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Ashoka's Contribution in the
Publicity of Buddhism

The emperor Ashoka can
be taken as the especial person in o
publicizing Buddhism among the '
Buddhists who purseued his teach-
ing . He had publicized the Dharama
up to 600 miles far from his mother-
land . He had sent the team of | o
monks and nuns by forming them b a
for the publicity of Buddhism and '

sent to Srilanka, Burma, Syria, -fréﬁ /. e

into a single strand by taking the
message of love!" by saying these
words, he enunciated his weapons

on the tenth day of bright fort night
of Ashwina. In this way, Ashoka had
declared Buddhism as the state re-
; ligion by becoming the followen of
=, A & non-violence.

Now, Ashoka took pilgrimage in-
stead of war Voyage and involved

Sayareen, Vakainia, China and Ja-
pan. Ashoka was the son of King

Prof, Suwarna Sakya

himself in the publicity of Bud-
dhism. He made resided to monks

Bindusara of Maurya Dynasty. His

mother's name was Subhadrangee. She was
daughter of Brahmin of town of Champa. When
Ashoka was born, the king had asked queen what
name they should give to newly born son. Since
her shoka (misery) illuminated form the time of
son's birth, he should be named as Ashoka, the
queen had replied. Thus his name was kept ac-
cordingly. King Bindusara had 12 queens and the
eldest son's name was 'Sumana'. Sunce Aahoka
had helped in tasks of the state and was rich of
various qualities and was also given hand by the
ministers, he becane the king by keeping behind
the price Sumana. According to the Sinhalese
folklore, Ashoka became king after four year of
death of King Bindusara in 268 BC.

Ashoka invaded a place called Kalinga
which was situated near the gulf of Bengal at the
center of Godavaree and Mahanadee rivers on the
ninth year of his coronation. King Ashoka had vic-
tory there. This war which was succeeded by flow-
ing the river of blood transferred the heart of em-
peror Ashoka. And his life's turning point was
changed. There, he deternined himself-"Now forth,
| won't have war with anyone and will tie this world

and nuns by making religious es-
tablishment and monastry in different places by
organizing exhibition with religious objective. He
had made the system of listening religious dis-
course by discussing it .He ordered to write in-
scriptions of religious principles and sermons on
the stones of mountains, stone pillars and cave.
He had stoppped the fire-sacrifices that inspire
useless observance and animal sacrifice which
were performed during birth-death marriage-rite of
tonsure ceremonies. He had provided facility of
streets, shade and shelters, tap and well and trees
planting by facilitating the hospital even for ani-
mals. He had contributed in Buddhism by writting
Buddhist canons in pali language.

During that period, Buddhist was divided
into eighteen parts. In that way, as some dispute
arise in comtemporary Buddhist Sangha. Ashoka
organized the Third Council in the presidentship
of venerable monk Upagupta in order to slove out
the argument. Ashoka wiped out the laxity and
evil tat appeared in Buddhism through that coun-
cil. And he supplied new life to that religion. After
this council, different monks were sent to various
places for promulgation of the religion. Among
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those assigned monks, Majjhantika in Kashmeera
and Gandhara, Mahendra in Lanka (Tamrapamee),
Maharakshita in Yawandadesha, Sona in
Swarnabhoomi, Mahendeva in Uttara, Maisoora,
Kasyapa, Pajjhimamooladeva, Sahadeva and
Dundubhirachara in Himalaya region. Rakshita in
Northern Kanara (Banabasee),
Mahadhammarakkhita in Maharastra and Yaunaka
in province of Kankama were sent. The daughter
of emperor Ashoka called Sanghamitra had gone
to Lanka with a branch of Sacred Bodhi Tree since
she was requested. Five hundred women of Lanka
had accepted Buddhism with her. The state of
Lanka became filled up with Lord Buddha's teach-
ing when the king also granted Buddhism and
40,000 people became Buddhists there.

In this way, 84 thousand people accepted
Buddhism in Himalaya region whereas 40 thou-
sands people near Maisoora acknowledge it.
Thirty seven thousand people became monk there.
Twenty eight thousand people entered into Bud-
dhism in provice of Kankama while 84 thousands
became Buddhists in Maharashtra and 13 thou-
sands became monk. In Kashmeera 80 thou-
sand along with the king became Buddhists and
one million became monk there. In the state of
Yawandadesha which lies at the northern west-
ern border of India, 70 thousand people turned
into Buddhism and ten thousand people spent
the monkshood life.

We can find may histories of the inci-
dences of war that had been fought in the name of
religion. Ashoka has said in a stome inscription
feeling that people haven't pursued the real reli-
gion-"l would like to see each opinion raised and
bloomed through the means of religion". In an an-
other insciption, he had said that religion means
to remain aloof from sin and to do good work or to
follow pity, bequest, truth and limpidness.

Ashoka had blown the trumpet of religion
through stone-insciption, pillar-inscription and
writings in den in every nook and corner of his
state. These columns written in huge stones were
found of 45 meter high and weight of tons. The
polish implied in those inscription is so original
that it seems as if were done today only. The 3

inscription writings that were written in cave have
been found near the mountain of Gaya.

The huge nine column writings were found
in following places at Niglihawa and Lumbini of
Nepal, at Topara near Ambala, at Meratha and
Kausambi of Alahavad, Rampurwa of Champarana,
at Lauriya of Aarajja, Lauriya of Nandagadha and
Aara, Small four pillar inscriptions were found in
Saranath, Sanchee and Kausambi, Similarly 19
stone inscriptions have been found in following
places: Bramhagiri (Maisoora), Roopanath
(Jawalpur), Shasaram (Vihar), Bairata (Jaipur),
Eeraguthi (South Haidrabad), Gujarat
(Madhyapradesh), Rameshore-Shahwajagadhee
(Peshawar), Mansehara (Hajara), Girnar
(Junagadh), Sopara (Thana), Kalasi (Deharadun),
Dhauli (Puri) and Jaugadh (Ganjam).

Ashoka had publicized the explanation,
constitute, Buddhism which was found by the
Tathagata Lord Buddha with a great effort. He mad
Buddhism a worldwide religion.

Buddhism in a plan made for spending a
meaningful life for every human being. In order to
extend this plan, Ashoka had send envoys to dif-
ferent places. The third council was a meaningful
and live venture. The envoy of the monk's order
was a mission that was sent by decision of the
Third Council for the long survival of Buddhism.
The task of this mission was not only the public-
ity of the religion but also other human welfare
works. In realigy. Buddhism didn't spread in the
particular places where these missions went but
was spread in other countries too from its effect.

Emperor Ashoka had made 84000 mon-
astery and buildings for the residence of the
monks. Especially, Theravada Buddhism was
much publicized in the southern and Western parts
of Asia. Ashoka had kept his the wheel of religion
as his symbol The ensemble of three lion which
was considered to be auspicious that symbol-
izes truth, religion and non-violence, the great em-
perc -\shoka embraced the religion of Buhhda
with good intention and real faith. Therefore, India
has made th. wheel of religion its national Sym-
bol. In this way, Ashoka had contributed a great
contribution in promotion of Buddhism.
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