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The Need for
Pariyatti Education Today

Despite the increase in material comforts and
conveniences available in our society today, there is
great turmoil and strife afflicting the lives of all,
wealthy and poor. Including more and more towards
materialistic ideas of happiness, people continue to
suffer-ignorant of the forces at work that obstruct
the peace they desire. In his teaching the Lord Bud-
dha provides the perfect remedy for the problem of
suffering in all its myriad expressions, showing us
how to see for ourselves that it is our own attitudes
and desires, the avarice and tust, anger and judge-
ment we harbour in our own hearts that cause us to
suffer. Today, as social pressures and unrest increase
there is an urgent need for the effective solutions
offered by the teachings of the Buddha. .

In Nepal, the current curriclula of our schools
are designed to educate students in intellectual, tech-
nical and artistic knowledge only. Yet there is a com-
plete lack of formal education in that which might
help students learn how to be truly human. Conse-
quently, even the cream of our educated society can
display a lack of humanity, creating crippling unhappi-
ness for themselves as well as others. Pariyatti Edu-
cation answers this requirement, and can thereby play
an important role in the establishment of a healthy

society in these changing  times.
Education in Pariyatti also stands to benefit the

many professed Buddhists in Nepal, the majority of
whom remain unaware of what the Buddha actually
taught. In general, the ritualistic and superstitious
forms of worship that have become traditional have
not communicated to the people the uplifting and po- ‘
tentially liberating message of their own religion. It is
therefore high time the Buddha's teaching wree
shared among the entire Buddhists Population of Nepal.
In spite of the great for widerspread education
in Priyatti throughout Nepalese society, there are very
few qualified teachers. In order to provide the op-
portunity to learn the Buddhist teaching in every cor-
ner of the remote country, many more will be needed.
Therefore, to fulfil this primary need of training the
much greater numbers required of qualified teachers in
pariyatti, it is crucial to conduct today the sustematised teach-
ing of Pariyatti Education throughout the entire region.
It is hoped that those who recognise the urgent
need in Nepal for the development of a systematised
and well- managed Pariyatti Education program will
whole-heartedly apply theselves to serving that end.
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