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Knowledge and Behaviour

Man is a rational being. In the whole
world and in the entire creation, perhaps, there
is not a thing that is not perceptible to human
intelligence. Human intelligence has put limits
even on the vastness of land and the water.
Moreover, human intelligence has challenged
the infinity of the sky and space by inventing
aircrafts and spacecrafts. Man Cannot swim
or walk in the sky as in the water or land. Yet,
he travels in the sky by an aeroplane.
Swimming and walking is purely a physical
activity whereas travelling in the sky by an
aeroplane is concerned with brainpower
rather than physical power of man. Both
physical and brainpower is motivated by
knowledge, which originates in brain. It is
knowledge that puts limits on everything
including the brain itself.

Man sees with eyes. Without eyes, he
cannot see anything. Eye is an essential
instrument to see things. Man cannot give
physical description of things unless he sees
them. He can only imagine things if he does
not see them. Dreams, imagination and reality
are different aspects of human life. Seeing
things with eyes is concerned with realit.
Dreams and imagination are related to mental
faculty. They occur only in mind. Knowledge
alone can analyse them. Only human beings
have mental faculty, which gives them an
advantage over other animals in the creation.
Human beings use their intelligence to draw
conclusions.

There are countless types of living
beings. Man has not seen many of them. Yet,
man has concluded that there are 84 hundred
thousand types of living beings in the universe.
Each type of living being is regarded as a
separate stage of life. It also believed that all
the creatures in the world pass through 84
hundred thousand cycles of life and, eventually,
they are born as human beings. Human life
believed to be the last cycle of life. Some
scriptures deal with sin and righteousness.
These scriptures give details about the wages
of sin and the reward for righteousness. Many
people believe in such scriptures and pray to
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the god to reward them with good life in next
birth. This shows that people learn from
scriptures and other sources, and they behave
accordingly.

People go to school and college to get
education. they get certificate of their
education. when they become educated, they
teach others. they talk about wisdom and
meritorious deeds. However, education is
finite. People learn what they like. That is why
different people become learned in different
subjects. It is not neccessary that illiterate
people are uneducated as well. Learning and
education are not the same. Learning is a
process. It never ends. To learn is human
tendency. One can learn by seeing or
expericnce. Man has desires. He does
anything to satisfy his desire. He learns the
way to satisfy his desires. In course of learning
things, he learns what he should and should
not do. Learning expands wisdom and wisdom
sharpens learning, in turn. People who have
studied a lot and hold certificate of education
are regarded as learned scholars in any
society, They are regarded eligible even for
state affairs. so, people compete for education.
Schools and colleges are opened to give
education to people from their early childhood.
Level of education is determined by the
government itself. People cover education.
Parents want their children to be well educated.
People want to be called educated. They
prepare themselves to go through examination
to get certificate of their education. They
always want to upgrade their educational
qualification. People‘s craze for educational
certificate sometimes leads them to doing
unfair activities such as cheating at
examination. rote learning or attempting to
have a sneak preview of question papers.

Education is one of the basic needs of
human beings. So. people are concerned with
education. Even those people who are
deprived of education due poverty or other
reasons have great regrets about being
deprived of education or unable to give
education to their children. Man acquires
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education but knowledge is an inherent
quality. It is not necessary to get any formal
education to gain knowledge . However.
education helps people to increase knowledge
and its level. Education is sometimes taken
as a formality. people to increase knowledge
and its level. Education is sometimes taken
as a formality. Most people do not pay
attention to putting their education into
practice. However, unlike education knowledge
encourages people to be concerned with and
put their learning into practice. sometimes
wise people also get confused and anxious.
when they get confused. knowledge protects
them and they will not deviate from what is
right and appropriate. In sanskrit. it is said that
Buddhirjnanena suddhyati , which means
knowledge purifies wisdom. Hence, knowledge
is consciousness. Supreme knowledge makes
people fully aware and conscious. Wise
people are less confused than lay people are.
knowledge makes wise people able to
perceive even invisible subjects. This special
faculty of human brain is called jnana chakshu,
which literally means ‘wisdom eye‘. Even wise
people admit to the god and their seniors that
they still have a lot to learn, The concept of
84 hundred thousand cycles of life may be
merely a speculation of wise people. Scriptures
tell us about the life after death and the state
of living beings before they are born, Scriptures
are the creation of human knowledge. So,
people believe in scriptures largely. There are
different levels of knowledge but levels of
knowledge are infinite,

Knowledge makes people practical
but people very often fail to pay attention to
knowledge. To neglect knowledge means not
to be fully practical. People educate themselves
but fail to behave accordingly. Learned people
also fail to put their learning into practice. This
vicious circle of failure to put knowledge into
practice is certainly a stain on the character
of an educated man. Man is a rational being.
He is conscientious His conscientiousness
makes him practical and tactful in behviour.
When man fails to behave in a practical way,
his conscience will also become useless. So,
conscientious people practise‘jnanayogis(an
approach pertaining to knowledge) and put

emphasis on doing good and virtuous deeds.
'This is the reason why sages and yogis
pursue spirtual knowledge and assimilate
behaviourism.

Science is based on practice. So,
people easily believe in science. In this 21t
century,people praise the progress in scince
wholehertedly and regard old thoughts as
impractical and out of date. However, they do
not stop deceiving others. In fact. good
behaviour keeps discipline and is intended not
to do injustice or be unfair to others. To show
regard for others while doing good to oneself
is a sign of good behaviour in true sense. It is
customary for people to start their work at an
auspicious hour . To start work at an auspicious
hour is also a way to be practical in terns of
time. To think only about one's own interest and
pay little regard for others' interest is certainly
not a sign of good behaviour. Behaviour is a
particular way of doing things towards others.
Awareness and honesty are the characteristics
of good behaviour. Without awareness and
honesty, no behaviour can be humane. Social
behaviour of human beings is quite different
from the behaviour of other animals and
demons. The behaviour of a conscientious
person is always guided by conscience,
intelligence, knowledge and wisdom. If one’s
behaviour is not guided by conscience, it cannot
be regarded as humane. If people claim to be
rational beings and their life superior to the rest
of the 84 hundred thousand cycles of life, their
own behaviour must reveal their superior
quality. Buddha's teachings say that human
behaviour can be learned in course of searching
for and pursuing spiritual knowledge. sheela
(precepts) samadhi ( concentration of mind).
prajna (spiritual knowledge) and Karuna
(compassion) are practical teachings of
Buddha. These teachings are intended to teach
people how to make their behaviour humane.
The noble eightfold path preached by Buddha
serves as the guideline for people, Buddha is
a great person who has put more emphasis on
behaviour rather than on knowledge and
education, For Buddha. Knowledge is more
important than education and behaviour is even
more important than knowledge. Thus, we see
Buddha is a great practical teacher. «
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