009/-

*F. . IRY
€l A ATty
A, FISHTSY |

& qooy/-

£ A A\
sfisrdt g enaw
FALAT, FISHTSY |
% ,994/-

F. H. R
TASTRILHT GelTere
TS, 9T

¥, 9,004/~

% | R&
SATHATS AT
FIUS, AT

& §,004/-

Leriahifef

9] —



May all sentient beings be enlightened
through emanating waves from the fountain

of world peace !
Happy Vaisakh Festival 2547 !
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here is a wide-spread belief, particularly

in the West, that the ideal of the
Threavada, which they conveniently identify
with Hinayana, is to become an Arhant
while that of the Mahayana is to become a
Bodhisattva and finally to attain the state of
a Buddha.! It must be categorically stated
that this is incorrect. This idea was spread
by some early Orientalists at a time when
Buddhist studies were beginning in the
West, and the others who followed them
accepted it without taking the trouble to go
into the problem by examining the texts and
living traditions in Buddhist countries. But
the fact is that both the Treavada and the
Mahayana unanimously accept the
Bodhisattva ideal as the highest.

The terms Hinaya (Small Vehicle)
and Mahayana (Great Vehicle) are not
known to the Theravada Pali literature.
They are not found in the Pali Canon
(Tipitaka) or in the Commentaries on the
Tipitaka. Not even in the Pali Chronicles of
Ceylon, the Dipavamsa and the

4th centrury A.C.) and some Pali
Commentaries® mention Vitandavadins.
evidently a sect of dissenting Buddhists
holding some unorthodox views regarding
some points in the teaching of the Buddha.
The Vitandavadin and the Theravadin both
quote the same authorities and name the
sutras of the Tripitaka in order to support
their positions, the difference being only in
the mode of their interpretations. The
Mahavamsa* (5th century A.C)) and a
Commentary on the Abhidamma?® refer to
Vetulla — or Vetulyavadins (Sanskrit:
Vaitulyavadins) instead of Vitandavadins.

“—The Dharmakirti

Mahavamsa. The Dipavamsa? (about the -

Bodhisattva Ideal in Theravada
and Mahayana

By Ven. Dr. Walpola Rahula

From the evidence of the texts, it may not
be wrong to consider that these two
terms—Vitanda and Vetulya — represented
the same school or sect.

We learn from the Abhidharma-
samuccaya®, an atuthoritative Mahayana
philosophical text (4th century A.C.), that
the terms Vaitulya and Vaipulya are
synonyms, and that Vaipulya is the
Bodhisattva-pitaka. Now, the Bodhisalta-
pitaka is definitely Mahayana. Hence
Vaitulya undoubtedly denotes Mahayana.

So we can be certain that the terms
Vitanda and Vetulya used in the Pali
Chronicles and Commentaries refer to
Mahayana. But the terms Hinayana and
Mahayana were not known to them, or
ignored or unrecognized by them.

It is universally accepted by scholars
that the terms Hinayana and Mahayana are
later inventions. Histrorically speaking, the
Theravada already existed long before
these terms came into being. That
Theravada, considered to be the original
teaching of the Buddha, was introduced to
ceylon and established there in the 3rd
century B.C., during the time of Emperor
Asoka of India. At that time there was
nothing called Mahayana. Mahayana as
such appeared much later, about the
beginning of the Christian Era. Without
Mahayana there could not be Hinayana.
Buddhism that went to Ceylon. with its
Tripitaka and Commentaries, in the 3rd
century B.C., remained there intact as
Theravada, and did not come into the
scene of the Hinayana Mahayana dispute
that developed later in India. It seems




therefore not legitimate to include Theravada
in either of these two categories. However,
after the inauguration of the World
Fellowship of Buddhists in Ceylon in 1950,
sell-informed people, both in the East and
in the West, use the term Theravada, and
not the term Hinayana, with reference to
Buddhism prevalent in South-east Asian
countries like Ceylon, Burma, Thailnd and
Cambodia. (There are still some outmoded
people who use the term Hinayana).

The Mahayana mainly deals with the
Bodhisattvayana or the vehicle of the
Bohisattva. But it does not ignore the other
two: Sravaka-yana and Pratyeka-
buddhayana.” For example, Asanga, the
founder of the Yogacara system, in his
magnum opus, the Yogacarabhumisastra,
devotes two sections to Sravakabhumi and
Pratyekabuddha-bhumi just as he devotes
one section to Bodhisattva-bhumi, which
shows that all three yanas are given due
consideration in the Mahayana. But the
state of a Sravaka or a Pratyekabuddha is
inferior to that of a Bodhisattva. This is
quite in keeping with the Theravada
tradition which, too, holds that one may
become a bodisattva and attain the state of
a Fully Enlightened Buddha; but if one
cannot, one may attain the state of a
Pratyeka-buddha or of a Sravaka according
to one's capacity. These three states may
be considered as three attaintments on the
same Path. In fact, the Sandhinirmocana-
sutra (a mahayana sutra) clearly says that
the Sravakayana and the Mahayana
constitute one yana (ekayana) and that
they are not two different and distinct
‘vehicles’®

Now who are these three individuals:
Sravaka, Pratyekabudha and Bodhisattva?
Very briefly:

A sravaka is a disciple of a Buddha. A
disciple may be a monk or a nun, a layman
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or a laywoman. Bent on his liberation, a
Sravaka follows and practices the teaching
of the Buddha and finally attains nirvana.
he also serves others, but his capacity to do
s0 is limited.

A Pratyekabuddha (Individual Buddha)
is a person who realizes Nirvana alone by
himself at a time when there is no
Samyaksambuddha in the world. He also
renders service to others, but in a limited
way. He is not capable of revealing the
Truth to others as a Samyaksambuddha, a
Fully Enlightened Buddha, does.

A Bodhisattva is a person (monk or
layman) who is in a position to attain
Nirvana as a Sravaka or as a
Pratyekabuddha, but out of great
compassion (maha karuna) for the world,
he renounces it and goes on suffering in
samsara for the sake of others, perfects
himself during an incalculable period of
time and finally realizes Nirvana and
becomes a Samyaksambuddha, a Fully
Enlighten Buddha. He discovers the Truth
and declares it to the world. His capacity for
service to others is unlimited.

The definition of the three yanikas
(followers of the three yanas) given by
Asanga is very instructive and clarifies
some points® According to him, a
Sravakayanika (one who takes the vehicle
of disciples) is a person who, living
according to the law of the disciples, by
nature having feeble faculties (qualities),
bent on his own liberation through the
cultivation of detachment, depending on
the Canon of the Disciples (Sravaka-
pitaka), practising major and minor qualities,
gradually puts an end to suffering. A
Pratyekabuddha-yanika (one who takes
the Vehicle of the Individual Buddha) is a
person who, living according to the law of
the Individual Buddhas by nature having
medium faculties, bent on his liberation

The Dharmakirti—
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through the cultivation of detachment,
having the intention of attaining
Enlightenment exclusively through his own
mental development, depending on the
Sravaka-pitaka, practising major and minor
qualities, born at a time when there is no
Buddha in the world, gradually puts an end
to suffering. A Mahayanika (one who takes
the Great Vehicle) is a person who living
according to the Law of the Bodhisattvas,
by nature having sharp faculties, bent on
the liberation of all beings, depending on
the Canon of the Bodhisattvas, matures
other beings, cultivates the pure
Buddhadomain. receives predictions or
declarations (vyakarana) from Buddhas
end finally realizes the perfect and complete
Enlightenment (samyaksam-bodhi).

From this we can see that anyone
who aspires to become a Buddha is a
Bodhisattva, a Mahayanist, though he may
live in a country or in a cmmunity popularly
and traditionally regarded as Theravada or
Hinayana. Similarly, a person who aspires
to attain Nirvana as a disciple is a
Sravakayanika or Hinayanist though he
may belong to a country or a community
considered as Mahayana. Thus it is fond to
believe that there are no Bodhisattva in
Theravada countries or that all are
Bodhisattvas in Mahayana countries. It is
not conceivable that Sravakas and
Bodhisattvas are concentrated in separate
geographical areas.

Further, Asanga says that when a
Bodhisattva finally attains Enlightenment
(bodhi) he became an Arhant, a Tathagata
(i.e., Buddha).' Here it must be clearly
understood that not only a Sravaka
(disciple), but also a Bodhisttav becomes
an Arhant when he finally attains
Buddahood. The Theravada position is
exactly the same; the Buddha is an Arhant-
araham samma-sambuddho “Arhant, Fully

L—The Dharmakirti

The Mahayana unequivocally says
that a Buddha, a Pratyekabudha and a
Sravaka (disciple) all three are equal and
alike with regard to their Enlightement
(bodhi), with regard to their purification or
liberation from defilements or impurities
(klesavarana-visuddhi), This also is called
vimuktikaya (liberation-body), and in it
there is no difference between the three
That means that there are no three different
Nirvanas or Vimuktis for these three
persons. Nirvanas or Vimukti is the same
for all. But only a Buddha achieves the
complete liberation from all the obstructions
to the knowable, i.e., obstructions to
knowledge (ineyavaranavisuddhi), not the
Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas. This also
is called dharma-kaya (Dharma-body), and
it is in this and many other innumerble
qualities, capacities and abilities that the
Buddha becomes incomparable and
superior to Sravakas and
Pratyekabuddhas.

This Mahayana view is quite in
keeping with the Theravada Pali Tipitaka. in
the Samyutta-nikaya the Buddha says that
the Tathagata (i.e., Buddha) and a bhikkhu
(ie., sravaka, disciple) liberted through
wisdom are equal with regard to their
vimutti (liberation), but the Tathagata is
different and distinguished from the liberated
bhikkhu in that he (Tathagata) discovers
and shows the Path (magga) that was not
known before.?

These three states of the Sravaka,
the Pratyekabuddha and the Buddha are
mentioned in the Nidhikanda-sutia of the
Khuddakapatha, the first book of the
Khuddaka-nikaya, one of the five
Collections of the Theravada Tipitaka. It
says that by practising virtues such as
charity, morality, selfrestraint, etc., one may
attain, among other things, “the perfection

\ > ) of the disciple” (savakaparami),
and Perfectly Enlightened Buddha. “Enlightenment of the Pratyekabuddha
® 55 -




(paccekabodhi) and “the Buddha-domain”
(buddhabhumi).”® They are not called
yanas (vehicles).

In the Theravada tradition these are
known as Bodhis, but not Yanas. The
Upasakajanalankara, a Pali treatise dealing
with the ethics for the lay Buddhist, written
in the 12th century by a Thera called
Ananda in the Theravada tradition of the
Mahavihara at Anuradhapura, Ceylon, says
that there are three Bodhis: Savakabodhi
(Skt. Sravakabodhi), Paccekabodhi (Ski.
Pratyekabodhi) and Sammasambodhi (Skt.
Samyaksambodhi).** A whole chapter of
this book is devoted to the discussion of
these three Bodhis in great detail. It says
further that when a disciple attains the
Bodhi (Enlightenment) he is called Savaka-
Buddha (Skt. Sravaka-Buddha).’s

Just like the Mahayana the Theravada
holds the Bodhisattva in the highest
position. The commentary on the Jataka, in
the tradition of the Mahavihara at
Anuradhapura, provides a precise
example:*®* In the dim past, many
incalculable aeons ago, Gotama the
Buddha, during his career as Bodhisattva,
was an ascetic named Sumedha. At that
time there was a Buddha called Dipankar
whom he met and at whose feet he had the
capacity to realize Nirvana as a disciple
(Sravaka). But Sumedha renounced it and
resolved, out of great compassion for the
world, to become a Buddha like Dipankara
to save others. Then dipankara Buddha
declared and predicted that this great
ascetic would one day become a Buddha'’
and offered eight handfuls of flowers to
Sumedha and made pradksina.'® Likewise,
Dipankara Buddha's disciples who were
with him and who were themselves Arhans
offered flowers to the Bodhisattva and
made pradaksina. This story of Sumedha
distinctly shows the position a Bodhisattva
occupies in the Theravada.

Although the Theravada holds that
anybody can be a Bodhisattva, it does not
stipulate or insist that all must be
Bodhisattvas—which is considered not
practical. The decision is left to the
individual whether to take the Path of the
Sravaka or of the Pratyekabuddha or of the
Samyaksambuddha.But it is always clearly
explained that the state of a
Samyaksambudha is superior and that the
other two are inferior. Yet they are not
disregarded.

In the 12th century A.C., in Burma (a
strictly Theravada country) King Alaungsithu
of Pagan, after building the Shwegugi
Temple, set up an inscription in Pali verse
to record this act of Piety in which he
publicly declared his resolution to become
a Buddha and not a Sravaka.®

In Ceylon. in the 10th century, King
Mabhinda IV (956-972 A.C.) in a inscription®®
proclaimed that “none but the Bodhisattvas
would become kings of Sri Lanka (Ceylon).”
Thus it was belived that kings of ceylon
were Bodhisattvas. ‘

A Thera named Maha Tipitaka
Culabhaya who wrote the Milinda-Tika
(about the 12th century A.C.) in the
Theravada tradition of the Mahavihara at
Anuradhapura, says at the end of the book
in the colophon that he aspires to become a
Buddha: Buddho bhaveyyam “May | become
a Buddha,"' which means that this author
is a Bodhisattva.

We come across at the end of some
palm-left manuscripts of Buddhist texts in
Ceylon the names of even a few copyists
who have recorded their wish to become
Buddhas, and they too are to be considered
as Bodhisattva.

At the end of a religious ceremony or
an act of piety, the bhikkhu who gives
benedictions, usually admonishes the

The Dharmakirti —
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congregation to make a resolution to attain
Nirvana by realizing one of the three
bodhis—Sravakabodhi, Pratyeka-bodhi or
Samyaksambodhi—as they wish according
to their capacity.

There are many Buddhists, both
bhikkhus and laymen, in Ceylon, Burma,
Thailand, Cambodia, which are regarded
as Theravada countries, who take the vow
or resolution to become Buddhas to save
others. They are indeed Bodhisattvas at

There is a significant difference with
regard to the Bodhisattva ideal. The
Theravada, although it holds the Bodhisattva
ideal as the highest and the noblest, does
not provide a separate literature devoted to
the subject. The teachings about the
Bodhisattva ideal and the Bodhisattva
career are to be found scattered in their due
places in Pali literature. The Mahayana by
definition is dedicated to the Bodhisattva
ideal, and they have not only produced a

remarkable literature on the subject. but
also created a fascinating class of mythical
Bodhisattvas. B

(From: The Voice of Buddhism 1971)

different levels of development. Thus one
may see that in Theravada countries all are
not Sravakas. There are Bodhisattvas as
well.

1. It will be seen later that even a Buddha is an Arhant, both according to the Theravada and the Mahayana.
2. Dipavamsa, XXII 41, 42.

3. Vibhanga-Atthakatha (Tripitaka Publication Press, Colombo, 1932) pp. 7, 36, 223; Majjhimani-kaya-Atthakatha |,
(Tripitaka Publication Press, 1943), pp. 302, 335. These commentaries were translated into pali by Buddhaghosa in
the 5th century A.C. at Anuradhapura, Ceylon, from the original Sinhalese. But the origin of the Sinhalese
commentaries goes back to the 3rd century B.C., and they grew till about the 2nd century A.C.

4. Mhv. XXXVI1 41, 111,

5. . Pancappakarana-Atthakatha |, (Tripitaka Pub. Press, 1936), p. 190

d 6. Abhidharma-Samuccaya, ed. Pradhan, (Santiniketan, 1950), p. 79.
7. ltmust be noted that there is nothing called Arhant-yana.
8. Sandhinirmocanasutra, edite et traduit par Etienne Lamotte, Louvain (1935), pp. 73, 147, 198, 225

9. Abhidharma-samuccaya. p. 87

10. Ibid., p. 101.

11.  Sandhinirmocana-sutra, pp. 100, 149, 219, 257; Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 3; Trimsika, p. 15; Siddhi, p. 566.

12. Samyutta-nikaya il (PTS), p. 66.

13. Khuddakapatha (PTS), p. 7.

14. Upasakajanalankara (PTS), p. 340.

15. Ibid. p. 344,

16. Jatakal (PTS), p. 16. :

. Thisis called vyakarapa “prediction” or “declaration” by a Buddha, which was referred to earlier in asangas definition of
Mahayanika. There is no guarantee that all those who take the Bodhisttva-vow would one day become Buddha. But
when a Bodhisattva receives the vyakarana from a Buddha, he is definitely destiried to become a Buddha.

18. Pradaksina is to circumambulate clock-wise or walk round an object of veneration, keeping the object to the right. To
make pradaksina is a gesture of the highest veneration.

19. A portion of this inscription is reproduced in English in the Buddhist Devotion and Meditation by Pe Maung Tin (London,
S.P.C.K., 1964) pp. 56-58

20. epigraphia Zeylanica |, pp. 234, 237.

21. Milinda-Tika (PTS), p. 73. This is.a subcommentary (tika) on the famous Milinda-panha (Milinda’s questions) which is
referred to as an authority even in pali Commentaries.

NATURAL

In is natural that good deeds
produce good results.

—The Dharmakirti @ 57 -




(Z he Teadhings of Buddhism are now
so vast that there is much room for
concern over what might be the original and
basic teachings of Gautama, and what
might be additions through the ages, made
by many interpreters, particularly since it
must be remembered that nothing of the
Teachings was put into written form until
several centuries after the Great Decease.

One such segment of Buddhist
literature about which there is much
controversy as to its authenticity, is the
JATAKA, the Birth Stories of the Buddha,
presuming to be an historical account of the
previous incarnations of Gautama Buddha,
as he passed through many forms of life,
including once as a frog, a hare and a dog;
twice as a pig, four times as a cock and a
serpent; six times as an elephant, ten times
as a lion, eleven times as a deer.

Also Gautama was reported in the
JATAKA to have lived, among other forms,
twice as a thief, once as a devil dancer;
twenty times as Indra and twenty four times
as a brahamin, fifty eight times as a king,
eighty-three times as an ascetic; four times
as Maha Brahma. But never once as a
woman. Thus through a long chain of
successive personalities. Gautam made
his way to Perfect Buddhahood, where no
further births were necessary.

BIRTH STORIES

These birth stories have accordingly
been read with both critical and sympathetic
interest. Probably the greater part of
Buddhists believe that these Stories were
first taught by Gautama himself,, but this is

JATAKA

( BIRTH STORIES OF THE BUDDHA )

By Upasika Marie Harlowe

an error. Nowhere is there any record of
Gautama having presented these stories
himself. As a matter of fact, they were first
presented as holy legends, decades after
his passing. Indeed, Gautama taught that
there is no soul existing separately from the
body after death that man should renounce
the ‘clinging to existence’. How then could
there be a soul-transmigration in re-
incarnated forms?

The JATAKA Tales are the most
ancient and complete coliection of folk-iore
extant in the world today. They are ancient,
but no ancient history. (It should be
remembered that historical dates have
always been the weak point in Indian
literature and history). The Tales are at
least as old as the Buddhist canon compiled
at the Council of Vesali, 377BC.

After the death of their Master, the
followers of Gautams, as is usual, in
devotion identified Gautama’s most
memorable characteristics with personages
of folk-lore already extent in India, Gautama
Buddha was indentified with certain
renowned ancient sages in an effort to
relate their Teacher as a successor to
earlier prophets, indentifying him with the
heroes of popular fables.

The historical Buddha was never
shown in old sculpture directly, and it was
only much later that a pomposite picture of
these several earlier sages was presented
as picturing the Buddha, and Gautama
became a superhuman, deified by the Birth
Stories. Much of this lore preserved its
Indian origin more than the latter Buddhist
pattern, as is abundantly, clear in the

The Dharmakini—J
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content of the Tales — explaining why many
Buddhists find the Tales difficult to
understand as “Buddhist” Tales.

When the Council of Vesali was heid
it was true that a great schism had taken
place already in early Buddhism. It was
here that the Cannon was re-arranged.

The Dipavamsa reported changes
made at the Council. It was here that stress
was given to the Bodhisat ideal of the
Bodhisat developing through many efforts
and lives to become eventually a Buddha.
Already, in this Council, the Northern
Buddhists had changed the face of primitive
basic Buddhism. Some years later than this
Council, the Birth Stories were taken to
Ceylon by Mahinda, and there, later
translated into Sinhalese by Buddhaghosha
in the 5" Century, AD. It is this version
which is most well-known today, there is,
however, a shorter collection than the
whole voluminous book compiled at the
Council.

STILL EXIST

A few early copies of the Birth Stories
still exist in Tibet, Nepal and eisewhere.
Arya Sura, the Northern poet, who
transcribed some 24 of the Stories before
his death, intermingled and added a flowery
prose to them. Sura evidently lived before
434 AD when a Chinese translation was
made from his translation from Pali into
Sanskrit.

Prof. J. S. Speyer translated Sura’s
collection in 1895. Prof. Rhys Davids made
a transiation in 1880; in 1882 R. Morris
translated the Cariya Pitaka for the Pali
Text Society; in 1877 V. Fausball translated
the Stories into seven volumes in London;
and in London in 1895, E. B. Cowell
translated them in six volumes at
Cambridge; also in London (Oxford) H.
Kern made a similar effort (in 1895).

Aside from these scholarly translations

“—The Dharmakirti

the JATAKA Tales are found in widely
separated and different expressions the
world over, in the common miracle plays
and religious dramas, and in the fables of
many lands. Through a curious migration of
fables from country to country, the Stories
have spread into fields which are not
always aware of their origin. For instance,
Aesop’s Fable were not written by Aesop,
but were put together in the 14" Century at
constantinople, by the Monk Planudes, who
drew largely from JATAKA.

The Fables of Bobrinus in the 1%
Century BC were used by Phaedrus in the
1%t century AD and having in turn been
brought from India in the 4* century B.C. In
the 6™ century another version of which no
Sanskrit original is now available, was an
old Persian one, done into Pahlavi, and it
was in succeeding centuries translated into
Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, Latin and all modem
European languages.

VERY POPULAR

In the 8" Century one of the Stories
came into the Greek literature as “Barlaam
and Josaphat” and became very popular in
Europe, where it was translated into Latin
and seven other European languages,
including the lIce-Landic, Josaphat, the
Bodhisat-the Buddha, was canonized by
Christian Church in the 8™ Century!

If one does not lose sight of the truth
that the JATAKA Buddhist Stories were
never taught, or probably even known, but
Gautama himself - that indeed the Buddha
taught in his philosophy that no eternal soul
exists, one can neverthless derive great
benefit from a study of these Tales. There is
a certain amount of truth and morality in all
Fables. These Buddhist Birth Stories must
be considered in three aspects: @ The
Tales themselves. @ The frame-work of
their origin and development @ Their
interpretation on the widest and deepest
scale.

¢ 59



The stories have a loftiness of moral
thought, and beyond a belief in
metempsychosis, they have a wider claim
than mere externalism. If forms are often
exaggerated, the spirit of the Dhamma is
there also. Something more than a craving
for existence in future births is there. The
Teachings run through every Story.

What man has been makes him what
he is, and what he is will make him be what
comes in the future; there is an irresistible
force of all actions working as the only act
of creation recognized in Buddhism. In
Buddhism every man’s destiny is dependent
on his own acts. “As from a lump of clay a
workman makes what he pleases, even so
a man obtains whatever destiny he has
wrought out of himself”

The virtues of love and pity are
stressed. A mother who loves only her own
child learns a boundless love for all beings
even for all sentient life. When a Buddhist
can feel the suffering of pain even of
animals, he understands and pities the
whole sentient world. One of the most
popular of the Stories is when Gautama as

a Bodhisat in a previous birth, gave his
body to be eaten by a mother tiger so that
she could nourish her starving young.

Another much recited story of the
Buddha’s earlier life was as King
Vessantara, when he gave to everyone
who asked for, even his prized possessions,
including a valuable white elephant, and in
the end, gave even his children. Incidentally,
it is reported that Arya Sura, the translator
of the Stories, also gave his life to be
devoured by a starving tigress.

In the Stories, which certainly need
not be rejected out-of-hand, one can
perceive the Teaching of an unbroken chain
of cause-and-effect, of justice in a world of
the suffering of the innocent.

The Stories of the Buddha'’s continuing
lives need not be points in history,
but are rather situations in all lives which
arise many times. The Buddha is more
than a human figure in Time. The Buddha’s
Life is eternal as ever-changing Time-
and-Space. B Weekend (Ceylon)

(From: The Voice of Buddhism)

axle.”

FRIENDS

“The person who is kindly, who makes friends, makes welcome, is free from
avarice, is understanding, is a conciliator, such a one obtains good repute.

Generosity, kihdly speech, doing good to whatever person, fairness in all
things, everywhere as it is fit and proper, these are indeed the means on which
the world turns— just as a chariot on quickly dcpendmg on the pin of the wheel

MAN AND ANIMAL

Naturally, man has more benefit
from good deeds than animals;
and in the case of doing bad deeds,
man surpasses animals.

(DII1,192)

The Dharmakirti—
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D ne evening | set off from the temple
for a walk. It was a lovely sunny
evenig. Due to the good climate the
people on the street were feeling easy to go
here and there. | went to Acton Green
where | sat on a bench which was beside a
garden. Whilst enjoying nature and watching
the children who were playing | recalled my
childhood. | spent nearly one hour on the
green. On the way back to the temple |
heard someone shouting at another person.

‘ The words that | heard were unhuman, wild

and impolite. This made me start to think :
“Why? Why did that person use such
words? He was treating the other one as an
animal !”

One of the famous Sanskrit books
refers to differences between men and
other beings (animals, etc.) As with other
beings we humans also eat food to live, we
feel tired, and we take rest. Due to self-ego,
to our self-idea, we experience fear and all
of us are bound by sensual desire.
Through our sense doors we take in
sensual pleasure. We all enjoy seeing
things listening to music, smelling fragrance,
tasting good food, comforting our body and
fantasising. So what is the difference

between us ?
q The word ‘Man’ is presumably derived

from the Sanskrit word ‘Manas’, meaning
Mind. The human race is made up of not
only body but also of mind. Equipped with a
mind, man must be capable of thinking
since this is the specific function of the
mind. It is through the mind, not the body,
that human values can be understood,
appreciated and followed. If a person does
not use his mind to think rationally as well
as humanely, he is not worthy of belonging
to the human race.

‘Manassa ussannataya manussa’ —
man means mind, whilst ussana means
high, developed, cultured, etc. mind which
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Man or Animal

— Amrita Ratna Sthapit

highly developed is a human. Here we can
see how important the mind is. If it is
corrupted, if it is spoilt, we can then be
called an animal. The Buddha says that the
mind is the one who makes you a creature
or a divine being. He makes it clear that
cultivating one’s mind is not only for gaining
jhanic states and Enlightment, but also for
living happily in a society as a civilised
person. '

In one sermon, the Rahulovada Sutta,
the Buddha gives advice to the young monk
Venerable Rahula. Here Buddha asks
Rahula: “What is the importance of a
mirror?”. Rahula raplies: :Bhante, it is
reflection”. “In the same way, Rahula, one
should make one’s mind (mindfuiness) as a
mirror through which one can see and
judge one’s action”. We know that in our
modern society before we go out we dress
and go to a mirror to look at oneself making
sure that we are ready to present ourselves
to society. We consider about our
appearance very much. Why don’t we
consider about our mind in the same way?
Our mind should be alert. Not allowing
one’s feeling to over take one self and to be
one’s own master. One should develop the
mind. One should not be the slave to mind,
but the master. Mind is like a wild animal
who likes to be on its own. It does not like to
be under anybody’s commands. That is
why it is known as a wanderer. it goes
where ever it feels like. It travels very far
and alone. Nobody knows exactly where it
exists. Therefore, how are we going to
harness it? For this we should know where
does it and how does it survive. As we need
food, so our senses need food (object). The
eye needs form to see, then only eye
consciousness exists. Desire, greediness,
lust, anger, jealousy, conceit, love, kindness,
etc., are all such objects. Mind lives with at
least one of these.

Mainly we divide these objects into
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two — wholesome unwholesome. When our
mind is occupied with an unwholesome
thought whatever we do, bodily, verbalily or
mentally, becomes a bad action. That is the
time when we become close to other
animal beings. One’s position decreases,
and problems fear, worries arise. If one
knows the root of these mental states one
can overcome them. According to the
Abhidhamma, there are three unwholesome
roots in our mind: Lobha, Dosa and Moha —
attchment, hatred and delusion — these are
the roots of all evil actions. In the same
Alobha, Adosa and Amoha -~ detachment,
love and underatanding are the root of all
wholesome actions.

When we sit in meditation, we can
watch the nature of our mind. Where it lives
and how, and understanding it. Being

May gou be peacefel and Fapty,

Don’t believe in anything,
simply because you have heard it.

Don’t believe in anything,
simply because it is spoken and rumored by many.

Don’t believe in anythiny,
simply because it is found written in your religious books

Don’t believe in anything,
merely on the authority of your teachers and elders.

Don’t believe in anything,
they have been handed by down for many generations.

But, offer observation and analysis.
When you find that anything agrees with reason and

conducive to the good and benefit of one and all]
then accept it and live up to it.

BUDDHA
Inspiring You for a better tomorrow.

aware of it we try to concentrate. Keeping
the mind on an object we develop
mindfulness. Concentration on breating is a
very popular method, or meditation on
loving-kindness, or recalling one's daily
events. These are all useful medhods.

Meditation is an exercise for the mind
which keeps our minds healthy and fresh.
As people think about the health of their
bodies, in the same way one shouid think
about our mind’s health. If it becomes ill, we
becomeill. If it becomes evil and weakened,
we become evil and weakened. And if it
becomes good, we will be called good.
Meditation brings peace of mind and
calmness. You become aware of every
action you do. Such meditation can be
practised not only by Buddhists, but by non
Buddhists too.
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