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Oh Ananda,

the place where faithful persons

should know, see and have sense of urgency
is Lumbini Sacred Garden where I,
Tathagata was born." Ee

(Mahaparibbana Sutta, Digha Nikaya, Mahavagga, Tripitaka
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A World Heritage Site
The Fountain of World Peace and Unity in Diversity

- By Basanta Bidari
The chief Archaeogist
Date of inscription: 1997 Lumbini Sacred Garden

WM& Criteria:

Brief Description

Siddhartha Gautama, the Lord Buddha, was born in 623 B.C.
| in the famous gardens of Lumbini, which soon became a place of
4 pilgrimage. Among the pilgrims was the Indian emperor Ashoka,
who erected one of his commemorative pillars there. The site is
now being developed as a Buddhist pilgrimage centre, where the
archaeological

remains associated with the birth of the Lord Buddha form a
central feature.

Justification for Inscription

The Committee decided to inscribe this site on the basis of
criteria (iii) and (vi). As the birthplace of the Lord Buddha, the sacred area of Lumbini is one
of the holiest places of one of the world's great religions, and its remains contain important
evidence about the nature of Buddhist pilgrimage centres from a very early period.

“Foremost am | in the world,

Senior most am | in the world,

Best am | in the world,

This is my last birth,

No more am | to be born”.

{Anguttara Nikaya)

“A unique being, an extraordinary man arises in the world for the benefit of the many,
for the happiness of the many, out of compassion for the world, for the good, benefit, and
happiness of gods and men. Who is this being? It is the Tathagata, the Exalted, and Fully
Enlightened One”. Lumbini the Birthplace of Lord Buddha has been inscribed on the world
- heritage list. This heritage site is of exceptional universal value which deserves protection
for the benifit of humanity.

Location of Lumbini

Lumbini is situated in present day Rupandehi district of Lumbini zone of western Nepal.
It is about 20 km from the Gautam Buddha airport, Siddhartha Nagar, and 27 km from the
Indian border, Sonauli. From Kathmandu it is about 300 km and a 7 to 8 hour drive by road.
There are four to five regular flights from Kathmandu to Gautam Buddha Airport and the flight
time is only 30 minutes. Taxis at the airport will take a visitor to Lumhini in 30 minutes while
a’ride in a local bus takes about 45 minutes. tl; 0
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Lumbini in Ancient Time

Most of the Buddhist literature places [
Lumbini between the Sakya kingdom of yd oy
Kapilavastu to the west and the Koliya kingdom - : >4 JRANLS 2 IR
of Devadaha to the east. Presently twenty-eight
kilometers west of Lumbini lies Tilaurakot; the : Frea FET @A

capital of the Sakya kingdom, and thirty-eight m : ST e g sewew
kilometers east of Lumbini is Devadaha, the g N

capital of the Koliya kingdom. Literatures further
mention that it was a beautiful pleasure garden
coltectively maintained by both the kingdoms
during the lifetime of the Lord Buddha. In the
earlier Buddhist literatures, the garden of Lumbini
was known as Lumbini Kannana, Lumbini Vatika,
Lumbini-Upavana, Lumbini Chittalatavana and
Lumbini Salavana. This garden was situated -
at the eastern edge of the Sakyan kingdom «f | | ymgini. THE BIRTHPL
Kapilavastu on the bank of the river Telar ar- ! | 3yppHA HAS BEEN IN®
it was compared to the Chittalata grove (m: : LD HERITAGE:
captivating) of Indra’'s paradise in heaven. 1Se:QEBXCEP

a

In the month of Vaisaka (May/June), full
moon day of 623 B.C. Maya Devi, the queen
of King Suddhodana of Kapilavastu, on her way to her maternal home in De:uaha arrived
in Lumbini. While enjoying the attractiveness of the Lumbini garden, attended by the service
provider walking slowly and heavy with child at this garden, felt the sudden pangs of labor.
Realizing that the time of delivery was drawing near, she bathed in the sacred Puskarani
pond located almost at the center of the garden and proceeded twenty-five steps to the north,
seeking a support. There was a beautiful Sala tree full of flowers and holding a branch of that
tree she gave birth to her holy child. This newly born child later became known to generations
to come simply as the Buddha, the Enlightened One, who set in motion the wheel of the law
(Dhamma). In his childhood he was named Siddhartha which means ‘he whose aim is
accomplished’. He was also called Sarvarthasiddha meaning ‘one whose purpose has been
fulfilled' and after the birth of the child, the desire of his father for a son (artha) having been
fulfilled (siddha)'.

From his deathbed the Buddha at the age of eighty (544\543 B.C.) at Kushinagara
encouraged his followers to visit Lumbini and three other places.

He said to Ananda (the personal attendant of the Buddha)

“After | am no more O’ Ananda’ men of belief will visit with faith, devotion and curiosity
the four places where | was born.. .., attained enlightenment..., preached the first sermon...and
where | passed into Mahaparinirvana”.

For Lumbini the Buddha said

“Ananda, This (Lumbini) place is where the Tathagata was born, this is a place, which
should be (visited and) seen by a person of devotion and which would cause awareness and
apprehension of the nature of impermanence. At this place, Ananda, those who are on a
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pilgrimage to (thls) shrine, if they should due W|th devotlon in thelr hearts during the course
of the pilgrimage, will after (their) death and dissolution of the body be reborn in a good
destination, a fortunate celestial (deva) realm” (Mahaparinirvana Sutta).

(Q \ Lumblnl

For many centuries pilgrims revered the spot at Lumbini garden where the Buddha was
born. Today pilgrims and visitors from all over the world come to Lumbini, a timeless place
where ancient monuments mark the authenticity of the birthplace. The pilgrims from the
earliest time to the present moment get deeply affected by the spiritual atmosphere of the
Buddha’s birthplace. The monuments erected by them sanctify the holy site and testify the
record of the noteworthy visits.

Emperor Asoka
accompanied by his
spiritual teacher Upagupta,
made a pilgrimage to this
holy site in 249 B.C. Here
he erected a stone pillar
with inscriptions in the
Brahmi script and Magadhi
language which confirms
the birth of the Buddha at
Lumbini. The inscription

" Devanapiyena piyadasina lajina
visativasabhisitena atana agacha

Q. mahiyite hida Budhe jate
NN / Sakyamuniti silavigadabhica

=~ kalapita silathabhe cha usapapite

"'/Hda Bhagavam jateti
= Lumminigame ubalike kate
athabhagiya cha

Ashoka Pillar & inscription

states that 'Twenty years
after the coronation, King
Piyadasi, beloved of god
made a royal visit in
person and offered
worship at the birth spot
of the Buddha, the sage
of Sakyas. He erected the
stone pillar to

commemorate his visit and he made the village of Lumbini free from taxes subject to pay one-
eighth of the produce because the Bhagavan was born here.' During this period, this holy
place witnessed the construction of burnt brick structures, which later on housed the nativity
sculpture and became famous under the name of Maya Devi Temple. The distinguished
nativity sculpture was placed here in 3rd — 4th century A.D. Beginning of the 4th century A.D.
the Yuch-Chig monk Seng Tsai of the Chin Dynasty visited Lumbini. The account in the Shui-
Ching-Chu provides information about (a) the Asoka tree that was gripped by Mayadevi at
the time of Siddhartha’s birth was still living, (b) an image of Mayadevi gripping the Asoka
tree was beneath the tree, (c) devotees used to offer flowers and sweets at the spot marking
where Siddhartha's feet first touched the earth, and (d) King Asoka had placed a shield of
stone around the Siddhartha’s birth spot. Fa-hsien, a famous Chinese traveler visited this
garden at the beginning of 4th century A.D. Here, he saw the bathing tank of the Sakyas, the
nativity tree and religious monuments. He describes the surrounding religious and habitation
sites such as Kapilavastu and Devadaha. Yuan-chwang, another renowned traveler from
China came to this garden in the 7th century A.D. His travel account is more detailed and
gives the idea of the then Lumbini having the stump of a dead nativity tree, stupas, bathing
tank warm and cold water springs, Asokan pillar and |ts crownlng fgure and only (Telar) river.
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Véry little is known about another Chinese pilgrim Wu-kung who visited Lumbini garden in
the 8th century A.D. The period after this is not very clear on inscribed or written records.
The continuation of making monuments in the sacred place advocates an unbroken pilgrimage
to the garden. The name of King Ripu Malla is the last name that has been recorded in the
historical period in connection with pilgrimages to Lumbini. This King, who ruled at Jumla
in the beginning of 14th century A.D., is from the Khasa Kingdom of western Nepal. He paid
visit to Lumbini in course of Buddhist a pilgrimage and engraved his name on the east corner
on the top of the Asokan pillar. The religious confusion of medieval times brought damage
and neglect to Buddhist holy
places of pilgrimage and for five
hundred years Lumbini was lost |
in oblivion. Association of Lumbini |’
with the Buddha was slowly
forgotten. But the Buddha's great
message survived, growing in
importance through the centuries.

Research

The Asokan pillar was re- [
discovered and recognized by
Khadga Shumsher and
Dr.A.Fuhrer in 1896. As the pillar
was re-discovered and the
famous inscription was deciphered, more and more scholars were interested in the research
activities. Babu Purna Chandra Mukherji conducted a brief
‘exploration and excavation in 1899 and successfully
identified the nativity sculpture as well as some of the
structural remains in and around the birthplace. In 1933
Keshar Shumsher carried out a large but amateur excavation
without proper method. His excavation was not research
oriented; but he strengthened the Maya Devi Temple,
enlarged the Sakya Puskarani and piled up two earthen
mounds north and south of Maya Devi Temple collecting
the rubbles and debris of excavation (now these mounds
have been removed). He left many of the ancient remains
open and his operation continued up to 1932-39. Mrs.
Debala Mitra in 1962 tried to excavate and check the base
of the Asokan pillar, but without any fruitful results she
abandoned her work. Her major contribution consists in
an inventory of the exposed artifacts in Lumbini. The
Department of Archaeology (DoA), His Majesty's
Government of Nepal, undertook the responsibility of

Nativity Sculpture conducting excavation, research and conservation work

since 1972. After the formation of the Lumbini Development

Trust in 1985 the development activities at Lumbini including excavation, conservation and
exploration have continued in collaboration with DoA/HMG, Nepal.
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Monuments

The garden of Lumbini
was converted into a
*1 spiritual and pilgrimage site
soon after the
Mahaparinirvana of Lord
Buddha. A monastic site
19 started evolving around the
sacred spot of the Buddha's
birth. The birth spot being
: i the most sacred point in the

The Sacred Pond whole of the-holy land of
Lumbini drew the attention
of generous devotees to erect various constructions symbolizing and memorializing. the birth
of the great sage. Activities of devotees were mainly concentrated in and around the sacred
place where the great sage was born, These constructions were for spiritual use and religious
in nature. Side by side a village also sprang up and emerged to meet the growing need of
the religious community visiting or living in the holy complex from 7th /6th century B.C. During
the period the Maurya Empire Lumbini had developed into a prosperous village where taxes
had been reduced by Emperor Asoka in 3rd century B.C. Human activities in the sacred area
of Lumbini goes back to the pre-Mauryan period which is very close to the period of Buddha's
Mahaparinirvana which now has been confirmed by a cultural deposition of the period now
exposed by recent archaeological excavation in Maya Devi Temple.

The holy site witnessed the construction of a structure that later on became famous as
the Maya Devi Temple. The exact spot of Buddha'’s birth was developed into a worship place
by providing a brick platform and circumbulatory path to the shrine as early as 3rd century
B.C. Devotees of subsequent periods continued their effort in maintaining the sanctity of the
holy place by repairing and rebuilding the monument of reverence and has continued till the
present century. The holy spot of birth in a latter period identified as Maya Devi Temple. The
important monument in Lumbini is the nativity sculpture of lord Buddha depicting the image
of Maya Devi, mother of lord Buddha, taking support during the time of birth of her child with
Prajapati, sister of Maya Devi and -
stepmother of lord Buddha, supporting
Maya Devi in the delivery while two
Hindu Gods Brahma and Indra are
receiving the newly born baby standing §
upright on a lotus pedestal.

The most important spot in Lumbini |
is the spot where the marker stone slab
is located deep

o e SHUPAS T

in the sanctum sanctorum, pinpoints the precise and original birthplace of Lord Buddha.
In order to enable the pllgrlms and visitors to observe the marker stong and this spot being
the most sensitive requires proper conservation and expositions. To'the south of the Asokan
pillar lays the famous sacred tank in which Maya had a holy bath before giving birth to her
son. The tank, WhICh was in existence even before the birth of Buddha, still exists with an
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embankment comprising of bricks from 1939 A D. The present shape was given in the operation
of 1932-39 A.D. The holy site is surrounded by a row of stupas out of which thirty-one stupas
have so far been excavated and most of them are of a votive type. The construction of stupa
started as early as 3rd century B.C. onwards. Some of the stupas have square, rectangular
and circular bases that were added in the later periods.

The outer ram to the south of the Maya Devi Temple in the sacred area consists of
viharas (monasteries) built between 3rd century B.C. and 4th century A.D. The overlapping
and crowded construction is an evidence of the people’s eagerness to be near to the sacred
birth spot.

New Era

On the occasion of the 4th World Buddhist conference in 1956 the late King Mahendra
did his best in providing basic facilities and recreating Buddhist environment by constructing
a vihara, a rest house, road and some other facilities. The pilgrimage of the then Secretary
General of United Nations late U Thant to Lumbini in 1967 became a milestone in the history
of the physical development of Lumbini. U Thant, a devout Buddhist from Myanmar, believed
Lumbini should be a place where religious and secular leaders could work together to create
a world free from hunger and strife. Deeply influenced by Lumbini's sanctity, he discussed
the matter with late King Mahendra and suggested HMG/Nepal to develop Lumbini as an
intemational pilgrimage site and tourism center. U Thant called upon the intemational community
to create Lumbini as a pilgrimage and tourist center.

The response was enthusiastic,
® and by 1970 the thirteen nations
B4 International Lumbini Development
Committee was formed in New York,
under the chairmanship of Nepal's
Permanent Representative to the United
Nations. Those same nations-
} Afghanistan, Myanmar, Kampuchea,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia,
Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka,
and Thailand — later formed an advisory

' *  panel to the world renowned Japanese
architect, Professor Kenzo Tange, in his preparatlon of the Master Plan for Lumbini development.
Three additional nations, Bangaladesh, Bhutan and the Republic of Korea, later joined the
effort. In 1972 Prof. Kenzo Tange was awarded consultancy for the preparation of the Master
Plan for the development of Lumbini.

Mongstery

In 1978 the Master Plan of Lumbini was finalized and approved by the UN and HMG/Nepal.
In the meantime HMG/Nepal was directly involved in the planned development of Lumbin
through Lumbini Development Committee. The committee was successful in acquiring the
land, relocating the villages, providing the basic infrastructure and carrying out aforestation.
In 1985, Lumbini Development Trust Act was enacted and Lumbini Development Trust (LDT)
was formed. Since then the Trust has been responsible for the implementation of the Master
Plan and for the overall development of Lumbini.
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The Master Plan

The strong and clear-cut Master Plan transforms three square miles of flat and barren
land into an expression of Buddha's universal message of peace and compassion creating

sculpted landscape to make the teachings of
Lord Buddha accessible to all humanity. The
three square mile on north-south axis
encompassing three zones each covering one
square mile is united by a 1.5 km long
pedestrian walk-way and canal. The three
zones are (1) the Sacred Garden, (2)
International Monastic Zone and (3) the New
Lumbini Village.

The repeating shapes of the design and
landscape, circles enclosing squares,
expresses the purity and simplicity of the
mandala symbol of the universe. Square and
circular shapes extend the design theme in
peaceful landscaped gardens in the vaulting
arches of the monumental buildings and in a
tranquil network of canals an ponds.

The Sacred Garden

Designed with the objective to create an
atmosphere of peace, tranquility, universality
and clarity consistent with the idea of the birth
of the Buddha, is the heart of the design and
lies in the south section of the Master Plan.
The sacred garden shelters ancient
monuments, Asoka Pillar at its center and the
restored atmosphere of plants life around the
ancient ruins. It is to be tranquil and undisturbed
beauty of its plants life to create a reverent
atmosphere in which to experience Buddha's
universal message.

International Monastic Zone

This zone is divided by a 1.5 km long
and 16-meter wide canal with a depth of 1.5
meter, serves as a central link. East of the
canal is the East Monastic Zone for the
Theravada and west is the West Monastic
Zone for the Mahayana Buddhism. The diverse
architectural styles and religious ideals of the
many places of worship, some of which have
already been constructed and some are under
construction, in these zones wich reflect the
spirit of tolerance and harmony of Buddhist

The Masterplan of Lumbini
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teachings. Here, people of all
nations and all religious
organization are actively working
and praying to resolve the causes
of world conflict.

The east manastic zone
consists of thirteen plots of
120x120 and 80x80 meters.
Some of the plots have already
been allocated to the Government
of Myanmar, International Nun -4
Centre of Nepal, Government of Chinese Temple
Sri Lanka, Mahabodhi Society of
India, Government of Thailand and Vipassana meditation center.

The west monastic zone consists of 29 plots of 160%x160, 120%120 and 80x80 meters.
The following countries and Buddhist organizations have already started their constructions:
they are, Seto Gumpa of Nepal, the Great Lotus Stupa of Germany, Laddak Meditation Center
of India, Sokyo Organization of Japan, Linh Son Organization of France, Zong Hua Buddhist
Association of China, Geden International of Austria, Vietnam Temple of Vietnam, Dae-Sung
Sukga Sa of Korea, Karma Kagyu of Germany, Dharmodaya Sabha of Nepal, Manang Seva
Samiti of Nepal and Panditarama International Vipassana Meditation Center of Myanmar.
Meditation centers representing the two great schools of Buddhism are stretched into the
great forest. The six meditation cells in each center enable up to 54 students to work towards
self-knowledge.

The Sacred Garden can be approached on foot or by boat along a graceful colonnaded
walkway following a tranquil canal along the center of the Lumbini Project. The shaded
walkway and canal enable the visitors to make a gradual transition from the cares of the world
to the sanctity of the Sacred Garden. The completed walkways will take visitors past sculpted
curving arches of Lumbini’s monumental buildings, past tranquil ponds, graceful pavilions,
quiet squares and circular plazas. Rest stop along the walkway will provide benches, toilets
and drinking water. Boats will transport aged and handicapped pilgrims on the canal. Finally,
the Central link bridge, has been constructed with the partial aid from the World Fellowship
of Buddhists, provides a symbolic transition between the cares of the world and the Sacred
Garden.

The Cultural Center

This center comprising of the museum, auditorium, research institution, library and
research scholar’s hostel arises in arches along the shaded canal walkway, a place of meeting,
study and work dedicated to the pursuit of world peace. The museum with its large high-
ceilinged exhibition hall exhibits many fascinating antiquities unearthed

The Auditorium to be known as the U Thant World Peace Auditorium for national and
international congresses with its 420-seat capacity, muliti purpose assembly hall is yet to be
started and the Lumbini Development Trust is looking for donations for this monumental
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building. Facilities will include six balconies for press and observers as well as six booths for
simultaneous translation. The Research Institution and Library is an advanced institution
enabling scholars to study Buddhism as well as the world's major religions, philosophy and
culture. Lecture rooms, large meeting rooms, a twenty-four-room dormitory and four professor's
residences complete the facility.
The research institution, library
and scholar's dormitory is the gift
of Reiyukai of Japan.

Thoughtful planning has
created a tourist center or Lumbini
Center that will be an integral part
of the Lumbini Complex. The
shop, restaurants and facilities of T _ \
Lumbini Center will stretch eight Lumbini International Research Institute
blocks along a pleasant arcade
and pedestrian walkway. Amenities will include tourist information, bank, post office, medical
center, administrative offices, parking, and bus and taxi services. The execution of the work
has not started yet. The comprehensive museum facility includes administrative offices and
an archaeological research laboratory and workshop. The museum is a gift of the Government
of India.

The New Lumbini Village

The New Lumbini Village is located one and half mile north of Asoka Pillar offers a
selection of lodgings, restaurants, shops and full tourist facilities to fit every budget. The
premier lodging at Lumbini village is the Lumbini Hokke Hotel constructed in accordance to
the lease agreement between the Hokke Club of Japan and the Lumbini Development Trust.
The hotel consisting of twenty Japanese style rooms and seven western style rooms
accommodates up to 66/70
guests. The twenty-seven room
hotel is fully air conditioned with
attached baths and television, one
restaurant serving genuine &
delicious Japanese, continental
& Nepalese cuisines. Its other
facilities include safety deposit
boxes, foreign currency & major
credit card exchange, mailing
service, souvenir shop, STD/ISD
Telephone & Facsimile, Japanese
d Bath (Spa) and a Prayer &

¥ Lumbini Hokke Hotel meditation court.

The middle class accommodation is under construction as per the lease agreement
between the Home Stead Corporation of Japan and Lumbini Development Trust is under
construction and shall comprise of forty eight rooms accommodating up to hundred guests
shall provide all necessary facilities needed in a hotel.
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The pilgrim class accommodation with its graceful red-brick structure of multi-bedded
rooms and attached kitchen built around a pleasant central plaza was completed in 1986 with
the financial support of the Government of Sri Lanka is already in operation with 188 beds.

Those who prefer the outdoor life will be able to stay at a modern campground in a
pteasant mango grove, provided with rest rooms, and amphitheatre and parking facilities near
pilgrim accommodation. A new majestic 42 meter tall World Peace Pagoda in the New Lumbini
Village came up in accordance to the agreement between Nipponzan Myohoji and the Lumbini
Development Trust. Nipponzan Myohoji founded by Fuji Guru has already completed 73
peace pagodas in Japan, India, Sri-Lanka, England, Austria and USA. The World Peace
Pagoda in Lumbini is the biggest of ali the peace pagodas constructed so far. Lumbini Dojo
Temple was opened next to the Peace Pagoda, on March 1995 where prayers are performed
every morning and evening.

Landscaping and Biodiversity

An ambitious landscaping project including the planting of 620,000 saplings is restoring
o : the natural beauty of Lumbini’s
lush tropical landscape.
¥ Construction of new buildings will
| be prohibited in the wide buffer
zone of green trees that shelter
and protect the land surrounding
WY the site. There are various
International Organizations who
@ are assisting and supporting to
§ restore the wildlife, wetlands and
preserving the birds in Lumbini.
% - The International Crane
Crane and Blue Bull Foundation, (ICF), IUCN are
among them. Lumbini being the
birthplace of the Lord Buddha is a timeless place ot a nigh aesthetic and spiritual value. It
actually attracts naturalists, botanists and zoologists with its richness. One can find wide
varities of shrubs, herbs, flowers and plants. There are more than 250 species of birds including
cranes, snakes, lizards and endangered creatures such as the Blue Bull (Boselaphus
tragocamelus) locally known as Nilgai.

Further Information

Lumbini Development Trust Concept: Bhikkhu Maitri, IBS

Web: www.lumbinitrust.com Text: . Basanta Bidari, LDT
or Design: Bhim Basnet, LDT

International Buddhist Society
E-mail: maitribs@yahoo.com
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Lumbini Development and International Cooperation

- By Sunao Miyabara, Hawaii, U.S A.

Gautama Buddha was born in Lumbini in the year 623 B.C. A pillar erected by Maurya
Emperor Asoka in 249 B.C., authenticates this as the site of the Buddha'’s birth. Records of
Chinese travellers, Fa- Xian in 403 A.D. and Hiuen Tsiang in 636 A.D. provide further evidence
that Lumbini is the birthplace of the Buddha. Historically, a long interval of dormancy followed
nearly seven centuries — until Rupa Malla, the Sinja ruler visited Lumbini in 1312. Thereafter
, Khadga Shamsher and A. Fuhrer re-discovered the historic Asokan pillar in 1896 , and in
1899, P.C. Mukherji conducted the first archaeological research in Lumbini . In 1932, building
in the legacu of P.C Mukherj conducted the first archaeological research in Lumbini. In 1932,
building on the legacy of P.C. Mukherj, Kaiser Shumsher initiated the first excavation work
in Lumbini. His efforts resulted in the re-discovery and restoration of the Mayadevi Temple.
In 1967 , after the pilgrimage to Lumbini of United Nations’ Secretary — General U Thant , the
United Nations Committee. It was an honor for me to be appointed as a member of that
committee . In 1978 , to promote the development of Lumbini, The Lumbini Development
Committee secured the services of Kenzo Tange of Japan to craft the Lumbini Master Plan
.In 1985, the Lumbini Development committee was transformed into the Lumbini Development
Trust (L.T.D) . and thereafter , the United Nations designated Lumbini as a World Heritage
Site in 1997.

The Master Plan for the development of Lumbini encompasses three (3) major components
: 1) the Sacred Garden; 2) the Cultural Center; and 3) the Monastic Enclaves and the New
Lumbini Village . The Lumbini Development Trust has developed a report presenting the
current proect status. | understand that it is being distributed to participants . Please take time
to review this information , if you have not done so yet .

The First World Buddhist Summit. Held here in Lumbini in 1998 , Marked a significant
landmark in the history of Lumbini , This Summit served to promote Lumbini as a center for
Buddhists worldwide , and established Lumbini as a living and vital symbol of world peace.

We are here gathered , unified in this Summit under the appropriate theme: “Lumbini:
A Symbol of Unity in Diversity — the Fountain of World Peace.; We have come together ,
charged with the challenge to further promote the vital work of making Lumbini — the Fountain
of World Peace , a reality .

Our main objective should therefore be, to find ways and means to complete the Master
Plan, enlisting international cooperation worldwide. This Summit should provide direction to
enable the administrative body , the Lumbini Development Trust to actively complete project
components: (1) Sita works and Landscaping ; (2) Infrastructure and Utilities Network ; (3)
the Lumbini Center and Culture Center; (4) the Museum , Auditoriunt;, Library , and Research
Insititution ; (5) the Pilgrim and Middle Accommodation ; High School ., (6) other uncompleted
Projects as well as (7) the initiation of moves to start projects not yet initiated .

. 0_
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We should have the Trust retain the best possible official to devote full- time in negotiations
with countries, national and international Buddhist entities as well as individuals and
corporations. In addition to international cooperation , we should look to the host country ,
Nepal , to strengthen the Government of Nepal's involvement in the work of the Lumbini
Development Trust . An important addition to the Trust would be the Minister- level official in
charge of tourism in Nepal . Such a dignitary would play an essential role in promoting the
developing tourism and pilgrim facilities in Lumbini. Hawali , U.S.A., provides a good example
of investing coordinated and expanding efforts in tourism. Last year, the 6, 4 million tourists
from the world over who visited Hawali , general U.S.$10 billion in income for the state of
Hawaii. The potential market for Lumbini and Nepal is one billion people worldwide.

Another area that can improve our international cooperation is to re-activate our Lumbini
Committee at the United Nations in New York. With members from Nepal , Thiland, Srilanka
, Myanmar, other Buddhist countries and others with the same vision , this committee could
provide an important center , generating support in realizing Lumbini as a World Heritage Site
. Financial support from the United Nations should be pursued for such a move.

Additionally , in order to activate and mobilize international cooperation, the Lumbini
Development Trust would do well to have a Lumbini International Advisory Board , enlisting
the experience and the hearts and minds of very senior leaders from each Buddhist country
and/ or Buddhist Centers worldwide , to serve in an advisory capacity in the development and
implementation of the Lumbini Master Plan . Each member of the Advisory Board would play
a very critical role as a liaison between the Trust and his/ her respective country or religious
entity .

We have come together from many lands with many languages , customs, and ethnic
backgrounds to unify our efforts at this Summit. The broadest participation is therefore essential,
and we must facilitate and encourage the greatest participation from registered members to
voice their opinions and suggestions openly from the floor.

Our tasks and challenges are many. Our common vision, however , provides the basis
for historic developments at this Summit.

In Memory of Prof. Kenzo Tange, the designer of Lumbini Master Plan.
International Buddhist Society, Buddhanagar, Lumbini
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A BUDDHIST VISION FOR THE
LUMBINI SACRED GARDEN

INTRODUCTION

Siddhattha Gautama, who later became known as the Enlightened One (Buddha), was
born in Lumbini 2630 years ago. Lumbini is one of the four most important Buddhist places
of pilgrimage.

The present status of the Lumbini Sacred Garden leaves much room for improvement.
Unfortunately, at present, there is no object of faith or worship (saddheyya vatthu) in the
Lumbini Sacred Garden except for the Maya Devi Statue, which is placed so awkwardly in
the Maya Devi Temple that it does not really permit worship. Also, some of the most common
needs of pilgrims and visitors to the Lumbini Sacred Garden are not being met. Furthermore,
the lack of a clear and balanced concept or vision for the future development and utilization
of the Sacred Garden, which equally respects the needs of the archaeology and of the pilgrims
and visitors, is apparent. Lumbini being the birth place of the Buddha should primarily be
developed as a religious place of pilgrimage yet it is being developed as a tourist attraction.

The following is a Buddhist vision for the future development and utilization of the Lumbini
Sacred Garden drawing from the Buddha'’s teachings, Buddhist art and architecture, and
Buddhist traditions. To a great extent this vision reflects the views of the national and
international Buddhist community residing in Lumbini.

OBJECTIVE

The primary objective in developing and utilizing the Lumbini Sacred Garden should be
to arouse religious emotions or a sense of urgency (samvega) in the faithful. In the
Mahaparinibbana Sutta of the Digha Nikaya the Buddha speaks to his attendant of many
years, Ananda, about the four places of pilgrimage in the following words:

‘Ananda, there are four places the sight of which should arouse emotion (samvega) in
the faithful. Which are they?

“Here the Tathagata was born” is the first.

“Here the Tathagata attained supreme enlightenment” is the second.

“Here the Tathagata set in motion the Wheel of Dhamma” is the third.

“Here the Tathagata attained the Nibbana-element without remainder” is the fourth.

And, Ananda, the faithful monks and nuns, male and female lay-followers will visit those
places'. M. Walshe (translator), Thus Have | Heard, London, 1987, p. 263

Hence, the primary objective must be to create an environment in the Lumbini Sacred
Garden that is conducive to the arousing of religious emotions. if the educational and
recreational visitors to Lumbini gain some general knowledge about the birthplace of the
Buddha, if they find some peace and inspiration by coming to Lumbini, then their visit will be
worthwhile.
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WHOLESOME VOLITION (CETANA)

A wholesome vaolition in developing and managing Lumbini is important. This implies
being sensitive to the needs of pilgrims and visitors. Understanding that many pilgrims and
visilors come from far away places and for some it may be an once-in-a-lifetime visit, it is
imperative that pilgrims and visitors are looked after by Lumbini Development Trust and the
monasteries with care and respect. Developing Lumbini as a tourist attraction with a sole
intention to increase the number of visitors is surely a questionable intention or volition.

MORALITY (SILA)

Among the Buddhist trainings, the training in morality or virtue is the first. During the
Second World Buddhist Summit held in Lumbini Nov. 30 — Dec. 2, 2004, the Lumbini Sacred
Garden was declared a Five Precept Zone. In different languages the five precepts (panca
sila) could be engraved on rock slabs or other materials and displayed in the Sacred Garden
or along the access road to the Sacred Garden. A voluntary observance of the five precepts
by pilgrims, visitors, and those living and working in Lumbini will surely contribute to peace
in Lumbini and it will help improve the image of Lumbini in the eyes of the general pubilic.

CONCENTRATION (SAMADHI) AND WISDOM (PANNA)

The second and third Buddhist training is about the development of concentration and
wisdom through meditation. LDT has accommodated this need by providing wooden benches
around some trees in the Sacred Garden. Furthermore, one could reserve one relatively quiet
area of the Sacred Garden for the practice of meditation.

FAITH (SADDHA)

The arousing of and strengthening of faith in pilgrims and visitors to the Lumbini Sacred
Garden can be induced in various ways. First, the presence of an object of faith (saddheyya
vatthu) will make worship possible. Such an object of faith could be an inspirational Buddha
statue or for some a statue of the newly born Prince Siddhattha or a piece of art depicting
the four main stations in the life of the Buddha, namely nativity, enlightenment, first discourse,
and great passing away. Such a piece of art would fulfill the needs of all Buddhist groups.
Many Theravada Buddhists find it difficult to pay homage to Maya Devi or Prince Siddhattha
or the Ashoka Pillar. Secondly, by giving explanations or giving a Dhamma-talk on the nativity
faith could be aroused in pilgrims and visitors. Furthermore, core teachings engraved on
panels and placed in appropriate places in the Sacred Garden will contribute to the arousing
and strengthening of faith. A number of such examples can be found in various monasteries
in Lumbini. This is a common tradition in Buddhist countries. Enabling pilgrims and visitors
to participate in various religious activities in the Sacred Garden can be another way of building
faith.

MORAL SHAME (HIRI)

Moral shame is a mental quality the Buddha has spoken of frequently. Moral shame
manifests as shrinking away from immoral physical, verbal, and mental behavior. Hence, this
quality should be respected in the Lumbini Sacred Garden. Just like indecent clothing and
indecent physical and verbal behavior are not tolerated at most places of pilgrimage world
wide (Shwe Dagon Pagoda in Yangon, Vatican, Wailing Wall in Jerusalem etc.), so too, LDT
should, in gentle ways, encourage decent clothing and decent behavior in the Sacred Garden.
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GENEROSITY (DANA)

Time and again the Buddha has praised generosity as a wholesome quality. Most Buddhist
pilgrims are familiar with this principle of generosity. A donation box or two placed next to an
object of faith (Buddha statue or a panel depicting the main stations of the Buddha's life) and
a worship area would give pilgrims and visitors a chance to practice generosity. For the further
development of Lumbini and the adjoining areas this principle of generosity should be adhered
to as much as possible. The donations received should be used for the further improvement
of the Lumbini Sacred Garden as a whole and of basic facilities such as clean toilets etc.

IMPROVEMENTS

[t is a good idea to enlarge the present Lumbini Sacred Garden area and to integrate
Nepal Buddha Vihara and Dharma Swami Maharaja Buddha Vihara in this greater Lumbini
Sacred Garden area. In order to accommodate the most common needs of pilgrims and
visitors the following new structures should be incorporated in the greater Lumbini Sacred
Garden, namely:

A toilet building, drinking water fountains, garbage incinerator, worship areas, candle
offering building, panels containing verses of inspiration (niti), pictorial panels, wider paths,
specific areas for Dhamma-talks, additional benches, and a reception center. Further, tree
planting, landscaping, and an uniform lighting system are called for. For more details kindly
refer to 'A Tentative Action Plan for the Lumbini Sacred Garden'.

A TENTATIVE ACTION PLAN FOR THE GREATER LUMBINI SACRED
GARDEN

Preliminaries

Scan the greater Sacred Garden area for archaeological remains and put the information
into a map.

Survey the entire Lumbini Sacred Garden Area and produce a map showing the
dimensions, elevation, present objects and archaeological remains.

Do layout: divide entire area into activity zone, meditation zone, area for prostrations,
shaded areas, non-shaded areas etc.

Determine architectural design criteria for new structures: Art style,

maximum height, weather resistant, durable, inspiring master pieces of art,

uniform design (not patchwork), construction materials, ensure an overall
integration of ancient ruins, Maya Devi Temple, and new structures.

Select and appoint a high-quality Buddhist architect who is well familiar with Buddhist
architecture and art from different traditions and let him/her design a master plan for the
greater Lumbini Sacred Garden.

Toilet complex

Design, construct, and manage a building containing a total of 20 (?) toilets, with 10
toilets and ... urinals for men, including one toilet for the handicapped, with 10 toilets for
women, including one toilet for the handicapped, provide both squatting-type as well as seat-
type toilets, provide sinks, and a storage room. The toilets could be made out of steel, as is
the case on trains and aero planes. The building should have proper ventilation. Cleaning
personnel should be properly trained to maintain toilets in a spic and span condition.
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Drinking water fountains

Contact Nepali producers of drinking water and ask them to contribute drinking water
fountains and drinking water for pilgrims and visitors in Lumbini. Preferably use a system that
does not require throw-away plastic cups.

Worship arcas

Call an international tender for the design of one or two worship areas. Select a master
piece of art that depicts the four or eight main stations in the life of the Buddha (cf. Sanchi
and Kopan monastery). Ensure protection of the worship area against sun and rain. Provide
possibly a wooden floor. Include in the worship area arrangements for offering candles,
incense sticks etc. and for the offering of robes, food, flowers etc. Include donation boxes.
One could place the art panel on blocks cut from a suitable stone. Place in areas where there
is no archaeology.

Areas for Dhamma-talks

Set aside some areas for Dhamma-talks, may be separating for Theravada and Mahayana.
The idea of constructing two or three amphitheatres in the Sacred Garden so far does not
find much approval.

Panels with verses of inspiration (niti)
Invite designs from different countries. Select the most inspiring design and verses,
construct such panels. Place in areas where there is no archaeology.

Pictorial panels

Have a Buddhist artist from Nepal or elsewhere design and make inspirational pictorial
panels depicting major events from the Buddha's life or teaching.

Garbage incinerator and garbage cans

Design and construct a garbage incinerator. Proper positioning is important. Be aware
of poisonous gases. Also, a more appealing design for garbage cans in the Lumbini Sacred
Garden would not hurt.

Candle offering house or area

Design and construct. Keep away from archaeology. For samples see Dharma Swami
Maharaja Buddha Vihara, Drubgyud Choeling, and Tara Foundation in Lumbini.

Pedestrian paths

Design and construct pedestrian paths in an uniform and systematic way. Ensure that
paths are slightly raised above ground and wide enough for two people to walk. Ensure that
there is at least one wide path for circumambulation. Place a path along the ponds.

Benches

Design and make benches that are weather resistant and durable, perhaps from granite.
Ensure shade by planting at least one tree next to each bench.
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Tree planting

Plant trees for shade in areas where there are no archaeological remains. One could
plant the 28 types of trees related to the Buddha's of the past. include some sale trees. Plant
trees on both side of the circular levee creating an alley. This will provide shade to future
generations. Follow the principle of 'One tree for every bench' and plant a tree next to each
bench.

Landscaping

Develop a plan for landscaping of the greater Lumbini Sacred Garden area. Flowers are
already being planted in the inner part of the Sacred Garden and trees could be planted in
the outer parts of greater Sacred Garden. Surround the meditation area with a hedge. Ensure
a balance between nature and human-made structures.

Reception Center

Design and construct a reception center that fulfils the following functions:

Selling tickets,

Provides information

Telecommunication

Internet access

Coffee shop

Auditorium or hall to show videos on Lumbini and other ancient Buddhist sites around
Lumbini

Drinking water

Lockers

Post office

Receipt of donations

Lighting system
Design a uniform and appealing lighting system for the Lumbini Sacred Garden and the

access roads to the Sacred Garden. Install proper lighting and emergency lighting for the
Marker Stone.

Prayer flags

Have the access road to the Sacred Garden decorated with Tibetan prayer flags and
sasana flags.

Removal of certain structures

Move LDT office building, security post, curio shops, and telecommunication tower to
more appropriate locations. -

Signboards

Develop uniform signboards for the Lumbini Sacred Garden and other areas which are
durable, weather-resistant, possibly made from granite, ceramic, marble, or other durable
material. )
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Small votive stupas

Consider placing small votive stupas in the outer parts of the greater Lumbini Sacred
Garden.

Prostrations
Encourage the Tibetan practice of prostrations by providing an area for it and make
wooden boards available.

Area for mass events

An area somewhere in Lumbini needs to be set aside and developed for mass events
such as the annual Monlam pujas and larger Buddhist conferences.

COMMON NEEDS OF PILGRIMS AND VISITORS

The Lumbini Sacred Garden attracts Buddhist and Hindu pilgrims from Nepal and abroad,
as well as educational and recreational visitors from within Nepal and from foreign countries.
As Lumbini Development Trust is engaged in developing a new vision for the Sacred Garden
the common needs of the pilgrims and visitors have to be identified and taken into account.
Based on information gathered from LDT-staff, monastics from various Buddhist monasteries
and institutions in Lumbini, and observation of actual practices the following most common
needs of pilgrims and visitors to the Lumbini Sacred Garden have been identified. This list
is far from being comprehensive and the needs mentioned are not evaluated in any way. In
brackets are mentioned the Buddhist traditions concerning to the respective needs. Some
of the needs identified clearly conflict with UNESCO-guidelines to protect the ancient ruins
in the Sacred Garden. After careful scrutiny it should be decided which needs ought to be
curtailed and which needs should be met by LDT. These will then have to be incorporated
into a greater vision and action plans for the Lumbini Sacred Garden.

BASIC NEEDS

e Clean toilets

e Drinking water

e Transportation
e Information about Sacred Garden, Buddhism and related topics, information about religious
programmes and festivals

Shade

Covered area for worship
Beauty of Sacred Garden
Cleanliness of Sacred Garden
Quietude

Purchase of souvenirs

Places to sit and rest on
Telecommunication

Internet access

Safekeeping of helmets, backpacks, and cameras
Coffee shop

Map of Sacred Garden

Post office

Disposal of garbage
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NEED FOR RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
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Chanting (all)

Drumming (Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese)

Prostrations (Tibetan)

Circumambulation (padakkhina) (Tibetan and others follow)

Worshipping Maya Devi

Worshipping Prince Siddhattha

Worshipping Buddha (all Buddhists)

Worshipping Bodhi tree (Burmese, Sri Lankan, That)

Listening to a Dhamma-talk (Dhammasavana)

Individual and group meditation

Taking dip in Pushkarni Pond during mela (local Hindus)

Buddhist novice initiation, bhikkhu ordination

Initiation of boys and girls (local Hindus)

Religious verses for inspiration (niti), e.g. five precepts, engraved on stone panels
Panels depicting important aspects of Buddha's life and teaching
Prayer flags (Tibetan)

Opening the Sacred Garden for religious activities during the full moon night

NEED TO OFFER

Perfume (Burmese, Taiwanese, Thai)

Water (Sri Lankan, Thai)

Splashing milk at Ashoka Pillar (Sri Lankan)

Throwing or pasting colored powder with or without oil (Nepali)
Throwing rice grains (Nepali)

Throwing coins (Indians, Nepali and others)

Placing flags on grille around Ashoka Pillar (Sri Lankan)

Katha (Tibetan)

Shaving off head hair and offering to Ashoka Pillar (Buddhists and Hindus alike)
Placing gold leaves on grille around Ashoka Pillar and on brick wall underneath Maya Devi
statue (Burmese, Thai, Tibetan)

Ornamental objects

Flowers

Herbal, ayurvedic medicine (Niroga) (Sri Lankan)
Food (bhuja, kathiya, fruits)

Robes and other requisites

Donations (all)

NEED TO COLLECT

[ LN ]

Pieces of sacred, ancient bricks ( Burmese, Thai, Tibetan)
Sacred soil from Sacred Garden

Sacred water from Pushkarni Pond

Bodhi leaves and seeds

Flowers

NEED TO BURN

Candles (all)
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e Incense sticks {all)

e Kapur (periumed camphor)
e Oil lamps

e Dhoop

NEED TO PROTECT

e Archaeological ruins
e Maya Devi Statue, Ashoka Pillar, Marker Stone, and other artifacts
e Flowers, trees

NEED TO CONTROL

Crowds

Indecent physical and verbal behavior
Indecent clothing

Begging monastics

Unauthorized Polaris

Throwing of garbage

Noise

Picnics

MISCELLANEOUS NEEDS

e Taking photos
e Shooting videos and movies

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Of course, apart from what has been mentioned above there are many other Buddhist
principles or teachings that could become relevant for the further development and utilization
of the Lumbini Sacred Garden.

The Lumbini Sacred Garden has the potential to grow into a place of pilgrimage par
excellence that arouses religious emotions and faith in the faithful and that inspires the
educational and recreational visitors . The Buddhist vision and the tentative action plan are
intending to focus the development of the Lumbini Sacred Garden in a new direction. Both
documents will have to be further fine-tuned in the future.

- Lumbini Institutions, Lumbini Garden, 21 April, 2006
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Annual Report of Internatlonal Buddhlst Society 2005

-Dr. N. K. MALLICK
Member-Secretary

Lumbini- a place in the south western Terai region of Nepal evokes a holy sentiment for
millions of Buddhists all over the world for Lumbini is the birth place of Lord Buddha (623BC)
the apostle of peace and the Light of Asia.

Lumbini, located on the foot hills of Churia mountain range is in the midst of a rich natural
setting. In contrast to the natural beauty of the place, the livelihood of the inhabitants of
Lumbini surrounding areas is very poor and miserable.

The inhabitants are of a diverse religious background, some are Muslims, the rest is
Hindu and there are and the Tharus, the indigenous people of the Terai. Despite all the efforts
being put into the development of the Lumbini Garden over the past 25 years, there has been
no change in the living condition of local people, who are mainly subsistence farmers, largely
illiterate and almost completely unaware of the Buddhist heritage and glorious history of their
region.

Therefore, in order to maintain the glory of Lumbini, the Buddha's teaching of loving
kindness and compassion, we must extend our help to the inhabitants of Lumbini’s surrounding
villages. In the future, these people will also play a role in the protection of the sacred Lumbini
area. Considering the situation of the greater Lumbini area, the International Buddhist Society
a non- profit making, non political, fully social service oriented organization was established
in August 1993 with registration in Rupandehi Administration Office. It is also affiliated to social
welfare Council, Katmandu.

With the full support of local community, it has been working in the field of health and
sanitation, woman empowerment, providing free medical treatment to the poor, it started
preventive health activities in the villages and established a sustainable health service system
in the community and irrigation program. The society has been working in the rural areas of
Lumbini periphery.

Initially the society focused its effort in health care activities with the establishment of a
free clinic on September 18, 1993. With the financial assistance of the French organization,
Exchange Himalayan from 1996, Community Health Activities were started in the neighboring
Village Development Committees.

It has covered 6 VDC namely: - 1) Ekla, 2) Madhubani, 3) Khudabagar, 4) Bhagwanpur,
5) Tenuhawa,

6) Lumbini Adarsh.

Daniel Monconduit, President of Exchange Himalayan visited the society. He saw many
people in the clinic. He found mostly patients were water-borne diseased.

He observed the survey of 10 houses in Padariya village and found 1 out 10 houses
were not immunized. He decided to create awareness program through IBS.
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In the beginning, Community Health Program was started in 6 villages of 6 VDC. He
made health survey through the program and found the following result.

1. Amoebiasis 38%

2. Leucorrhoea 20%

3. Water borne disease 40%

He examined the analyzed data and decided to launch water supply and sanitation
program. After one year he made survey once again. He found the following result:-

1. Amoebiasis 15%

2. Leucorrhoea 5%

3. Water borne disease 13%

Then he extended the program in 11 villages of 6 VDC. He made health survey found
the following result

1. Amoebiasis 42.5%

2. Leucorrhoea 27%

3. Water borne disease 30%

He examined the analysis data and decided to start water supply and sanitation program
after one year he made health survey once again. He found the following result:-

1. Amoebiasis 20%

2. Leucorrhoea 10%

3. Water borne disease 17%

After evaluating the resuit of 17 villages the President of Exchange Himalayan, Daniel
Monconduit was very much satisfied with this program. This time Daniel Monconduit decided
to include to all the reserving villages of six VDCs or all the villages in 2003.

The surrounding 6 VDCs of Lumbini are Madhubani, Tenuhawa, Khudabagar, Ekla,
Lumbini Adarsa and Bhagawanpur have been taken for the Community Health Program
Project. The survey has been done in these 6 VDCs. The total population is 48,833. Since
1996, this project has been started in 6 villages of 6 VDCs for safe drinking water, drainage
and awareness program. Since 2003, the project has been widened to 64 villages in 6 VDCs.
Exchange Himalayan, Tahiti, France has sponsored the project.

Exchange Himalayan Tahiti, France donated an Ambulance for emergency cases in
2004.

MADHUBANI

Madhubani VDC belongs in Rupandehi District of Lumbini Zone near the birth Place
of Lord Buddha. This VDC is situated at the north of Bhagwanpur VDC, South of Khudabagar
VDC East of Birth place of Lord Buddha and West of Sakraun Pakadi. There are Two Sectors
in Madhubani VDC.

1) Mahilawar
2) Buddhnipur
Mahilwar Sector
This sector covers the following villages
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1) Piparpatiya

2) Madhubani

3) Wajirgan;j

4) Budhanipur

5) Mahilwar

6) Piparpatiya chaukidihawa

There are 6 new villages and 2 old villages taken with the following objectives.
a) Provide preventive Health Activities.
b) Sustainable Health Service System in the community.

The total population in this VDC 6577 in which male were 3582, females 2995.

The economic condition of this VDC depends upon agriculture more than 90% and rests
of them are in business, Labor work and others. People cultivate only two types of crops
wheat and paddy in two seasons. So their main income source is from Agriculture. In this
VDC people suffers from water borne disease is become except old village in new villages
Maximum water borne disease came in our clinic.

The living standard of this community is very poor. There is a mixed community.

a) Yadav 30%.

b) Harijan 15%.

c) Muslim 15%

The people depend upon Traditional belief, many ladies deliver the baby at home, in
other disease, they go for traditional treatment because 70% of community is illiterate. Due
to our motivation slowly and slowly their attitudes are being changed.

Peoples have no balance diet for their health due to Economic condition. And about
irrigation, there is a big problem to cultivate the crops. They depend upon rain and few of
them use irrigation for their crops.

In this VDC 95% of the people have no toilet. They go out side in the fields for toilet
because their Traditional behavior and illiteracy.

TENUHAWA VDC

Tenuhawa VDC belongs to Rupandehi District of Lumbini Zone near the Lumbini Garden.
This VDC is situated north of Lumbini Aadarsh, south of Ekla, west of Khudabagar, east of
Kothi river .The population of Tenuhawa is 9842. It lies near the birthplace of Lord Buddha
.Before starting the Community Health Program a survey was held, it was found many people
were suffering from abdominal pain, diarrhea. But Mohsad sector also suffer from epidemic
water borne disease (vomiting, diarrhea).

The economic condition of this VDC is dependant upon agriculture. More than 90%,
people are engaged in agriculture and rests of them are in business, labor work and others.
People cultivate only two types of crops, wheat and paddy in two seasons. So their main
income source is from agriculture. In this VDC people suffer from water borne disease because
except old village maximum people suffering from water borne disease came to our clinic.
People have faith in traditional treatment system; many ladies deliver the baby at home. They
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go for traditional treatment because 75% of community is suffering from diarrhea, and water
borne diseases. In this VDC people suffer from water borne diseases except some villagers.
This is very big VDC. Due to the faith upon traditional belief many people of the community
are illiterate. After motivation, their attitude is slowly changed.

The living standard of this community is very poor. In this VDC, there is a mixed community
including the people of various castes Muslim, Kurmi, Yadav, Harijan etc.

In this village there is lack of electricity also .There is no balance diet for their health due
to economic condition and irrigation is a great problem to cultivate the crops. They depend
upon rain and few of them use pump set to irrigate their crops.

In this VDC 95% of the people have not toilet. They go outside in the fields for toilet
because their behavior is traditional. So Exchange Himalayan has given the service of
emergency & free medical treatment service & motivation .Also in future they will get some
financial support for curing the water borne disease, sanitation & facilities of toilet.

KHUDABAGAR

Khudabagar VDC belongs to Rupandehi District near the Madhubani VDC, situated at
the north of Madhubani, south of Dhamauli, east of Karmahawa and west of Tenuhawa.

There are 3 sectors in Khudabagar:

1. Ramawapur

2. Pipra Mahijidiya

3. Sonbarsa.

Ramwapur covers Ramwapur, Sonbarsi and Lakrigadh.
Pipra Mahjidiya covers Pipra and Mahjidiya.
Sonbarsa covers Sonbarsa, Bichwapur and Chainpur.

There are 5 new villages and 3 old villages, where we initiated our program in 1996.

The total population in this VDC is 6795, male 3697, female 3098.

The whole VDC was suffering from different diseases before starting the community
health program such as diarrhea, gastritis, skin and stomach trouble. but after they got relief
from stomach trouble Due to lack of education people were habituated to taking wine that
decreased health, as well as money, but our program minimized it and now the percentage
of drinking are very few.

The economic condition of this VDC depends upon agriculture. More than 90% people
are engaged in agriculture and the rest of them are in business, labour work and others.
People cultivate only 2 crops wheat and paddy in two seasons. Their main income source
is from agriculture. In this VDC people suffer from water borne diseases except in the 3 old
villages. Main water borne diseases came to our clinic for check up.

The living standard of this community is very poor. Mixed community including the people
of various casts is living here, such as Tharu, Brahmin, Yadav, Gupta, Muslim, Kurmi, Harijan

etc.
@_

Kurmi, Yadav, Gupta 50%
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Musiim 27%
Tharu 10%

-

People believe in traditional belief. Many women deliver their babies at home. For other
diseases they go for traditional treatment because 80% of communities are illiterate. Due to
our motivation their attitudes are changing slowly.

In this VDC, there is no electricity. There is no balance diet due to poor economic
condition. They have problem of irrigation for their cultivation. They depend upon rain and
few people use pump set in river and ponds to do irrigation for their crops.

In this VDC 90% of people have no toilets. They go outside in the fields. That is their
behavior. But we are motivating them for cleanliness. So they say they are poor. From
Community Health Program we are providing them free medical treatment and motivation.
In the future, we are planning for safe drinking water, sanitation and toilet facilities.

EKLA VDC

Ekla VDC belongs to Rupandehi District of LUMBINI Zone near the sacred garden of
LUMBINI Development trust. This VDC is situated in south of Bishnupura VDC, north of
Tenuhawa VDC, west of Khudabagar VDC & Dhamauli VDC, east of Masina VDC. It lies near
the Periphery of LUMBINI Development Trust.

In this VDC, survey was held before starting Community Health Program and it was
found that some children, old male, female have been died due to cholera and diarrhea.

According to the villagers once DPHO observed it and reported that the main cause of
disease was POLLUTED WATER. Hence persons told that people got sick due to scarcity
of pure drinking water . But no body cared about this.

The women of this village are very traditional .They are not used to go out of their home.
They were surrounded by their homely atmosphere but now they came out with their babies
for vaccination. We see now vaccination % is satisfactory.Now they have awareness for their
family health, food education etc.

They have started to use waste water of taps.

They grow vegetables in their kitchen garden and irrigate crops by waste water pumps.
Seeing such intention of vegetables culture, we have promised to provide them good quality
seeds. No proper education facility is available. Their boys do not get chance to be literate.

The living standard of this community is very poor .In this VDC there are 80% & 20%
of Hindu & Muslim communily respectively. According to our survey many peoples now
suffering from amoebiasis & leucorrhoea due to lack of safe drinking water, good sanitation
& toilet.

BHAGWANPUR

Bhagwanpur VDC also belongs to Rupandehi District near the Lumbini sacred Garden.
This VDC is situated north of Lumbini near the Indian Border. West of Lumbini Adarsh, %Jth
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of Madhubani.

It has 11 villages 7 new and 4 old villages are in the project.

The total population of this VDC is 5736, male 3828, female 1908.

The villages are rural and backward. There is a river called Danav in this VDC near the
village Lamtihawa and Bharthapur. We have to cross the river to visit these two villages. In
the rainy season, it is difficult to go to the villages because of the bad road condition. There
are also two small rivers between Kewtaliya and Nandnagar sector. These are flood area,
so the villagers face many difficulties. The main income is agriculture; mostly people are water
borne diseased.

it has no telephone, no electricity, so no quick communication can be done by them.

LUMBINI ADARSH

Lumbini Adarsh VDC is named because the Buddha was born here in this VDC. It is
situated south of Tenuhawa, west of Madhubani, east of Kothi river of Kapilvastu.

Almost all VDCs are flood area but when we had survey of this VDC, we found many
people died with cholera, diarrhea and stomach trouble. The main reason is contaminated
water. They do not have pure water system in the VDC. After the motivation, they are aware
of the need for asking for help. In the beginning none of the villagers meet the strangers. But
now they meet the people and it is easy to communicate. They do not like to take the
vaccination, but after training Muslim clergy, and motivating vaccination rate is satisfactory.
It has people of various casts: - Harijan, Yadav, Muslim, Brahmin etc.

In the survey, it is shown that many people are suffering from amoebiasis and Leucorrhoea,
the reason is lack of safe drinking water, sanitation and toilet.

Free Health Service Centre

IBS free health service centre opens for local poor people daily from 8am to 5pm. The
average number of daily patient is 150-200. They come for check up and medicines are given
free of cost. Even the pilgrims from foreign countries and Nepal are also getting this facility.
IBS charges Re 10 for the new registration and Re 5 for old patients. Since the beginning,
3,41,869 patients have been checked up to now. 21,138 acupuncture patients have been
benefited from this clinic. In 2004 we have treated 39637 patients.

This health centre has treated the patient of dysentery, abnormal pain, gastritis,
Leucorrhoea, diarrhea and different diseases as well as the patients suffering from paralysis,
sciatica, joint pains and polio are treated by the acupuncture method. One Doctor, one Health
Assistant, one Dispenser and a helper are available in the clinic. The Laboratory has been
gifted by the IBS staffs and functioning daily.

Health Co-ordinator: Dr. Narendra Kumar Mallick

Health Assistant: Rajesh Yadav

Dispenser: Janga Bahadur Baniya

Motivators: Chandra Kala Gupta, Manorama Tripathy, Bindu Pokhrel,
Rajesh Baniya, Sanju Thakur, Urmila Yadav

@—_
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2051 8600 9400 5800 23800
2052 9000 7500 7100 23600
2053 7950 8600 8650 25200
2054 10100 9700 6900 26700
2055 8900 8650 6200 23750
2056 7800 9600 8300 25700
2057 8100 8400 6200 22700
2058 6400 10400 6900 23700
2059 11400 12600 8300 32300
2060 14200 15700 12500 42400
2061 18700 16439 5965 41104
2062 17123 18268 7025 42416
Total 134923 145007 96240 376170

Above mentioned patients are registered in the registered book.

Other Activities Of IBS
1) Ambulance 24 hrs Service is launched since October 27th, 2004 (donated by Exchange
Himalayan, Tahiti, France).

2) Scholarship Program:-

Most of the girls are not sent to school in the area. IBS started to give the 10 scholarships
to the Buddha Adarsha High School with the help of Doris Girls Foundation. Since 2001
Anicca Foundation is sponsoring Scholarship for 34 poor and bright girls from the project
area.

3) Bhikkhu Training Program:-

IBS had organized an ordination ceremony on the Buddha Jayanti to ordain 10 boys
from the different community. After 1 year training, 18 Samaneras were sent to Sri Lanka for
further studies.

4) Social activities:-

IBS has formed health sectors in the villages to make the rural people aware of health
education. The villages' women were not aware of the vaccination. The Muslims never allow
their children and women to take vaccination. So IBS organized a training program for Moulavis
(Muslim clergy). Now they are training the villagers on the importance of vaccination. And
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people are interested to have vaccination.

IBS has been publishing annual cultural heritage magazine “Lumbini” since last 12 years
on the occasion of Buddha jayanti. IBS has also published supplementary magazines on the
occasion of Lumbini festival in December. NFUAJ, Japan is supporting this work with kind
contribution since 2003.

Visit and activities

Many foreign and Nepalese people have visited IBS. Especially, the library is used by
the foreign visitors and local people. Many foreign and local pilgrims visit the clinic and also
they donate the medicine.

In 3 VDC of Kapilvastu District, free health check up service was provided to the children
and pregnant ladies and medicines were distributed free once a month under one spoonful
program supported by NFUAJ. Nutritious food for mal-nutritious children and vitamin/iron
tablets for the pregnant women and other medicines were provided. IBS organizes health
camps also in some other places, where there is need.

Iinter action program with the GOS and NGOs have been conducted every 6 months.
Polio and measles eradication program has been conducted in coordination with UNICEF.

Emergency services have been provided in Tenuhawa VDC to control the epidemic of
diarrhea and measles.

Medicines contributed from different NGOs and Monasteries:

1. Himalayan Exchange, France.

2. Royal Thai Monastery, Lumbini.

3. Lumbini CLC Project, Lumbini.

4. Maha Mahinda International Dharmaduta Society, Kapilavastu.

We wish you all the best on the occasion of

2550 Buddha Jayanti

From

R g Nhuchhe Narayan Manandhar,
Dwarlka Narayan Manandhar and Kamal Narayan Manandhar

Siddhartha Vanasthali, Balaju, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: 4353555, Pager: 96110471
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Implementation and Achievements of R&K Project
(2002-2006)

1. Introduction

Realizing the fact that the people of Rupendehi and Kapilvastu are living in an abject
poverty, illiteracy and deprivation, National Resource Centre for Non Formal Education (NRC-
NFE) designed and implemented "Literacy and Non Formal Education Project in Rupendehi
and Kapilvastu District (R&K Project)" since April 2002 to help the people in those areas
through the effective literacy and non-formal education programs through establishment of
Community Learning Centers (CLCs). The Project basically aims to provide the literacy and
continuing education to the illiterate children, youth and aduits combined with income generating
programs especially for girls and women in Rupendehi and Kapilvastu districts in Madhubani,
Khudabagar & Tenuhawa VDC of Rupendehi district and Fulika, Patariya & Rajpur VDC of
Kapilvastu district.

In order to implement the project, a General Agreement between NFUAJ and World
Terakoya Movement, Terakoya Committee of Nepal (WTM/TCN) was made. There was an
Implementation Agreement between National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan
(NFUAJ) and NRC-NFE for the implementation of the project. The NRC-NFE has been
implementing the project activities since April, 2002 in the targeted VDCs in cooperation with
International Buddhist Society (IBS), Lumbini.

2. Major activities and achievements of the project

No. of learners in the adult literacy & OSP classes

(2002-2006)

3000

2500
&

2000
o g W Female
& 1500
2 889
5 10 B Male

. 1080
2 500 687
0 v " .
Adult literacy Post Literacy oSP 1 OSPIl
(101 classes) (58 classes) (94 classes) (62 classes)

Literacy programs
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2.1. Preparation of CLC Plans

Each CLC has its own CLC plan. Workshops were organized in each CLC in order to
prepare one-year action plan and three-year micro plans by each CLC. During the workshops,
the participants studied the village profiles and identified the problems and needs of the
community. They analyzed and prioritized the community problems and needs and based on
the problems, they prepared their plans and action plan.

2.2. Construction of CLC buildings and utilization

Under the project, six CLC buildings have been constructed with the active involvement
of community people one in each VDC. For the CLC buildings, four out of six CLCs received
land from the respective VDCs free of cost and two CLCs (Patariya CLC and Rajpur CLC)
received donation of land from the local philanthropic people. For the construction of the
buildings, the local people had contributed about 10% of the cost in the form of local labor
during foundation laying, roof casting, making fences of CLC building etc.

The CLC building is being utilized as a resource room (library) with full of different
teaching and learning materials, training manuals and other resource materials. User groups
like bee keeping group, vegetable group, literacy, OSP and post literacy learners, local teachers
and other community people were using the resource materials. The building was also used
for community meetings, literacy classes, different training programs, health camps cultural
programs, local family rituals etc.

2.3. Organization of Literacy, Post Literacy and OSP Classes

One of the main objectives of the project was to provide functional literacy to the illiterate
adults and out of school children. During 4 years period, a total of 101 adult literacy classes,
58 post literacy classes, 94 OSP | classes and 62 OSP Il classes were conducted and the
total learners benefited by the classes were 3987 adults with 3602 females and 4185 children
with 2418 girls.

It could be seen that female participation is higher than that of males in all the literacy
and OSP classes. About 90% of the adult literacy and post literacy learners were females
while more than 55% of OSP learners were girls.

2.4. Functional/ Vocational activities

In order to help the local community people to improve their skills to raise the income,
the CLCs organized various functional groups. The functional groups have also set up saving
and credit groups to save, accumulate capital and provide loan for starting income generating
projects by the villagers. The CLCs have also set up a Revolving Fund to help the groups for
their income generating activities. The groups were provided skill trainings on different functional
areas to enable them to start income-generating programs.

There have been 61 groups formed in 6 CLCs with total of 1041 members including 523
females and involved in various income generating activities such as vegetable farming, bee
keeping, banana farming, fish farming, goat rearing, poultry farming, buffalo rearing etc.

Among 61 groups, 33 groups are operating saving & credit scheme. They are periodically
and regularly saving in the groups and mobilizing the savings in the group activities.

Downloaded from http://www. dhamma digital @ -



(9\\ Lumbini Buddha Jayanti
e/

2.5. Skill development training programs for functional groups

A series of training programs for the group members in various functional areas especially
vegetable farming, bee keeping, banana farming, fish farming etc. were organized. Participation
of 2462 group members was found in different training programs under the project.

2.6. Integrating Vocational Knowledge and Literacy Competency

The literacy class integrating with vocational area-vegetable farming was started as an
experimental program in Laxmipur village of Madhubani since 12 February 2005 (Falgun 1,
2061). The class was conducted for 21 illiterate members of the Laxmipur Vegetable Farming
Group. The class was found to be very much effective and fruitful for the learners. They could
gain literacy skills along with the basic technical knowledge on vegetable farming. Based on
the resulit of the experimental class, 6 more classes were conducted in the year 2006 one
in each of the CLCs. The target group of the classes is the illiterate members of the vegetable
farming groups. A total of 130 learners including 44 females are participating in the classes.

2.7. Health Programs

The Project started the Health Camps as a Co-Action Program of R&K Project under
the "One Spoonful Program” of NFUAJ in all CLCs once a month. Before the Health Camps
the villagers especially pregnant women and new mothers were given health education on
methods of taking care of themselves and of the babies. They were also given some nutritious
food items, vitamins and other medicines. During the years 2003-04 and 2004-05, 17 camps
were organized in each CLC and a total of 23536 patients including 733 pregnant women
were treated.

The numbers of the beneficiaries of the health camps in 6 CLCs are given below:

< iy 2003/04 2004/05

N. Total |Children |TeINaNt  Tota| - |children |Te3NaNt other | Total
1 [ Madhubani | 1948 | 1908 40| 2424 1610 30 | 784 | 4372
2 | Khudabagar | 1747 1739 8| 2314 1606 21| 687 | 4061
3 | Tenuhawa 1779 | 1744 35| 2042 1264 46 | 732 | 3821
4 | Fulika 22098 | 2155 | 143| 2054] 1074 125 855 | 4352
5 | Patariya 1813 | 1745 68| 2439| 1157 88 | 1194 | 4252
6 | Rajpur 1439 [ 1402 37| 1239| 633 92 | 514 | 2678
Total— & | 11024 | 10693 | 331| 12512 7344| 402 | 4766 |23536

Generally, camp is organized in CLC building. The health camps provide general treatment
services to the community people. The patients who needed further treatments were referred
to IBS free clinic or in district health clinics.

2.8. Scholarship Distribution Program

In order to encourage the poor, landless, handicapped, untouchables (dalits) and orphans
to enroll in OSP classes and formal education classes, there was a provision of scholarships.
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Scholarship fund was established in CLC with the fund donated by WTM supporters from
Japan, and-Mr. T.M.Sakya, Chairperson of WTM/TCN. 20 children were provided scholarships
in the year 2004 and 42 children were provided scholarships in the year 2005.

2.9. Awareness Raising & Community Development Activities

Different kinds of awareness building programs were organized in all the CLCs to motivate
the community people and to increase their participation in the literacy classes, development
works and functional group activities. Women were encouraged to participate in the activities.
Awareness program among women through Teej Song Competition, Celebration of International
Literacy Day, cleanliness campaigns, rallies on reproductive health etc. were organized in
CLCs. Each CLC organized different community development activities to generate the
learners as well as community people's interest in development works like an awareness
raising program, celebration of International Literacy Day, National Education Day, Polio
moping day, cultural program, tree plantation, installation of hand pumps, renovation of road
etc. So far, 15 hand pumps including 6 pumps one in each of the CLCs have been installed

“in different areas of the 6 VDCs for safe drinking water. More than 3500 villagers are getting
benefit from those pumps.

3. Sustainability of CLCs

Regarding the sustainability of CLCs, it was found that the CLC committee members
were confident to some extent to sustain CLC and its activities. They still need some guidance
for a couple of years to make fully sustain their CLCs. The fourth year of the project was
especially designed to sustain the CLC and its activities. Coordination and network of the
CLC, community participation, resource generation and capacity building were the major
areas to be considered for sustainability of the CLC.

3.1. Coordination and Networking

In order to carry out the CLC activities, coordination and network with different agencies
have been established. In order to establish coordination and networking, CLCs have prepared
the resource map of the community and the district. Based on the map, they have identified
the possible line agencies whose working areas were similar to the objectives of CLC. Different
coordination meetings were conducted at district level and local community level. There were
various modes of coordination. Some programs were organized in partnership basis, and
some agencies provided material support, technical support and human resources for different
training programs.

3.2. Community Participation

Community Participation is another factor, which could affect the sustainability of CLC.
The project is able to generate the favorable participation of community people in CLC
activities. Some of the examples of the community participation are:
e In Rajpur and Patariya, private land was donated for CLC building;
e The community people were involved in base line survey, needs identification, designing
of CLC activities, development of local curriculum and materials development.
e Participation in awareness raising activities such as Teej song competition, literacy day
celebration, AIDS day celebration etc. organized by different groups and CLC.
e Community people participated actively in preparation of micro plans
e Provision of life and general membership
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3.3. Local Resource Mobilization

The CLCs have been able to mobilize local resources for the literacy, OSP and post
literacy programs. CLCs were found mobilizing human, financial and physical resources to
carry out various activities. Some of the examples of resource mobilizations of the CLC are
as given below:

e In the building construction as well as in hand pumps installation, the community people
contributed labor force

e All the literacy classes have been organized in local community people's houses free of
cost

o In Rajpur CLC, some OSP classes have been conducting in Madarasas

e DEO has provided primers for the classes.

e Technical experts from local organizations such as JTAs from district agricultural office,
IDE, Nepal-SIMI, Red Cross etc. are providing services in vegetable farming, health

activities etc.

e School buildings and school compounds have been utilized for different mass meetings
and awareness building activities of CLC. School teachers also provided their services
to carry out different awareness raising campaigns.

3.4. Capability of CLC Personnel

In order to establish coordination and networking with different agencies, generate
community participation and mobilize local resources, the CLCMC should have adequate
capabilities. Without the adequate capabilities of CLCMC, it will be very hard for them to
sustain the CLC and its activities. So, from the very beginning of the project, the project has
tried to build their capabilities. In the beginning of the project implementation, the capacity
of the community people was very limited. It was very hard for them to coordinate with different
agencies and manage the CLC activities. During the project implementation, through various
training and workshops, the capacity of the community people has been increased in various
aspects. Almost all the CLCs, now, can develop their own activities and smoothly implement
them. They are also found effectively coordinating with different agencies to carry out their
activities. The CLCs also developed their capacity on proposal writing and report writing.
They have submitted proposals to different organizations to carry out different activities through
CLC.

4. Conclusion

His Majesty's Government of Nepal has affirmed CLCs as a viable institution for addressing
community deveiopment and promoting non-formal education and life long learning. Additionally,
CLCs were referred to as an effective community based education delivery mechanism in the
EFA National Plan of Action and the Core Document for EFA 2004-2009 for the fulfillment of
the EFA Goals. The Government has also made a commitment to establish 205 CLCs within
the tenth Five-Year Plan period. The Project has been able to set an example how the
Community Learning Centers (CLCs) set up and managed by the local people could make
the community educated, empowered, raise income level and quality of life (health, environment
and socials security). Most of the CLC Management Committees have been very active to
raise the local funds and fund from national & international donors. Different agencies and
CLC members from different parts of country is visiting the project areas and CLCs to get
education on establishment, management ‘and operation of CLC and its activities.
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We Extend Our Happy Wishes
On the Occasion of

Buddha's Birth, Enlightenment
an
Mahaparinirvana

BAJRACHARYA ABHUSHAN KENDRA

Amar Path, Butwal, Ward No.-7
Tel: 540205, 542355
Mobile: 9857020092

We extend our heartfelt greeting to
Bhikkhu Maitri and the Family of
International Buddhist Society

On the occasion of Buddha Jayanti

Bekha Ratna Shakya
Silver & Gold Specialist

All kinds of Tibetan Ritual goods & statues

Address: 16 Lalitpur, 285, Nakabahil, Tadhanchukka.
Tel: 5533224, 5523774, Email: shakyabs@htp.com.np
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A Brief Sketch on Bhikkhu Bimalananda Mahathera

Name: Bhikkhu Bimalananda Mahathera
Former Name: Matina Kaji Shakya

Parents Name: Motikaji Shakya and Chandra maya Shakya

Place of Birth: Palpa Tansen
Date of Birth: 5th, June 1928

Education: Matriculation, Sri Lanka (1945)

Place of Ordination: Vajiraramaya, Bambalapitiya, Sri Lanka

High Ordination: 13th, November 1951 in Ananda Kuti Vihar, Kathmandu
Teacher: Bhikkhu P. Vajiragnana Mahanayeke Mahathera, Sri Lanka
Upajjhaya: Bhikkhu Kovida Mahathera, Myanmar

Founder: Mahabodhi Vihar, Palpa Tansen
and Shakyamuni Vihar, Lumbini

Spiritual Advisor: Lumbini Dharmodaya Committee

Former Vice Chairman: Lumbini Development Trust

Honorary Title: Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika Dhaja, Myanmar Govt. 2004
Nepala Dhamma rakkhita Mahanayeke, Sri Lanka, 2005
Prabala Gorkha Dakkhina Bahu 2005, Nepal

Countries Visited: India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Japan and Singapore

Permanent Address: |umbini Buddha Vihar,
Lumbini Sacred Garden,
Lumbini, Dist. Rupandehi
Nepal.
Tel: 580172
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Warm Wishes from

Suresh Ratna Shakya

International Sound Service

6/39, New Road, Pako, Pipal Bot, Kathmandu.
Tel: 4222767, 4263645 Fax: 4230515

Email: iss@col.com.np

Remember us for;

The best "Sound System" in the Kingdom for Concert, Drama, Disco, Conference
etc. and also available LCD and Multi-media Video Projector.

We extend our greetings
to our Readers, Well-wishers and the Devotees
on the occasion of
Buddha's Birth, Enlightenment and Mahaparinibbana
Buddha Jayanthi.

International Buddhist Society,
Buddhanagar, Lumbini, Nepal.

Tel:00977-71-580133, 580274
Fax: 977-71-580124
E-mail: maitribs@yahoo.com
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Warm Wishes from
Suresh Ratna Shakya
International Sound Service
6/39, New Road, Pako, Pipal Bot, Kathmandu.
Tel: 4222767, 4263645 Fax: 4230515
Email: 1ss@col.com.np

| Remember usfor- —
The best "Sound System" in the Kingdom for

Concert, Drama, Disco, Conference etc. and also
available LCD and Multi-media Video Projector. |
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Publisher's Note

The texts for the present issue of Lumbini magazine (Year 12, Vol.15) were written and
collected at a time of much political turmoil in Nepal. Yet, it is a great inspiration to see that
the’ Buddha s teachings of peace are alive and mostly being practiced in Lumbini. Hence,
Lumbini- has become an Island of Peace in a country plagued by violence.

So far many artidles and brochures have been published about Lumbini. Among them
the article writter).by. Basanta Bidari is very comprehensive covering and mentioning textual
references, archaeology, and pilgrimage to Lumbini over the centuries, monuments and
modern developments. This article is a good mtroductlon to Lumbini of the past, present, and
future.

The Lumbini magazine thatis now in its 12th year has greatly contributed to the spreading
of the Buddha's teachings of Peace in Lumbini and beyond. In this Buddha Jayanthi issue,
Sunao Miyabara, a former member of the UN Lumbini Development Committee, gives a
concise review of Lumbini's past history and present development and then goes on to give
recommendations for the completion of the Master Plan. As a matter of fact, Sunao Miyabara
and others' proposal to reactivate the UN Lumbini Development Committee prompted some
action. During the General Assembly of the United Nations in early Sepember 2005 the
member states of UN LDC had a first meeting after many years of inactivity during which the
current status of Lumbini was discussed. It was agreed that the next UN LDC meeting will
be held in Lumbini, though no specific date has been fixed yet.

Though Prof. Kenzo Tange's Master Plan as a whole is very detailed yet it does not give
too many specifications regarding the Lumbini Sacred Garden.

At present, LDT in cooperation with UNESCO & Lumbini Institutions is working on a
vision for the further development of the Lumbini Sacred Garden. On behalf of Lumbini
Institutions, Ven. Vivekananda with much input from almost all monasteries and institutions
has compiled a list of common needs of pilgrims and visitors. Based on Buddhist principles
a tentative action plan for the development of Lumbini Sacred Garden has been developed.
Itis hoped that this action plan will be implemented as much as possible for the welfare and
happiness of all pilgrims and visitors.

Every issue of the Lumbini magazine contains a biography of a monk. This issue portrays
Ven. Vimalananda Mahathera, who stayed more than 30 years in Lumbini. Recently, he
celebrated his Bura Junko (77 yrs, 7 months 7 dys etc.) We wish him good health and a long
life.

IBS recently celebrated its 12th annual meeting, according to the record more than 9,
00,000 patients have benfitted from IBS free clinic. '

Our special thanks go to National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan for the
financial support in publishing Lumbini magazine since 2003. We really appreciate their kind
support and we hope that this co-operation will continue in the future for the benefit of our
readers.
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New built CommUnity Learning Centre, Tenuhawa under World Terakoya Movement Program.
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"....5Ince wars begin In the minds of men., It is in the minds of men
that the defenses of peace be constructed.” (Preamble of UNESCO Constitution)

Did you know that there is a worldwide NGO
network that was born 59 years ago in Japan ?

The first non-governmental UNESCO movement was started in Japan in 1947, after world war II,
by citizens who believed in the ideas outlined in the UNESCO constilution.

Now, the movement has grown to about 5000 UNESCO clubs in move than 120 nations
throughout the world.

S Think of small things that each one of us can do for world peace... JER" AT ]

i

S1Liv  National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan
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