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it or not, we ar! there in “Twenty
ntury”! More than 4 decades ago,
ur pillars of Nepal Bhasa literature,
shing Kansakar, iwrote that ancient
more valuable tp us. Let’s educate
ings for new generation to come,
will be overpowered by others”¥.
seen four decades ago, now the

one of the f
Mr. Yog Bi
tradition is|
our fellow
otherwise,
What he

“Education
characterist
& Educati
# Gender
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r all children”.  Similarly, major
of the 21¢ centqry are

uality

@ Health services( Maternity and Child Health
as well as HIV/AIDS)

#® Information flow and clear communication

# Reduction of poverty .

Even a superficial analysis of the Buddhist
philosophy shows that Buddha has already paved
a super highway for us. He started the Buddhist
education by giving the Dhamma Chakka Pabatan
to five Dhamma-seeking sages and emphasized
on “charattha Bhikkhaway” or encouraged the
Bhikkhus to spread around and to disseminate the
Tathagata’s teachings to lay people. He has
always emphasized on “Clear-cut speeches” and
to pass good things to people and has termed it as
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“Dhamma Dana”. This is definitely information
flow and clear communication.

Equality ahd equity is, of course, the main
education of Buddhism, regardless of caste and
creeds, gender, and economic status. Poverty
reduction, which is the first Millennium
Development Goal, has been addressed in
Buddhism by stating roles and responsibilities of

householders in terms of household economy and.

peaceful household life. It always accentuated

the fact that people should always fight against:

the ignorance and laziness and earn enough to
spend for basic needs, saving for rainy days and
to allocate some Dhamma. This definitely is
directly linked with the strategy for Poverty
Reduction. '

Gender equality has been one of the major
strength in Buddhist philosophy which, although
distorted in some ways, has always made
Buddhism as progressive religion. Budhha not
only preached about it, but also practiced by
introducing Bhikkhuni Shashan and also by
honoring Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunis on the same
footing with “Edadak” titles.

Health service has been always been a

priority among other’ good deeds in Buddhism.

A “Heé;lth is Wealth” is highly revered in Buddhism. A

These are some of the base which puts
Buddhism in frontline to address the millennium
development goal in 21% century. This is exactly
the education that any dhamma teacher needs to
impart knowledge and let people practice it in
their daily lives. Unless, the teacher practices
herself/himself, the teaching will loose its
genuinenity and authencity. In a book, “The
Monk and the Philosopher”, the monk was asked
what made him attract to the Tibetan Buddhism
and became a monk. He said, “I had the
impression of seeing living being who were the
very image of what they taught.... Tibetan
Buddhist masters are not trying to develop a
doctrine but rather to be faithful and accomplished
inheritors of a spiritual tradition thousands of
years old.”¥. This is a genuine example to

illustrate that impact of education is effective °

—R& @

-+ This is what new generatién will be loo

only if it is practiced by the teachers themsclveﬁs
ing for’
and we need our teachers, especially our dl; jmma
teachcrs, who can practice what they preach. |

- Readingdifferent articles written by wariops

-writers in the “Ananda Bhoomi” vol.31 no 11.;

Buddhist Monthly : March/April 2004 Qn
Venerable Mahasthavir Aswoghosa, and knowmg
him for last 3 decades, I can proudly introd
him as the Monk for the 215 Century to the wor d
He is an educator, yet less formal degrees, he vdas
a member of Upper House, yet without poht1¢a1
background, he is angered quickly and does not
have sweet tongue, yet loved by people for hlS
simplicity, generosity, compassionate natlke,
straight forward communication. He is nota rich
monk, who is getting support from foreign'donprs
or patroned by wealthy familiés, but he is 4 giving
in nature person. He has not earned any Natlohal
‘awards or Royal recognitions as other Nepali
writers, but he has already authored moré tharf 90
books and is the founder of two Bmddhlst
Magazines, one of which he is still workmg asfthe
Chief Editor.

Venerable Ashwoghosh has no chﬁdxe of

_his own but is taking care of 11 girls under the
‘Dhyankuti, Vihara roof. He is the foqn HL

Bhikkhu Training Center in Sangharam and

Buddhist Study Circles to mobilize youth in nght
path of education. This shows his leadershlp
quality in youth mobilization and gradually ¢ven
infecting in Gyan Mala Bhajan groups. }s I
remember 10-20 years ago, he was not a popular

Bhikkhu at that time. If anybody knows him, -

people know him as a communist Bhante, as an
arrogant Bhante, and my grand mother uséd to
call him “Tankali Bhante” and “Hyatn macha
Bhante” (first quotation meaning “angry Bhante”

and the second one “child like bhante”.” When I
asked her why she called him “Hyaun macha
bhante”, she answered that he gets angry ‘very
quickly and gets cool down quickly and $tarts
even giggling and talking to people w1thbui any
grievances. This I think has been elaboralﬁvely
stated by most of the people who wrote about him

AR afes, 4.8, Wro—~
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in the Anada Bhoomi. Some other adjectives
used by the writers in the magazine were as
follows: ‘

Non orthodox, practical than idealistic,
ideal teachler, good trainer, inspiring writer, ideal
monk, clepr and down to earth, fearless, non

discriminating, less caring for praise and

recognitiog, popular, 1mpress1ve personality,

compassiopate, active, high tempo, arrogant,

harsh tonjgue, straight forward, energetic,
conﬁdent simple, short temhpered, social work
loving, giving in nature,

Wom! It is a huge llst' Compare it with
Budha Gurja when we recite “Itipisso bhagawa,
arham,... I is longer than that. However, it has
some non-Buddha gunas, top. Anyway, look at

- these adjec}ives, and reflect; upon them and so

many of them are un-negotiablly essential to
survive in;the 21 century.

My‘ emory goes back to the time when
Ven Aswoghosh was not a: popular monk for
preaching. |He used to be called as a “Nastik”
Bhante: It} is because, he is not an orthodox
monk. He|even questions-some Pali grantha
statements, (which seems to be unacceptable to
the most faithful followers of Buddhism. He
believes in| practice than 1n preachlng He
empha51zes on “Pratipati Puja” than in-“Amish
Puja”. He feiterately and rigidly repeats every
time like a broken record that we need to change
our behavior and need to come out of orthodox
Samskara. 'This was not dlgesnble for the people
at that time} : Eventually the era is now 21%
century and| his rigidity is Bemg realized and
understood; by people what hb is living for and
understood1 at religion is nat to understand in
cognitive lelv 1 but need to be ﬂractlced Thus, he
started to Q ome more and more popular not
only in the% youth groups, but also in elderly
groups Ilkq n Gyan Mala Bhajan groups. 1
started to hear from the elderly and educated
people admi ng him and respecting his sermons
more and mb e. Therefore, Ithhnk he is the monk
of 21% centrp !

My m ory goes back ko the time, when

“Pore -srearely AT Rrdvy swg—
we used to get very scared that Venerable
Aswoghosh will be angry. He needs everything
on time, he needs everything perfect in his own
standard and least concern to what others say. He
is very rigid, which I am hearing from others that
he is still like that. But his difference from other
people, is that he is able to offer self-criticism in
public and makes it a window to educate others.
This quality of self-criticism is essential for our
advancement in the 21% century. Therfore, I
think, he is the monk of 21% century. ’

My memory goes back to the time, when
he was encouraged by some nuns to go for
Vipassana meditation. He did not ignore this
suggestion because this was not from some
superior male teachers; he rather took this advice
and went for meditation. Moreover, he kept on
thanking to the advice when he came back from
the meditation. He wrote articles and he got
transformed into a very mindful person. He, of
course, gets angry every now and then, but he
started to have a presence of mind and quickly he
realizes his temper and he collects himself
together for apology. Thus, his arrogance is
transformed into mindfulness, which is one of the
inner qualities we need to develop in 21% century.
Therefore, I think he is the monk of 21% century.

My memory goes back to the time, when
we were young giggling girls, who are restlessly
trying to learn Buddhism under the leadership of
Venerable Dhammawati Guruma. As she is a
woman, she was experiencing gender
discrimination even in Buddhist circles, let alone
in the other cultures. Some of the leading monks
were opposing to give sermons in the ceremonies,
where Guruma was invited as one of the speakers,
stating that monks and Anagarikas should not be
sitting on the same forum on par with monks. It
was even argued by monks that the word
“Vihara” should not be used by nuns, as it may
confuse people from the place where monks
reside.” This is the state of mind of the leading
monks when Venerable Aswoghosh has provided
his enlightening support to the Dharma Kirti
Boudha Adhyan Gosthi forum which was founded

® QL—
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by a nun. This shows his fair judgement for the
good cause without gender bias attitude. He, in
my judgement, is the only monk I have seen so far
who is not afraid to talk for nuns, work with nuns,
fight with nuns, and promote for nuns’ good work
and publicly accept his learning from nuns.
When there was a controversy on the ordination
of Bhikkhunis, he openly supported the idea.
Similarly; when Bhikkhunis initiated the tradition
of reciting Mahaparitran, majority of monks
- opposed the action even in 21% century. I am
aware of the fact what made the monks opposed
to it, but my appeal to them is to get down to the
root objective of the Mahaparitran and to reflect

upon the fact what is this for and what is the

motive of the sponsor. Like Buddha says, do not
accept any concept only because it is said by a
great sage or Guru or written in the script, but
_reflect upon it and think the rationale of the
concept, only then you accept it. This is what
Venerable Ashwoghosh does and advises people
to do. On this ground, he has been trying to make
intervention on many traditional values and
norms, including gender bias practices in society.
This shows his dedication to equal development
‘of male and female. This is what MDG and 21%
"century has target set out to create gender equity
society. Therefore, I think he is the monk of 21%
century. ‘

My memory goes back to the time, when I
can hardly write articles. Venerable Ashwog

has taught us as young members of Dharma K
Baudha Adhyan Gosthi not only to write articles,
but also how to organize formal meetings and
keep record of the meetings in a minute book. He
gave all the points to write the article and let us
exercise in writing as well as reading out aloud in
front of audience. This definitely paid off to me
personally, as I not only started to write article but
also participated in competitions. I also won a
prize in one of the literary competitions organized
by Inter College Nepal Bhasa Sahitya Samelan.
Because of his training in my childhood to speak
in front of the public audience, I am able to cope
with some of the demands of 21% century.

—T e

Therefare, I think Venerable Ashwoghosh is the
monk of the 21% century.

Venerable Ashwoghosh is a monk h\lt npt
limiting himself to rituals that is usually done By
the monks with the robe. He rather opposes sone
of the rituals for the sake of ritual. He e?(pecfts
higher level of devotion rising from ritual to
manifest in action which will be useful fpr
“Bahujan hitaya, bahujan sukhaya”. He believes
education as a major strategy for hum n
development. He demonstrated by establishipg
Bhikkhu training center and being a founder for
many youth groups. Consequently, he takes prlde
in declaring some of the young monks'as his
pupils, who are coming up as rising sun §in
Buddhistic development. There is no doubt
these monks are talented and have their o&vn
potenuallty, but having a role model in front of
the young novices does make it dlfferencehn
taking a direction. There are many wild ﬂowers
which bloom beautifully in the forest also,
their value goes up when they are well o‘fgfani ,ed
and nurtured in the nursery. It gives more value
when it is arranged in a bouquet. Similarly, these
young monks could achieve better, but with the
proper guidance and education, they can contribute

even more meaningful way. Thus, Vdnerafble

Ashwoghosh has been able to leave his l’egfnd
and gave birth to future leaders. Therefore, I
think, he is the monk of the 21% century.

CONCLUSION

Reflecting: upon my acquamtance W1th
Venerable Ashwoghosh, and some of the artl;:les
written on him by various writers, I can categ ize
him as Type A Behavior Pattern personallty
nutshell, this type of personality is character;zcd
by their behavior in time pressure, compeuhveﬂess,
and their expression of anger. This type of
personality people will be working against the
clock, doing several things at once. They will be
irritated and get impatience with others due to time
pressure. They will be unhappy if they do nq get
anything to do. These people will be always
achievement oriented and need to be substantjated
by productivity or concreteness.

:E
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Ashivoghosh Mahasthav1r has been able to
establish many youth groups and even the first
Bhikkhu Ttaining Center. From Ananda Bhoomi
magazine, e can see that he is able to produce so
many solid’Buddhist leaders,in the form of young
monks, wHo we can see are coming in a very
dynamic way to present Buddhism in a new
perspective as well as giving continuity to what
has already been there. We can read very loud
and clear that they do acknowledge to Mahasthavir
Ashwoghosh. = However, funfortun,ately, this
training cepter could not coﬁtinue, due to many
factors. Ong of them may be lack of management
skill in Reyererid Ashwoghosh to continue this

.center. It tould have been!one of the leading

Buddhist Tfaining Centers, which may even get
internatiqb al attention. . Fortunately or
unfortunately, he does not crfve for this kind of
recognitioh, he is a task master and just want to

“firey smﬂ:‘m TeryfaR” Ry srg—
do it rather than developing strategic plan for the
future. This may be due to his personallty Type

- A temperament.

In terms of their anger, they may seem
hostile to .others although their anger is more
directed inwards and will be self-critical. This is
exactly how I see Venerable Ashwoghosh. His
characteristis like, ability to work in time pressure,

achievement oriented, progressive in thinking,

versatility of working from a monk to a
parliamentarian, straight forward communication,
respect to feminine gender and non-discrimination
practice and with clear vision of the future, I dare
saying he is the monk of the 21% century. -

On his 77* birthday, I would like to wish
him most prosperous birthday and may he be able
to enkindle many young minds to contribute in

this world! =

€ Gyan Mala Bhajan : '

# Revel, J-F, & M. Ricard. 1998. The Monk and the Philosopher, translated by John Canti. London:
Thorsong. Pp.5-6. This bgok is a collection of dialogue between a father and a son, who are well
known pt.rsonahtles in France. Father is a well known journalist and a philosopher and son became
-a Tibetan sect monk after completlng his doctoral thesis in molecular genetic research.

» I even had a series of interaction through letter to editor column in a leading paper on this subject.

.
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The Role of

The Sangha and The Laity : |

1
!
B Ven. Walpola Piyananda 7 f

Abbot. Dharma Vijaya Buddhist Vihara, U.S.A.

n the Sigalovada Sutta, the Buddha clearly
explains the roles of the Sangha and the
Laity towards each other. While the Laity takes
upon itself to look after the material needs of the
Sangha, the main duty of the latter is to teach the
Laity the way of right living with the 'highest gift'
— the Gift of Dhamma. Besides this, on-important
events in the lives of the people, such as child
birth, marriage, sickness and death, they inevitably
seek the services of the monk.

. This interrelationship between the Sangha
and the Laity thus ensures that both play equally
important roles in society. -Ed.

The Buddhasasana consists of two kinds of
members, sangha and lay people. For mostly
linguistic reason, these are further divided into

two groups each, the sangha consisting of

bhikkhus and bhikkhunis (monks and nuns), and
the laity consisting of Upasakas and Upasikas
(male and female devotees).

The continued existence and development
of the Buddhasasana depends on the

interrelationship among these groups. However,

the sangha holds the direct responsibility for the
sasana or Buddhist system. The laity supports the
sangha to keep the Buddhasasana going. ’
The approach to Buddhasasana is threefold:
1. Pariyatti :
the study of the Buddha's doctrine;
2. Patipatti :
the practice or pursuit of the teaching as
distinguished from the more theoretical
knowledge of its wording;
3. Pativedha:
penetration, which signifies the realization of
the four great truths as expounded by the
Buddha. The sangha members must engage
themselves throughout their lives in the

—q00 @&

k
practice putting the teaching of the Bud{lha
into practice, to teach and spread it. , |

This makes very clear that the sangha }ms
specially reserved itself for learning, teaching,
preaching and spreading Buddhadhamma. The
Buddha said: "parattam patipajjatha" "do )EOur
duty for the welfare of others."”

Itis very clear that a monk or nun ﬁndi no
time to engage himself or herself in any other
deed or function; hence their lives depend on; the
support of others. They do not have time to
engage in any business to earn their living. It
requires, necessarily, a community, to mai

those sangha members who sacrifice their tlme

and energy for others' welfare, The requ.ﬁred
community for this purpose consists: of lay
devotees, both male (upasaka) and female
(upasika).

The lay devotees have undertaken this duty

~ of theirs since the days of the Buddha, sa the

Buddhasasana has been protected. The relauodshlp
between sangha and laity that has commenced
during the days of the Buddha in the courge of
timé took some relevant changes from time to
time, from period to period, as the sotiety
happened to change Consequently, the Budtihist
monks and nuns in many Buddhist countries
happened to adapt themselves to the situatioa and
became teachers of other subjects as well as
advisors of kings, eventually becoming the
teachers of rulers, kings, princes, ministers and
the majority of the people. In some counme&such
as Sri Lanka and Thailand, Buddhist monks tame
to be recognized as the guarding deities of every
family (jatiye mura devatava).

Due to this relationship between rulers and
sangha, Buddhist monasteries in those countries
took progressive steps. While Buddhism was

AR Wi, 4§ Wy —

Downloaded from http://www.dhamma.digital

[REE TS 3



LR ol

becoming progressive on one side, it seemed on
the othe* bide that politicians began to utilize the
monastic progress for their own gain. This was
particularly the case in Sri Lanka.

The progress of the temples and monasteries
and other Buddhist objects of worship such as the
bodhi treej and stupas have*become the cause of
the pride of the laity.

‘The| value and importance of a monk's
being a teacher or instructor of a family as well as

of the whdle nation has beeh reflected not in his.
e with high and|rich families but his-

acquaintz
contact with the majonty oﬂ the ordinary people.
A monk tHat lived in a vnllage was honored by
villagers bécause they treateqi him as their teacher
and guide who would bring them both worldly
and spiritugl progress.

For very important évent in the lives of
people in Theravada countnbs, people called on
the monastery, always holding in their hearts
memory of| the monks. The:time of pregnancy,
giving birtH to the child, the first time the child
tastes food,|the auspicious moment at which the
child is made to study for'the first time, the

occasion of marriage, times of sickness of family
members, the death of a-family member, the
occasions when a meritorious deed is done in the

name of the eparted one: On all these and similar
e lay people inevitably sought the

occasions |

needs.

“Pre arerery wrETeaPr B arg—
instruction of the monk.
The service of a monk on every such

-occasion was expected by lay devotees. Monks

ministered their service out of compassion and

purity of heart, expecting no gain whatsoever.

This being the case, the lay devotees never forgot

to fulfill their duties towards the monks, as the

Buddha advised thiem in the Siglaovadasutta:-
"A member of a family (a layman) should

minister to recluses and brahmins as the zenith in

five ways:

by affectionate acts;

by affectionate words;

by affectionate thoughts; _

by keeping open house for them:

by supplying them with their worldly

"In this way ministered to as the zemith,

‘recluses and brahmins show their love for the

members of the family (laymen) in six ways:
they keep them from evil;
they exhort them to do good;
they love them with kindly thoughts;
they teach them with they have not learned;
they correct ‘and refine what they have
learned;
- they reveal to them the way to heaven.
"In this way is the zenith protected and
made safe and secure for him." W

— WA A 1.4, wvs : :
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Now you are

no more playful-
boys like those
who play balls
and jill-balls in
the street !

M

SANGHARA

The first Bhikkhu Training Centre in Nepﬁal"#i

M Bhikkhu Ananda (M.A. Pandit)

angharam - The first Bhikkhu Training
Centre in Nepal's Theravada Buddha-
sasana history - was blossomed at Luti-dhalko,
Bhisnumati in 1981. The land and its locality
before this centre took its birth, was. a totally
discarded, abandoned and a waste-land, adjoined
with graves where almost every day one or two
dead-bodies were cremated. :

Amidst endless hurricanes and hardships,
Sangharam started its journey up to date on its
own way. The journey was not as easy as that of
bed of roses, smooth and steady - to reach its
destination. , _ :

To bring about a complete new facet, there
came a dynamic force that grave hand-in-hand for
this purpose: That force nobody else than four
human powers they are: the most Venble
Aswashosh Mahathera, Ven'ble Maitri,
Mr. Dwarika Das Shrestha and Miss Ratnamaya
Shakya.

Mr. Dwarika Das Shrestha and Miss Ratna
Maya Shakya (we still call them - "Data-ba" and
"Data-maa" !) are such a devoted two persons
towards Buddha-sasana, who tirelessly undertook
the heavy-burden to bring up as "Sangharam” on
their shoulders - devoting their time and money
and every effort both physically and
psychologically.

—-‘]OQ o
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In order to tackle and tally to such a
situation, there came another two intellecjual
forces nobody else than the most Ven. Aswaghosh
Mahathera and Ven. Maitri Thera - who have
rendered a yeoman - service for this purpose.

My memory vividly pierces throughf the
past-days ! We, a group of ten young boys then,
five from Balambu (Bhaddiya, Upatissa, Anahda,
Saddhatissa and Mangala) and five from Patan
(Sobhita, Kondanna, Kolita, Dhammika [and
Vineeta) were fortunate enough to be the first
batch and first production of this centre.

It was the time in the early morns oii lip-
shivering and body-freezing winter season, we
were in sound sleep warmly covered and cusHined
with heating blankets, we suddenly used to'hear
the ... Trinn ! ... Trinn !! ... sound of the ésual
bicycle bell in which we knew, our moriing meal
was being brought by our "Data-bhaa".
Mr. Dvarika Das Shrestha, deliciously prepared
by our "Data-Maa" Ratna maya Shakya. Apd to
prepare all this, both morning and noon-meal she
was supported by Gyani Tata and SuwarnaiTata.
I wish may she (Suwarna Tata) attain Nibbana
with the help of her meritorious deed ! _

Ven. Maitri Thera used to teach us the
preliminary lessons like Paritta - chanting, Sekhiya
- Dharma, Samanera - Vinaya and Catu -
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‘Paccavekkhana. Everyday in the morning and in

the evening, after our "Vandana" we had to be
ready to pesent the lessons what we learnt by
heart. Those who failed, had to miss breakfast and
lunch ! I was fourtunate enough to perform well
each day :% that I missed not/a single meal ! One-
day, I could|still remember, some of my colleagues,

failed to give - lessons well and were ordered not

to participage the lunch and allowed to them only
those who |preformed well. 1 felt sorry for my
colleagues who missed that day's lunch !
Somgtimes, we faced the shortage of water
in our temple. And we were helpless to fill the
water-tank promptly as there were no other water
- resources. We had to bring the water from Dhobi
Chaura at Dhalko. We take whatever there were,
nd Jugs, Kettles and Buckets to bring the
water along the Dhalko-road in the early morns of
the freezing} winter !
were reborn as "Sameneras" according
- tradition on 28
1 1981. It was indeed an unforgetable
e day in my - life. The late Sangha
Mahanayakd, Dr. Amritananda Mahathera was
presided over the ceremonial occasion of our
ordination-fiy as Upajjhaya (the Preceptor).
I could still femember, that day the way to us he
adviced - "Npw you are no more playful-boys like
those who play balls and jill-balls in the street !
Now you ¢ah no more run and jump, play and
dance ! you ajl have become sons of the Buddha !"
, I was scared, listening the speech
that how can I control in my bodily, verbal and
mental-actiog ! Gradually I could restrain my self

~asl emerged fin my clergy-life.

There as a great impre§ssion and demand
lgvotees to offer! "Bhojana-Dana".
t} - Guruma was ithe helping-hand,
everyday to |regulate "Bojana" and "Jalpana"
daily at Dharfnakeerti - Vihara,

'Pindapata Carika" (going on alms-
begging); We toured this Carika instations and
out stations |of Kathmandu ' Valley such as
Bhaktapur, Phtan, Balambu, Banepa, Panauti,
Khopashi, Kiftipur and so many other village
areas. This Carika threw an impressionable and
t over the minds of Buddhist and
non-Buddhisitj

. In fact, jwe too spiritually enjoyed a lot, a
Joy of internal peace, yet we oh the other hand,
¢

— S wivs, 4.8, Wrs

bst significant event during those- -

“Prey sreareity mareafaT friy ag—
had to suffer physically as we had to walk on
barefoot in the freezing seasen of winter.
Sometimes our feet and toes got wounded and
splitted due to the intense coldness ! Alas ! our-
poor-soft-feets !! .

Every our fresh-day starts at 4 a.m. in the
dawn. Ven. Maitri stanids by the side of our beds in
which we were in sound sleep covered
by warm-blankets ! We had to get up sharp at 4
a.m. ! A minute's late means punishment ! that one
should be ready to be bathed with a jugful of cold-
water while covering with warm-blankets in the
beds. Whoever he may be no excuse ! No pardon !!

Then we perform our momingduties like
daily Buddha- Vandana. Chanting Paritta, Cheaning
the premises and corridoors. Two of us should go
to prepare breakfast and lunch in the kitchen.

Our classes then start ! We were fortunate
enough to be taught and trained by the most
efficient group of masters both clergy and laity.
What a wonderful ! For 10 students, the teachers
were about 15 in number ! And more than that,
the subjects we had to learn were vast and large !
We even did not have time to sigh or relax ! One
period after another ...! My goodness ! How many
subjects ... Pali Sanskrit, Sinhala, Burmese,
English, Abhidharma, History and ethics ! .

Thank you very very much for those who
voluntarily taught us sincerely, contributing their
invaluable time ! Our sincere and heartiest
gratitude goes to them who are, Ven. Buddhaghosh
Mahathera, Ven. Aswaghosh Mahathera. Ven.
Kumara Kashyapa Mahathera, Ven. Sudarshan
Mahathera. Ven. Susobhana thera (now Dr. Mitra
Susobhana) Ven. Silabhadra, Ven. Bodhisena
Thera, Ven. Gunaghosha Thera, Ven. Maitri,
Dhammawati Guruma, Magunawati - Gurumia,
Prof. Suwarna Shakya. Prakash Bajracharya and
Mr. Baradesh Manandhar ! -

And at the last but not the least, we are ever
and ever indebted and grateful to our Gurudeva
most Ven. Aswaghosh Maha Thera ! Today, this
writer, whatever he has achieved in course of his
clergy - life is due to the dynamic, pragmatic and
influential instructions and guidance of our
Gurudeva which have moulded our life way.
Once again, I feel great honour myself to be one
of his first batch students and the first production
of Sangharam Bhikkhu Training Centre ! .
"May my Sangharam last long ! live long !!!" B
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