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Bhikshu Amritananda

Ven. Amritananda was one
of the pioneer monks of Nepal who
not only strongly laid the foundation
of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal but
also worked hard to see the spread
of the teachings of the Buddha
throughout the world. His was a life
of dedicated missionary work. He
dedicated his life to the cause of
Buddhism in Nepal and elsewhere.

An indefatigable traveler he

s fi s st
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Mahendra and Birendra. In course of
time, situation became favourable and
the people became familiar with
Theravada Buddhism due to the
establishment of monasteries and
vihars, the activities of Nepalese
monks and internationa! Buddhist
contacts. Lumbini, the birth place of
Buddha, was visited by an increasing
number of foreigners. Bhikshu
Amritananda succeeded in organising

visited many countries of Asia and

the world and worked for the propagation of

Buddhism. An indefatigable writer, he wrote over
80 books in Newari, Nepali and English. The most
remarkable works he published were the
translation of the Tripitaka texts with the
commentaries in Nepali.

He was gifted with charismatic personality
and, thus, he was able to win the entire Nepalese
people, Buddhist, Hindu and other people
belonging to different faiths. His cordial contact
with the Royal family of Nepal was most
outstanding. The king of Nepal was officially
recognized as the avatar (incarnation) of Lord
Vishnu, one of the Hindu Trinity. Buddhism that

_prevailed in Nepal at that time was of Mahayana
type. Monks in yellow robes with begging bowls
in hand were a rare thing in Nepal. In such
circumstance it is but natural that the foundations
of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal should be weak.
But due to his charismatic personality, he won
the -friendship of kings of Nepal, Tribhuvan,

the First World Fellowship of
Buddhists in Kathmandu in 1956.

Born in a Shakya family at Tansen, Palpa
districe, in the Lumbini Zone in 1918, he was not
much educated in the ordinary sense of the term.
He was already impressed by sight of Buddhist
monks in Kusinagara, india, the sucred place
where the Buddha attained parinirvana. It appears
that the death of his mother and his grandfather
when he was very young made him averse to
worldly life and pleasure. This might be the reason
why he went to Kushinagar. There he saw a monk
with his own eyes. Knowing the feeling of
renunciation in his mind, an advice was given to
his family to get him marriage soon. But the
marrige did not prolong . Ayear after his Marriage
chandramani Mahasthavir who ordained him on
August 2, 1936.

in the initial years of his life as novice, he
visited Burma and Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka he
studied the Pali canon in Colombo in 1937. Then,
he became a full-fledged Bhikshu’ after the




upasampada (higher ordination) on Janaury 25,
1940.

From 1940 to 1990, he led the Theravada
movement in Nepal braving various odds and ends
and struggling to steer ahead the movement in
the hostile environment by establishing himself
at Anandakuti, Swayambhu.

On July. 30, 1944, eight monks were
expelled on the charge of preaching Buddhism.
This expulsion proved a blessing in disguise as
the voice raised against this expulsion by
Buddhists of Nepal and India and the Mahabodhi
Society of Calcutta cuiminated in the formation of
Dharmodaya Sabha at Sarnath in 1944. He was

elected General Secretary of this organization.

Some of the notable achievements of
Amritananda were a goodwilb mission from Cri
Lanka under the leadership of Venerable Naraca
Mahathera of Sri Lanka to Nepal in 1946, and the
reception of the sacred relics of the foremost
disciples of the Buddha, Sariputra and
Maudgalyayana, brought from Calcutta in 1951,
by King Tribhuvan. King Mahendra visited Lumbini
in 1956 for the first time. He organized the
conference called World Fellowship of Buddhists
in 1956. This conference participated by about 50
countries was inaugurated by King Mahendra. He
founded the Anandakuti Vidyapith, a Buddhist high
school, in 1952 and the Ananadukuti Science
College in 1965. ]

He was also instrumental in the formation
of Lumbini Development Trust in Kathmandu in
1986. The same year, he organized another 15th
Conference of World Felloship of Buddhists.

In 1955, Bhikshu Amritananda was
nominated a member of the Bodhagaya Temple
Advisory Board by the Government of India on
" behalf of Nepal. '

Amritanand’s life was evenful throughout.
Various scholars differed as to his significant
achievements. Some scholars opined that the
most significant of Ven. Amritananda was his

success in listing the support of King Tribhuvan
to promote the cause of Buddhism in Nepal. Satya
Narayan Goenka saw in Ven. Amritananda a
walking encyclopedia of Theravada Buddhism.
Writer Ria Kloppenborg argued that he used his
diplomacy and reputation to the advantage of the
Theravada cause.

Ven. Amritananda was also a man of
ideas. As an exponent of Pali literature anauthor
of a large number of books based on the Pali
literature, it is but natural that he should be full of
ideas on the Buddha's life and thoughts. He held
the view consistently that the Buddha propounded
completely a new philosophy at Anatma and
revolted against the Sanatana Dharma and
orthodoxy.

Amfitananda was virtually an international
figure working like a Buddhist missionary. He not
only travelled many Buddhist countries and non-
Buddhist countries by way of attending Buddhist
conferences, but also made the travel a vehicle of
strengthening the cause of Buddhist movement.
He met world Buddhist leaders, Scholars and
statesmen and had an exchange of views with
them for the promotion of world peace through
Buddhism. But everywhere he went, he went with
a mission to learn and work for the Buddhist
cause. '

In 1950, he worked for Prof. Guiseppe
Tucci, the renowned orientalist and Buddhist
scholars of ltaly, in a research programme at the
institute Italian Per 1l Medio Estremo Oriente. He
went to London as a guest of the Buddhist

' Society. He taught Pali there. He studied the

Russian language in the Moscow University for

nearly one year.

Apart from the recognition of his
outstanding contribution in Nepal, he was also
conferred honorary titles, medals, etc. by the
Buddhist academies and Universities.

He passed away due to cardiac arrest at
the Anandakuti Vihar on August 21, 1990.
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