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Vision

ICEREEED I
Price of Education

The Tri-Bodhi 2018

By Bhikkhu Upatissa

In modern days, education is given more
important place than anything else in our society.
From very early days of children up to their old
age there are various systems of education in
any country. Today's time is not like the time of
30 years ago. If we just think about our childhood
that we have passed we could see vast difference
today.

Education is equally necessary for all classes
of people. So, there are schools for children,
schools for boys and girls, schools for adults,
schools for parents and schools for even teachers.
Further, there are separate schools for girls where
the admission is not open for boys and separate
schools for boys where the admission is not open
for girls. All these schools are found grouped as
government schools, private schools, community
schools, primary schools, high schools and so on.
Once students have passed their exams in these
schools they are eligible to apply for their higher
education in college, campus or universities. Until
children have reached certain age of their life
and to prepare them for discipline and higher
education; their parents take them to UKG, Nursery
and Montessori schools. Some parents who could
afford for the education of their children admit
them to Boarding Schools as well. As parents are
living busy life, they are compelled to leave their
children under the guidance of school teachers.
So, many children have lost the opportunity that
they could gain to learn from lovely environment
of their homes with their parents.

Certainly, children look beautiful in their
school dress. | think they get fairly good education
as well. But, how many children know about their
parents how they have managed their economic
condition to meet all challenges for the sake of
children's education. It's not sure whether they
have enough food to satisfy their hunger, enough
clothes to warm up during the winter, enough
money to pay off their rents and mortgages.
However education has cost a high price, parents

look forward to seeing their children's future life
is secured. Some parents like to see their children
are well educated. They hope that they will no
longer depend on others. While spending for their
children’s education some parents become weak
and it seems that they are growing older day by
day. So, some parents also seek protection from
their children. But, how many children do know
about the aspiration of their parents and how
many parents have been able to achieve their
aspiration from the education that they have
given to their children?

Parents could have different opinions and
targets in providing with education to their
children. Some parents might wish and bless their
children be doctors, nurses, engineers, pilots,
politicians, lawyers, teachers etc. It's not possible
for all the children to succeed in their effort
although they have blessings from their parents.
Their success depends on dedication and time and
that they devote to the target of education and
the understanding that they have gained.

Some children are sent abroad for their higher
education and parents suggest that they seek
their future stability in overseas through working
in part time jobs besides learning in recognized
universities. Due to the political instability, less
job opportunities and insufficient salary in Nepal
and in many other less developed countries; many
hundred thousands of people have gone abroad
seeking their better future and preparing to face
hard times of life with their courage. Parents send
a plenty of money from time to time in order to
support their children's education in overseas.
Parents wish that their sons and daughters be
well educated and make their way of life easy with
suitable jobs they have found out. Once they get
to know that their children have been employed
and earning a good salary then they impatiently
wait for remittance from overseas.

Only few students could reach high posts such
as doctors, pilots, judges, engineers and teachers.
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No doubt, those who are holding these posts have
high regards in society. This being a reason, most
parents, in spite of hard times in their life, spend
lavishly to see their sons and daughters turning
out doctors and so on by holding high posts in
society or they wish their sons and daughters
have a good income in whatever country they are
working and living .

Pattakamma Sutta gives a detail of a person's
wishes regarding his life and wealth (bhoga).
Whatever wealth he has acquired through working
with his earnest effort is considered as a lawful
wealth which he should know to use properly.
In this Sutta, the Buddha says that the wealth
acquired lawfully is one of the four difficult things
to gain in the world. The other three things are
longevity (ayu), good reputation (yasa) and happy
life (sukha).

The students who have passed their exams
with high marks and who have scored adequately
enough marks in their exams have the opportunity
to apply for such high posts. Yet, there is
uncertainty! If they are not selected they will have
frustration in their life. Parents might blame their
children for the failure. So, high post in society is
not a possible goal for one and all although some
parents think that they could spend lavishly for
their children's education.

At a time when children have found out their
suitable jobs and they have become independent
and self-sufficient, they have the responsibility
to look after their parents. As pointed out
by the Buddha, they have five duties or their
responsibilities. (1) They need to attend their
parent. (2) Be ready to help them at anytime
they needed. (3) Preserve the honor of family
(generation). (4) Preserve the family heritage
passed down by their parents. (5) Perform
righteous things in honor of them even after they
have passed away.

Obviously, education plays an important
role to create a peaceful environment. The aim
of education needs to be different from what
people generally think. Education paves the way
to standardize living condition of people. When
the percentage of educated people increases and
job-opportunities are created, country develops.

l T ARAA 24 v
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If educated people lose job-opportunities and
with their knowledge they do not think to create
self-employments, not only country; but those so
called educated fellows will also suffer. Educated
fellows suffer means that they cause their family
to suffer indirectly. Eventually, country becomes
subject to suffering as brought about by so called
educated fellows.

Education is not to be taken only as a
commercial matter as we see it in modern day
society. Education has many objectives that can
be fulfilled when educated people intend to work
out diligently with their skill, understanding and
efficiency. The term ‘pariyatti’ is used for the system
of learning in Pali Language which means textual
knowledge that the students are taught and they
learn in their schools. According to Buddhism,
discipline is more important than education.
When education and discipline go together we can
observe justice and peace in society. “Discipline is
never possible until someone has become a well
learned person” said the Buddha (pariyatii vina
vinayam natthi kudacanam).

Someone that has learned well will
implement his practical knowledge is patipati or
he practices what he has learned from his school.
Someone that achieves a result of his work or
someone that is awarded for what he has worked
with his practical knowledge is pativedha. It is
the eventual understanding, the realization of
truth attained by someone that has learned and
practiced in his life. To make all these possible
in our life, we need to know the importance of
meditation which leads to inward journey to
reduce shortcomings by purifying our minds.

It gives me great pleasure to learn that a new
meditation centre has been established in the
beautiful countryside of Lakure Bhanjyang, a few
kilometers distance from Lubhu. May all blessings
be upon Ven. Bhikkhu Wimalo who is intending
to publish the TriBodha Magazine on behalf of
the newly established meditation centre on the
occasion of Vesak Full Moon Day.

Happy Auspicious Vesak Full Moon Day! May
all sentient beings be well & happy! May upaward
journey be smooth & peaceful!

THE END
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V&R 3T TEorawt (TaraT Ufeg) BT IUREUAT YFQUT UTUTT ATT JHAN,
HEUT TUT & feasbt HATQUT I -HTHaT

Reg-;‘"N .‘é/zii . % 20 Ltr. i
D.F.T.Q.C. No.: 01-27-68-08-098
AQUA o AQUA o
== PURE =8SAFE

PROCESSED DRINKING WATER PROCESSED DRINKING WATER

Manufactured by: Manufactured by:
Trisakti Beverage Industry (P.) Ltd. AQUA SAFE DRINKING WATER INDUSTRIES
Thulo Bharyang, Kathmandu, Tel.: 4672848 Sitapaila-4, Municipality, Kathmandu

V&Y 3T dgsiarl (¥ara ufex) 1
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QT JH-FHTHAT
Roshan Pandey

Branch Manager
Mob. 9801234894

SalesBerry

DEPARTMENT STORE

Sitapaila, Kathmandu, 01 - 4284740, 4285712
E-mail: roshan.pandey@salesberry.com.np

Deals in : kitchen items, foods, oil, cosmetic product, dry food,...
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