:20lhleia3As R B
e e g T e
) A y, g E= s 3 I .

o R PR G AT T ——
by RBH Lalh Latt balakt)
= Sl 14 Ao >

k2 . i Y
‘ijl;

BB T g bab e

PIeULIBY(T Ay,
PICDIe 1% ,,






JBIoTH ¥ A9 HewlgdIR
fretoft e
B L3UR ¥

Riki/CLa
frequtt g
T 25 ¥IL3¥I0%

GHIe Fgarft
freroft srsvaet
T 5¥933%00Y%

RERIECaES
gaTe efia
WA 45 ¥IREIIMY

TrEHT HESA

T R5¥¥ 3L

BRI

gHAE dig sremam M
gHEIf faRr
sfrer; e aA

T S . ¥R%R, FISATSI
B LRV

email: gurumawiryawati@gmail.com
subhawati26@gmail.com

g TFId WER
AT FFIA 99 %
TEl  HFAQ R0RY

=R ¥ R05R

9 e & R000/-
T T AT qEl

ElIEE] % q00/-

T AgH & 90/-

0

(9|(2)

j

ocSOiree

(dtg wfe)
THE DHARMAKIRTI

A Buddhist Monthly
oth AUG 2025

(atf— ¥3 | WS- % Tafee qrs| ?o:?)

T aq fweg (@) @ifa - araan fieea @) |
faed avi guEw - fweg @ifd A araar
e
K Faw Afud fwe waq A fwey st W

fremn amvon s SR faq ame J fwey
s |
S

K orEE faeAr qra st fivet Wi | @
ug faemn st eeee R afq st
fire7 gem | ¥

% A man is not a Bhikkhu simply
because he takes alms for his food.
The observance of vows is not enough
to make him a Bhikkhu.
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I must Study in Burma!

"Mother, will you send me to
Burma to study the Tripitaka? I'm
determined to go. No matter what,
I must go!"

Her meeting with Dhamma-
wudha had made Ganesh Kumari
quite sure of what she wanted to
do. Following the monk's departure
from Nepal, her desire to study
Theravada Buddhism in the Pali
language became so intense that
all she thought about was going
to Burma. Whenever she had the
chance, she pressed her mother to
arrange for her journey.

At that time, it was impossible

of Buddhadhamma
is enough, my child.
Forget about learning
more!"

Ganesh Kumari
stroked her long silky
braids and imagined
cutting them off.
My hair is my most
beautiful feature, she
thought, and for a
moment, the idea of
becoming a nun filled
her with dread. Then
she took hold of herself,
and in a resolute voice

to find Theravada teachers in
Nepal. Yet, though Hirathaku was
not at all opposed to the kind of education
Ganesh Kumari had set her mind on, she
couldn't bear the idea of letting her child go
so far away. Surely, any mother would find
sending her daughter to a nunnery in a distant
country unthinkable, Hirathaku said to herself.
Besides, Ganesh Kumari hasn't had her first
period!

"Why are you bothering me?" she would
say to her daughter. "How can I send you to
Burma? Do you have any idea how far away
that 1s?"

"The journey won't be so difficult,"
Ganesh Kumari persisted. "All you need to
do is say 'yes.' Then the Burmese Bhante will
manage everything!"

"I know Dhammawudha told you there
are nunneries in Burma where Buddhism
is taught but only women who have given
up householder life can live in nunneries,"
Hirathaku replied. "Can you really leave your
home? Are you really willing to cut off all
your hair, wear an ochre dress, and ordain as a
Buddhist nun? What you have already learned

Dr. Dhammawoti Guruma

said, "If in order to
study Buddhadhamma,
I must become a nun, then that's what I'll do!
Mother, didn't you tell me it is better to live a
spiritual life than to have children and spend
all one's time doing household tasks? Yes, I'm
ready to become a nun!"

It had never occurred to Hirathaku that
her pampered daughter would ever have such
a thought. Perplexed, she scrutinized Ganesh's
face for traces of doubt or insincerity; but she
saw none.

"It's not easy to live the life of a nun," she
said. “It's a permanent life-long commitment.
Becoming a nun is a decision that you must
not make in a hurry. You have to think things
through. Who will support you once you
have given up householder life? So long as I
am alive, you may turn to me at any time, no
matter what happens. After I die, whom will
you turn to?

"Before embarking on such an indepen-
dent life, you must find yourself a small group
of like-minded friends whom you can depend
on and who'll depend on you. You are still too
young to think about such things. So put aside
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those thoughts for now. Soon I'll have you
admitted to an English school, like the one
your younger brother is attending,” Hirathaku
concluded and turned back to household
chores.

Then again, she had given Ganesh
Kumari a new idea. My next step is to find
other girls my own age, who, like me, want
to become nuns, she thought. Girls like me,
who are willing to give up family life for
Buddhadhamma, girls with whom I could
imagine spending the whole of the rest of
my life.

Eyes closed, she pictured her friends
one by one as if she were watching a movie.
She paused when she got to Shuva Laxmi
and her sister Manohara Devi. This pair stood
out for several reasons: The younger one,
Shuva Laxmi, was her own age. They had
both studied Buddhadhamma with Bhikkhu
Buddhaghosh and Sthavir U Dhammawudha.
They had the same outlook that she did.
Ganesh Kumari was certain Shuva Laxmi
would leap at the chance to become a nun.
As for Manohara Devi, as she was always
supportive of her younger sister, mostly likely
she would follow Shuva Laxmi's lead. The
girls' mother, like Hirathaku, was a convert
to Theravada dhamma. In fact, her devotion
was so strong that she had inspired her son to
become a monk and permitted him to go to
Sri Lanka to pursue a Buddhist education.

Ganesh Kumari could no longer sit idle
at home. She hurried to Shuva Laxmi's house
and as she drew near, she called out, "Laxmi!
Laxmi!"

Hearing her voice, Shuva Laxmi glanced
out of the window of the upstairs room where
she and her sister were studying and, seeing
her friend in the street, ran down to greet her.
Manohara Devi remained engrossed in her
book; only after Ganesh Kumari entered the
room did she look up.

"Oh Ganesh, You came just in time!"
she exclaimed. "We don't understand what this

n

passage means," she added, pointing to the
page in front of her. "Please help us!"

In no mood for such a trivial matter,
Ganesh Kumari slammed Manohara Devi's
book shut. "I've come here to share something
new with you," she announced soberly. "I've
got to have your opinion about it."

Ganesh had the habit of making un-
expected announcements, confusing Laxmi
and Devi, and making them nervous.

"Something new? What is it? Ganesh,
you look so serious," said Laxmi.

"Yes, I look serious, because this is a
very serious matter. It could change your lives!
I just raised the subject of my going to Burma
to study, and Mother replied, 'If you want to
study in Burma, you'll have to become a nun.
Anun's life can be hard and lonely. You'll need
the support of a few trusted friends.' That's why
I'm here -- to talk to you..."

Meanwhile, her friends' mother, Laxmi
Maya, sat sewing at a window in another room.
Her husband, who belonged to the Shakya
caste, was in the tailoring business. The family
made clothes for officials in the royal palace
and for other members of the nobility. To
prevent their workers from making mistakes,
Laxmi Maya would start every order by hand
basting the cloth herself.

She had seen Ganesh Kumari hurrying
into the house, but then, to her surprise, heard
none of the usual laughter and loud voices.
What could the girls be discussing so quietly,
she wondered. Having tried unsuccessfully to
eavesdrop on their conversation, she went to
her daughters' room.

"You all look so solemn!" she exclaimed,
and as the girls stared at her in sudden stunned
silence, she added, “What were you talking
about so intently?"

Taking a deep breath, Ganesh replied,
"Auntie, this morning my mother and I spoke
about going to Burma to study Buddhadhamma.
I was just telling Laxmi and Devi about our
conversation."
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"So you're actually going? That is won-
derful news! When are you leaving?"

Surprised and encouraged to receive
such a positive response, Ganesh Kumari told
her friends' mother the whole story. "Nothing's
been confirmed yet. Provided one becomes a
nun, it is easy enough to go to Burma, but my
mother says that a nun's life is hard. She says
that if a group of close friends ordains together,
their lives will be much easier because then
they'll be able to depend on one another.”

"I don't know a single woman who's
ordained,” Laxmi Maya murmured. In a louder
voice, she added, “So have you found any
friends who are ready to become nuns?"

"To tell you the truth, that's why I came
here. Please send these two to Burma with me.
Please, Laxmi Maya Auntie!"

"Mother, we want to go with Ganesh,"
Shuva Laxmi cried. "Please let us go with her!"

Us? Shuva Laxmi had made the decision
without discussing it with Manohara Devi!

Manohara Devi knew that ordination
would require her to shave her head and at first,
she could not help admitting her reluctance to
do so. Then she added, "But really, what's so
special about hair? It is a small sacrifice to make
if one has the chance to study Buddhadhamma.
Isn't that right, Laxmi?”

"Of course! If we become nuns, we will
study Buddhadhamma and live with our best
friend our whole lives long. For that, I'm ready
to sacrifice everything!"

As she was speaking, Shuva Laxmi
unconsciously grasped her beautiful braids.
Manohara Devi, who could never say 'no' to her
sister, noticed and wondered what to make of
the gesture. Did it mean she too was reluctant
to sacrifice her hair?

By contrast, Laxmi Maya had no
misgivings about her daughters' proposal as a
devotee of Theravada dhamma. Their wish to
follow a path of virtue filled her with joy. "I'll
be very happy if you girls become nuns," she
told them, smiling.

The Dharmakirti A Buddhist Monthly —

"Really, Mother?"

"Most certainly! Though Nepal is the
birthplace of Buddha, the purest form of
Buddhist philosophy, Theravada dhamma,
is hardly known here. Why wouldn't I be
happy that my daughters want to help spread
knowledge of it in this country? Even so, not
everyone thinks sending girls as young as you
so far away is such good idea. I cannot give
you permission on my own. I must discuss the
matter with other family members. Meanwhile,
you should take the time to think hard about it
too. You mustn't rush into the decision."

She continued, "Ganesh, did you consult
your parents before making this plan? Have
you talked about it in your house? Do you know
who will help you go to Burma?"

"Well ... I came here right after the
discussion I had with my mother. Though she
is thinking the matter over, I have not had an
opportunity to talk to my father about it. Since
until now, I have never known him oppose
anything I have wanted to do, I doubt it will
be hard to convince him.

"I don't think it will be difficult to get to
Burma either," Ganesh added. "The Burmese
Bhante will make all the arrangements for
us. I have been in touch with him. He is in
Kushinagar now. All we need to do is get
ourselves over there."

"I see. That should make traveling a lot
simpler. Even so, you must not get too excited.
Nothing has been settled yet."

After Laxmi Maya had left the room, the
three friends began daydreaming about what
their lives could be like if everything went
according to Ganesh Kumari's plan. As their
longing to go to Burma grew, they vowed,
come what may, to go to Kushinagar and thence
to Burma. Only after completing Tripitaka
studies in Moulmein would they be ready to

return to Nepal.
Source: Beloved Daughter
(The Story of Dhammawati Guruma)
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