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It is

bls 4 matter of pleasure to me to hear of the
mbe 1 i
Do br.offhls Mmagazine. My thanks to you all for the
prop publication of the special issue which will help the

people in general t_o have an idea of the significance of 2,500th
year of Maha Parinibban of Lord Buddha

special nu

bt b . I hope and believe
e g S? eC1a.l number going to be issued on the thrice blessed
Day of Vaisaki-Purnima will not fail in inculcating the princi-

ples of peace and non-violence which are essentially needed at
present.
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RAJ BHAVAN,

- BOMBAY-6,
15th May, 1956.

The life and message of Buddha still inspire millions of people whom the modern civilization has not
yet touched in the far off jungles and forests in India where Buddhism is said to have disappeared. That at one
time Buddhism was the mass religion of India followed even by the most pr.mitive tribes is evident from the
fact that the image of Buddha is even now worshipped under different names in different places by the tribal
people living in forests.

How is it that this particular religion spread so far and wide and captured the mind of thz people
although they did not understand the intricate philosophy of tne religion ? It is said that during the rule of
Ashoka the entire governmental machinery was used for the spread of this particular religion. But we know that
this is not possible. Even under the most systematic administration of the modern days every part of the
country is not yet touched by the administration. How is it then that the worship of Buddha spread far into
places where there was no communication and no touch of the administration in those days ? The more I
think over this intereSting pnenomena, the more am 1 convinced that the love and sympathy, which is the
divine link between man and man, is not deterred by the barrier of time and space : it travels far and wide and
finds a responsive chord in every human heart wherever it reaches. It is, so to say, carried by the wind.

This happened to a surprising extent with regard to Gandhiji. People in far off forests, where no
outsider has ever gone, knew Gandhiji’s name and knew also that he stood for the poor and the distressed.
The same was the case with Buddha vn a much larger scale.

During the period of reaction systematic efforts were made to root out Buddhism and, therefore,
Buddha assumed different names. Nevertheless, his image continues to be worshipped. His message of love
and sympathy has become mixed up in the Indian life itself.

Now is the time when the same message has to be repeated and broadcast on the same scale as was
done before. The distinctions of caste, creed and sect will have to disappear like mist in the blazing sun of the
Buddha’s message, On the occasion of his 2,500th anniversary, letus remember that the Great Master who

came to the world for a few years and has now passed into ages, has left behind the divine treasure of love for

eternity to enjoy.

H. MEHTAB.
GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY,
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