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. the present timé.

At the

some monks squght to change ceytain minor rules in
the Vinaya bull were opposed by the elder Theras,
who remained| known as the orthodox Theravada
School. Thesei monks then broke off to form a

: separate, unorthodox School called Mahasanghika,

which was the fprerunner of the Mahayana School of
Buddhism, as|we know it today. Following the
Second Councl, many sects and $chools arose from
Theravada al}‘,d Mahasanghika but of these, only the
Theravada schdol had retained the same name up to

Buddhistn of the Theravada tradition was
introduced to-§ri Lanka by the Arahant Mahinda in
the third Centuly B.C., during the reign of Emperor
Asoka. It was npt until the first Ceptury B.C. that the
Tripitaka was fitst committed to writing at Aluvihara
in the Matale District in Sri Lanka. Until then, the
Buddhavacana| (word of the BLYddha) had been

handed down Hy oral tradition.

It is trge that in bofh;f Mahayana and
Theravada Schpols, there are papular beliefs. and
ritvalistic exteml observances and practices peculiar
to each of the. But they are syperficial. What is
important is Hat the fundame%a/ and essential
teachings of the Buddha are ¢ommon to both
Schools, such ds the Four Noble Truths, the Noble
Eightfold Path} Dependent Oribinafion (Paticca
Samuppada) and the thirty-seven factors or requisites
of Enlightenment (Bodhipakkhiya %hammd). Ed.

During the life-time of the Buddha there was

nothing called Theravade or Mahayana. There was .

only "the Buddhp-vacana - the word of the Buddha"
or 'Buddha-saspna-the message : of the Buddha',
‘the teaching ¢f the Buddha®, tonsisting of the
Dhamma "Docttine” and the Vinaya "Discipline”. it
was not divideqd into books or classified as three
Patikas or five Nikayos. "

About thiee months after the parinirvana' of
the Buddha, Mgha Kassapa Therg, the oldest and
the most respefcted of the then: living disciples,
convened a Coyncil of five hundred direct disciples
who were recdgnized aos arahapts, in order to
determine and: settle the authentic|teaching of their
Master. This cduncil was held dt Rajagaha, the
capital of Magddha. The chief protagonists at this
extremely. impértant historical event were Ananda
Thera, the Buddhp's closest companion and attendant,

— wiEf Wi, g fi. Ko

~ Validity and Vitality
of The Theravada Tradition

Lecture delivered at the School of Oriental and African Studies,
' University of London, England.

Second 'Buddhisf'g Council held in
. Vesali, 100 ydars after the Buddha's Parinibbana,
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considered to be the Custodian of the Dhamma
(dhamma- bhandagarika), and Upali Thera who
had been declared by the Master himself as the
greatest expert in the Vinaya. :

Maha-kassapa - Thera who presided at the
Council, first took up the Vinaya as it was regarded
as the life of the Sasana (vinayosasanassa ayu), and
questioned Upali Thera about every precept beginning
with the first parajika - where the precept was laid
down, on account of what person, what was the
offence etc. When the Vinaya Pitaka was settled in
this manner and accepted by the Council as
authentic, it was entrusted to Upali Thera himself
with the request that he should, with his pupils,
preserve the text.2

After the Vinaya, the Dhamma was taken up,
Maha-Kassapa -Thera questioned Ananda Thera
about the thiry’ four sutras of the Digha-nikaya
(collection of long Discourses) beginning with the
Brahmajala-sutta, and the Custodian of the Dhamma
answered all the questions and recited the sutias.
The perpetuation of the Dighanikaya was entrusted
to Ananda and his pupils.3.In this manner the other
four Nikayas also were settled. Sariputia Thera, the
chief disciple of the Buddha, had passed away
before the Master. So the preservation of the
Majjhima-nikaya (Middle length Discourses) was
entrusted to his pupils.* The Sarnyutta-nikaya (Kindred
Sayings) was assigned to the President of the
Council, Maha-Kassapa Thera himself and his
pupils.> The Anguttar a-nikaya (Gradual Sayings)
was put in the charge of Anuruddha Thera and his
pupils. : ‘

The Cullavagga says that at the First Council
all five Nikayas (panca nikaya) were settled.7 We
have seen that the Digha, Maijihima, Samyutta and
Anguttara Nikayas were entrusted for perpetuation
to four groups. But there is no mention of the
Khuddhaka-nikaya. . ‘

Now, the Khuddaka-nikaya is the biggest of
the five Nikayas. It is composed of the whole of the
Vinaya-pitaka, the .Abhidahmma-pitaka, and the
fifteen books such as the Khuddaka-patha,
Dhammapada, Udana, ltivuttaka, Suttanipata, etc.8,
We saw already that the Vinaya-pitaka was entrusted -
to Upgti Thera and his pupils. But we do not know to
whom the rest of the Khuddakanikaya, namely the
Abhidhamma-pitaka and .the other fifteen books
were assigned. ~

1
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From the day in the fifth century B.C. up to the
first century B.C. when the Tipitaka was for the first
time committed to writing at- Aluvihara in Matale

District in Sri Lanka, for four long centuries the

Buddhavacana ‘the word of the Buddha® was
handed down by oral tradition. Those Maha Theras
who were the Buddha's direct disciples and their
unbroken pupilary succession preserved the text by
ganasajihayana "group recitation" which is the oral
tradition. It is not one person alone reciting a text,
but a group of persons reciting it together. If one
omits a word, others will supply it. If one uses a
wrong word, another will correct it, If one forgets a
line, others will recite it. Thus the text is controlled,
protected and preserved intact. This method of oral
tradition in supposed to be more reliable than a
written record by one person from his memory after a
period of some months or years. .

At the end of the Council Ananda announced
that the Buddha had told him that the Sangha old
abolish or amend minor rules if they so desired, after
His death.® Ananda was reproved by the Council for
not ascertaining from the Buddha what rules the
Master meant by the term “minor”. Different opinions
were expressed on the question of the “minor rules”.
No unanimity was possible. Therefore, on a motion
brought forward -by the Council's President, Maha-
kassapa Thera, the Sangha unanimously decided
neither to lay down new rules nor to remove any of
the existing rules, but to follow the rules as they were

laid down by the Buddha.

Maha-Kassapa's - main argument for his
resolution was that the public opinion would go
against them if they removed any rules, however
minor they might be. This was the argument to which
the resolution was accepted.’® It is of importance
that, apart from public censure, Maha-Kassapa did
not give any valid reason for not changing the rules.

From that day to the present time, as far as we
can gother, not a single Vinaya rule was ever
changed by the Sangha of the Theravada tradition,
nor were new rules intfroduced into the body of the
Vinaya. But as time went on, they had to face the
realities of life under newly developed circumstances,
and felt difficulty in following the Vinaya iniits original
form. But the decision of the Rajagaha Council stood

against any change or amendmeént of the Vinaya.

Therefore, without changing the letter of the law and
without incurring public censure on which so much
emphasis was laid by Maha-Kassapa, bhikkhus
discovered ways and means of overcoming the
difficulty by interpreting the law without compromising
themselves. After all, the Vinaya was not ultimate
truth, but only a convention, a legal system, agreed
upon for the smooth conduct of a particular
community. As such, it had to be interpreted. These
interpretations and decisions are known under the

N

term palimuttaka-vinicchaya which meanii "dekisions
not found in the original texts.""! There jis ajwhole
book - calléd the Polimuﬂoko-vinqydvm{cch ya by
Sariputta Thera who lived at Polimuttaka in Sri Lanka
in the 13" century. It contains discubsions and
decisions not found in the orginal Vinaya text.

So the first Council was smoothly and
successfully terminated in seven months.}2 A4 it was
accomplished by Maha-Kassapa and other Theras, it
was called theriya sangiti "“Convocation of Théras" or
Theravada. This was the beginning of what we call

Theravada today. Only the theravada exfsted; during
the first one hundred years after the ‘Byddha's
death.'3 28

Then, about one hundred years aftér the First

Council, the Vijjiputtaka bhikkhus in Vesbli declared
lawful some ten practices, generally calldd "Ten
Points" They were minor matfers. For examplé, let us
take a few: to keep and carry salt in @ ham vessel, in
order to season unsalted foods, when received
(singilona-kappa); to take the midday 'meadl, even
after the prescribed time, as long as the tﬂ’s hadow
had not passed the meridian by more Han two
fingers's breadth (dvangula-kdppg()j ‘td -drink
unfermented palmwine) jalogi-kdppao; to} accept
gold and silver (jatarupa-rajata). Byt thése ardounted
to modifying or disregarding some “tinor rules,
which was against the unanimous dedision of the
Rajagaha Council. Therefore' a Countil df ‘seven
hundred selected eminent bhikkhus,'*: hedded by
Yasa, Revata and Sabboakami, was held dt Vesali
where the ten practices (Ten Points, ‘dasal vatthu)
were rejected as. unlawful, and the: dhamma
(Doctrine)-and the Vinaya (Discipline) weré rdcited as
at the First Council. This Second Coundil tobk eight
months to complete its task.!s t

About ten thousand bhikkhus, cﬁhde ned by
the Vesali Council for unlawlul, wrorg; practices,
formed a separate, unorthodox Sect ort School
(acariya-vada) named Mdhamngl'?ika-"Greof
community." The Mahavamsa - calls it!acatiyavada
"Sect-5" or "School."é But the Tika, the Commentary

~on the Mahavamsa, says that they "split the: original

Community" - mulasangham bhinditva-and 'founded
another opposing, rival Communify" '-Eannom

sangham vilomam akamsu. 17 Whetherithis dcaruya-
vada named Mahasanghika could be:donsi
sangha-bheda, "schism", is an interesting question.
We know Devadatta committed sangha-bheda. He
tried to form his‘own Sangha rejecting: the Buddha,
his Dhamma and Sangha. But the: Mahasanghika-
bhikkhus did not reject the Buddha, Dhamma and
Sangha. They only did not agree with ‘the prthodox
Theravada = Community on certain; -disciplinary
questions, but they, like the Theravatda bhikkhus.
accepted the Buddha, Dhamma and Sanghb. Today
there are many "Sects" or Nikayas within the Sangha

—3C &
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in Buddhist countries due to various minor matters,
but they have npthing to do with sangha-bheda.
During the years that followed the Second
Council, there prose many Sects or "Schools* both
from Theravado and Mahasahghika, such as
Gokulika, Ekdvyoharika, Pannttivada, Bahulika,
Mahimsasaka, Yajjiputiaka, Bhadtayanika, Sammiti,
Sabbatthavade |® They promulgated various thearies
and doctrines| Of these Schools or-Sects, on one,
except Theravada, exists today bearing any of those
names. - 1 . :
About twb hundred years dfter the Buddha's
parinirvang, i.&.lin the third century B.C., Asokaq, the
great Emperor lof India embraced Buddhism and
became its ardent patron. Allured by the high status

corrupting elements entered the
sturbing its unity and peace. Asoka
was compelled| therefore to hold at Pataliputra
(moden Patna) d sangiti which is génerally known as
the Third Councjl, to settle authoritatively the Canon

undesirable ah

and comforts g}med to the Sangha by the Emperor,

of the Scriptufes and to rid ithe Sangha of

dissensions. Thig Council had as lits members one
thousand distinguished bhikkhus énd its work was
completed in nife months.!? ’

After this Council, under the instructions of its
farsighted President, Moggaliputta-Tissa Thera,
dhamma-suttas or missionaries for the establishment
of Buddhism wete sent out to nine%counfries among
which Sri- Lankd was included. Asoka's own son,
Mahinda Thera] was entrusted with the task of
establishing Buddhism in Sri Lanka. The Emperor
perhaps felt that|his work would be most successful
in that island, fortDevanampiya-Tissa, the King of Sri
Lanka, had olr¢ady expressed his friendship by
sending ambassddors with valuable gift to the Indian
Emperor. Whereler they went, the Indian Buddhist
missionaries wefe successful. Even Greeks like
Yonaoka Dhammarakkhita become LBuddhisf monks.
But Sri Lanka was the most fertite of all fields for the
Buddhist activities of Asoka. What Mohindo took to
Sri Lanka was pute Theravada as it was settled at the
Third council. It had nothing to do with Hinayana
(Small Vehicle} ot Mahayana (Gredt Vehicle). These
terms are not knawn to the Theravada Pali literature.
They are not found in the Pali Canon {(tipitaka) or in

- even in the Pd

the commentaries (Atthakatha) on the Tipitaka, not

Dipavamsa and t

li chronicles of iSri Lanko, the
he Mahavamsa. !

It is universally accepted by $cholars that the

terms Mahayana
Historically spea
long before these

and Hinayana arellater inventions.
king, Theravada !already existed
terms came into being. At the time

Buddhism went t¢ Sri Lanka. i.e. injthe 3rd century

B.C., there was
began to appear
the Christian Era.

- — R i, ] ko

hothing called Mahayang, which

much later, about the beginning of
Without Mahayand there could not

be Hinayana. Buddhism that went to Sri Lanka with
its Tipitaka and Atthakatha (commentaries), in the
3rd century B.C., remained there intact as Theravada,
and did not enter the scene of the Mahayana-
Hinayana dispute that developed later in India. It is
therefore illegitimate to include Theravada in either
of these two categories. However, after the
inauguation of the World Fellowship of Buddhists in -
Sri Lanka in 1950, well-informed people, both in the
East and in the West, use the term theravada, and
not the term .Hinayana, with reference to the
Buddhism prevalent in South-East Asian countries
like Burma. Cambodia, Sri Lanka and Thailand. In
fact, it is doubtful if any Hinayanan sect or School,
mentioned in the Mahavamsa or in other ancient
books is in existence today anywhere in the world.

The first century B.c. was one of the most
important periods in the history of Theravada
Buddhism. Certain radical changes with farreaching
results pertaining to-the life of bhikkhus as well as
Buddhist doctrines took place during the later part of
that century. At that time the whole of Sri Lanka was
violently -disturbed by a foreign invasion on the one
side, and on the other, it was ravaged by an
unprecedented famine. The whole country was in
chaos. Some learned theras had died. Some others
had left the country for foreign lands. Even the
continuation of the oral tradition was gravely
threatened. During this period there was only one
monk.who knew by heart the Pali text named the
Maha-Niddesa. He was a man of immoral character.

. Yet the virtuous and learned maha-theras had even

been willing to learn it from his so that the text might
not be lost with his death.? It was under these
circumstances that the for-seeing maha theras
decided, as the last resort, to commit the Tripitaka to
writing at Aluvihara in Matale so that the teaching of
the Buddha might prevail. On account of these
calamities, the attitude of monks seems to have
undergone a vital change. After the famine, at a
meeting of several hundred monks held at a
monsastery called Mandalarama, o new question
was raised-question that was never raised before:
What is the basis of sasana (religion) - pariyatti
(learning) or Patipatti (practice) 2'. Some maintained
that patipatti was the basis while others held that
pariyatti (learning) was the basis of the sasana, and
not patipatti (practice). ' ' :

+ Out of this new debate there seem to have
evolved, as a necessary corollary, two vocations
termed gantha-dhura and vipassanadhura. Gantha-

_dhura which means the "vacation books" denotes the

learning and  teaching of the dhamma while
vipassana-dhura means original Canonical Pali
texts. This.division is found only in Pali commentaries
of the 5th century A.C. and other non-Canonical
works. The acceptance of the new idea that learning

/
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is the basis of sasana seems to have given'rise to this
innovation. )

In the 5* century A.C., Buddhaghosa edited
and transtated the Sinhala Commentaries into Pali.
There is a mistaken idea among some people that
Buddhaghosa was the author of the pali
commentaries. But buddhaghosa- himself says in his
elegant introductory verses to the Pali commentaries
that the Commentaries brought to Sri Lanka by
Mahinda Thera were translated into Sinhala
langueage and that he was translating them into
Magadha??, which we now call Pali. We can be
certain that not a single page of the pali canon was
lost ofter the 5% century A.C. because the text was
fixed by the Commentaries, whereas about 90/ of
the orlglnol Sanskrit Tripitaka was lost. They are now
available in Chinese and Tebetan versions.

Sub commentaries or Tikas on the Pali
Commentaries - and works embodying the
interpretations and decisions of the great theras in Sri
Lanka were written after the 10* century A.C. This
corpus of enormous literature - Tipitaka, Atthakatha,
Tika and Pakarana - produced by the theras of Sri
Lanké, was later transmitted to Burma, Cambodia
and thailand where it was accepted as the pure
Theravada tradition.

Talking about Theravada we should not forget
Mahayana. T ?1ero are people who think these are two
different religious systems. Some orthodox Theravada
Buddhists even consider Mahayana to be heretical. It
is true there are popular beliefs and ritualistic external
observances and practices peculiar to each of them.
But they are superficial. The fundamental ond
essential teachings of the Buddha are common to
both. For examble four Noble Truths, Dependent
Origination  (Paticcasamuppada), Anatta docirine,
thity seven Factors or requisites of Enlightenment
(bodhipakkhiya “dhamma) which include Four
Foundations of Mindfuleness (satipatthana), Four
Bases of Power (iddhipada), seven Factors of
Enlightenment (bojjhanga) and such other teachings
are common to both Theravada and Mahayana.

" With regard fo certain teachings, Mahayana,
and also Sarvastivada, come closer to the Pali suttas
than the Theravada Abhidhamma. In the pedi
Nikayas of the Sutta-pitaka we come across tour
rupavacara jhanas (Absorptions of the fine Material
Sphere). But the Pali texts of the Abhidhamma-pitaka
spedk of four jhanas {Absorptions, Trances) according
to one method and of five according to another.
Thus, the Dhammasangani, an abhidhamma text,
first enumerates the four jhanas as found in the suttas
and says this is the catukka-naya (Method of Four),
and then gives the five jhanas according to another
method and calls it pancaka-naya (Method of

Five).22 The Vibhanga too, another abhidhamma
text, as usual, first gives the four jhanas and says it is

—Yo @

rupavacara-dhyans.

theSuttantas), and then gives the five |Lancs and
says it is the Abhidhamma- bhajdniyé: {Dlivision
according fo the Abhidhamma).? Later Pplif works
on the Abhidhamma such as the Abhidhommattha-
sangaha and the Abhidhammavatara speak pnly of
five jhanas?® ignoring altogether 'eveph the
c|ossn#ucuhons occordmg o 'the Methpd of
four and five" of "the Division occordmg fo th Sutta
and the Abhidhamma'.

But in the Abhndhorma-samucc a of

Asanga,?¢ a purely Mahayana Abhidharmaitext of

hidharma-

the fourth century A.C. as well as in the Al
hidharma

kosa of Vasubandhu27, a Sarvastivada.Al
text, also of the same century, we fi

It is evident that the list of five rupaw “ar hanas,
which is not found in the orginal Pali sul s, ija later
development in the Abhidhamma, and ve terms
Suttanta-bhajanaya and Abhidhamma. janiya
found in the Vlbhongo seem fo support, 1&15 There is
no such division in the orginal suftas. .

If you study the subiject in detail will see
that the treatment of the dhyanas fﬂund in the
Mahayana and Sarvastivada Abhidhamma:is} on the
whole, closer to the orginal Pali- sytgs:thpn that
found in the Theravada Abhudhcmmh, rtichlarly in
the later Abhidhamma texts. . R
NQTES

1. Some people write "Nirvana. of the Buddha vwhtch is m<;on|ng|ess
The death of the Buddha or an arahant is cq“ed )oilmruana
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3. Ibidp.15 -

4. Ibidp.15

5. Ibidp. 15 .
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Khuddaka-nikaya as belonging o the Sutta- plb ke, which is an
error. When the Buddha vacana "The word oF the Buddha® is

divided into five Nikayas; all Buddha-vacdne, alf ‘pnoro, must be
included in five Nikayas, not only the Sutto- pﬂo ¢
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Angutiara and Vinaya Commentaties. - Lo

23. dhammasangani (PTS) pp. 31-36 . T E

24. Vibhanga (PTS) pp. 256-271 o F

" 25. Abhidhammattaha-sangaha, ed. Siri Devommo;(i‘92 N, p- 3
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The higest creation among artifacts
Buddha's image is the- most outstanding
creation in the history of the Buddhist arts. Buddhist
artists have sucgessfully sculptured the image of the
Buddha with alli features that He possessed such as
32 great specific characteristics and noble virtues
which even aoftdr His passing away helped people
recognize Him p great human being ever lived on
earth. - i ,
The imagde of the Buddha was not an instant
creation of artigts. The image is the result of long
experimented creation of artists. From very early time

- upto the present image of the Buddha which we use

to worship doeq have a long his’r?ry. This article is
aimed to detail the history of images of the Buddha
as have come irffo existence upto%w present.

-The need] of the image has been on demand
since after the demise (parinirvanad) of the Buddha.
When devoted |people missed the living Buddha
thought that the image of the Buddha at least would
be a suitable object for them to respect, venerate
and worship. Yet the artists hesitated to sculpture an
image. They doybted whether they could depict the
exact image df the Buddha Without reducing
supreme qualitigs like great compassion, wisdom
and 32 extra ordinary characteristics.

The artist confronted with the problem that
how they could {create the image:of such a great
person whose living figure they had never seen. If they

. failed to sculpture a perfect image failures might be

great evils, they thought. Thus uncertaininty and fear
arising in their minds delayed the demand of creating
the .image of thg Buddha although devoted people
from very early tilne needed to show their veneration
towards the repreisenting image of the Buddha.

Use of Symboles: !

Devotion ¢nd veneration of Buddhists towards
the Buddhas have had increased doy by day rather
than they thought to decrease eveh a little of their
veneration. Due fto the absence of the image they
substituted an ogtion on behalf of ithe Buddha. So
the use of symbdles was aimed at representing the
Buddha. Footprift, bo-tree, the wheel of truth -
dharmacakra), and seat (asana) were among some
symboles which they used to represent the Buddha.
In Buddhist monpsteries where we can see these
symboles were ddpicted instead of the image of the
Buddha. Like in |India the ancient temples of Sri
Lanka also-has these symboles used instead of the
image of the Budgha.

Concept as at the time of the Buddha:

Even at ithe time of the Buddha devoted
adherents felt thel need of an object to which they
could express their feeling of respect and veneration

IMAGE OF BUDDHA

The Dharmakirt A Buddhist Monthty—

while the Buddhg was out of their sight. The creation
of the image seems to have started from the time of
the living Buddha. Depending on some available
resources of the literature of the Pali texts we notice
that the creation of image has been shaped during
the time of the Buddha itself. .

~ Amention has been made in the "Divyavadana”
that King Bimbisara had sent a picture of the Buddha
to the King Kshudrayana of "Roruka.” As mentioned
in the "Avadhana Kalpalata® the picture of the
Buddha was (hand-painted and) completed by a
merchant. We still have further information in the
"Kosalabimba Varnana" which says King Kosala has
made dn image of the Buddha with the sandal-wood
and used for his veneration.

"In the Avalokana- Sutra of the Shiksha-
Samuccaya “which belongs to the 1st century of the
state era (Rajya Varsha) details were given in regard
to the cult of image worship under the title of
"Tathagata Pratima Anisamsa” (advantages of the
image of Tathagata).

Taking into ,consideration the above facts
some people thought that creation of the image
would have been initiated from the time of the
Buddha. However, on the basis of these grounds
scholars hesitate to come to the consclusion that the
creation was initiated ot the time of the Buddha. The
contradiction was that if the creation of the image
had been initiated at the time of the Buddha why it
could not be popular at the age of King Ashoka. For
the sake of the propagation ‘of Buddhism King
Ashoka left nothing unturned during his days. But yet
no information in regard to the creation of even an
image of the Buddha has been found out from the
history of Ashoka. In his age too symboles such as
Agnisthambha, Sripada, Dharmacakra. Patra were
used to represent the Buddha.

First image of the Buddha: ,

The beginning of the image of the Buddha is
really subject to controversy. However, according to
the firsthand evidences as accepted by most people
that the first creation of the image culd be traced
back to the first century of AD during the reign of
King Kanishka which falls 400 years after the passing
away of the Buddha. In a gold coin issued by the
king an image of the Buddha had been imprinted on
one side and the image of the king another side.
"Buddho" was also writen in Greek characters on the
side of the Buddha's image. According to this coin g
sketch, first attempt of creating the image of the
Buddha has had started ‘from the time of King
Kanishka. Perfectly fine creation of the Buddha's
image would have takert long time even after the
reign of King Kanishka. SR
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Buddha's image-dawn of an art:

From King Kanishka's day the creation of
image of the Buddha seems to have developed as an
outstanding art of - Buddhists. Accordingly three
maijor traditions of arts Gandhara, Mathura, and
Amaravati came into limelight of artists.

Gandhara Tradition:
The artists of Gandhara Trodmon seemed
interested and engaged themselves into creation of

the Buddha's images in the 1st and 2nd centuries of

AD. These artists have had used stones and cement
to create and craft standing and sitting statues and
other postures as well. The images of the Buddha
belonging to this tradition have been discovered
from Afganisthan- Peshwar and in their neighborhood
- Begrum, Loriyam Tungai, Katraa, Tavtibha Hacchaa.

The artists of Gandhara Tradition showed
their more inspiration to external images through
creating fine components than the spiritual virtues of
the Buddha. Some special features can be observed
in these images. At the base of feet an image of the
lion is clearcut depiction of this tradition. This had
been finely depicted through displaying a style of the
lion Shakya (sakyasihalilaa).

Legs of some statues as creoted in sitting
posture were placed a bit distanfly from each other.
Hands were like well grown and strong and one
hand apeared as if resting at the waist. Couple of
eyes and two lips open and lints upon blossomed
lips, robe similar to a Togava of Greek, and rough
hairs of head were special features deplded in the
arts of this statue.

Mathura Tradition: _

The arts of Mathura Tradition can be
introduced as if more developed than Gandhara
Tradition. lts centre was the city of Mathura of India
from which this tradition became popular and
advanced artistic creations were produced. The
artists have had made an effort to depict the spirtual
qualities of the Buddha. In the museum of Saranath
we notice a statue which bears the symbole of
Dharmachakra indicating the perfect skillfuleness of
the artists of Mathura Tradition.

Amaravati Tradition:

It is accepted that the mixture of Gandhara
and Mathura Traditions is the product of Amaravati
Tradition. The artists of this tradition have had
attempted to create more advanced and beautiful
statues than previous two traditions. Statues of this
tradition have been found out in southern India in the
vicinity of the Stupa of Amaravati Tradition. Many
statues of Sri Lanka were also influenced by Amaravati
Tradition and the charateristics of this tradition can be
noticed in them. The image which has improved
along with the traditions is also noticed to have further
developed during Gupta Age of India.

—¥ @

Sri Lankan Artists: o

: Certain scholars in their opinions in regard to
the creation of the Buddha's image say that the
image was first created by Sri Lank& Prpf. Siri
Gunasinghe and D.T. Devendra are omopg the
scholars who claimed that the first image
was created by the hands of Sr Lonkun artists,
Information from the Mahovonsoma ho; been
instrumental for them to express-their opiniohs. The
reports of establishing a majestic image! of stone in
Pacina Pabbata Vihara by King Devanampiyatiss
and a statue inside to womb (dhatugarbha} of the
huge Ruwan Veli Seya by King Dutu Gemynu are
given in the Mahavansa. So therse scholoars
indicate that the artists of Sri Lanka s;'nsjufd eserve

‘honor in the history of first creatin of the Biddha's

image. However, the Samadhi Image of Mahdmevna,
Avkana Buddha Image and Maligavila Buddha
‘Image are some evidences of later periods owing

clear skillfuleness of the artists of Sh Lanka in
creating Buddha's images.

Worship of image:

Although we have some evidenggs hot the
image of the Buddha could have been creotdd at the
Buddha's day itself we cannot come ta dur own
decision. The coin of King Kanishka % 3 i§ so far
clear witness of the first creation of the jmage. Until
this Era there is no proof of the cultura ol image
worshnp Sri Lankan sheolars also claimithat the first
image of the Buddha could have been lthe ¢ creation
of Sri Lanka. However, depending on teledble and
avialable details we have noticed varidus symboles
which had represented the Buddha until fh; image
was created by artists.

Thus several years aofter the Bud&hos,passung
agway the culture of image worship had become
popular. One of reasons which delayed and took
many years for artists to create a statug of the
Buddha was that He had not permitted the icreation
of his own statue. His instruction was to see Him
through seeing the law of truth (dhamma). In other
words seeing dhamma sees the Buddha. As said in
the Dhammadayada Sutta, one who worships him
while sticking to the low of truth proclaimed by Him
does worships Him indeed. (Yo dhamnhom pu;e’n so
mam pujeti).

Instructions given to Ven: Vokkuh does not
permit the creation of His statve. He -questioned
Vakkali what kind of benefits he could: achieve
through looking at his impure and decaying physical
body. He who sees the dhamma sees: me/Buddha.

" (Kim te vakkali imina putikayena — yo dhommom

passati so mam passati).
u Samyutta ileuya
Translated by Ven. Upatissa from theiBudisarana of

Saturday August 7, 2004
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Save _Your precious time and money.,,.
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COMPUTER & ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS

: - Visit us at:
Beltron International

PO Box: 1064, Pratap Bhawan,
Kantipath, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel.: 4249684, 4249784, 4249984, 4249285, 2001137 -
» Fax: 00977-1-4248 059
~ E-mail: kantipath@beltronix.com.np

URL....... www.beltronix.com.np

: Make yow home, office allrd showroom

& different look W/th .

» ,Angd dized AIummluq‘! Alloy
Doors, Windows, Shop-fronts, Partitions

& Curtain Walls
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‘May our retreat into the
Triple Gem produce humanity
&
‘/ Loving Kindness
Our heartiest felicitation to all
on the auspicious
Baishak Celebration
2550 BE.
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Computer parts and peripherals
Post Box No. 13876
New Road, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel.: 423-1676, 423-0587
Fax: 977-01-423-0452
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