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A Milestone in Lumbini Study

Oriental scholars, who had be-
gun their researches in the domain of
Indian literature, in the
beginning of 20th
century, were put to
"great perplexity of
thought at the discov-
ery made of the exist-
ence of a religion
called after the Bud-
dha, in the Indian
philosophical
books". Sir William
Jones, H.H. Wilson
and Colebrook were
embarrassed in being
unable to identify the
Buddha. Dr. Marshman in 1824, said"
that Buddha was the Egyptian Apis,
and Sir Williamjones solved the prob-
lem by saying that he was no other than
the Scandinavian Woden. But in June
1837, the whole of the obscure history

25 _H.L. Singh

of India and Buddhism was made
clear by the deciphering of the rock-
cut edicts of Ashoka
the Great in Girnar and
Kapur-dagiri by that 'la-
mented archeologist
James Prinsep.

The establish-
ment of the Royal Asi-
atic Society by Sir Wil-
liam Jones was a his-
toric step in the explo-
ration of cultural and
historical heritage and
of arts, science and lit-
erature of Asia. As far
as the exploration of
Lumbini is concerned it is a very great
welcome step. In 1837 James Princep
discovered the key to the Brahmi al-
phabet. This helped archaeology to
free itself from its antiquarian and lit-
erary affiliations.
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In 1871 Alexander Cunningham
became the Director General of the Ar-
cheological Survey of India. Since then
he conducted a countrywide explora-
tion of archaeological remains in In-
dia. He traced the route taken by the
Chinese pilgrims and rediscovered
many important Buddhist sites in In-
dia, which were forgotten many centu-
ries ago. The then Rana rulers of Nepal
had kept the country closed to foreign-
ers and no archaeological investigations
and such activities were allowed. The
archeologists of that time were not able
to locate the birthplace of Lord Bud-
dha as well as other important Bud-
dhist sites like Kapilvastu where Prince
Siddhartha had spent his early 29 years
and other sites of Buddhist importance.

As the foreign archaeologists
were not allowed to explore the
Nepalese Terai, they had to calculate
the location of Buddhist sites in Nepal
concentrating in the Basti district of
Uttar Pradesh in India. One of the ma-
jor problems was that there was no map
of the Nepal Terai and it was not an
easy task to examine the region prop-
erty and carefully. They made just a
hypothetical calculation about the lo-

cation of these sites.

Dr. Fuhrer was commissioned
in 1896 to advise the Nepal Govern-
ment in the exploration and excavation
of Lumbini. He developed his views
after he was able to establish the pre-
cise location of Lumbini garden, the
birthplace of the Buddha, with the help
of the inscribed Ashoka pillar at
Lumbini, which was very valuable in
the search for Kapilvastu. Taking mto
consideration the distance of Lumbini
from Kapilvastu, as calculated by Dr.
Fuhrer from the records of Hiuen
Tsang, he felt that the remains at
Tilaurakot and the surrounding Villages
are those of Kapilvastu. Situated at a
straight distance of three kilometers to
the north east of Taulihawa, a district
headquarters in the central part of Tarai,
the ancient site of Tilaurakot is named
after the village of Tilaura, . Fuhrer was
the first explorer to place Kapilvastu in
Nepal's map. However, while taking a
decision of such great importance, he
ignored completely the distance of
Lumbini from Kapilvastu as recorded
by Fa hsien and Hiuen Tsang. Dr.
Fuhrer categorically mentioned that the
discovery of the Ashoka Edict pillar in
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Lumbini grove at Rummindei enabled
him to fix also the site of Kapilvastu
and of the sanctuaries in its neighbor-
hood. ' '

U Thant, Secretary General of
the United Nations, visited Lumbini in
April 1967. He saw the Mayadevi
Mandir and paid obeisance to the
Ashoka pillar. He also enquired about
the pillar with Bhikshu Ariruddha in
Burmese language. The sad flight of
Lumbini made U Thant very sad. Tears
flowed out from his eyes. Then, he
composed himself, turned to Bhikshu
Aniruddha and said, "I will take some
steps for the development of Lumbini,
the birthplace of the Buddha. This ini-
tiative falls under my moral responsi-
bility. | am a confirmed Buddhist from
the bottom of my heart. I consider my-
self fortunate or blessed to have the
opportunity of visiting this sacred land.
Today I feel myselfthat the goal of my
life is fulfilled. Blessed is the land
of Nepal and Lumbini where Lord
Buddha was born."

During his short stay, U Thant
expressed his desire to help Bhikshu
Aniruddha but the Bhikshu told him
about the shortage of drinking water in

Lumbini. U Thant was impressed by
selfless desire of the Bhikshu.

In 1979 President Jayevardene
visited Lumbini accompanied by His
Majesty King Birendra. During the visit
Sri Lankan President expressed his wish
to do something for the development
of Lumbini and asked the monk Ven.

Bimalananda what was the urgent need
of Lumbini. The monk presented the
problem of the absence of resting place

for the pilgrims visiting there. As are-

sult, the Sri Lanka Pilgrim Guest

House was constructed by the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka.

Some years later. Ranasinghe
Premadasa, President of Sri Lanka, ac-
companied by Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala visited Lumbini. As Ven.
Bimalananda was ordained in Sri




Lanka, the President knew him and
as wished by the monk, the President
donated some money for construct-
ing residential facilities for the monksh
as well as for the security of sacred
areas of Lumbini.

A decade later, the then UN
Secretary General U Thant visited
Lumbini and called upon the interna-
tional community to develop Lumbini.
As aresult, an International Commit-
tee for the Development of Lumbini
was formed under the auspices of the
United Nations in 1970. In the same
year, His Majesty's Government of
Nepal instituted the Lumbini Devel-
opment Committee to co ordinate the
activities at national level. In 1985
Committee became the Lumbini De-
velopment Trust (LDT).

In 1972, Prof. Kenzo Tange
was assigned the task of preparing
the Master Plan. The basic orienta-
tion and functional layouts of the
project were defined in the "Final Out-
line Design for Lumbini" compiled by
Kenzo Tange. The Master Plan was
approved by the government of Nepal
and the United Nations in 1978.
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