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GOOD

Question: Blhi I have heard people say that
. Buddhists wonship idols. ~ - -
- Answr: Such| statements only reflect the
" misunderstandig of the persons who make them.

statue worshi
Buddhists do npt believe. that the Buddha was a
god, so how c¢uld they possibly believe that a

piece of woodidr metal is 4 god-? All religions use

symbols to expfess various concepts. In Taoism,
the ying-yang; is-used to symbolise the harmony
- between opposifes. In Sikhism, | e sword is uded
 to symbolise spiritual struggle. In Christianity, the
fish is used to symbolise Christ’s presence and the
cross is used b symbolise his sacrifice. And in
Buddhism, the statue of the Bufldha is used to
perfection. The statue of the
inds us of the human dimension
hing, the fact t

idols is not cot . ]

Question: Wh do people'burn paper money
and do all kinds of strange thu1g5' in_Bflddhist
temples?

-Answer: Many |things seem strafige to us when
we don’t underptand them. Rather than dismiss
such things as §trange, we should strive to find
out their meaninf. However, it is trie that Buddhist
practice someéfimes has its orgin in popular
superstition ard misunderstanding rather than the
teachings of|- the Buddha, And such
misunderstandifigs are not found in Buddhism
-alone, but arisé |n all rehgxons frdm time to time.
The Buddha tdught with clarity ahd in detail and
if some fail toni rstand fully,th Buddhacannot

1, ‘Wh’ai is rﬂudéﬁtsm é

t Buddhism is,

The Dt A Buddiist Moty

N Ven. S. Dhammika
In the same .way, if aman is oppressed and - :
tormented by the disease of the defilements but

 does not seek the help of the Buddha, that is not
the Buddha ’s fault.

The dictibnary defines an idol as “an image or -

ped as a god”. As have seen,

) JN28-9

Nor should Buddhxsm or any rehgnon be
Judged by those who don’t practice it properly. If

'you wish to know the true teachings of Buddhism,

read the Buddha’s words or speak to those who
understand them properly.

Question: If Buddhlsm is so good why are some\
Buddhist countries poor?

Answer: If by poor you mean economzcally poor;

then it is true that some Buddhist countries are

poor. But if by peor you mean a poor quality of
life, then perhaps some Buddhist countries are

quite rich. America, for example, is an

economically rich.and powerful country but the

crime rate is one of the highest in the world,

millions of old people:are neglected by their

children and .die of loneliness in old people’s

homes, domestic violence and child abuse are

- major problems. One in three marriages end in
- divorce, pomography is. easily available. Rich in
- terms of money-but perhaps poor in terms of the

“quality of life. Now, take Burma, a country that -

is economically backward. Parents are honoured
and respected by their children, the crime rate is
relatively low, divorce and suicide are almost
unheard of, as are domestic violence and child
abuse, pornography and sexual licence are non-
existent. Economically backward, but perhaps a
higher quality of life than in a country like
America. But even if we judge Buddhist countries
in terms of economics alone, one of the wealthiest
and most econonncally dynamic countries in the
world today is J apan where 93% of the populanon

call themselves Buddhlsts

to be} continue...
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