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Anathapindika

&5 Bharat Singh Upadhyaya Tanslatedsy H.L.Singh

Anathapindika was a wealthy
meanchant of shravawti. At the time of the
Buddha, shravasti was a very prosperous
city. According to Acharya Buddhaghosha,
it was inhabited by 57,000 families. It was
the biggest city of Kashi Koshala which
consisted of 80,000 villages. That is why;
King Prasenjit made it the capital of
Koshala. Traders and merchants coming
from far-of lands used to come to Shravasti
and asked,”What goods are available here?”’
The answer was ready sabbam Atthi
(Everythings is available here). Savatthi of
shravasti was named after this version.
From here, Saket was about 18 miles
distant. Rajgriha in the south-east was 135
miles far. Sankasya was 90 miles far.
Takshashila was 441 milles far. By crossing
road, one could go to Rajagriha from
shravasti through Vaishali. Along the same
road was located Kapilvastu, Kushinara and
Pawa. Guest houses had been constructed
for the convenience of travelers. At the
time of the Buddha, six cities shravasti,
Champa, Rajagriha, saket, Kausambi and
Varanasi were popular. Shravasti was
blessed by the long stay of the Buddha. In
this context, Anathpindika was remembered
because shravasti was his homeland.

By caste Anathapindika was a
Vaisya, by profession a businessman and

by nature a great man free from world
attachment. His business had spread all
around shravasti. His real name was Sudata.
Because he gave food to the orphans and
took care of them, he was called
anathapindika (server of food to the
orphans).

Anathapindika saw the Buddha for
the first time Rajagriha when he was there
on business work. The Buddha was staying
there one year after the attainment of
Supreme Enlightenment. That was the time
when the brother in law of Anathapindika ,
who was the Nagar Seth (Mayor of
rajagriha), had invited the Buddha for
Bhojan the following day. Great
preparations were being made for the
same. Anathapindika, wonder- struck by the
preparations, asked the brother-in-law, “Are
you celebrating the wedding ceremony, or
are you conducting a Mahayajna, a great
sacrifice, on have you invited King
Bimbisara, for which you have made so
much preparations.”He replied, “I am not
celebrating any wedding ceremony, nor
have [ invited King Bimbisara. Tomorrow,
a reat yajan (religious sacrifice) is being
held here. I have invited the Buddha and his
Sangha for Bhojan here.”

He was restless to see the Buddha.
In the darkness of the night he went out to
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see the Buddha. In a little distance, he saw
the Buddha strolling in the early morning.
He joined his hands in supplication. To his
great pleasing surprise the Buddha called
him by his name. Hearing Buddha’s four
noble truths Anathapindika became
shrottapanna.

Anathapindika also wanted to invite
the Buddha for the bhojan. He made an
arrangement for preparing the bhojan for
the Buddha and his Sangha and invited the
Buddha and the Sangha. Bimbisara, the king
of Magadha, who was close to
Anathapindika, wised to help him. But
Anathapindika did the preparations by self.
He served the bhojan with his own hands.
After the bhojan was over, he said to the
Buddha, “Venerable Sir, please accept to
spend the Varshabas (rain retreat) along
with the Bhikshu Sangha here in Shravati.
The Buddha, accepting the offer in silence,
said,”Oh householder, the Tathagata likes
to walk in a lonely and secluded place.

Now that the Buddha had accepted
his offer, Anathapindika was agog with joy
beyond expression. He made preparations
for his welcome to Shravasti from
Rajagriha. He constructed wells, gardens
and others infrastructures in Shravasti and
in the roads leading to it to avoid any
troubles to the Buddha and his disciples.
In Shravasti itself he made a search for a
place appropriate for the stay of the
Buddha. He found the garden of Prince
Jeta an appropriate place for the same. It
was neither too far nor too close from the
city. In the night it was quite lonely and it
was an ideal place for meditations.

Anathapindika went to Prince Jeta and said,
Oh! Son of an honorable man! Please give
me your garden for constructing a vihara
(monastery). The prince replied, “Oh
householder! I cannot give you this garden
even if you spread the Asarphis (gold
coins) in it from all sides.” Anathakindika
added, “Then I bought it because you told
its price.” The prince replied back,” No!
You didn’t the case was referred to the
judges of the state. But the verdict went in
favour of Anathapindika.

Anathapindika spread the asarphis in
the garden from one corner to another
corner. The quantity of asarphis amounted
to 18 cores. Nearly all the space of the
garden was covered. Only a little space was
left. Anathapindika ordered his men to bring
asarphis second time. But, in the meantime,
Prince Jeta asked Anathapindika not to do
so but said, “Well *iouseholder! Not don’t
cover this little space with gold coins. Leave
it to me and this will be my gift.”

Anathapnidika built a grand vihar and
a beautiful garden in that space and named it
Jetavana Aaram. Later, this vihar was called
Jetavanaram of Anathapindika in the Tripitaka
literature. In addition to this, Anthapindika
built several rest houses, Paribenas (building
with courtyards), hungalows, assembly halls,
platforms for meditation, bathrooms, small
ponds, Pavilions, ect. Anathapindika spent
18 corers for purchasing the land, spent
another 18 corers for constructing the
vihara. When the Budhha went to Shravasti
in 14 years after the attainment of
Buddhahood, Enlightenment, he spent 18
crores for maintaining the store of the
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vihara. Inspired by the Buddha he dedicated
the vihara to the Buddhist Sangha.

Anathapindika used to visit
Jetavanaram twice a day to have ‘darshan’
of the Buddha. Whenever he went there he
took with him something as a offering.
Whenever the Buddha went out of the
vihara he used to keep a branch of the Bodhi
Tree at the door of Jetavanaram.
Anathapindika worshipped it whenever he
visited there.

Anathapindika was a great charitable
person. In matters of offering charity he
made no distinction between the Buddhist
followers and other men. It was his
instructions to his to offer bhojan to
anybody in places where his business was
thriving. In addition to the numbers of
guests, 1000 men and women were given
bhojan everyday. 500 rest houses were
reserved for the service of visitors all the
time. Due to his liberality, he was reduced
to extreme poverty. In such poor
condition, he could serve only tasteless
meal or mash whenever the Buddha and
other Bhikkhus came to see him. It was
because of immeasurable sense of
sacrifice that the Buddha called him the
chief of generous disciples. When
Anathapindika repented for his inability to
serve as he desired, the Buddha consoled
him saying that importance of charity lay
not in wealth but in the largeness or
magnanimity of heart.

Once the Buddha was about to go
out of Jetavanaram. Anathapindika
requested the Buddha not to go out at that
time. Prasenjit, the King of Koshala, and

Vishakha Mrigarmata also made a fervent
plea for the same. The Buddha did not
change his decision. Purna, the slave
daughter of Anathapindika, came to know
this. She told her master that she ¢ould
change the Buddha’s mind. How could she
do so when the plea of so honorable
persons went to vain. Purna went to the
Buddha and said, “Venerable Sir, I want to
take refuge in the Buddha, Dharma and
Sangha and am ready to live a righteous
life if you desist from going out. “The
Buddha, the god of compassions, fulfilled
her had wish. This shows the Buddha’s firm
conviction as well as commitment to the
dharma he had proclaimed. Form that day
Purna was liberated by Anathapindika
from servitude. He treated her as a
daughter and she in turn was initiated into
righteous life.

The story of the condition of
Anathapindika’s health is heart-rending. He
became very sick. He asked one of his men
to go to the Buddha or to Scriptural or
Ananda to inform about his worséning
health. |

Seeking permission of the Buddha,
Scriptural and Ananda went to see
Anathapindika and asked Anathapindika to
imbibe the spirit of detachment in all
things. A little later, he was no more.

He was known as a Dayaka
(bestower) of the Buddha. What a lofty
title! Whatever he did for the Buddha
matters a little. In the name of the Buddha,
he voluntarily became a part of the
suffering humanity. This was his greatest
service to the cause of Buddhism.
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