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The Discovery of Lumbini

O H.L. Singh

That Lumbini is the site where
the Buddha was born is proved by
the Asokan Pillar erected around 249
B.C. by Emperor Ashoka.

In 1886, Khadga Shamshere,
the brother of the then Rana Prime
Minister Bir Shamshere, was sent to
Tansen as Baba Hakim (the chief
administrator) of Palpa. At that time
Khadga Shamshere came to learn that
there was something like a stone
column in the jungle of Rupandehi.
In the month of November, 1896, he
made arrangements the
excavation. On December 1, 1896, a
stone pillar was discovered with an
inscription in the Brahmi script. The
Study of the inscription of the pillar
shed light on the fact it was erected
by Emperor Ashoka in Lumbini.

for

Dr. Fuhrer was deputed by the
Archaeological Survey of India to
conduct the explorations in the Nepal
Terai in 1896.

The engravings on the
Ashoka pillar proved that the
Buddha was born in Lumbini. But,
on the question who discovered
Lumbini, there is great difference
of opinion among the researchers
and archeologists. In most writings
the credit for finding Lumbini is
given to Dr.Fuhrer. On December
1, 1896, when only three feet of soil
remained to be removed and the
work was in progress, Further
reached Lumbini to meet Khadga
Shamsere. It was a coincidence that
he had arrived at the time when
Khadga Shamshere had excavated
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the pillar. Fuhrer photographed the
inscription on the pillar and also
copied it. After the inscription was
identified by the German Brahmi
script expert Hultzsh, it became
clear that Emperor Ashoka had
erected the stone pillar in the place
where the Buddha was born. But,
the credit for publicizing this fact
worldwide goes to Fuhrer. In the
inscription, it has also been
mentioned that a symbol or sign has
been placed on the spot where the
Buddha was born. In the excavation
works begun in 1992 in the area
where the temple of Mayadevi is
located, the stone slab placed as
the symbol was found in the
sanctum-sanctorum of this temple
by the archaeologists and
researchers. This has further made
it clear as to where exactly the
Buddha was born in Lumbini. The
stone slab was found after the
excavation of three layers of ruins
in the place where the Mayadevi
temple is located.

The single most important
place of Lumbini is the stone slab

located deep ir. sanctum-sanctorum.
Learning about the stone slab,
internationally acknowledged
archaeologists from India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka made inspection and
accepted that the stone slab was the
indicator sign of the birthplace of the
Buddha.

That Lumbini was the
birthplace of Buddha was established
after the finding of the Ashoka Pillar
in 1896. It proves that the place was
in oblivion for some time. There is
proof to suggest that Lumbini was a
major pilgrimage site till the 14®
Century. The Naga King Ripu Malla
of West Nepal came to Lumbini in
1312. Before that in 403, Chinese
pilgrims Fa-hsien and in 636 Hsuan
Tasng visited Lumbini. From their
description it is evident that Lumbini
was a place bustling with activity at
that time.

The historians point out that
Lumbini and Kapilvastu area turned
into a jungle. The place again gained
popularity only after the finding of
the Ashokan Pillar.
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