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Anagarika Dhammapala and His
Pilgrimage to Lumbini

% Basnata Bidari
Chief Archaeologist, Sacred Garden, Lumbini, Nepal

The responsibility to speak about such a
great personality Angarika Dhammapala is a big risk
from any venture I have ever tried. He was and institu-
tion by himself, He devoted his entire life to spread
the Buddha's universal message of peace and com-
passion throughout the world. It is a great honor to
me by the organizer to give this opportunity to speak
about him today in this dignified gathering.

The great son of Sri Lanka Ven. Angarika
Dhammapala was a foundation for India's cultural heri-
tage and leadership in thought known to the world.
He was born on September 17, 1864 in an aristocratic
family. After he completed his study he dedicated him-
self to the service of humanity and revival of Buddha
Dharma. In the beginning of his early days he worked
with Colonel Olcott and Madan Blavatsky, co-founder
of the Theosophical Movement. He came to India in
1891 and first he visited Bodhgaya, touched with fore-
head the Vajrasana, the place where Lord Buddha en-
lightened. He meditated under the Sacred Bodhi Tree
and made decision to develop 'a society for the pres-
ervation of the land of Buddha'. At the age of 27,in
1891 he established 'the Mahabodhi Society of India'
with headquarter in Culcutta on the sacred occasion
of the Buddha Purnima (Baisakh full moon day) from
where his activities radiated.

In 1892 he started the publication of Maha
Bodhi Journal from Calcutta. In 1893 he was invited
by Dr. Burrows, Chairman of ‘the Word Parliament of
Religions’ held in Chicago and represented the Bud-
dhist World. He was still in his young age of 29. He
was along with Swami Vivekananda of Ram Krishna
Mission and both these young men left great impres-
sion on the International gathering. After the confer-
ence Dhammapala visited some parts of America ex-
plaining the great teaching of Lord Buddha. Later on
he visited Europe an America several times and opened

the branches of Mahabodhi Society in New York, Ber-
lin and England. He opened several branches of the
society in various parts of India having its head quar-
ter in Calcutta and started ‘Dhammaduta’ activities.

The greatest contribution of Dhammapala
was he paved the way for the Buddhists of the world
to pilgrimage to sacred places of Buddha in India. He
traveled to Buddhist countries and explained the
Buddha's teachings and persuaded them to visit the
land of Buddha.

In 1891 he called an International Conference
at Bodhgaya, which was first of this kind in modern
India.

The most cignificant contribution of
Dhammapala in the history of modern India was the
construction of a magnificent Mulagandhakuti Vihara
at Sarnath. This is the place, where Lord Buddha
preached the Dhamma chakka pavattana sutta (turn-
ing the wheel of law), for the first time after he enlight-
enment.

In the year 1931, on the occasion of the open-
ing ceremony of the Muagadhakuti Vihara, H.E. Lord
Willington, Viceroy and Governor-General of India pre-
sented the relics of Lord Buddha which were found at
Taxila toMahabodhi society to enshrine the newly built
Vihara.

With the great effort of Dhammapala Gov-
ernment of India passed the ‘Buddhagaya Temple Act’
in 1949. Under this act a Committee was formed which
is called ‘The Buddhagaya Temple Management Com-
mittee’ consisting of 4 Buddhists and 4 Hindus for the
management and control of the temple. Earlier this
temple was under the Hindu Mahanta.

His Pilgrimage to Lumbini the Holy Birth-
place of Lord Buddha

Anagarika Dhammapala and Rev. P.C.
Jinavaravamsa, the late prince of Siam (present Thai-




land) came on pilgrimage to the Brithplace of Lord
Buddha, Lumbini. They started their journey on 1st
April 1898 from Calcutta by the train. They arrived at
Birdpore near Nowgarh at Mr. Pepe's bungalow.

On 6 th April they preceded for Lumbini by
trap to Kakrahawa the Indian boarder. From there the
road was not good for the trap and Mr. Jackson, an
English gentleman working for British Raj sent an el-
ephant to take them to Lumbini. At Kakrahawa Bazar
they noticed the British frontier-line and came to a
large agricultural fields surrounded by the River Telar
and its tributaries. Them they passed through a large
village called Bhagwanpur, the name supposed to have
been named Bhagavan, the Lord Buddha. During the
visit of Dhammapala, Bhagwanpur was a large village
and well known to the people of lower Nepal. It was a
sub-division of Butwal District of that province. There
were many public institutions of Nepal Government
such as Revenue collection office, police station,
Post office, school and Market. All the officers were
Gurkha tribe. Bhagwanpur was under the jurisdiction
of Nepal Commissioner of the Butwal district and it's
headquarter was at Tauliva (Taulihawa). Any Euro-
pean, who intends to enter to visit Lumbini Garden or
enter to Nepal territory, must need a passport from the
commissioner of Butwal or from the representative of
the Nepal Government resided in Calcutta. For Indian
no passport was needed to enter any part of Nepal.
Both 9f them, Anagarika Dhammapal and Rev.
Jinavaravamsa were in monk robes and no police of-
ficer noticed them and easily passed through. After
arriving a small village Paderia and passing that vil-
lage they noticed the most beautiful, most charming
mound of long-lost ‘Sacred Brithplace’ of Lord Bud-
dha covered with small bushes.

Dhammapala mentions in his travel account
the then condition of Lumbini Garden in the following.

"We soon dismounted the elephant and went
up to the foot of the pillar, the portion of which rose
above the ground, is about 8-10 feet high, with the
inscriptions of four different languages. The lower part
of the pillar which was buried underground was also
once exhumed, examined and measured and was set
up again in its former position. The length of this part
below the ground is about 8 feet, so the whole length
of the pillar will be about 16 or 18 feet. The circumfer-
ence of the lower end will be about 6 feet. The pillar is
made up of stone quite unlike that of the stone found
in Bodh-Gaya. The pillar seemed to be split from top to
bottom. The pillar was set up within a well-like square

deep hole with brick walls about four feet long it each
side. The walls and a part of the hole are now kept
uncovered with earth of bricks for the examination of
visitors.

An image of Mayadevi engraved upon a
stone with the image of newly —born siddartha kumar
about 18 inches in length was kept in a small temple
erected by the Nepal Government over the ruins of the
ancient one. This temple is at about 15 feet to the east
of the pillar and on the top of the mound. The image is
placed in the interior floor of the temple, leaning against
the wall, not in the same level with the surface of the
mound, but 5 or 6 feet deeper from its surface. So any
pilgrim who intends to see the image must descend by
the step to the floor which is very narrow and not big
enough to contain four or five persons at a time. The
charge of the temple and image was entrusted to the
care of one Gurkha Guard, employed by the Command-
ing General of Nepal, who lives in Tansen, about 34
miles to the north of Lumbini.

There is also at the temple a Chinese Buddhist
Lama for offering the daily puja and showing the image
of Mayadevi to the Hindu pilgrims of Nepal. Hindu
pilgrims worshipped it under the name of Rummin Devi,
and offer sacrifice before it, thinking it to be an image of
Bhagavati or Durga. Most probably the word Rumin is
the corrupted form of the word Lumbini.

On the back part of the temple some women
were seen enchanting their ritual songs in honor of
the goddess, while a man was shaving the head of a
boy of seven years of age, for whose prosperity and
long life parents promised to offer some sacrifice.

When we were entering into the temple, the
guard and Chinese Lama also followed us and entered
the temple with us. According to the order of the Clomn-
manding General, the image of Mayadevi is always
kept covered with a piece of cloth, exposing only the
face and feet to the public, for the Commanding Gen-
eral on an occasion of a visit to the temple, mistook it
to be a naked figure, which is not really the case. A fter
finishing our worship of the image, while we were try-
ing to see the whole of the image by removing the
cloth, the guard forbade this and explained to us the
order of the Commanding General prohibiting the ex-
posing of the other part of the body of the image ex-
cept the face and feet. We first thought that this order
of the commanding General was meant only for the
European visitors; so we explained to the guard, who
took us to be Christian, on account of us conversing
on English, that we were not Christian, but Buddhaist




and came here to worship the image. Although after
long remonstrance, we did persuade him that to show
the whole of the image, and explained to us that the
neither the Buddhist nor the Hindu nor the Christains
could be allowed to see the whole body of the image.
The visitors can see only the face and feet, which
always kept exposed to public sight. Any visitor in-
tending to see the image has to go with the Lama, who
remains there always present, and has to pay some
amount whatever it may be, as the entrance fee to the
temple, which is sent to the Nepal Government. Be-
sides this, the Lama gets some presents for himself
from the visitors,

Out side the temple we saw some broken im-
ages, most probably of the devas of gods of heaven,
and of some members of the Sakya family who came to
honor the Lord's birth. Amidst these images, an image,
complete and still good order, was that of a woman,
probably that of Mayadevi, carrying the infant Kumar
Siddhartha in her arms. We took a photograph of these
images in group. (I am failed to trace these photo-
graphs)

Our next duty was to see the different parts
of the mound, the sight of which is really a charming
and an impressing one. It is round mound of the cir-
cumference of about 600 feet, and is in the midst of the
vast plain, paddy-fields surrounding it. On the east
north and west side of the mound the paddy fields are
so vast, that the villages beyond them are at distances
of 2 to 3 miles from the mound. On the south is a
mango-park of the village Paderiya about 600 feet from
the southern based of the mound.

The tank, probably of Asoka, still exists in
ruins, attached to the south edge of the mound with a
very old and conspicuous tree of the Simal (7 kind on
its south bank. Its loneliness in the midst of the vast
paddy-fields, its small bushes resembling the banks
of the pond over-grown with green trees, of flowers
and fruits, and its misty sight with its small temple
rising above the bushes, soon attracts and traveler's
attention and deludes them to believe it to be a beau-
tiful garden of flowers and trees like those of a most
flourishing and rich town. But unfortunately we could
not see any Sal tree grown there, as described in the
ancient Pali books, except some plants of that kind.
On the south side of the temple, there are ruins of
some ancient wells and buildings all covered with earth
and prickly shrubs,

There is another temple on the mound erected
parallel to the north side of the temple of Mayadevi.

This temple is not an ancient one, and is erected over
the ruins of an ancient temple. It is dedicated to Maha
Deva- a Hindu God- and a Shiva lingam was enshrined
there. We thought the Shiva Lingam was placed there
in some later time, long after the fall of Buddhism in
India. The door of this temple of the Maha Deva re-
mains always locked up and no pilgrims worship in this
temple. It is in ruins and overgrown with moss and
plants. After seeing this temple of Maha Deva, we came
down on the field and took a photo of the whole scen-
ery of the Lumbini mound from the back of the elephant."

They had arrived at the Lumbini garden at 7
o'clock in the morning, and returned back at 9-45 o'clock
on the same morning, They saw many other mounds
on the west side of the route from Lumbini to
Kakarhawa bazaar. Of such mounds, one is at the vil-
lage of Paisia that of worth seeing. It is on the east
side of their route and within the estate of a Zamindar,
Babu Suraj Prasad Lalji Bhaia. There they saw a mound
supposed to the ruins of an ancient stupa and spread
over a large part of the paddy- field. There was an-
other mound about 100 feet east of the above stupa,
was a Shiva Lingam about 2 feet height, was always
exposed to the atmosphere. From there they left for
Dullaha Kothi of the Dullaha estate and reached at
about 1 o'clock.

Anagarika Dhammapala established Upasana
centers, Libraries, Schools, Colleges, Orphanages and
Hospital etc, it India and Sri Lanka for the general
public. He helped India to rediscover Buddha and took
pride in Buddhism and Buddbhist culture. The present
flourishing condition of Bauddha-Gaya, Saranath,
Kushinagar, Sanchi and many other sacred places of
Buddhism like Lumbini centers are the direct result of
Dhammapala's untiring and selfless efforts,

He passed away on 29 th April 1933 at
Saranath. Before he took the last breadth he said "Let
me die soon and let me reborn. I can no longer prolong
my agony; I would like to reborn again 25 times to
spread Lord Buddha's Dhamma."

Thanks.
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