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GO0D QUESTION GOOD mswm

1. Yhat is Buddhism 2

Question : Why is it that you don't often hear of
charitable work being done by Buddhists ?
Answer : Perhaps it is because Buddhists don't feel
the need to boast about the good they do. Several
years ago the Japanese Buddhist leader Nikkho
Nirwano received the Templeton Prize for his work
~ in promoting inter-religious harmony. Likewise a
Thai Buddhist monk was recently awarded the

prestigious Magsaysay Prize for his excellent work -

among drug addicts. In 1987 anther Thai monk,
Ven. Kantayapiwat was awarded the Norwegian
Children in rural areas. And what about the large
scale social work being done among the poor in
India by the Western Buddhist Order ? They have
built schools, child minding-centres, dispensaries
and small scale industries for self-sufficiency.
Buddhists see help given to others as an expression
of their religious practice just as other religious do

but they believe that it should be done quietly and

without selfpromotion. Thus you don't hear so much
about their charitable work.

Question: Why are there so many different types
of Buddhism ?
Answer: There are many different types of sugar:
brown sugar, white sugar, granulated sugar, rock
‘'sugar, syrup and icing wugar but it is all sugar and it
all tastes sweet. It is produced in different forms so
that it can be used in defferent ways. Buddhism is
the . same. There is Theravada Buddhism, Zen
Buddhism, Pure Land Buddhism, Yogacara
Buddhism and Vajrayana Buddhism but it is all
Buddhism and it all has the same taste - the state of
- freedom. Buddhism has evolved into different
forms so that it can be relevant to the different
cultures in which it exists. It has been reinterpreted
over the centuries so that it can remain relevant to
each new  generation. Outwardly, the types of
Buddhism may seem very different but at the centre
of all of them is the Four Noble Truths and the
Eightfold Path. All major religions, Buddhism
included, have split into schools and sects. But the
_ different sects of Buddhism have never gone to war
with each other, they have never expressed hostility
towards each other and to this day, they go to each
other's temples and worship together, Such tolerance.
and understanding is certainly rare.

from the cup, After he has drunk,

®m Ven. S. DMII(& '

Questwn : You certainly think hfglll
Buddhism. I suppose you think your réllgl n is
right and all the others are wrong,

Answer : No Buddhist who understandsﬂlet »
teaching thinks that other religions. are . No '
one who has made a genuine effort to e ejother
religions with an open mind could thmﬂ llk that
either. The first thing you notice when you study the
different religions is just how much they. have in
common. All religions acknowledge 's
present state is unsansfactory All beh

includes love, kmdness, patience, geml
social responsibility and all accept the exis
some form of Absolute. « |

They use different languages, dlﬁil‘l\ 'names
and dlfferent symbols to describe and eXplai
things; and it is only when they narrow-i
cling to their one way of seeing things 3
intolerance, pride and self-righteonsness arige.

Imagine an Engllshman, 2 anc

fools you are. It's a cawan. The Englis
dictionary and shows it to the others $ ym , "I can
prove thatitis a cup. My dnctlonary says
says the Fr¢nchman
tasse."
nary is
so my

your dictionary is wrong,"
"because my dictionary clearly says itis
The Chineses scoffs at them. "My«
thousands of years older than yo
dictionary must be right. And besides, mo people
speak Chinese than any other lan ¢, S0 it must
be a pei.” While they are squabbling and arguing -
with each other, a Buddhist comes up: apd drinks
he sgys to the
others, "Whether you call it a cup, a tasse, a peiora
cawan, the purpose of the cup is to . Stop
arguing and drink, stop squabbling and re esh your
thirst." This is the buddhist atutudp to)the other
religions.
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