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Dharmaditya Dharmacharya

A leader of Buddhist Revival Movement
& H.L Singh

Dharmaditya Dharmacharya
(1902-1963) was probably the
greatest name in the history of
modern Buddhism in Nepal. It was
he who brought in a
revolution promoting
consciousness among the
Nepalese Buddhists. He
was also instrumental in
reviving Theravada
Buddhism after an
eclipse for over two
millennium or so. The
credit for the positive
changes in the Buddhist
society of the Kathmandu Valley goes
to Dharmaditya Dharmacharya. His
education in Calcutta discipleship
under Anagarika Dharmapala of Sri
Lanka and his own interest in
Buddhism led Jagat Man Vaidya to
change his name to Dharmaditya
Dharmacharya.

Born and brought up at
Chikamvahi, Saptapura Mahavihar,

in Patan, he did matriculation in
Calcutta. His father Brishaman, a
scholar in Sanskrit, had access to
Prime Minister Juddha Shumshere in
the capacity of a Vaidya
and succeeded in sending
Jagatman to Calcutta to
study commerce under
the government
scholarship. Though he
was admitted to
commerce college, he
began to study Buddhism
visiting the library of the

Dharmaditya Dharmacharya Mahabodhi Society. He

found that Buddhism could not be
learnt well without understanding
Pali, the original language of
Buddhism. The Buddhist literature
which he studied at the Calcutta
library and the Buddhist revivalist
movement led by Sinhalese monk
Anagarika Dharmapala had a deep
influence in his mind. Dharmapala
was staying in Calcutta in custody




The scene of the first Buddhist Literary Confernce held at Shri Dharmarajika

o> .h

Vihar, Calcutta, in December 1928. Dharmaditya looking thin and with garland, was
Convenor of the Confernce. Seated lefi to him Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore.
Courtesy: Dharma Man Newa, son of late Dharmaditya Dharmacharya

from 1914 to 1922 under order from
the Indian and Ceylonese
governments for his strong national
views and Buddhist promotion
activities. Dharmaditya visited the
Dharmarajika Vihar constructed in
Calcutta in 1919 whenever he could
find time. He saw in Dharmapala a
living incarnation of Theravada
Buddhism. Whenever he saw
Dharmapala his mind was disturbed

as if he woke up suddenly. He

listened to the sermons of
Dharmapala..
Under the magnetic influence

of Dharmaditya Dharmacharya a
campaign for the Buddhist revival
was launched in Nepal. During the
Rana rule, the reform activities of
any kind could not be launched in
Nepal. So he worked for the
Buddhist cause while in Calcutta
along with the continuation of his
study,. He wrote in several
languages such as Hindi, English
and Newari. He published The
Himalaya Buddhist in Hindi and
Bengali and one in English with the
help of Dr. Benimadhab Barua of
Calcutta as co-editor. He formed the




Indian Buddhist Association, Nepal
Buddha Margi Sangha, Kalimpong
Buddhist Association. He went to
Sri Lanka and Burma for gathering
support to his mission. He organised
the All India Buddhist Conference
in Calcutta, in December 1928.
Rabindranath Tagore, the Nobel
Laureate, participated in that
conference. Dharmaditya
Dharmacharya was the convenor and
general secretary of the organising
committee. His fame spread here and
there in the Buddhist Asia. He was
invited to accept the post of secretary
of the committee to hold the
International Buddhist Conference in
Japan. Dharmaditya sought
permission of the Rana government
to go to Japan. But he was refused
giving a warning not to go to Japan
or face permanent expulsion. He sent
Dr. Benimadhab Barua to do the job.

In 1926 monks were expelled
from Nepal for open public alms
begging by wearing saffron robes.
Then, the monks arrived in Calcutta.
Dharmaditya  Dharmacharya
published the photos of expelled
monks and Tibetan Lama Tsering
Norbu to publicize the injustice and

cruelty done to Nepalese monks by

the Rana rulers. The strong appeal
of Dharmaditya Dharmacharya led
the Mahabodhi Society to declare
protection of the exiled monks by
granting shelter.

The interest in Newari and
Buddhist revival activities cost him
his scholarship. He was called back
by the Rana government. He was
consigned to the obscurity of Rana
administration by appointing him a
Kharidar (scribe) of lower rank in
government service at the Udhyog
Parishad (Industrial Council) in
1936. Dharmaditya married and had
sons and daughters. The job at
Udhyog Parishad kept him busy. Even
then, his spirit and sacrifice for the
Buddhist revival did not dampen. He
worked hard for the cause he stood
for. After his return from Calcutta in
1923, he formed a trust called Nepal
Buddhist Promotion Association in
Lalitpur and the Buddhist Relief
Association in Kathmandu in 1924
with Khadga Raj, Triratna Man,
Buddha Ratna, Kuldip and
Chittadhar Hridaya as members. In
the Buddha Dharma, the magazine
which he edited, he wrote: "It is a
sad thing that in Lumbini where
Lord Buddha was born where there




still thousands of |

Buddhamargis

(followers of the & 2%

Buddha), Buddha
Jayanti is not
observed. It is
therefore necessary
that a worship
procession is held on
the auspicious
occasion of Vaisakha

Purnima. Let us start

the worship of Lord

Buddha at the main 1

Buddhist sites like
Manjupattang
Ashokapatan and
Lumbini, - Thel
observation of the
same in Lumbini is
indispensable as it is
the most important
place where Prince
B u d d h a
born. ”(Siddhartha)

He taught Pali at

Tribhuvan University
for sometime. He jn Ne

also worked as
publicity secretary of

the Mahabuddha | Know
Renovation | :

C'or‘n'mittee formed to

"€ restore the Mahabouddha

Mandir destroyed by the
Great Earthquake in 1934.
As sincere devotee of the
Buddhist cause, he had

i\ great attachment to the.

Buddhist shrines. It is to
note that during his days
the Buddhists of the

o o Kathmandu Valley and the
people of other parts of

Nepal were not all aware

# of the importance of

Lumbini.:

Dharmaditya initiated the
tradition of observing the
Buddha Jayanti in
Kathmandu. The Buddha
Jayanti was first observed
in Kathmandu at the prayer
room of Tuladhar merchant

| Dharmaman Shahu under

the leadership of

* Dharmaditya
. Dharmacharya. Among
. other works he did were
helping: the renovation of the

4n | Kindol Vihara and the

establishment of Nepal

& Bhasha Sahitya Mandal
. with Lokman Singh,




Pushpa Lal Pradhan, Bhairab
Bahadur Pradhan as members.
Dharmaditya imported the colour
pictures of the life of the Buddha and
distributed them. Among other things
he also took an active part in a
movement calling for the handover
of the administration of Bodhgaya
from the Brahmin priests to Buddhist
monks.

But Dharmaditya's life had a
tragic end. He could not continue his
mission of reviving Buddhism as he
desired. He married and had several
sons and daughters. In order to
support his sons and daughters he
had to work overtime doing the job
of correspondence in business
houses. He could not take part in
reform activities. The decline of
Dharmaditya's popularity was
noticed by many of his admirers. His
unorthodox views and reform
activities which angered the Rana
rulers were mainly responsible for
his imprisonment and morale
breakdown. Scholars are of the view
that Dharmaditya's creativity was
killed by the Rana government.
Kesar Lall wrote: "Upon his return
to Nepal, his talent and learning
were wasted and his great

enthusiasm withered in a hostile
environment". Kamal P. Malla
dedicated his book Classical
Newari Literature to the memory of
Dharmaditya Dharmacharya and said
that Dharmaditya was a Buddhist
scholar and reformer who, "like a
candle, burning at both ends,
illuminated too intensely, though too
briefly, only to be extinguished for
good by the adversities of a life of
obscurity to which he was consigned
by the despotic Ranas."

There was a massive change
in the life to Dharmaditya before"
returning home from Calcutta and
after returning home. "His
scholarship: and zeal won him many
friends in the West, Japan and India
including Sylvain Levi, S.K
Chatterjee, Hara Prasad Shastri and
Takakusu."
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& M.80. in Urban Design & Conservetion (2 yrs.) « Bachelor in Electrioal Engineering (4 yrs.)

» Bachelor in Civil Engineering (4 yrs.) . for in & r Enai 4 yre.)
& Baghelor in Architecture (8 yrs.) Bache omputer Engineering (4 yrs.

» Bachelor in Computer Engineering (4 yrs.)

= Bachelor in Electronios, Communication & Autometion Engineering (4 yrs.)
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Email = info@khec com.np | info@khwapa edu np | Website | www khec edi.np | www khwopa.edu.np
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Facilities:
Admission Ope“!! Well Equipped Computer Lab
Library Facility
Playgroup to Science / Math Laboratory
Class 9 Auditorium

Audio - Visual Room
Playground
School under CCTV survelliance
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Bharwacho, Bhaktapur-1
01-6615912




