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Just as the strong wind uproots a feeble tree,
so Mara Overwhelms the man who lives only
in pursuit of pleasure, who does not control his
senses, who knows not how to moderate his
appetite, who is lazy and wastes his energies.
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The Aphorisms of Ashin Janakabhi Vamsa

(1) SELF LOVE
It is true that man loves himself more than he
loves others his close relations and members of his
family may not have been intimately associated in
previous existences, but he "I" (self) has been with
him all along the cycle of existences.

(2) MAN AND ANIMAL
Naturally, man has more benefit from good
deeds than animals, and in the case of doing bad
deeds, man surpasses animals.

(3) MAN OF MORALS
A man of high morals
Perform his duties
As a human being while
He is alive;
And leaves the world
With courage.

(4) MODERATION
If you are too soft
You may be insulted
If you are too tough,
You may make many enemies.
It is better to he have moderately.

(5) THINK SERIOUSLY
Now think about this.
Death comes
To the old and the young alike;
So what shall we do ?
Think about this seriously.

(6) LOVE
Loving others is in fact, Loving yourself.
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The Crane and the Crab

Once upon a time the Bodhisatta came to
life in a certain - forest haunt as the divinity of
a tree which stood near a certain lotus - pond. In
those days the water used every summer to fall
very low in a certain pond, not very big - Which
was plentifully stocked with fish catching sight
of these fish, a certain crane said to himself, "i
must find a way to cajole and eat these fish" so
he went and sat down in deep thought by the side
of the water.

Now when the fishes caught sight of him,
they said, "Of what are you thinking, my lord,
as you sit there ?" "I am thinking about you",
Was the reply. " And what is your lordship
thinking about us ?" The water in this pool being
low, food scarce, and the heat entense, - I was
wondering to myself, as I sat here, what in the
world you fishes would do" "And what are we to
do, my lord ?" "Well, if you will take my advice,
I will take you up one by one in my beak, and
carry you all off to a fine large pool covered
with the five varieties of lotuses, and there put
you down," "My lord," said they, " No crane
ever look the slightest thought for fishes since
the world began. Your desire is to eat us one by
one" "No, [ will not eat you while you trust me",
said the crane. "If you don't take my word that
there is such a pond, send one of your number to
go with me and see for himself." Believing the
crane, the fish pregented to him a great big fish
(blind of one eye, by the way), who they thought
would be a match for the crane whether afloat
or ashore; and they said, "Here is the one to go
with you."

The crane took the fish off and put him
in the pool, and after shewing him the whole
extend of it, brought him back again and put him
in along with the other fish in his old pond, And
he held forth to them on the charms of the new
pool.

After hearing this report, they grew eager

to go there and said to the crane, "Very good, my
lord, please take us across/"

First of all, the crane took that big one -
eyed fish again and carried him off to the edge
of the pool, so that he could see the water, but
actually alighted in a varana - tree which grew
on the bank. Dashing the fish down in a fork of
the tree, he pecked it to death - after which he
picked him clean and let the bones fall at the
foot of the tree. Then back he went and said, "I
have thrown him in; who is the next ?" And so
he took the fish one by one, and ate them all,
till at last when he came back, he could not find
another left. But there was still a crab remaining
in the pond; So the crane, who wanted to eat
him up too, said, "Mister crab, [ have taken all
those fishes away and turned them into a fine
large pool covered all over with lotuses. Come
along; [ will take you too." "How will you carry
me across ?" said the crab. "Why, in my beak,
to be sure, "said the crane "Ah, but you might
drop me like that," said the crab; "I would not
go with you." "Don't be frightened; I will keep
light hold of you all the way." Thought the crab
to himself, "He has not put the fish in the pool.
But, if he would really put me in, that would
be capital. If he does not - Why I will rip his
head off and kill him. "So he spoke thus to the
crane," you would never be able to hold me tight
enough, friend crane; whereas we crabs have got
an astonishingly tight grip. If I might take hold
of your neck with my claws, I could hold it tight
and then would go along with you."

Not suspecting that the crab wanted to
trick him, the crane gave his assent with his
claws the crab griped hold of the crane's neck as
with the pincers of a smith, and said, "Now you
can start." The crane took him and shewed him
the pool first and then started off for the tree.

"The pool lies this way, Uncle," said the
crab, "but you are taking me the other way." Very

— T e

erafasife amfaes; §.3. JUEY; Jf Ufow: a¥-3%; a4 —



much your dear uncle arm I !" said the crane;
"and very much my nephew are you ! I suppose
you thought the your slave to lift your up and
carry you about ! just last your eye on that heap
of bones at the foot of the tree; as I ate up all
those fish, So I will eat you too." Said the crab,
"It was through their own folly that those fish
were eaten by you; but I shall not give you the
chance of eating me. No; what I shall do, it to
kill you. For you. For you, fool that you were,
did not see that I was tricking you.

If we die, we will both die together; I will
chop your head clean Off." And so saying he
gripped the crane's weaz and with his claws,
as with pincers. With his mouth wide open,
and tears streaming from his eyes, the crane,
trembling for his life, said, "Lord, indeed I will
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not eat you ! Spare my life !

"Well, then, just step down to the pool and
put me in," said the crab, Then the crane turned
back and stepped down as directed to the pool,
and place the crab on the mud, at the water -
edge. But crab, before entering the water, nipped
off the crane's head as deftly as if he were cutting
a lotus stalk with a knife.

The divinity who dwelt in the tree,
marking this wonderful thing, made the whole
forest ring with applaux repeating this stanza in
sweet tones.

Guile profits not your very guileful folk.

Mark what the guileful crane got from the
crab !

— Ed. Francis and Thomas
Source- Jatak Tales
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