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A single day of wisdom and meditation of
worth more than a hundred years spent in
foolishness and dissipation.
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In Pursuit !

"Did thieves get in? Have they stolen
anything?" Harshaman shouted from the stairs.

Dhana Kaji awakened with a start. "What
are you doing here at this hour?" he called
down to his father. "We weren't expecting you
back till tomorrow."

Ignoring his son's question, Harshaman
stormed on, ""Who left the main door unlatched?
Where is your mother? Where's your sister?"

Who had left the main door unlatched?

Dhana Kaji understood what had
happened when he remembered the exchange
with his sister the previous evening. "I will let
you know my decision tomorrow," Ganesh had
assured him. Now tomorrow had arrived, and
this was her decision - she had run away!

Jumping from bed, Dhana Kaji ran to
his sister's room and found it empty. "Are you
awake?" he called through his mother's closed
door. "Father is back from Kathmandu. He's
looking for you."

Just as Harshaman reached the top of
the stairs, Hirathaku emerged from her room,
yawning. Had she been asleep at the time
of her daughter's departure? Or, hearing her
tiptoe down the stairs and, fearing to wake
her youngest son, did she decide to let
Ganesh go without saying goodbye? After
hearing the escape car drive away, did she
fall, relieved, into a dreamless sleep? She
would never tell.

"Where's our daughter?" Harshaman
roared. "Cruel woman, while my back was
turned, did you send her off?" As he fired
questions at his wife, his throat grew dry.
Although he had more to say, he could no
longer speak. Hirathaku watched in silence as
tears rolled down his cheeks.

Unable to contain his guilt, Dhana Kaji
cried, "Father, last night, [ was visiting friends,
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and one said to me, rumor has it, while your
father's in Kathmandu, Ganesh is planning
to run away to Burma. Straight away, I raced
home to talk to her. I even asked Uncle to try
to convince her to give up her plan. In the end,
it looked like we had indeed convinced her, but
now I know she was only pretending so we'd
let her alone."

Harshaman was no longer listening to
his son, realizing that his wife had made all
the arrangements. How else would such a
young girl have gathered the courage to run
away from home? His sorrow at losing his
daughter turned to rage. "Devil," he screamed
at Hirathaku. "You conspired against me!
Why did you send our daughter away and
just one of our sons? Damn you, you should
have left as well and taken our other sons
with you!"

Harshaman rarely got this angry, but
when he did, Hirathaku knew it was best
to leave him alone to calm down. After she
walked away, he turned to Dhana Kaji, "I
suspected she'd run off eventually, but since
I never imagined she'd go as soon as this, |
thought, well, I'll go to Kathmandu for a couple
of days...and off [ went. Then last night, I had
a nightmare so I rushed back here to Patan a
day early!

"l saw a car coming from the opposite
direction. I wondered if Ganesh was in that car,
so I tried to look inside it, but because it was
moving so fast, I could not see anything. For
a moment, | tried chasing it, but then realized,
if she was not in it, chasing the car would be a
waste of time...

"If in fact she and her friends left by car
they couldn't have gone far because the road
is so rough. We've still got a chance to catch
up with them."

When Dhana Kaji asked Hirathaku if




they had left by motorcar, she could not lie to
him and admitted that Ganesh and her friends
had left by car.

Father and son wasted no time. Dhana
Kaji jumped on a bicycle and pedaled off while
Harshaman went looking for a vehicle to take
him up to Thankot. Though he ran all over
Lalitpur, hoping to find a willing driver, luck
was against him. However long he pleaded
with them, the drivers all said they would
not want to drive that terrible road, even in
dry weather. Given how slippery the road
was now, the monsoon rains had started, he
could not persuade anyone to drive him up
to Thankot. Eventually, he gave up and came
home.

Meanwhile, Dhana Kaji was not having
any luck either. By the time he reached
Kalimati, the wheels of his bike were heavy
with mud and it soon became impossible
to pedal further, so he got off his bike and
pushed it. After he had gone half a mile,
he encountered a group of villagers. Seeing
him pushing a bicycle on a road so mired in
mud that even walking was difficult, they
looked at him with pity. Noting their quizzical
expressions, Dhana Kaji's determination
faltered.

"Brother, where are you coming from?"
he asked one of

"Balambu," the man replied. "Where are
you going? You do not look like you are from
around there. What takes you that way? Why
are you pushing your bike along this muddy
road?"

Given Balambu's proximity to Thankot,
Dhana Kaji surmised that the villagers would
have seen the car in which his sister was
traveling.

"I have work there, but the road is
terrible," he said, "Tell me, did you see a car
pass this way?"

"Are you out of your mind?" the man
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exclaimed. "Even when it's dry, cars rarely take
this road. No driver would be stupid enough

to take it in the monsoon season. No cars have
passed. They couldn't get through."

"I see," said Dhana Kaji. "But by any
chance, did you meet a group on foot -- three
young girls, a young man, older woman?"

"No, we haven't seen them. It is only you
whom we've met so far."

Discouraged, Dhana Kaji decided to go
home. Finding his father at the house, the two
exchanged stories and concluded that, given
the state of the road, Ganesh and Mana Kaji
must have turned back and were now hiding
out in Kathmandu or Lalitpur, most likely in
the house of one of Laxmi Maya's relatives.

Harshaman launched a thorough search
for his children. Only after it proved fruitless,
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did he learn that the car that carried Ganesh and
the others had returned having dropped them
off at the base of Chandragiri. Realizing that
by now they would have started their ascent,
he asked the police to have them apprehended
at the Bhimphedi checkpost. He ordered Dhana
Kaji to hike up to the checkpost in the shortest
possible time to bring them back. He also sent
amessage to a business associate who lived in
Bhimphedi Bazaar, asking for his help. |

Source: Beloved Daughter
(The Story of Dhammawati Guruma)
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