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R AT N .
Rahul Sankrityayana in Nepal

& H.L. Singh

There are a very few
Buddhits scholars and thinkers
of the stature of Rahul
Sankrityayana.

Perhaps afew names
could be mentioned. They
were Anagarika Dharmapala
of SriLanka, B.R. Ambedkar of
India and Professor Tucci of
Italy. Rahul Sankrityayana
made a considerable
contribution in different
fields: religion, philosophy,
travelogue, history, politics,
archaeology and literature.
He influenced by Buddhism
that he became a Buddhist
changing his name to Rahul
Sankrityayana from Kedarnath Pandey.

It was his great interest and research in
Buddhism which drew him to Nepal and Tibet.
His deep understanding of Buddhism, his
opposition to orthodoxy and his free thinking
were remarkable features of his life.
Indefatigable traveler as he was he took the
message of the Budda wherever he went like a
missionary. He was one of the few Indian scholars
who strove for the revival of Buddhism in India
and elsewhere. His book on Buddhist philosophy,
his researches on the ancient Buddhist history and
travelogues and novel give a vivid account of
Buddhist thought and philosophy.

Rahul Sankritayan

A great scholar of
Sanskrit, Pali, Hindi, Rahul was
also a doyen among the
Tibetologists. He was
attracted by the Himalayas.
He tried to settle in places of
northern India. He also tried
Kalimpong, Sikkim and Nainital
but at last found a home at
Herncliffe, Mussourie. Writing
in a quarterly called Himalaya,
Rattan Lal Bisotra says, “both
Tucci and Rahul were lovers of
the Himalayas. Both were
devoted to the Himalayas,
Tibetan art and thought,
history, religion, literature,.
Rahul’s works pertaining to
people at large were more comprehensive and
within the understanding of common reader
whereas Tucci’s objective was more confined to
artand its symbolic significance.”

Rahul had a very close contact with
Nepal and the Nepalese people. He had written
in his books that he was grateful to the Nepalese
people for their contribution in his life. According
to Rahul, at the age of 10 he was influenced by a
certain Baba from Pokhara, Nepal.

Chittadhar Hridaya wrote, “He came to
Nepal as a saint pilgrim on the occasion of
Shivaratri. But he had been here with a wish to
visit Tibet. At the time he was a saint not a




Vaisnavite, nor an Arya Samaiji”. Being influenced
by Anagarika Dharmapal, Mahasthavira
Bodhananda and Chandramani, he took to
Buddhism. After the Shivaratri festival when he
was on the lookout for a companion to go to
Tibet, Ven Dhammaloka helped him to stay at the
Kindol Vihara in concealment. Then, he took Rahul
to Helambu to enable him to go to Tibet. Rahul
Sankrityayana stayed at the house of Dharmaman
Shahu when he was in Kathmandu.

Rahul came to Nepal for the first time
on Jnuary 13, 1923, to see the Triveni Mela held
on the bank of the Gandaki. From there he came

" to Kathmandu at the time of Shivaratri. Pandit
Hemaraj Sherma went to see him when Rahul
was staying at Vairagi Akhada at Thapathali on
February 15, 1923, This meeting culminated in
fast friendship between the two. In two of his
writings, “To whom | am grateful” and “My life’s
journey”, Rahul had expressed that he was
grateful to Hemaraj for the latter’s assistance to
his study of Nepal-Tibet relations and in the study
and research of ancient Nepalese manuscripts
and texts. “Rajguru Hemraj was an encyclopaedia
of Nepal. He was proficient in all shastras of
Sansrit” ....... Wrote Rahul.

Chandra Shumshere, while on his outing
for visiting the temple on the occasion of
Shivaratri, went to Vairagi Akhada to see Rahul.
Chandra Shumshere then had a chat with Rahul.

The second time he came to Kathmandu
he visited the residence of Chiniya Lama at
Boudha. After sometime he stayed at the
residence of Dharmaman Shahu of Tanlachhen
Tole of Kathmandu. Dharmaman Shahu had Kothi,
atrading house at Lhasa, and he arranged lodging
and boarding for Rahul there. Rahul had
expressed a deep sense of gratitude to

Dharmaman Shahu saying, “Some Buddhist
households of Nepal knew my plan to visit Tibet
for the study of the Bouddha Dharma. They
helped me. But the help of Dharmaman Shahu
was exceptional. Rahul was in Kathmandu for the
third time in November, 1934. That time .the
earthquake created a panic of huge magnitude in
Kathmandu, Patan and Bhaktapur. A large
number of rare texts and manuscripts of the
ancient times were destroyed by the quake. This
shocked Rahul a lot. Rahul also attended the
Fourth World Buddhist Conference held in
Kathmandu in 1956.

Mahanama, a Nepali monk, had the
opportunity of being the witness of last days of
Rahul on earth. Mahanama was known to Rahul
in Ceylon. Mahanama took care of Rahul and also
on his death from brain paralysis did perform the
death ritual in accordance with the Buddhist
tradition.

Rahul had written a book entitled Nepal
sometime in 1953, but it was not published. The
disappearance of this manuscript is attributed to
his sharp comments on the Rana rule. The
manuscript was read by Commander-in Chief
Padma Shumshere and Pandit Hemaraj. They
advised Rahul to soften the words about the
Ranas. K.P. Jayaswal, an Indologist, was a friend
of Rahul. Jayaswal wanted to come to enable for
the historical research. Under the Rana
administration, he had to seek permission of the
government for visiting Nepal. Rahul met Pandit
Hemraj and secured permission for the
government. Besides Hemraj, Rahul had made
many friends in Nepal. Chittadhar Hridaya,
Dharma Ratna, Yami, Dharmaman Shahu, Bhikshu
Dhammaloka, etc, were some of them.
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