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In the Buddha's foot prints

O Shatrughan Sinha

Green expanses offset by clusters of saffron and
maroon stretching into the far distance on either
side of our vehicle as we drove to Bodhgaya on
aschool excursion. No, the colour was not from
wild flowers. It came from the traditional ma-
roon and yellow garb of Buddhist monks en route
(on foot) to pay homage to the Buddha. Look-

mgback,ﬂaisnipslandsomvividlyinmymemow

as one of the most enduring pictures of my state..

Bodhgaya is the birthplace of Buddhism. It is
here that Prince Siddhartha's quest for eternal
truth was fulfilled and he attained supreme en-
lightenment. .

My ancestral village Maranpur is about seven
kilometers from Bodhgaya. My father was born
here as were his forefathers. Our ancestral haveli
stood under a thick, green canopy and was in
an estate dotted with ponds and surrounded by
hills. There's so much to Bihar beyond the obvi-
ous political situations and personalities but 'not
many know of it. Bihar is extremely beautiful-
startling green forests, lakes that spring up in
places most unexpected, natural hot springs, and
awealth of places with religious significance-
holy rivers and shrines. Walk into any &f our
villages and you walk into a world of sylvan
charm.

My state has seen the birth of two great
religions of the world Buddhism and Jainism. The
state, in fact, gets its name from the Sanskrit
word “vihar’ meaning monastery. As I men-

tioned, the school tripe to Bodhaya, Nalanda
and Rajgir is one of my most significant memo-
ries of the state. It was my first face-to-face ex-
perience with living history, an interaction with
our rich heritage. On the banks of the Falgu River,
the village of Bodhaya sits sentinel. a quiet testi-
mony to one of the most significant times in Indi's
chequered past.

The Bodhi tree-the tree under which Siddhartha
became the Buddha, the Enlightened One, is a
much revered pilgrimage spot. The current tree
is actually the fourth or fifth succession of the
original tree under which Lord Buddha had sat-
as schoolboys we were very impressed when
we came upon this ancient relic.

To the east of the Bodhi tree, like a grand pyra-
mid stands the Mahabodhi Temple. Inside the
temple, in the sanctum sanctorum, is the famous
statue of Lord Buddha, serene and calm in a
meditative pose. Originally made in black stone,
it was gilded by devotees later. Personally, how-
ever, I find the Nalanda ruins most fascinating-
the very idea of a residential university, $o many
centuries ago, remind me yet again how incred-
ible our India is. Rajgir is another places that is a
must-visit on the visitor's trail. It was the ancient
capital of Magadha-the grand kin gdom of
Chandragupta Maurya and ancient India's ace
politician-states man Kautilya. Come to my state
and discover a new Bihar, a Bihar you had no
idea existed.
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