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The Sacred Relies

L.Jayawardane

As was the custom among the Bud-
dhists, the sacred relics of these great dis-
ciples of the Buddha were distributed
among the followers. Later they were en-
shrined in dagabas and stupas so they could
be worshipped and honoured.

It was only in the nineteenth century
Sanchi was revived, after the arrival of the
British  archaeologist  Alexander
Cunningham. This famous Commissioner
of Archaeology in British India discovered
Sanchi in 1851 and wrote his book "Bhilsa
Topes". Cunningham brought out the im-
portance of this ancient city then in ruins.

Treasure-hunters made a bee-line for
Sanchi. One of them, Capt. Johnson tried
to dig up the stupa looking for treasure.
When he tried to digup the Stupa One, the
Gateway and part of the railings had col-
lapsed. He found nothing.

One of the adventurers and treasure-
hunters Capt. F.C. Maisey, discovered the
sacred relics. When he excavated the stupa
No.3 of Vidisagiri in Sanchi, he unearthed
a large stone reliquary. On its lid were en-
graved the Brahmi letters "Sa" and "Ma".
Inside this stone reliquary were two cas-
kets appeared in Brahmi script of Asokan
times the name of the legends "Sapurisa
Sariputtassa" and "Sapurisa Maha
Moggallana". Sir Alexander Cunningham

examined the relics and authenticated them
as being those of the Buddha's chief dis-
ciples, whom Buddhist literature speak so
eloquently and fervently.

Cunningham searching ruins found the
Asokan pillar was broken into three pieces by
a local Zamindar and was being used as a sug-
arcane press. He managed to retrieve all the
pieces that now lie beside the stupa. He exca-
vated the remains of monasteries and discov-
ered smaller stupas.

After the discovery and authentication
of the body relics of Sariputta and
Moggallana, the disciples of Lord Buddha,
they were removed from their resting
place, in Sanchi, by General Cunningham,
the then Archaeological Commissioner of
India, and taken to England where they were
kept in the Victoria Albert Museum in Lon-
don, where thousands of artifacts from the
British Empire had found home.

Undoubetedly, the British Imperialists
of the day had their interest in archaeo-
logical matters and they showed an inter-
est in Sanchi for historical purposes. Fol-
lowing the discovery of the relics in 1851,
the jungles were partly cleared and reno-
vation work on the stupas was done, but
the relics remained in London.

There was a renewed interest in Sanchi
when Maha Bodhi decided that it would be




the final resting place for these relics. Al- terest for its renovation work, but on the
though the Muslim ruler of Bhopal under Maha Bodhi Society of Sri Lanka fell the

whose jurisdiction Sanchi was showed in- full responsibility and also the management
of the Maha Bodhi built temple - the
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"Fresh Food Fresh Mood"

Eliil [HRTHAT 'NORTHROOFTOP
L_J

SR A qg TP A ITHTAT TE RESTAURANT

AorefteeaT g-wmee feiy Tar IEiE]
AN o i Chandrayan Sweets

Itachhen, Bhaktapur-1, 01-6610050

Contact For
Varieties of Sweets, Lunch Boxes
for different kinds of ceremonies

and programs.
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BAGISWORI SECONDARY SCHOOL

Play group to Class 12
Class 11 812 »

TSLC - Co i i
Diploma in Civil Engineering
Ciass 9-12 : Civil Technical Education

Open School : Lower Secondary (6-8)- 2 year
Secondary (2-10)-1 year

BAGISWORI COLLEGE

Bachelor Programs

BAGISWORI COLLEGE
OF MANAGEMENT
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Facilities : ‘

Well Equipped Computer Lab
Library facility :
Science/Math Laboratory .
Auditorium -
Audio-Visual Room

Playground

School under CCTV surviliance
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