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- It is more difficult to relate with a
revered person than with a person whom one
does not respect (because of the kammic
consequences).

DO NOT MISUSE

- Bhikkhus, should not misuse the lay men
's offer of the essential materials and thus
commit an ill deed.

NOBLE MIND

- One who has a noble mind should leave
the human society after dealing with people
accerding to human moral code.

SLAVES OF DESIRES

- People have been slaves to desires while
they are alive. It is not good to be candidates
for hell when dead.
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The Pet Elephant

One upon a time, while Brahmadatta was king
of Benares, the Bodhisatta was born of a brahmin family.
On growing up he left his worldly home and took to the
religious life, and in time became the leader of a
company of five hundred anchorites, who all lived
together in the region of himalaya.

Amongst the anchorites was a headstrong and
unteachable person named Indasamanagotta. He had a
pet elephant. The Bodhisatta sent for him when he found
this out, and asked if he really did keep a young ele-
phant? "Yes" "Well", the Bodhisatta said, "When ele-
phant's grow up they kill even those who foster them;
so you had better not keep it any longer." But I can't live
without him, my Teacher ! was the reply. "Oh well."
said the Bodhisatta, "You'll live to repent it."

How be it he still reared the creature, and by and
by it grew to an immense size.

It happened once that the anchorites had all gone
far afield to gather roots and fruits in the forest, and they
were absent for several days. At the first breath of the
south wind the elephant fell in a frenzy. "Destruction to
this hut !" Thought he, "I'll smash water - Jar ! I'll
overturn the stone bench ! I'll tear up the pallet ! I'll kill
the hermit, and then off I'll go !" So he sped into the

#9 Ed. Francis and Thomas
jungle, and waited watching for their return.

His master came first, laden with food for his
pet. As soon as he saw him, he hastened up, thinking
all was well. Out rushed the elephant from the thicket,
and seizing him in his trunk, dashed him to the ground,
then with a blow on the head crushed the life out of him;
and madly trumpeting he scampered in to the forest.

The other anchorites brought this news to the
Bodhisatta, said he, "We should have no dealings with
the bad, and then he repeated these two verses.

Friendship with evil let the good eschew,

The good, who know what duty bids, them do;

They will work mis chief, be it soon or late,

Even as the elephant his master slew.

But if a kindred spirit thus shalt see,

In virtue, wisdom, learning like to thee,

Choose such an one to be thy own true friend,
good friends and blessing go in company.

In this way, the Bodhisatta shewed his band of
anchorites that it is well to be docile and not obstinate.
Then he performed. Indasamanagotta's obsequies, and
cultivating the excellences, came at last into Brahma's
heaven. W Source: Jatak Tales
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Buddhism in Nepal
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#9 Bhikkhu Ashwoghash Mahathere

Nepal is the land of the Birth of Gautam
Buddha and the Mount Everest. Though it is the
birthplace of the Buddha there needs a lot to be done
to propagate his teachings here.

India is the Karmabhoomi of the Buddha. I
am happy to see that in India Buddhism is taught in
Schools, colleges and universities in India. And,
books on Buddhism are published too. I myself
completed my high school and intermediate from
U.P. Illahabad Board, and studied Pali language at
Benaras Hindu university.

I mentioned India as the Karmabhoomi (Land
of action) of the Buddha. At the time of the Buddha,
there was no India and Nepal as such. According to
Pali literature and history, at that time the whole
region used to be called Jambudipa. And, Jambudipa
of that time covered not only India, Nepal, Pakistan,
Bangladesh but might even covered Burma,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambodia of today. only later,
countries as such India, Nepal etc came into being.
In today's political boundaries, holy sites like
Lumbini, the Buddha's birthplace, Kapilvastu,
Devadaha, Ramagrama lies in Nepal. And, holy sites,
like Buddhagaya, Sarnath, Kusinagara, Sravasti lies
in India. Prince Siddhartha was enlightened in
Buddhagaya, and started teaching in Saranath. Then,
he spent 45 years teaching the Dhamma. Out of the
45 years, he spent 25 years in Sravasti. Besides, he
spent time in Rajagriha, Varanasi, Kusinagara etc.
in Pali literature, it is mentioned that the Buddha
taught his teachings in Himavata Pradesh. And,
Nepal is the land of himalayas. Thus, I mentioned
that Nepal is the land of the Buddha's birth and India
is the land of the Buddha's action.

In Pali literature, it is mentioned about
Takshasila University also. Takshasila lies in modern
Pakistan. It is mentioned about Kapilvastu and
Piparhawa. And, Kapilvastu lies in modern Nepal
and Piparhawa lies in India. To raise any conflict
regarding whereabouts of Kapilvastu and Piparhawa
would be merely out of ignorance. It is true that
Indian government has developed Piparhawa
whereas Kapilvastu in Nepal is yet to be developed.
Emperor Ashoka

Emperor Ashoka visited Lumbini and erected
Ashoka pillar there depicting that the Buddha was
born there. Thanks to the Ashoka pillar that because
of it, there is no issue about the birthplace of the
Buddha.

After the emperor Ashoka, there started
different interpretations of the Buddha's teachings
and started divisions into different schools and
groups. People started to forget Buddha's teachings
to go beyond groupism and communalism. People
started to be attached to and put more emphasis on
promoting and strengthening one's own sects and
groups rather than on spiritual growth. Purifying
one's own mind and actions was not given the
priority. Then there started the construction of
Buddha Images and rituals to gain popularity.
Bhakitmarga (Path of Devotion) became more
important than Gyanmarga (Path of Wisdom). As the
monks at that time started to construct Buddha
images and rituals and worshipping of images,
people in general also started to follow the path of
devotion and rituals and moral and inner purification
were not emphasized. As a result, Buddhism
disappeared in India.

Because of emperor Ashoka's initiatives to
send Buddhist missionaries out to many countries in
the region, Buddhism flourished in many countries,
like Burma, Thailand, Srilanka, Indonesia etc.

According to the Buddhist history, Emperor
Ashoka sent his daughter Charumati to Nepal.
Princess Charumati got married with the prince of
Nepal and lived in Nepal. It is believed that Princess
Charumati built a monastery called Chababhil in
Kathmandu. There are four Ashoka stupas in
Kathmandu valley.

Buddhism in Nepal

In Nepal, there are numerous Buddhist
monasteries, stupas, Chaityes, and Buddhist
atmosphere is alive. Northern Himalayan region is
full of Buddhist cultures, traditions, monasteries.

In Kathmandu valley, Buddhism is alive.
There are lots of Buddhist stupas and monasteries.
Buddhist ceremonies and pujas are held daily. There
is Buddhist atmosphere.
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But, the Buddhist atmosphere and traditions as
practiced in Nepal cannot termed a pure Buddhist way.
As per the Buddha's teachings, his disciples are not
supposed to be engaged in blind faith and rituals. They
are supposed to lead a life of moral and mental
purification. Today, most of the Buddhists in Nepal are
engaged in blind faith and rituals. Brahmanism has
takenrootin Nepal and ithas influenced Buddhismtoo.
True form of Buddhist way of life is difficult to find.

History shows that Buddhism was flourishing
in Kathmandu Valley till the time of King Jayasthiti
Malla. There were numerous Buddhist monasteries
and schools full of monks. Prior to that, Lichhavi
Kings were Buddhists too. King Jayasthiti Malla
forced Buddhist monks to disrobed and then to lead
household lives.

Revival of Theravada Buddhism

Revival of Theravada Buddhism began 60-65
years ago. Nepalese monks trained in Burma and
Srilanka came back to Kathmandu valley and started
teaching. The pioneers were Ven. Mahapragya,
Ven. Pragyananda, Ven. Amritananda and so on.

After the coming back of Nepalese Theravadian
monks to Nepal, Theravada Buddhism is gradually
reviving now in Nepal. Prior to that many people
were not even aware that Buddha was born in
Lumbini. And, it was very difficult to go to Lumbini
in those days. They were not aware that Buddha was

born on Vesakh Full moon day. Now, people
celebrate Vesakha day, and it is a national holiday.
There is direct road link to Lumbini.

At present, monks and nuns are teaching
Buddha's teachings. They are quite active in teaching
the general public, publication of Buddhist literatures,
going to rural areas and social works. They are also
involved in conducting rituals and traditions. May
be because it is difficult get people's support without
rituals and traditions.

The teachings of equality, against caste system
and teachings of purification against blind faith and
rituals are not easily accepted by the society, as there
are strong influences of Brahminism. Only
intellectuals accept these teachings.

In Nepal, more than 50% of the population
are Buddhists. But most of them donot know what
is their true religion. They worship Buddha as well
as many other gods and deities.

Peaceful co-existence

Nepal is a unique example of religious
harmony and co-existence. There is no conflict
between Hindus and Buddhists. Hindus go to
Buddhist monasteries and Buddhists too go to Hindus
temples. There are no discriminations. It is far better
to live together in harmony than fight in the name of
religion. Even Hindus and Muslims live together in
harmony and peace. This is the uniqueness of Nepal,
the land of Buddha's birthplace ! W
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