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Your visit to one of the world’s oldest renowned religious relics~the Lumbini Garde
is greatly anticipated by the HOTEL LUMBINI GARDEN NEW CRYSTAL. Situated Just
opposite the entrance to the sacred Garden of Lumbini and 5 minutes walking
distance from the restored Mayadevi Temple, which marks the birthplace of

the apostie of peace-the Lord Buddha.

Hotel Lumbini Garden New Crystal, one of the modern property of the vicinity in

the palpable tranquility and the spiritual serenity of Lumbini, captured in the

Hotel environment and the refined hospitality and outstanding facilities make

it a bewildering combination.

1 BRI EN-ENSN suddha Nagar, Mahilwar, Lumbini, Nepaf | -
Lumbini Garden Phone: (071) 622155, 580145, Fax: +977
v NEW CRYSTAL P Email: lumcrystal@ntc.net.n i

Enrich your Pokhara experience by being at NEW HOTEL CRYSTAL, located midway between town and the fa e
close proximity to the airport. Our trained staffs enjoy serving that ascertain as one of the ploneer hotel inthe regidn. Later, when
you take & trek, go hiking or visit Lumbini or air dash to another destination, the memories of Valley of Joy] will linger.

Nagdhunga, P.O. Box 234, Pokh i
. Hew bOtG[ Cr&smiz,}m[ . Tel: (061) 520035, 520036 Fax: +977.61

E-mail: newcrystal@ntc.net.np ‘
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In the hislory of the succession of schools, it is seen
that the final schism in the sangha was followed by a series
of schisms leadin to the formation in different sub sects and
in the course of time eleven such sub sects arose out of the
Theravada whild seven issued

The Dharmakirti A Buddhist Monthly—

An Outlook of the Theravadins

one and sametime the Four Noble Truths and the law of
dependent origination®, which tries to explain the phenomenon
of life by showing the interralation of life with the one that
precedes and one that follows, Karma, the action of an
individual regulates all life and

from the Mahasgnghikas. Later
these appeared ¢ther sub sects
also. All these bra
and in close sudcession within

# Dr. Siyaram Mishra Haldhar &

Senior Research Fellow, C.H.R
nches appeared Department of Buddhist studies University of Delhi, Delhi

the whole universe is bound by
it, so that karma is like the axle
of a rolling chariot.

The Philosophy of this school

three or four hundired years after the Buddha's Parinibbana.

There ar¢ different authorities, such as the traditions
of the Theravaflins, Sammittiyas, Mahasanghikas and
subsequently the{Tibetan and Chinese traditions which give
accounts of the jorigin of the different schools. However
these traditions afe not unanimous about the latter, a French
Scholar M. Andfe Bareau has arrived at a fairly correct
conclusion on:the basis of the information available in
different traditiogs.! *

Here I hdve taken an out look of the Sthaviravadins
or the Thervadips. The Theravadins are called the most
orthodox school ¢f Buddhism. The earlist available teachings
of the Buddha it¢ be found in Pali literature belong to this
school. This school admits the human character of Buddha
and he is often rdpresented as having human foibles, though
he is recognized hs possessing certain superhuman quahtles
He is described ih some passages as devatideva still as in the
catuma sutta.2; He is impatient with ;some of his bhikhus
whom he dlsmls es for making noise like undlsmphned folks
such as fishermgn in a fish market. He is also subject to
human weaknes{ when he says "that he is eighty gears old
that he has a paig in his back". Pittthi me agilayati.

The tedching of the Buddha according to this school
is very simple. He asks us to abstain from all kinds of evil to
accumulate old that is good to purify our mind. These things
can be accomplished by the practice of sila Samadhi and
prajna. Sila or Ggod Conduct is the very basis of all progress
in human life. An ordinary houscholder must abstain from
murder, theft, fhlschood wrong sexnal behavior and all
intoxicating drinks. 1f he becomes a monk he must live a life
of celibacy obsgdve the remaining four rules of good conduct
for the householflers and further refrain from using garland
and decorarting Bis person; he must avoid soft seats and beds
must not use gld or silver, nor watch dancing not attain
consert or unsegmly shows, not after mid day. Some time
good conduct id also describe as refraining from the evil
ways of life (dagha akushala karmapatha) i.e., murder theft
and sexual mishehaivour, falsehood, slander harsh words
and vain garruloys talk; greed ill will and wrong philosophical
views.

Samadhi, meditation is to be attained by means of
one another qof [the forty objectives of meditations. The'
purpose of this meditation in to keep ones mind perfectly
balance so that if may be possible to gain proper inside in to
the real nature of things. This is done by cultivating insight
(Prajna). the culfivation of Prajna helps one to understand at

[

is very simple. All wordly phenomena are subject to these
characteristics. They are Anitya or impermanent and
transinent; dukkha or full of suffering and anatma that is
there is nothing in them which can be called one's own,.
nothing substantial nothing permanent. All compounc' things
are made up of two elements—name, the non material part
and rupa, the material part. They are further described as
consisting of nothing but five constituent groups (skhandha)
namely rupa the material quality and four non material
quality sensation (Vedana) perception (sajna) mental
formative (sankhara) and lastly consciousness (Vijnana)
these elements are also classified into twelve organs and
objects of sense (Ayatanani) and eighteen dhatus. The
former consist of six internal organs of sense-the eye, the ear,
nose, the tongue the body and the mind (which in from point
of view also an organ) and the corresponding objects of
sense namely material ob]ects sounds, smells, tastes,

tangibles and those things that can be apprehended only by
the mind (Dhammayatana). In the latter classification, one
must add six consciousnesses to the list of twelve ayatanas,
i.e. eye-consciousness, ear-consciousness, tongue
consciousness body-consciousness and mind consciousness
and thus arrive at eighteen dhatus. Hence most orthodox
school of Buddhism has a pluralistic conception of the
constituent element of the universe. The numbers of
constituent increases gradually from two to five, then to.
twelve and finally to eighteen. This number increases still
further in the case of other schools. After council of
Pataliputta, the teachings of this school were certified to be
those of the Vibhajjavadin school.

In the Abhidhammatthasangaha, a latter manual
(About 8th -12th centuriess AD) of the psycho-ethical
philosophy of this school. Anuruddhacarya, gives the
following as the four ultimate categories; consciousness
(Citta) Mental properties (cetasika) Material qualitities
(rupa) and Nirvana. Consciousness in function clarified into
eighty-nine types (a hundred and twenty one types according
to another classification, Mental properties into fifty two and
Material qualities into twenty eight. Nirvana is happy state
which is beyond description.

Having understood the true nature of things an
individual tries to renounce worldly life. He avoids both
indulgence in the pleasures of the senses and selt mortification
follows the middle path (Majjhimapatipada) and maulds his
life according to the noble eightfold path, which consists of
right view, righ resolve, right words, right action, right

Les Sectds Bouddhiques du pettilic' ivehicule (Saigon 1955)
Majjhjmd o 67 .

_ The Sekhasutta Majjhima no 53
P.V. Bapat,[2500 yeears of Buddhism ch,3p.26
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livelihood, -right effort, right mindfulness and right nibbana, he becomes ‘a worthy man’ an arahath. The.life of
concentration®. He realizes that all worlds’ sufferingis dueto  an arahath is the ideal of the followers of this school.” A life,
craving or hankering (Tanha) and that it is possible for himto ~ where all future birth is at an end, where the holly life is
bring his suffering to an end by following the noble eightfold  fully achieved where all that had to be done has been done

path. When he reaches that perfect state of dispassionateness,  there is no more return to worldly lifeS. Bl
, . f

5. Ibid
6. Khin gati vusitm brahmacariyam, katam karaniyam, na param ittathayati
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Best wishes on the auspicious occasion of the
Buddha Purnima 2552 !
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The Dharmakirti A Buddhist Monthly—

\{’és Buddha an Incarnation of God ?

Never ‘had the Buddha claimed that He was  people from all ranks of society took up the religion.

the son or a messenger of God.

whom He could regard as His teacher.
Through His own efforts, He practised to
perfection the {ten supreme qualities o
generosity, .discipline, renunciation,
wisdom, energy, endurance, truthfulness, '
determination, goodwill and equanimity.
Through His mgntal purification, he opened
the doors to  all knowledge. He knew a
things to be kjqown, cultivated all things to be

When they failed in their attempt to destroy him, they
adopted the reverse strategy of introducing him
&5 a reincarnation of one of their gods. This
way they could absorb Buddhism into their
religion. To a certain extent, this strategy
. worked in India since it had, through the
t centuries, contributed to the decay and the
subsequent uprooting of Buddhism from
' the land of its origin.
— Even today there are certain religionists
, who try to absorb the Buddha into their
befiefs as a way of gaining converts among

cultivated, and| destroyed all things
to be destroyad. Indeed, no other

# K. Shri Dhammananda

Buddhists: Their basis of doing so is
by claiming that the Buddha himself

religious teacher was comparable to
him in terms of cultivation and attainment.

So speg¢ial was he and- $o electrifying his
message, that many people asked him "What (not so
much as who)| he was'. Question on 'Who he was'
would be withjrespect to his name, origin, ancestry,
etc., while 'whdt he was' referred to the order of being
to which he belonged. So 'godly' and inspiring was he
that even during his time, there were numerous
attempts of others to turn him into a god or a
reincarnation; pf god. Never did he agree to be
regarded as sugh. In the Anguttara Nikaya, he said: 'T
am not indeed |a deva, nor a gandharva, nor a yaksa,
nor a manusya Know ye that [ am the Buddha.' After
Enlightenment, the Buddha could no longer be
classified evenf as a ‘manusya’ or an ordinary human
being. He belonged to the Buddha wangsa, a special
race or species pf enlightened beings, all of whom are
Buddhas. !

Buddhap appear in this world from time to
time. But sorhg people have the mistaken idea that it
is the same Bugdha who is reincarnated or appears in
the world over|and over again. Actually, they are not
the same perspn, otherwise there is no scope for
others to attain to Buddhahood. Buddhists believe
that anyone dap become a Buddha if he develops his
perfection and is able to remove his
mpletely through his own efforts. After
all Buddhas are similar in their

religious groups tried to condemn the Buddha
- because of hif liberal teachings which revolutionised
the Indian society. Many regarded him as an enemy
when increasijg numbers of intellectuals as well as

had predicted that another Buddha
would appear in this world, and that the latest Buddha
will become more popular. One.group named'a
religious teacher who lived 600 years after Gautama
the Buddha as the latest Buddha. Another group said
that the next Buddha had already arrived in Japan in
the 13th century. Yet another group believed that their
founder came from the lineage of great teachers (like
Gautama and Jesus) and that founder was the latest
Buddha. These groups advised Buddhists to give up
their old Buddha and follow the so-called new
Buddha. While it is good to see them giving the
Buddha the same status as their own religious
teachers, we feel that these attempts to absorb
Buddhists into another faith by misrepresenting the
truth are in extreme bad taste.

Those who claim that the new Buddha had
already arrived are obviously misrepresenting what
the Buddha said. Although the Buddha predicted the
coming of the next Buddha, he mentioned some
conditions which had to be met before this can be
possible. It is the nature of Buddhahood that the next
Buddha will not appear as long as the dispensation of
the current Buddha still exists. He will appear only
when the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path

" have been completely forgotten. The people living

then must be properly guided in order to understand
the same truth taught by the previous Buddha.
We are still living within the despensation of
Gautama the Buddha. Although the moral conduct of
the people has, with very few exceptions, deteriorated,
the future Buddha would only appear at some
incalculable period when the Path of Nibbana is
completely lost to mankind and when people are
ready to receive him. M
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~Smile Of The Two Monks

Suppose, says the Buddha, there are two
monks who come to see him just as he has
finished his meal. Having come from far,
they are tired and hungry. The Buddha
says that he has surplus food that hasto
be disposed of and that they may eat it
if they like. One of the monk remembers
the Buddha's teaching and so he resolves
to spend the night in a weak and ¢
famished condition. But the other monk
eats the food, thus restoring his

everyday. Even when he went to a journey his lay
‘attendants had to take his favourite food along
with them. Again the monk who has had
the will to forgot even the food offered
by the Buddha will not get disheartened
in the face of hardship and privations.
His memory of the self denying
experience will rouse him to assert his
will, exert his energy, lessen his
defilements and minimize the necessities
of life.

energy and satisfying his hunger.
The Buddha declares that the first

% Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw i
Tsltd. by U Aye Maung

The smile of the two monks
shows the way in which the

monk who rejects the food is

more worthly .to praise and honour than his

. companion.

In the eyes of ordinary people there is no
reason why the other monk should be blamed. He
makes a good use of the food which might

" otherwise have gone waste, and by eating it he
gains some vitality that makes him zealous and
vigorous in the practice of the Dhamma. In fact,
the Buddha does not deprecate him but he
declares the first monk to be spiritually superior
in that his self-deniel is conducive to contentment,
lessening of defilements, exertion of effort and
easy maintenance of one's life.

Buddhism teaches us to control our desire.
Unbridled desire leads to frantic pursuit of
“material objects or the heedless consumption of
food, ets. Such wrong actions will be unthinkable
for the monk who restrains his desire to the point
. of declining the Buddha’s offer of food. He will
be able to overcome evil desires and cultivate
contentment for his spiritual uplift. Moreover, it
will be easy for his lay supporters to serve his
physical needs. :
 Some monks often grouse over the kind of
food, etc., provided by their lay followers. Once
there was in Moulmein township an elderly monk
who had to be served with chicken curry

—44 o«

Buddha teaches his followers. His
approach was very gentle and it is like that of the
kind-hearted parents who have to diéciplin; their
children. He was motivated by great compassion
that makes him worthy of reverence and emulation.
Source— A discourse on Dhammadayada Sutta
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The Dharmakirti A Buddhist Monthly—

' The Dhyana Yoga In The Religion Of The Buddha

The higher intended for the Brahmachari is
mscendentalism. The Bhikkhu has to
lead the perfeét lift of the saint, he has to lead

the exalted lif¢ of the Buddhas and the
Arhats. He has to follow the rules of the
Patimokkha, control his sense organs
and keep himself aloof from the ordinary
path of the worldly man. Walking, lying
down, sitting, standing, talking, keeping
silent, in every movement of his limb he
has to be wide awake. He has to discipline |
himself according to the rules laid down in

ragacharita, and avoid such foods, seats, garments,
associates, residences, that would engender
thought of lustul passion. If he is troubled

by angry thought and feels hatred towards

. others, he has to associate with
companions who will guide himin the
path of love he has to meditate the
bhavana of loving kindness to all
living beings; he should have seats
soft, and pleasant; and his vision should
come in contact with things that \would
not engender anger or hate. Food must be
soft sweet and delicious and hard

the vinaya. The yellow robe is his
garment. By Hegging he has to

| Anagarika Dharmapala #

and bad. The bhikkhu who is

obtain his meal] and no solid food
should he take after the sun passes the meridian. In
quiet places, i caves and in places of solitude,
under shady trges, where he can enjoy the bliss of
solidute, the Biahmachari should sit erect practise
the yoga od Breath. Fixing his visual consciousness
in the centre of the heart, or at the tip of the nose, he
should quietly pegin to inhale and exhale keeping
his consciousness all the while on the inhalations
and the exhalatjons of his breath the he inhaled was
long or short; aind the breath the he exhaled was
long or short, [He must refrain from thinking of
sensual pleasures, and never wish to go back to the

ch is injurious to the Bhikkhu.
Contentment, [should be his fixed pr1nc1ple
Covetousness he must avoid. Anger, passion,
harbouring er, pride the spirit of revenge,
conceit, arrdgance, stubbornness, slothfulness,
delay to do gpod acts, holding wrong ideas of
religion, accepling nihilistic views, envy, avarice,
malice, generdting polluting desires, etc., these
have to be abdndoned. They are contaminations,
Moderate in | eating, avoiding all kinds of
intoxicating | liquors and narcotics, avoiding
falsehood hars speech, slander, idle gossip, he has
to think of q y doing meritorious deeds of the
higher realms.

If the ‘Bhikkhu is too much troubled by
lustful thougb s he has to follow the ethics of the

muddleheaded should cultivate
the yoga of breathing, and associate with those
who will guide him in the path of wisdom.

There are forty differnet kinds of mental
fixities which are called karmasthnas. The
brahmachari who is inclined towards the higher
life, who wishes to realize the bliss of Nirvana,
may take one of the karmasthanas and begin
training his mind. It is a process of self discipline
to keep the mind wandering from one object to
another. To bring the mind into a radiant state of
infiniteness is the object of the discipline of the
Buddhas. They first inculcate abstinence from all
evil which is called the twelve akusalas; and
thence forward sublimate the mind of doing
meritorious karma of four planes leading to the
goal of nirvana. All meritorious Karma have to be
done to enjoy celestial happiness. Doing evil
leadeth to hellish states, although not eternally.
To bring the mind into a state of radiancy is the
object of he dhyana yoga. For details consult the
great work called the Visuddhi Magga.

The human consciousness is called the
vififiana or citta, or mano, The mind that is not
brought under discipline goes downwards. The
contaminations that lead the mind to the lower
grades of. hellishness, animality, ignobleness,
viciousness are called kilesas. What the kilesas
are may be known by the simple word
contamination. That which pollutes the mind has
to be avoided. Every thought that is the result of
anger is a contamination; every word spoken in
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anger and hatred and malice is a contamination,
every word spoken with lustful feelings is a
contamination; every thought produced with
lustful feeling is a contamination; every deed
done with a low desire and based on convetousness
is a contamination. Every thing done in the spirit
of self-sacrificing altruism is meritorious.

There are eighteen foolish questions about
the ego which have to be avoided, relating to the
present, past and future. Buddhism is not a
nihilism; nor is it an agnosticism. It is not a
religion of dogmas. It is a religion of truths based
on analysis. Every idea is subjected to analysis. It
is not a monotheism and acknowledges no

“creator. It is not a nihilism in that it posits the law
of causes and effects, with an eternal future and
an eternal past. It is not an egoism, nor is it a
pantheism. It avoids speculation. It is founded on
the Four Noble Truths. It accpests the beliefs of
the existence of gods, and great Brahmas, who
are chiefs of world systems. One great Brahma
can, by this power, illuminate by his own glory
ten thousand world systems. The Buddhist hates
neither god nor devil. He has no quarrel with the
religions of the ante Buddhist period not with
religions of the post Buddhist period. He loves
all; he analyses every dogma, rejects the bad
accepts the good.

Sabbapapassa akaranam
Kusalassa upasanpada
Sacitta pariyo dapanam
Etam Buddhana Sasanam.

The blessed one is the great teacher and
guide of both gods and men, Analysis of mind
and body; spreading loving thoughts throughtout
the universe; resolute will to reach the goal by
good words, good deeds and good thoughts - this

is Buddhism. ®
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. Once ttu:re was a family in Lalitpur, a
neighbour towh to Kathmandu, the Capital of
Nepal. Of fivg children in the

Beloved Daughter of Nepal
The Story of Daw Dhammawati

réadily agreed, the father and eldest brother
raised objections to that kind of move. This was
in keeping with the Hindu

family, only ope of them was a
girl. The parents naturally doted

# Richard Pall U. #

tradition if the males in the family
being superior to the females. In

on the girl just as much as her

brothers. This |family in Lalitpur were of the
Mahayana Budghist persuations. A Burmese monk
Sayadaw Dhammabudh, came to Nepal to spread
the Therawada, jas taught by Sakyamuni Siddhartha
Gautam Buddha in the land of his birth, Lumbini
being in Nepal| The Burmese monk. successfully
Converted sevaral Nepalese families among them
the family in Lplitpur. The given name of the girl
child of that fagnily was Ganesh Kumari who was
to later assumg the name of Dhammawati when
she became a theravadan Nun. How she came to
be a thereavadan nun, in the sense of practicing
the 10 precepts| daily as all the Theravadan monks
do, is one of jgreat wonder and inspiration. After
changing fro
tradition, whep. Ganesh Kumari was 12 years
old, the parant$ switched her from public school
to that run by the Nepali Buddhist monk Bhikkhu

Buddhaghosh. This was where she started to learn .

the rudiments ¢of Theravada, including that of pali
Language. Upfortunately for her, Bhikkhu
Buddhaghosh had to more to Kusinagar, across
the border in Ihdia.

* When 's e was 13 years of age, the then
Ganesh, Kumari, with his parenst went to a
Sermon on a, Suffering-give by another
Barmese m in Lalitpur. This as we all
Buddhists arg|aware is the core teaching in the
four noble truth of the Buddha. After the talk,
Sayadaw, on espying the yong girl asked her the
question what in your country, do you think is the
worst form of|suffering that the people of Nepal
have to face ?|without hesitation, the young lady
responded that. For me , not to be able to read the
original texsts{ of the Buddha’s teachings, which
are not availabjle at this time in my country, is the
greatest suffer{ng. It is evident that the enthusiasm
for the learning of Buddhism of this young lady.
Knew no boginds. It was also clear that she
wanted to continue learning the contents of the
canon She hedrd that in Burma young girls were

allowed to pursue such learning when she.

indicated th?t to her family. While her mother

mahayana to the Theravada .

these circumstances, she had no
choice but to run away from home one dark night,
with two girl friends who had studied under the
sayadaw at Lalitpur, with the knowledge of her
mother she did that with them Laxmimaya
(mother of her two friends also had gone along
with them as a guardian. Their target was to rejoin
their Master Sayadaw Dhammabudh so that they
could continue to learn Buddhism under him.
Kusinagar where Buddha died was not far from
the border of Nepal. As border crossings were
rather frequent the three teenagers (along with
Laxmimaya) successfully accomplished it, under
cover of night, without any papers such as
passports. ,
After being reunited with their teacher they

- could continue with the lessons on the Buddha’s

teachings. The abbot of the Burmese Theravad
monastery was Sayadawa Chandramani who
ordained the 3 young ladies as samanere, neophyte
nuns. This Sayadaw was the self same
Chandramuni who converted 5,00,000 Harijons,
the lowest cast of Hindus, with B.K. Ambedkar at
the head, some years later. As things turned out
however Ganesh Kumari was to lose her two
companions as they were obliged to return to
their homeland by their parents. :

As her parents were wondering what to do
with Ganesh Kumari, her teacher and she, the
former knowing of her determination and the
latter as determined as ever to learn all the
available knowledge of Buddhism, struck upon a
plan. They decided to go to the town of Michina
in Burma after a border crossing from Assam in
the northeast corner of India. So do that they had
to go to Calcutta in Bengal as a first step, which
the two did without difficulty when they reached
Assam at the border crossing point they were
fortunate to run in to 8 shans-a hill tribe of
eastern Burma,-elephant traders. After these
elephant traders had sold their animals, they were
on their return trip home. At the border crossing,
there was the usual wrangle but in the end the
elephant traders, enriched now by the sale of their-
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animals were able to bribe the officials concerned
adequately to cross into Burma.
The first territory they had traverse was
Nagaland, the land of head hunters. They did not,
however encounter the head hunters face to face,
although praying eyes could be felt among the
thick forest of trees. What Ganesh Kumari met
was a tiger and a big Snake, a huge python during
the night, after having eaten their dinner the 8
shan elephant traders would leave the camp fire
burning. One night, Ganesh Kumari was woken
up from her sleep, with the shans furiously adding
fire wood branches to the camp-fire and all of
them shouting widly to frighten a tiger prowling
in their camp’s neighborhood. In her next
adventure Ganesh Kumari was to meet a huge
python chasing a doe. She looked up to see a
small doe run across that forest path they were
traveling. Another great rustle followed. And
what Ganesh Kumari saw across the path was a
huge python chasing the doe. ‘
Once they were in Michina,the immigration
authorities sent Ganeshkumari down to Rangoon
for breaking the immigration laws by travelling
without a national pasport. Here she was to meet
kindly and compastionate Burmese authorities
who cleared her of all the charges, and arranged
to have her Buddhism training at an institute in
Mpulmein, a town on the gulf of Martaban and
the capital city of Tenassarim Province. The
institute was known as khemarama or khema’s
monastery which was guided, at that time, by a
principal named Daw Pannyachari a nun. There
Ganesh Kumari mastered the Abhidhamma in six
years flat, and in ten year’s time she graduated
with the highest Theravada Buddhist Degree, the
equivalent of a Ph.D. in ordinary par lane. While
she was escaping to Burma she was more or less
fifteen and by the time she gained the highest
* Buddhist literature digree she was only 25 years
old. S
What she next did was admirable, to say
least. Armed with what she had learnt in Burma
she returned to-Nepal to put that Knowledge to
test. By these she had taken the ordained name of
Daw Dhammawati. What she did was to have a’
start in Kathmandu, the Capital of her country.
She started Buddhist schools for children and
young adults with the generous support not only
of her family and friends, but also of the
adherents of Mahayana Buddhist. She with the
help of the Burmese nun Daw Gunawati sponsored
the building of such schools for the daily
attendance of children and youth and promoted
meetings of the adults at weekend evenings with

monthly festivals. This was insdeed community
development with the finest motivations. Only
after some years of success in the towns did she
move to the rural areas in the villages; she was
organizing shools with a strong dose of Buddhism
in the curriculum and promoting adult meetings
teaching them to be self reliant. She was trying to
find the middle way of Buddhism by balancing
the “trickle-up” and “trickle down” approached
through these means. It was fill of the enter
dependent spirit of all forms of Buddhism that
she practised by these methods. ,

Daw Dhammawati didnot alse, forget that
Nepal was this birthplace of Sakyamuni, the
Buddha of this era and eon. After all her programs
had been on going in the villages and towns of
Nepal. She turned to Lumbini, Buddha’s
birthplace. She was active in promoting the
accomplishment of having the International
Bhikkhuni Gautami Vihar at Lumbini; Buddha’s
birthplace, where the Sixth International
Sakyadhita Conference tookplace. She was
designated as the hostess to that conference by
the host government a Buddhist, male or female
can only by full of pride for the achievements of
this noble nun, Daw Dhammawati.

Note: .

The story of venerable Daw Dhammawati
needs to be told. She is an excellent example of
crossing all barriers of gender discrimination
with courage and determination, She learned to
original Pali texts of the Buddhist Canon by the
age of 25, and decided to act according to the
teachings of Sakyamuni Gautam Buddha. She
close social and civic works to.promote the cause
of Buddhism by practical demonstration. The
story is based on a burmese book entitled beloved
daughter. Both the auther of this article and his
wife Diana Paw U have met Daw Dhammawati in
Kathmandu and her campanion in arms the
Burmese nun by the name of Daw Gunawati.
Their devotion and enthusiasm for spreading
Buddhism in action are the most admirable of
Buddhist women enterprises that the husband and
wife have seem. Added to this is the important
fact that venerable Daw Dhammawati was the
hostess of the Sakyadhita International Buddhist
Women’s Conference held at Lumbini in Nepal,
Buddha’s birthday. The conference was held at
the International Bhikkhuni Gautami Vihara from

- February 1 - 7, 2000.

Source:
Hawai I Association of International Buddhist
Newsletters, Winter 2001, Volume LX, Number 1
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During th period of lord Buddha, the things that he
preached are,ba} realized and learnt through the tradition

of spiritual precgptor by telling and explaining to each
other. When ther¢ raised the controversy and logics
regarding the togic of Buddha’s preaching after
hundred years
happened the faftional division in Buddha’s
religion. Buddha has never turned religion into
racial sects. He h3s said that the thing, which is
beneficial for mdnkind, is the religion that is
propounded by the same Buddha is divided into
eighteen differenq racial sects.

The tradition of Buddha’s preaching that
is being followpd by the ritual of spiritual
preceptor is decided to converse in the first council.
Though even in that decision, when the different logic
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The Schools of Buddhism

divided in three parts. They are: Sutta-pitaka, Vinaya-pitaka
and Abhidhamma-pitaka. According to these scriptures,
Buddha is a secular learned man endowed with human
virtues. The extraordinary principle of this religion is

to get detached from any kind of singful deed and
to store all kind of well conduct as well as to
discharge one’s mind. This principle is protected
through moral conduct, meditation and wisdom.
In human life, the beginning is salvaged from
the Sila (moral conduct), the interval is salvaged
from the Samadhi (meditation) and the ending
is salvaged from the Prajna (Knowledge). The
character is released from the moral conduct and
problem is solved from the meditation. Meditation
is of two kind: Samaya and Vipassana. Samnaya
means to concentrate the mind by leaving passion etc

and religious confroversy is created, the
second council: i also organized. This
second council is ¢alled Mahasangayana.

% Suwarna Sakya &
Ombahal

and Vipassana is a kind of special
philosophy that let us realize
impermanence, suffering and inanimate.

In this council,| Buddhism is mainly
divided into two $ects. Those who followed the moral rules
in fanatic traditiogal form were called Sthabirvadi and others
were called Mai}uanghika. After these two fractions are
made, the varioug other sects seem to be created from these
sects. In the Buddhism where the worldly matter is called the
form of consciousness, the principle of supernatural is
appeared vehemently. In the basis of this supernatural
principle the Mahayana Buddhism was born. After the
Nirvana of Buddha these various sects and sub-sects
remained in e)c‘iitence till 400 years and gradually some
merged in othed sects and some automatically became
inactive. : :

Between | the two sects of Mahasanghika and
Sthabirvad that js{separated mainly, the.two sects; ‘Gokulika’
from the Mahasgnghika and ‘Ekabyabaharika’ came into
existence. From Gokulika also the two other sects;
‘Prajaptivadi’ ayd ‘Bahulika’ were: made. Finally from
Bahulika ‘Chaityavadi’ branch was created and in total six
sections were matle from the Mahasanghika. Next, from the
earlier Sthabirvad, the two sub-sects of ‘Mahisasaka’ and
‘Brijiputraka’ w
and ‘Dharmaguptika’ were made from the Mahisasaka,
again ‘Kasyapia] from Sarvastivada and ‘Sankratika’ and
the cult of ‘Sutrgvadi’ from the Sankratika were emerged.

From the ‘Brijiputraka’, another branch of Sarvastivada, the _

four sub-branches of ‘Dharmottariya’, ‘Bhadrayanika’,
‘Chhnnagarika’ 3nd ‘Sammitiya’ were emerged. In this way
. 12 branches weye made from the Sthabirvada and 18
branches were cfeated in toial. The basic message of lord
Buddha is that one should not get engrossed to any object by
becoming infatuated and allured. There are nearly 84
thousand religious topics in the whole didactic of Buddhism.

The summary  ¢f all those didactics is to get rid of .

engrossment. Th s, by letting us practice the apathy, the
religion gives .up the knowledge of outcome from that
practice. The gropp of people who have finished the practice
of apathy is the |'Sangha’. In Buddhism, the Sangha is as
commendable as|Buddha. The first s¢hool of Buddhism is
Theravada. Every principle of this schqol is well protected in
Pali language.§ e scripture written in Pali language is

— diRg Wi, .8, [WUR

re made. After the cults of ‘Sarvastivada’ .

According to the principle of Sthabirvada,

the middle-path is the prime topic of religion. The chief aim
of this is to gain qualification (Arhata) from which it leads
towards the Nirvana. Nirvana means the peaceful position
that won’t get depraved. Men are fully worried towards own
Nirvana and he does not take so much care of other’s
Nirvana in Sthabirvada. The other 6 principles that were
made from this Sthabirvada will be described here in short.

According to Mahisasaka, there will be no place to
return from his spiritual life for a saint (Arhata) but only he
gets this kind of opportunity for audience. According to this
principle there is no not much importance in giving donation
to Sangha than to Buddha. This proves the five fold path
instead of eight fold path by claiming that Right Speech,
Right Action and Right Livelihood is related to Sila or the
moral conduct.

According to Brijiputraka, Pudgala is recognized as
subsistence and belive in it. The Pudgala obtains the real
virtue. The Pudgala is neither single nor is it different from
the division, nor is it positioned in division. In this way,
without the existence, no one can take birth. This is the
principle of it.

The sect of Sarvasthivada under the Mahisasaka has
propounded that every objects remains existential in each
period of present, past and future. It has the code of
‘Sarvamasti’ or everything has its existence is the principle
of it. This ism believes in Karma and Nirvana.

According to the Dharmaguptika, the donation that
is provided to the Sangha is considered grand. It also regards
great to express revere and faith over Stupas. In this opinion,
man remains pious and desire less.

According to the Kasyapia, Arhata has both the
knowledge of destruction and repentance. They will not be
the subjects of desire. The custom is always ruining and the
are produced due to the result of past. :

According to the Sautrantika, it is realized that in the
transition of one birth to another birth of the being, there is
hope and belief. Among the five partitions from which a
person is made, the only one partition gets transited. Since
the body of Arhata is begotten with knowledge, it will be
sanctimonious and irrefutable. The nirvana could be achieved
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with the help of Eightfold path but Partitions (Skandhas)
cannot be obliterated. Every man has got the ability of
becoming old.

The Sautrantika is the section that believes Buddha’s
axiom as the evident. This sect is natural. This sect believes
in exterior world but it is realized not directly rather through
the presumption. Every religion has the destructive nature
and there is no reality. This is naturally evidential.

According to the branch of Samitiya under the
Brijiputraka, one can become deprived after gaining release.
He returns from greed. The return is also possible. He
experiences the pleasures by gaining opulence. He obtains
the desired excellent position. This branch belives in 6
Pudgala or the symbol of Srotapanna, Kulamakula,
Sakridagami, Ekaveejaka, Anagami and Arhata.

The each three traditions of Dharmottariya,
Vadrayanika and Chhanagarika believe that there is ignorance
and genus in genus and there is ignorance and interference in
interference.

The Mahasanghika branch that is created.by the
congress after the hundred years of Buddha’s parinirvana has
especially propounded the supernatural elements of Buddha
in its philosophical expositions. It has also created new
principle as well as presented the Suttas and Vinaya
scriptures in innovative mode. This brnch has collected and
edited the Dhamma and Vinnaya in its own style. In this way,
the way, the Mahasanghikas have established their own
subsistence. The principle that is collected from this branch
is called Acharyavada. Later this branch become totally
different from the Sthabirvada. The people of Mahasanghika
have made the medium of its literature in Prakrit (Middle
indoaryan language). This was divided into five parts:
(Nikaya) Sutta, Vinaya, Abhidharma, Dharani and Samyukta.
The literature of this remained in Sanskrit language. In the
text like Mahavastu, both the languages Prakrit and Sanskrit
were used. The cult of Mahasanghika have also accepted the
four noble truth, Eightfold path, Pratitya Samutpada, the
non-existence and Materialism of Skandhas and such
development of spirituality as the Sthabirvada does. According
to this cult, Buddha is materialist and unveiled. The people
of this cult always use to sit in meditation. They use to
believe that everything that is related with Buddha is
materialistic. This type of concept is the major basis of the
rising of Mahayana.

The branch of Gokulika and Ekbyabaharika sections
were created. According to The sect of Prajnamptivadi that is
born from the Gokulika. dissection and suffering are not
adjoining. The exterior volume is not the reality. The
accomplishment of noble path is gained from the Karma. If
one achieves the noble path then there is no possibility of
returning.

Similarly, according to the Bahulika, the five voices
of Buddha and five objects of teaching are considered
materialistic. Other teachings of this are sophisticated. The
Sangha is recognized as materialistic in this cult. According
to this, Buddha remains combined of ten forces and fourfold
knowledge. He remains combined of unparalleled grandeur.
There will be no existence of past and future and the present
is reality.

According to Chaityavadi that emerged from
Bahulika, this branch, which worships Chaityas, is also
called transcendentalism. These cult remains in Mahavihara.
The principle of this is that by making Chaitya, worshipping
it and encircling it, the merit is obtained. The Buddha is
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totally free of passion and nirvana is innocent emotional
condition. The explanation of Ma dhyamika, Yogachara,
Dinnaga are of great 51gn1ﬁcance in Buddhism.

Although it is said that there are-18 sections of
Buddhism, there are several branches and sub-branches
made from those sections. Among many school, Hinayana or
the Sthabirvada and Mahayana became mains schools of
Buddhism in the basis of which the devotee of different
nations embraces the Buddhism. The Theravada is promoted
in Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand and Cambodia whereas
Mahayana is promoted in Tibet, China, Japan etc. Although
Nepal is called the nation of Mahayani cult; the Theravada is
also widely publicized here.

Though there is idealistic difference between
Mahayana and Theravada, some principle is equally targeted.
In both cults the principle of the four noble truths, eightfold
path, materialism and Karmaism are recognized. Both the
schools have inter-relationship. ‘

Later, the Mahayana became famous in the name of
‘Tantric Mahayana’. The sects of Mantrayana, Vajrayana
and Kalchakrayana are specially prevailing from the side of
Mahasanghika that is especially in fashion in Nepal.

According to Mantrayana, Mantra is the only one
medium of release. The achievement of this is possible
through spiritual practice only. Mantrayana is very much
serious and minute. In this the practlser becomes successful
and he keeps passion.

The tantric and philosophic principle of Mahayana
has transformed into Vajrayana. The Buddha and Bodhisattva
are considered as the magnificent gurus in Mahayana. The
monkshood that is above the earth is not sufficient for the
highly compassionate Bodhisattva. It can return to the
worldly life for the medium . Even he can extirpate the
Brahmacharaya by being drained of compassion. The
importance of the guru is of much significance in Vajrayana.
In this opinion. the greatest knowledge is recognized as
omnipresent, constant and ominous. To sbotage the natural
attitudes forcefully is regarded as defective in Vajrayana.

Similarly, the main essential seed of Sahajayana is
commended in Vajrayana. There is not much place provided
to any kinds of ascetic fervour, restrain, rule, fasting, bath,
mantra, postures and the worshipping of idols in Sahajayana.
It is believed that alls gods reside in the exertion.

There is another Yana that is known as Kalchakrayana
under this Yana. This Yana provides especial strength to the
meditative method of Vajrayana. Kalchakra is related with
the voidness and compassion. Kalchakra is the synonym of
Adi-Buddha and voidness. The teacher does not give the
instruction of knowledge to the pupil without granting the
consecration methoddlogically. In it, one can work against
all the activities of body and win over death.

The people who were observing Buddhism recently
and people related to this religion will be in the state of
confusion regarding the rule and regulations of worshipping
if one doesn’t keep the knowledge of Buddhist schools. The

new comers of Buddhism are especially interested in the

study of Theravada. The experience of new disciples of
Buddha who will involve in Lamaism will be different.
Thus, It will be appropriate to understand Theravada
Buddhism as the unique principle of Buddhism to keep
knowledge of it. This is regarded as -the scientific and
practical religion. After that it will be good to try to -
understand the different cults of Buddhism, which will make
us obvious to know the feeling of Buddha’s one ism. B
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Various Fixed Intelligent Network Services
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1650

(Advanced FreePhone Service)
Your Toll-Free Number
A Key to Your Business Success

A Prepaid Phone Account

b&k&a& to ?&%ﬁh&ea

Dial 1680 for
PCL Service
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