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An Indian Artist in China

&5 Dr. Svlvain Levi

With the introduction of Buddhism
in China, it brought in a large number of
Buddhist monks from India to preach the
Dhamma of Lord Buddha in that land of
ancient civilization. It also requisitioned a
good number of sculptors to make the
images of Buddha and Bodhisatvas in their
various moods. In the present paper, an
account of an Indian Artist from Nepal, is
given from Chinese sources. His name was
A-r-ni-ko. He arrived in the court of Kublai
khan about 1263. He was well received by
the Emperor. He instructed the Chinese
artists in the art of Indian sculpture. We
can trace the influence of Indian art on
Chinese art to A-r-ni-ko and other artists
who preceded him. - Translator.

During my sojourn in Japan, the
Rev: Akamatzu. made a present to me of a
copy of Tsao-Siang-leang king (sutra on the
proportions of statues). This sutra,
(published in China, thirty years ago by
Yang Wen-hoei (1) is accompained by an
interesting commentary and some
important plates. It represents the
tradition, introduced in China by a Nepali
artist A-ni-ko. The biography of this artist
has been preserved by the Annuals of Yuan
(Chap. 203 end.) Which calls him A-ni-ko
(2) It tends of throw some light on a very
obscure period of the history of Nepal.

Born in 1243 (conequently during the
disastrous reign of Abhaya Malla: of Le
Nepal-S. Levi Il p. 214 etc.) he quitted
Nepal before the reigon of Ananda Malla
for going to work in Tibet with a band of
monk sculptors and painters. The Account
of the Annals does not indicate expressly
whether Nepal had been a vassal to Tibet at
that time: but it guarantees all the same,
the persistence and the importance of the
relations between the two countries in the
second half of the 13 th century- at this
particularly agitaed time, when the Mongal
dynasty of Yuan disputed and wrested the
Empire of China from the last princes of
the southern branch of Soung, When
Kublai khan invied the Buddhists, Taoists,
Nestorian Chirstians, Romans and
--Musalmans to his count. A-r-ni-ko, who
arrived about 1263 at the Mongol Court,
did not meet the ambassador of St. Louis,
the monk Rubruquis, who had sojouned
there between 1253-1254. He, However,
found there the representatives of all the
great faiths of the world. He himself was
able to defeat Marcopolo, a glorious
representative of Europe. The biography
of A-r-ni-ko intorduce a new fact in the
history of Nepalese Buddhism: the formal
verification of the regular relations
between Nepal and Tibet, under the
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auspices of Phago-pa, in the beginning of
the carreer of this illustrated monk,
implies that Nepal did not remain stranger
to the powerful movement, which created
and organized Lamaism. One could no
more isolate Nepal from Tibet in the
course of the XI1Ith century.

Finally the considerable role
attributed, by the evidence of the Annals
themselves, to the influence of a Nepali
artist on the art in China, renders the
hypothesis. which I have formed on the
Nepalese origin of the ‘pagoda’ style in
China and in Japan, still more probable.
(Cf. Le Nepal, Vol. 11 p. 11, etc.). The
annals of Yuan (ch. 203, end) says:

*A-r-ni-ko was the native of Nepal.
The people of that kingdom called him Pa-
le-pou. When young, he showed
surpassing intelligence, quite beyond the
average children. A little older, he could
recite by heart the Buddhist Texts, and at
the end of a year he could understand theis
sense. Among his school- fellow, he jad
one, who was a designer, paintep, modeller
and decoratop and who recited the cannon
of Priportions. What he once heard, he
could repeat, Growing older, he excelled
in designing, modeling and casting images
in metal. In the frist Tchongt’ ong year
(1260 A.D) an order was given to the
master of the Emperor (Tiche) Pa-k-o-se-
pa (Phagspa) to erect in Tibet a pagoda of
gold. Hundred chosen artists of Nepal were
to go to execute that work. Eighty were
found, but a chief of these workmen was
required. No. one, however was found to
lead that band. A-r-ni-ko, who was then 17
years old, wanted to proceed. He was told

of the difficulties due to his age, but he
replied:- “I may be young, but not my
spirit”. He was, therefore, allowed to start.
The Acharya of the Emperor was astonished
to see him. He asked him to inspect the
work. In the following year, the pagoda was
completed A-r-ni-ko, then, asked his
permission to return. The Acharya of the
Emperor, pressed him to go and present
himself in the imperial court. Moreover
he gave him tonsure and ordination, and
accepted him as a disciple. Following the
lama’s advice, A-mi-ko, therefore, went to
present himself in the court. The Emperor,
having observed him at length, asked him:
“You come to a great kingdom, Don’t you
experience any fear 7" He replied- “Your
Majesty treats ten thousand countries as
your children. Why should a child, when
coming before his father, be afraid 7. The
Emperor asked again- “Why have you come
here 2" He answered -"My mother country
is in the Western countries. I received the
royal order to make a stupa in Tibet. I have
executed that order in two years yonder . |
have seen the disorders of war, the people
incapable of maintaining their lives.
Wishing that your Majesty would establish
peace, with out considering the Length of
the distance, for the good of beings, I have
come here”. The Emperor enquired:-
“What do you know to make”. He replied-
“I know to design, to model to cast images
in metal.” The Emperor ordered him to
take up a copper statue in the palance and
pointing it out, he told him- **here is a atatue
which was presented on the occasion of
the embassy of Ngan- gou Wang-tsi of the
Soung. It has suffered from time, and there




is no person who can set it right. Can you
do it over again ?” He replied- “Your
Subject has no practice. However, I want
to try.” In the second Tche-yuan year
(1265) the statue, all new was finished. The
artists in metal were astonished at his
super natural talent. In all the monasteries
of the two capitals, most of the statues
were from his hands. There was no picture,
which could attain to the perfection of the
portraits of various Emperora, which he
made on the tissue of silk. In the 10th Tche-
yuam year (1214 A.D. the supreme
authority was given to him over all the
- artists in metal, with the seal of silver

i

marked with tiger. In the fifteenth year
(1279 A.D.) a decree allowed him to return
to his old holding of laymen. He then
received the charges of Koanlou-ta-fou, ta-
seu-t” ou, the controller of the court of
imperial manufacturers. He enjoyed
incomparable favours and gifts. After his
death, he has given the posthumous title
of T ai-che, K ai-fou-yi T* on g-san-se, the
Duke of the kingdom of Leang, Chang-
tchou-kouo and the posthumous name of
Min-hoei (Prompt Intelligence) (3)

“The Maha-Bodhi” (Vol. 30 Oct. 1922)
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