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The world does not know that we must all
come to an end here; but those who know
it, their quarrels cease at once.
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Two Mothers Make Plans

Hirathaku did her best to persuade Harshaman
to give their daughter permission to enter the
Moulmein nunnery, but she gathered that, while he
commended Ganesh's desire to study Tripitaka, at
the same time, he feared to send her to a foreign
country and the hardships she might face there,
caring so much as he did for her. After trying and
failing to get his consent, Hirathaku decided there
was nothing to do but to send Ganesh away in secret.
Together with Laxmi Maya, who, like herself, was
a devout follower of Theravada dhamma, she devised
aplan: Laxmi Maya and Mana Kaji would escort the
three girls to Kushinagar and stay with them while
arrangements were made for them to travel on to
Burma.

The logistics of their journey were a challenge:
First, the girls would somehow have to acquire travel
permits without raising suspicion, and then choose
a departure date on which Harshaman would be away
from home. As another concern was the poor quality
of Indian rice compared with the rice to which the
girls were accustomed, their mothers purchased
high-grade rice for the journey.

Hirathaku decided that the best time for the
girls to make their escape would be while her
husband was away overnight on business. Since
Harshaman Shakya supplied raw materials such as
copper, brass, and bronze to Lalitpur craftspeople,
and sold the finished products - pots and pans -- at
his shop in Kathmandu, he traveled back and forth
between the two cities. Most weeks, he spent a few
nights away from Lalitpur at his shop in Kathmandu.

Unfortunately, with his suspicions aroused
after hearing of his daughter's wish to ordain as a
nun, Harshaman had been spending more time than
usual in Lalitpur. Eventually, an important business
transaction required him to spend two nights in
Kathmandu. Before leaving, he asked Dhana Kaji to
keep a close eye on Hirathaku and Ganesh Kumari.

Knowing this was their opportunity, the two
mothers, architects of the escape plan, agreed that
the girls should set out the next day; furthermore, in
order to get them as far from home as quickly as
possible, Hirathaku and Laxmi Maya arranged for a
vehicle to take them out of the Kathmandu Valley.
Though they had made the travel arrangements in
secret, Dhana Kaji got wind of them and, going to

her room, he awakened Ganesh Kumari. "I won't let
you go!" he said fiercely.

"Just try and stop me!" was her reply. "All the
arrangements have been made. The Burmese monk
is expecting me. It is too late now to back out. I'm
going... I must go! Why are you so worried about
me? I'm not going to go abroad to do something
disreputable. My cause is noble. Besides, Mana Kaji
will be with me as far as Kushinagar and, having
seen me off to Burma, he'll come home."

As a student of Sanskrit scripture, Dhana Kaji
was familiar with Acharya Chanakya's idea of sam,
dam, danda, and bhed, strategies of persuasion,
allurement, threat, and divide and rule. "But you're
the only daughter in this family," he said. “Imagine
how our community will look down on us if we let
you go! Anyway, why do you want to leave us? In
your whole life, have we ever mistreated you?

"We all love you very much, Ganesh, and
father loves you more than any of us. Ever since he
learned of your plan, he is constantly worried. He
was so frightened of you running away in his absence
that he did not dare leave home until today. How do
you think you will make him feel if you leave now?
He will think you have betrayed him! Imagine how
much he will suffer. Is that what you want?"

Was Dhana Kaji's strategy beginning to work?

Maybe there is truth to what he is saying;
Ganesh Kumari admitted to herself. Is it right for me
to run away in secret, like a coward, leaving Father
to suffer? On the other hand, though Mother loves
me just as much as he does, she is in favor my going.
Of course, letting me go will be painful for her as
well as for Father. Just the other day, when Mana
Kaji brought my travel permit, [ saw her tears. She
assured me they were tears of joy, but I knew that
really they were tears of sorrow... Yes, she will find
our separation very hard to bear. Nevertheless, she
has chosen to help me go. She knows I am leaving
for anoble reason. Father knows it too, but he doesn't
even try to bear the suffering of separation. That is
the difference between them. I must go! My absence
will cause Father suffering. I know that. With time,
he will get used to it.

Seeing his sister lost in thought, Dhana Kaji
hoped he was beginning to get through to her.
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At that moment, their maternal uncle, who
was already aware of the situation, hurried into the
room and wasted no time getting to the point. "Niece,
is it true you're leaving us?" he said. "You know
you're still not old enough to live away from home.
Imagine how grief-stricken your family will be if
you go!"

"Ganesh doesn't need to imagine anything,
Uncle,” Dhana Kaji interjected. "She knows perfectly
well how terrible the rest of us will feel tomorrow,
or at the latest the day after. I apologize for calling
you at this late hour, but I cannot call Father back
from Kathmandu before tomorrow morning, which
means he might not get back home in time. Uncle,
please make my sister listen to you!"

By explaining the situation to their uncle
within Ganesh's hearing, Dhana Kaji had made a big
mistake. Now Ganesh understood that he only knew
the plan's outline. He didn't know the details, such
as the exact time of departure tomorrow. This greatly
relieved both Ganesh and Hirathaku, who, hearing
voices had come into Ganesh's room.

She and her second son, Mana Kaji, had spent
the evening preparing for Ganesh's departure. These
included writing a letter to Dhammawudha in which
Hirathaku expressed both her regret at being unable
to bring her daughter to Kushinagar herself and her
wish that Ganesh be admitted to a Burmese nunnery
to study Buddhadhamma. In conclusion, she formally
conveyed guardianship of Ganesh Kumari to the
Burmese monk.

As a leader in the community of royal
craftspeople, Uncle knew more about regional
politics than most people did. Drawing on his
knowledge and the authority of his position, he tried
to frighten his niece into changing her mind. "Listen
to me, Ganesh," he said. "Even if you had your
father's permission, you mustn't go to Burma. Right
now, there is a great deal of trouble in that country.
Wide areas are in Communist hands. Their goal is
to capture the capital and other large cities, and if
they succeed, you can forget about studying
Buddhadhamma. No one will be permitted to enter
or leave that country. First, let there be peace. Only
then can we seriously consider your plan."

"Uncle, it's my belief your information is out
of date," Ganesh boldly replied. "Like you, Sthavir
U Dhammawudha is concerned about my safety.
While he was in Nepal, he did not want to take me
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to Burma then because things were unstable. But
recently he wrote that the political situation has much
improved and now is the right time to go."

The truth was that, while she was making her
decision, Ganesh Kumari had never once considered
politics. Nor had the Burmese monk mentioned the
political situation. As she saw her mother's face cloud
over, she said to herself, perhaps Uncle exaggerated
the dangers to frighten me... perhaps he lied. Aloud,
she said firmly, "The Burmese Bhante didn't mention
any trouble in his letters. I've no doubt that if there
was trouble, he would have told me..."

She could tell from the embarrassed look on
Uncle's

face that her supposition was correct. Yes
indeed, she had caught him in a lie! However, he
soon found other grounds on which to dismiss her
plan. Finally, he turned to Hirathaku. "Sister, why
are you giving in to your daughter? She is too young
to think for herself. We adults must decide what is
and is not in her interest. It is up to us to stop her
from leaving! It is late now, and I must go to my
house. I'll come back another time to discuss this
matter with Harshaman."

Under normal circumstances, Hirathaku
enjoyed talking with her brother, but that night she
said nothing. Nor, when he left, did she escort him
up to the main road.

By the time Uncle went back to his house,
Mana Kaji had gathered all the necessary documents
and gone to his room to sleep. Hirathaku soon retired
as well, but Dhana Kaji continued his efforts to
persuade his sister to give up her plan. "What Uncle
said is valid," he told her, "The political situation in
Burma is still unstable and the weather there is
terrible. The monsoon rains have begun. This is not
a good time to travel. Wait a few months, and in the
meantime let me tackle Father. By October, the
weather will be better, and 1 will have convinced
Father to let you go to Moulmein. I'll even escort
you as far as Calcutta. Just be patient. You can be
patient, can't you?"

Knowing that her journey was to begin in a
just few hours' time, Ganesh Kumari was silent.
Eventually, she managed to mumble, "I'll let you
know my decision tomorrow."

Source: Beloved Daughter
(The Story of Dhammawati Guruma)
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