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Arhanali

Courtesan Turned Bhikshuni

Ambapali was born in the Royal garden of
Vaishali under a big and beautiful mango tree. As
she was discovered by a gardener lying at the foot
of the mango tree, so she was given the name of
Ambapali which means protected by mango tree.
And when she came of age, she was beautiful and
was known all over Vaishali as the most beautiful
woman. She excelled in dancing, singing and
playing musical instruments. Many princes of
Vaishali vied with one another to posses her.
There was strong competition among caste-
conscious Licchavi princes. There was even fear
of fighting and bloodshed. This critical situation
was put to an end by panchayat (a meeting of

elders). The Panchayat decided that Ambapali
should stay with all the suitors as their common
wife. King Bimbisara was one of them. The rivalry
was settied by appointing her as a chief courtesan
dancer of Vaishali. Because of her graceful
presence, Vaishali republic was very popular and
prosperous. Vaishali was the most democratic
and highly developed Licchavi republic situated in
the northern side of Gangetic fertile land (modern
uazzapbarpur, Bihar, India).

It is said that she charged the princes fifty
Karshapanas (golden coins) for spending a night
with her. Among Ambapali's men was King
Bimbisara. Ambapali gave birth to a son from
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courtship with King Bimbisara. The child became
a Buddhist monk by the name of Bhikku Bimal
Kodayanna. He influenced her mother to take
decision to renounce the world.

Later, Ambapali became disgusted with
fame and money to become a devout Buddhist
disciple. She built a vihara in her own garden and
presented it to Lord Buddha as an offering to the
Sangha. This was during the Buddha's last visit
to Vaishali sometime before his Mahaparinirvana
in Kushinagar. Ambapali heard of Lord Buddha's
visit to Vaishali sometime before his
Mahaparinirvana in Kushinagar. Ambapali heard
of Lord Buddha's visit to Ambapali VVana. She and
her retinue drove-out of the city in magnificent
chariots to see Lord Buddha. lord Buddha was
then delivering a discoursel After hearing the
discourse, she invited the Buddha and the Sangh
to accept bhojan for the next day. The Buddha
accepted her invitation. Ambapali was very lucky
that the Buddha himself accepted her offer.

When she was returning excited with the
Buddha's acceptance of her invitation to bhojan,

she met some powerful and prestigieus Licchavi.

princes of Vaishali. The Licchhavi Princes were
also going to the Buddha to invite him for bhojan
the next day. But when the princes came to know
that Lord Buddha had already accepted the
invitation of Ambapali they were disappointed.
They were prepared to offer her any amount of
money if she was prepared to give them the
opportunity to invite the Buddha for bhojan in their
residence. But Ambapali was no longer interested
to heed to their request no matter whatever they
offered herin return.

Just before Ambapali's visit to Lord
Buddha, the Buddha had admonished the monks
to be steadfast and mindful themselves. and that
they should not lose their sense about her beauty.

It was after theis meal that Ambapali
offered the beautiful Ambapali Vana, to the Buddha
and the Sangha. The Buddha accepted the gift
and stayed there sometime before going to Beluva.

The Buddha preached three suttas there, two of
them being on the importance of the satipatthana
(mindfulness). In the third sutta he dwelt on the
impermanence of all Sankharas (worldly things).
Ambapali: Courtesan of Vaisali

It is not inappropriate that the Buddha
should have delivered a lesson on mindfulness in
Ambapali's grove at Vaisali. Ambapali was the most
beautiful, most popular, and most rich courtesan
in Vaisali. On one level, she represented everything
from which the Buddha would have his follower turn
away: slavery to the senses and to luxury. However,
courtesans in India were often great artists, singers,
dancers and poets. Their talents were coupled with
a unique wisdom, gained through their professional
experiences of the weaknesses that assault the
mind and body. In order to gain power over her
clients and seduce from them her living, the
courtesan had to be able to understand and
manipulate her client's sexual and emotional
vulnerabilities. The client is no helpless victim. He
knows he is entering a dangerous, game and while
he does not want to win that game, he does not
want to lose it wholly either. Thus, the courtesan
mustfind and play on ility stropger than her
client knows to lie within him. Because of her keen
knowledge of the human temper, the courtesan has
often been understood to keep herself at a cynical
distance from the webs of lust and love.

She must be mindful, if cynically so, in
order to win the love game many times over. She
must win early and often, for she knows, more
trenchantly than many lay disciples that the
body's beauty is fleeting. If the courtesan is
cynically mindful of physical frailty, she may be,
at the same time, poignantly and wisely so. At
the height of her powers, Ambapali invited the
Buddha to dine at her house and then donated
her mango grove to his order. He verse in the
Therigatha, composed when she had joined the
order in her later years, is a moving expression of
the body’s fickle changes.

L
ofs ofe ole

[93|



& & grg o ‘=R, v

qg s fagrT worare Qfemfaear sed
AN T | AR T A9 AR 7 gy faEr,
QORI A an & Wi, sfterg, awt s fraaam,
Fratfean, agemog, i gF ofiERs Ugw 47
ge® fagre ooeoEn oft am-amwR defier
qeerTa! Afagiasar seg= WaT o | auhy
Fawt o A @ | ax {eht wew W o g
am firetr g vt S TR F A | qE9A
T gEwt &0, weon mi T afdeed @ e
gHged afy wREwd wraa fowt o | a1 faE
weEaTE X g UW ;TR WUH! a1 g9 gEed
wuw geedt fame TR @t afeet gg
fagre weeaE & g wdwr T suwr fawmes
wEeaqul Wirwr @9 © | a9 gt et
wmifee® e T afowmn oft #& 3 ¥ AT,
e fagreet mifses o WO @ | e
wwt wd e smeo™ wvoew @ (Fr=faen, )
gege) &Y | wEwr st ufq ad o | fmw -
ferarcor 7, aficer o & arn o of Rt
wd @ | o R we dEww weE @Y | 9 Wi
WEGHT SEEICE TR WO ST (qTel WTE) &
gaem WusE fagre wer wfgwa afv w=ew
agwr 0 wifw dg wifeer (Orginal Buddhist
Litreture) AT Je9@ WUH! &7 | Saaen fagreg
IO WA TS | TR wee it W @ |
at fagre e qg wfifratorer 4% wwa ofts srafq

W g uH SEEEE ygwWia. woufe dewa
AT garraTE & faEre weeswy yan ofi faert
T2 rgw & | ofs ot weewr sTTwar woufe
aifer weare wow ‘fage wer famat sivvien
o vt | anflae e weend & ofts gz aviet
TR ATGATHT gFer qat Qfearfes srwan
frat | mwaemfa T wiw far e
aat g NPT W T s HETewfowt g7 o
e g ardens fage & W= afes | g
R T g FE ATHOT TR ATRIATHAETY
g g 1€ AW Siares ey =
(HETTAT W) avgeaa afq smwAr anfide afafafy
¥ srded ofv srom ar fr = we fafe
Tt govTAr g fadt | o gE g e
wet afa saww faga | wwwror e s
fage @1 W W q@ aEe afr & g@w
o | wE uw o sEEwreR o ar-ame
Wk W wavw X afee | e gvemw o
geyETaET aiferea s g afafafa o
srdaTd wftew WA nfew | T o awEEe
s i ety T staed e Wy e |
firg e e Wi afy aTfie fefafe
T srder Aty W WA 1 | s g dgered
e e fage ar arew & e afes | @@
g¥wT g SEiEE Juew Jufewewe faeg
fireoft smmfcege @t & fagroar @@< =1, B

9]




nfre | 7W, W fafere | saefiw, seei=
g fafre sffe oo 7R ae-w T 9@ quar
gfes 3 & faEe | S o & 97 sifaw
WUH! T ¥y TUEEH WG °qH =T A sfaw
aafiw mwost frat | wwaeRfa g7 adar 99
Fut gfegm aroew wowr wifeee | g a ot e
WeE AT WO WeE qifet dtg afeemara fagrd
e ggwt Hraaererfa AT JgH = e
S O IE AR B |

atz wifier sqa ot «twwr fagd
emagweeT 79 faf= w1 @oewr vs o 97
Feafe wowt famt wa frgrd dew qgafea <= s
9@ TN WOH FU IE TRCH B | I
qE® I A TUAEE TEN AW o |
gaerg afs wea ad whmt | st f5u dg
AfEAAEC U3¢ g3 wraaste (Buddha Period)
T g W BN 3¢ @ | EST g7 A
afeg st g7 It g srafirerd garaT wret
wn g | At % qEEEw! wEAETERRE ¥ ST
ar fagTT W= WeT TERET | Ui Ier@ WO
% | 98 uduqae R ar am wer aeetee
qRHT 99 Y=Y OF O, 915, W A fae |
wgartea i sraa fafee e om0 ofes
s wu Aty gg tfcfmfosr 4% wwaefs (qo ot
R wafeaufe) ¥ & fagreey swmae, w@ww aifaw
gyare of gegE w9 FEW oq@r | A o™
AuremuEst dg R (@waft @ oo
fergrez®) W arwerw afi gaeT et gy (9y /9y
waTE! i SweEEET 99 T W U #uEe,
artaw fregee firepofiee T sTwe T Sufees
e wHwEoTR wifr g€ I A TR I
WOR! EET AT aTfed 9T greT 91 aeT atga
T8 qg MAva] ToEgwel £ 78 e Wt
qA TrHwAIAIgA—WOR AAfq SqAREd T
sweifire Arfe! gfewoers w@er woat )

are fagT ae Te Swew of W e | 99
fagrer awmoft dg ww sMER & T T
7o | favwa ga®l wUE gEER AEETE
gaRen) e & wowr e | amew ofa
Jurer RugHtERT atet awar drg Reees o
@w fw wA T g 9 gt oA |
g1 A aRuefa witeae (e o
M) e, denelt, e A (SfRder s
amy) ¥ fafa srdgeane snowt weaEE wifeaeE
foeofage Aue wugw vaw woer fagy | 4 &
afergeare afs gefer aeefom snfer seonfaee
anfeardigedn g, fefva T@T 37w T
dust eaarR snfr fEerder af@y | whes
faelt, Tar RS It o off ot Ao
wugafas wagey v anfr faueft g2, fafa
4g, favavge, 390~ qg TG Ig, FAT IF
gft swreqwyst fa ¥ | weafe e ag
WEARTEHT W §AT g7 o sreqweEt |
favama nfes | @t 0 wfe dg efics s=a
& |t & |50 & SR WY Al Ao e ofe
‘faRTT’ e H QAT ek WURT WA A0 |
gfagra®r A FTHEEUIHT NEIEE ATTEHUSH qan
wufls (sferaswcor woafesy) afean gy f
farre Fmfor wf@r | oY R AeemogafsEr
gy wrawar P wifee | o R
frcaemn fmfor wowr g0 e wfies
ek whawr f fagre st g we e
WERQTH! Td ST WSl (qreerrar I
gfcacar afw q@er arufedt awer gharow et
AT ‘THAETET FTET R IRE WD |
et aigh st fovofamtom sfwdan frepfh
Y Jeor@ WO ‘gRiiweTens e o | aET
fagregewm werafus fRre (smer wErw fmr)
firdk & aqm wifg | wraafs st QT Al

|94




fafumr fammmr oft sftr aq? g\ qwn s
FHEwEA gfv faww wiufs Ieafas awat
fagr ofv famfor § o gam feom == <
wemTew foreodt w1emn g7 et s fra
T HOH WD | EEHOT A TS I
YR & g WA | gRaer §g e |
st wwea fage w@w o guare fmw, af, &=
foreofa TeeEare aft ag wxe st wum s
et sifeaw gt @9 a7 af, fagr, S fmor
™ ¥ froigre 79 = fefd ve s weifeg
T Y ToaEEE W gA weEt | Eae
Tae A wowr @grafd, e s gaww
w1 |
V) TWEeRe :- @y faEe 3w,
) T UHIG :- THATGETT
Y T firada - ofita e
¥) T Aed - sfme faEw
%) T syEdt - tefaE (Mo 9,33 ™)
aFaEs o qure wugwtaw fafas gt
fagrge gavwt o : afawr faEe, svasfa
fag, aq wivesw fagr, afewmen fag, mrase
farre qor ardian fagme & | aweme afv Iuewm
7% % faere fareofamfom e woer wo afisma
I™E WU B | 7E

IS Aot TATZEHT ATAAHTeT At af
AUTEHUEH AT ITAHIHT g8 aHHl famrat snfi
@en: af, Fagrge dwuwe fmtor woey fagt | &
FO TOEEA fF9 | fFavd wem TogE a7
wenfe arear fagw | fawaw fage | e dY
A waw wreen i of @ afy, Rew SEs
fmfor wot famt | & SeeATEe Fwior woE
iy | fereey du T gduuae fwion woey iy |
a1 weavare fmfor wost fagres gwasmn
ar gt fagreeE B | a At A e e,

ST HA ATF B | Fia FaErwe afreeae
afeshwur T sl o7 @ o | w0 R
@ e 9T wow o WA wf R e
e-aeadt deET ufthe WOwT B | aEET Sarsrar
A 7 afem | favam owtt © | gformE gaw
FIA@UIHT F THA THL §§ UH®! fawras anfir
gfead® srea e |

et yrwfaw yaw, e vva afera aoa
a1 gw, FiES awg wiwar afrsro rwrmae
92 U U T g7 T agnaty famee Suge
T g TBA | a1 HaeqTT dtg uHE Sqanire
ufx sfeafrum sraear e 770 | At mEeE
T WA Hedhd, TOMHTA dE w1 T sifgaant
AR FARATAT WEA DA G AE
T, agw Teifas ivreeare a@q sy
TN IAEEE AN AW | a¢ 9 g7 gd s
WOA | % qfiada wox may | dg wE dar ot
famfore fawmmt @237 o™ % wat | R A g7 o
quf RTAEATEEY o WORIS wigawTE SEE
oft a7 gd ywmaaEdt srufavam od faen
gF AW ATTH 6 WA A U FwT FEaH
s faeas wd gevdferm | & w0 of g
TAET O |

TEFIOT gZH GRAET of¥ aw eiEgE ofw
UHET ATHAT FNUT 79, WA T AchiioN aHE!
SAIEE YRFIHFTLIZER THT AURS 5 w1
awaw fava gomr o wE agew, fim, @@ T
FATUTH T WA g6 A THWAT | q7 oo
grEvraadt o | adEfas T adffm o ) 6 &
g¥ deptfom et framg ST s Tt |
iy ue uHET TeTEE uH dAfage, geHEW T
afex wieee a@w @ wd T #@aw gwom
AFWAT | SEHEd T, w9, Ot afia 9 e
T T T g u e iy | e R
¥ 97 gHE! JUTEE IJUTAHT FART, AU WU

19%]




T et s e | & afee 97 @
firey waerd g wa o1 am o o | SaEmer
ag ®faw qwgaT fag v W a9 T geiEE
AT JUTHF ITAREE TAWHL O : :
q) T faffEaTe - T dqEaE (R TR
JHtEF T (FWRT W) TR Saw dAwE (
ferrr) TR
3HATATIUEH (FE) WETeA saw
HAGACH (4 FEH! fagre) straedt
¥)feroman (wETeTieTn) srEsft gafw
FUeH! fagrt) st
¥) AT JA=I - et T (RETre) st
%) WTHIEE - Fiterae Fotarow (frm) sfieeas
) e FeEET Fiea
%) FTETHT (AT 3w - el - ATt 3w
Farreft
Q) Hew ¥ FumE efyarew (farmo)
q0) Wi &5 W yrafeww (fagro
19) FF%e A FTFHEW (farr)
R) Few q3-rar FEHH () g
93) Fa euet wnft spraewan afvowmoeg, suft
gEaR® i g6 aHaAT 4 99 T quens
fagR, o, @witen &= T R ST SuifawEs
4 & o | arwifam gt @wgHT LEE
saaTeft gAY e areafas @, ma T
safa fraw quR a=r wowT aafemee 97 o|
wa yfy Bt wox ywfem gaw ofam e 7
fagrT g o, aftan, @ anfy = ofeee | @
g g7 gHar fagw st geer gfaerast
w9 @ | dt & et gg afaEioEt 200 avufs
wrea auwt /i gure smtes ofy sreAt wfey
TEH! WS qare Afq A vIvEEe WueA
ww Iywa fE sl damt afin @fir o
ard g7 gdare & afy aniwr sufn e woaa
IEIR g7 gHS oy gare uHewT faafor afyg

(R

s FrdwT seEn faEe S ag | B EEE T
I €Y qWiH T ATHAT BT ATEHAT T ¥
Fqure drdaTATRl HAAT AqTEHUES IS
ITAHITRAST AfFaqIHT qaats, Fas,
gaTEtE T gafy v 9w dtg a7 fmior wwot
fagt | mmaufe ®are ams’ FeaEts
ArafgerdT B Srendl T vaTd IAqTEST awae
qryEa st faepoft fag, st faare fmfor
T geer @y} v swweRwar | @fE wgesn
DI ATERAT T AT T Feqwar | of vEfrE
ot e fauw war | ofs @ @ET FEgE
HETH! TAHT gF T | gEd A §uE amest
yrwuTare 3% fagre T Seuge Fmtor g o
yfgaaen ofq @@ gugwr a@®T deE antw
dw ufeo | awaawr gz gdAr A gEE!
wrEAwTER e AR 9T g7 adwr | afoeg
firey, fireqoft, Suras Sufesgeare & g3 ada
faare wiwTt s faama @w 5 | el
arEA FrAr aAw J fagreard oft stwer
AW AT & ¥ e |

arw s off af @ s e e
WU At qEETE WTeTOT T qewr oty @ | |f
HTAOT U TR VIR AT ARILOT FART 00
AR ATRIEH T T WIAHT e et dfeaw
aaife dER 9 uHEr [ SmRoEe RfY
AuemUEEtERT dig aded @ sifee afar |
s TR Wi WowT ferees frotigre wa T gEe
gafsfd fafm somr wo of d@wstor g oy | o
Tet fagrot & wfiwd wia o wmae o |
e Wiw dawer @fft & wowr | TEe 3
FEGH! | ARFRE TAEA T 3 WOH O |
o s A gt aE AW e @ faen e
w8 % wawry faro | 9w farre T
At e ™ Fae T8 |

. . e
O‘..O..QQ"

199]



L

J-.-:_,. R o DTS
i I Rl Al bd by 5

eiiple T s o 4

s .-.':- —!'ﬁi.' " 3

* Buddishm is a combination of both speculative and scientific philosophy.’ (History of western philosophy)
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