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Bhante Gyanapurnika cherished memory of
the most venerable monk of Nepal

Bhante Gyanapurnika, the most respected

Seven Sanghanayaka Bhikkhu in Nepal of
today passed away on Friday July3, 2020 (Dilla
12, NS 1140) leaving his cherished memories
with his followers both in Nepal and abroad.
Bhante Gyanapurnika became the Sanghanayaka of
Nepal, the most prominent official rank among the
Theravada Buddhist monks in Nepal succeeding
Bhante Assaghosa, the 6™Sanghanayaka who
passed away in April last year. He was conferred this
eminent position of Sanghanayaka in May last year
(2019). The position is equal to the Mahanayaka

Dr. Suwarn Vajracharya*

monk of Sri Lanka, Sangharaja of Thailand in
Buddhist faith, and Archbishop of Canterbury
in Christianity. He was the 7" monk conferred
such a highest rank in the history of Theravada
tradition in Nepal though the country has a longer
history of Buddhism over the past 2.5 millennia.
Bhante Gyanapurnika was the most senior monk
not by age but by the period of his practice as a
Buddhist monk after his entry into the life of
celibacy. He was the most respected monk by
both his peer monks and nuns, and the Buddhist
laity. He was a multilingual orator, who preached
Buddhism in several languages. He was well
respected not only by Nepal Bhasa and Khas Bhasa
speaking followers in Nepal but also by his foreign
followers outside Nepal. He periodically visited
to Malaysia and Singapore to conduct meditation
and to teach Buddhism. It was a great honor to
have accompanied him to several such programs,
which leave with me his cherished memory. He
was a revered preacher and a self-disciplined
practitioner of Buddha’s teachings and meditation.
He guided his followers and contributed towards
the progress of people’s way of life for the past
six decades. I have not met anyone of his peers,
who could preach the Buddhadhamma in English
so fluently. He was the sole Nepalese Buddhist
monk so popular in Malaysia and Singapore.
But I later realized that he was better known
as a writer. He has published several works on
Buddhist philosophy as taught by the Buddha.
But today, His Eminent Bhante Gyanapurnika
is no more among us. He leaves his cherished
memories with his followers at home and abroad.
Born to a Sakya family in Taksar, PalpaTansen,
southern plain of Nepal near Lumbini in

% Dr. Vajracharyachairs Nepal Study Center Japan, a center for Japan—Nepal studies. He received his Ph.D. in International
Public Policy at the University of Tsukuba, Japan. He has conducted several research papers on language politics and
state policies in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Singapore for the past four decades. As a trained teacher in TESOL,
he has taught English at several universities in Japan for the past thirty years. As a translator and interpreter, he has
translated several policy related documents into English. He periodically writes on language, culture and policy to

newspapers in Nepal and Japan.

— ¥ e

BN MID; g UL, I Uow, av-3s; 3:g-¥ —



1939,he was named Hiralal. He left home to
become a Buddhist monk at an early age.Bhante
Gyanapurnika received his higher education on
Buddhism and its philosophy in Burma now
Myanmar. He was the first author who penned
down the first work on the relations between Nepal
and Burma in 1971 as he began to write books on
Buddhism no sooner he returned to Nepal from
Burma in 1969. His first contribution to Buddhist
literature began with Payasi Sutta, a discourse
that describes the teachings of the Buddha on
Karma, rebirth, and proper giving to worthy ones
such as monks. Since this work published in
1969, he has so far published 42 books, half them
were rendered from Pali Bhasa to Nepal Bhasa.
Bhante Gyanapurnika was also the first monk
to have received“Shrestha Award” for his
contribution to Nepal Bhasa literature. He was
conferred the award for his translation of “Beloved
Daughter” from Burmese to Nepal Bhasa in 1970.
The award-winning work related a story of a young
Nepalese nun who took refuge in the Buddha’s
teaching under a prominent Buddhist monk in then
Burma. The nun is no one but the most respected
nun — Bhikkhuni Dhammavati, who practices and
teaches Buddhism at DharmakeertiVihara, Naghal,
Kathmandu today. Bhante Gyanapurnika’s writeup
of her life story attracted an unprecedented mass
of housewives, to learning the Buddha’s teachings
in Nepal since then. His collaboration with the
Bhikkhuni Dhammavati “Guruman” — mother
teacher, a respected term for Bhikkhunis in Nepal,
a well facilitated meditation center at Sankhamula
area in Kathmandu. The center today attracts
hundreds of seekers of peace in the teachings of
the Buddha for meditation at this center.

BhanteGyanapurnika has received many
honorary awards and degrees for his contribution
to the promotion of peace taught by the Buddha.
A title of Aggamaha Pandita (Supreme scholar of
Buddhism) was conferred on him by the Bhikkhu
Council of Myanmar and Dhammachariya
(Honorary doctorate) in Buddhism by the
University of Myanmar sometimes ago. Among
many important events of his life as a monk, his
50" anniversary to monkhood was celebrated
at the National conference hall in Kathmandu
attended by the first President of Nepal, Dr. Ram
Baran Yadav (2008 — 2015).
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He also served Dharmodaya Sabha, the first
and foremost federation of Buddhist Associations
of Nepal as its president from 2011 to 2014.Having
completed his term of presidency of Dharmodaya
Sabha, he continued to be its chief preceptor to
advice the national federation of Buddhists in
Nepal. Not to mention his lifelong service to the
people in around the Vishva Shanti Vihara, which
he founded and where he and hundreds of his
disciples reside practicing the teachings of the
Buddha. He has always guided those who come to
him seeking his help for a peaceful way of life. He
has continued this socio-religious service up to the
last minutes before he fell ill. Today, I am one of
many who miss him and his blessings.

His memorial was held at Vishva Shanti
Vihara, Nayanbanesvar from 12:30 and cremation
followed at 14:00 on Sunday July 5 2020 — the full
moon day - the Gurupurnima, attended by hundreds
of Buddhist monks, nuns and laity wishing His
Eminent the most venerable Sanghanayaka Bhante
Gyanapurnika rest in peace. May he attain to bliss
of Nibbanal!
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