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% Seen then this poor decorated inform, this
mass of corruptible elements of infirmities
and vain desires in which nothing is
lasting or stable.
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Questions at the Checkpost

In the 1940s, the government checkpost
half a mile on the Chandragiri side of the main
Bhimphedi bazaar consisted of just a couple of
brick houses, a barbed wire fence across the trail
and a few huts in which travelers were questioned
by the guards.

When Ganesh and her party arrived at the
checkpost, they saw a few people sitting beneath
a tree, yawning lazily; a few gossiped under the
eaves of an old tin-roofed shop with walls of mud
and straw. Those waiting to be questioned, milled
about at the wire fence. After being questioned,
they were waved through a gate in the fence and
sent on their way.

An hour after Ganesh and her friends
reached the checkpost, they were still scanning
the distant hills for Mana Kaji and the porters.
Meanwhile, the day was drawing in but, given that
dark clouds covered the sky, they could not tell if
the sun had actually set.

Everyone who had arrived at the checkpost
ahead of Ganesh Kumari and her friends had
already passed through. Now others who had
trekked in behind them were passing through.
Noting the worry on the faces of Laxmi Maya
and the girls, a man who had just come off the
trail, said, "Why did you stop on this side of
the checkpost? Aren't you heading through like
everybody else?"

Umm... what should I tell him, Laxmi
Maya said to herself? "We're planning to reach
Bhimphedi bazaar tonight,” she replied. "Only my
nephew, who's coming up behind with the porters,
asked us to wait for him here."

"How long do you intend to wait?" the man
said. "Look, the gate will be shut at any moment,
and if you haven't gone through, you'll have to
spend the night here. This is not a good place. In my
opinion, you had better wait for your nephew at the
bazaar where you will find decent accommodation.
He can meet up with you there tonight or tomorrow.
In any case, it's not wise to wait for him here."

This fellow has a good point, thought Laxmi
Maya. We ought to move on. Besides, | want to
visit with some people I know in the bazaar. If
Mana Kaji does not show up, they could even help
us find him. After mulling over what best to do, she
decided they should head through immediately. So
into the checkpost they went.
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The guards gave Ganesh Kumari an
especially thorough grilling: Where did she live?
Where was she going and why? Did she ever use
another name? They even asked if she was running
away from home. Though these questions alarmed
her, she managed to answer them calmly.

The cross-examination finally ended when
a man whom none of them knew was asked to
identify them. Unlike the guards, this stranger did
not ask any questions; he just looked carefully at
each one of them in turn. Then, having whispered
something in the ear of one of the guards, he
left, and they were allowed to go on their way.
Unknown to them at that time, they'd just overcome
a major hurdle.

After collecting their luggage, they hurried
through the gate and up a hill on the far side.
Now that the rain had passed, and the clouds were
rolling away, the view from the summit was unlike
anything they had seen that day. In the direction
from which they'd just come, rugged hills fell
away sharply. In the direction in which they were
heading, lay a range of steep peaks that looked as
if they were holding hands. With both Bhimphedi
bazaar and the checkpost in plain sight, Laxmi
Maya said it would be best if they waited for
Mana Kaji right there. With a sigh of relief, they
settled down beneath the spreading branches of a
tree.

When, after an hour, they spotted Mana Kaji
and the porters approaching the checkpost, they
were much relieved. Rather than hurrying back
down the hill, however, they decided to stay where
they were until they had seen them pass through the
gate. They saw Mana Kaji entering the guard hut
to be questioned. Strangely, he did not reappear,
enough though others, who entered after him, had
emerged.

What was keeping my nephew in the
checkpost for so long, Laxmi Maya wondered.

Meanwhile, she had not seen any guard
inspect the baggage or the porters. As the
minutes passed, Laxmi Maya became increasingly
suspicious until, getting to her feet, she hurried
down towards the gate she had passed through
more than an hour earlier. When she was halfway
down the hill, she saw Mana Kaji come out of the
guard hut; but instead of passing through the gate,
he sat down under a tree. He looks like a defeated




soldier, thought Laxmi Maya. Clearly, something
is not right.

Suddenly Mana Kaji saw her and yelled,
"Laxmi Auntie, I've been detained. Do not wait
for me. On you go, and don't come back!"

Her suspicions confirmed, Laxmi Maya
hurried back up to the hill. "Keep going," she
shouted to the girls who, though they did not
understand what had happened, guessed from
Laxmi Maya's anxious voice and facial expression
that whatever had happened, it was serious.
Scrambling to their feet, they set off in the direction
of the bazaar. When Laxmi Maya reached their
hilltop-resting place, she looked back, glimpsed
her nephew talking to a guard, and called the girls
to wait for her. Catching up with them, she dropped
to the ground, tired out from the long stressful day
and this new setback.

"They've detained Mana Kaji," she gasped.

"Why? What happened?"

"I'm not sure. As I was heading down the
hill, he came out of the checkpost and, seeing me,
shouted for me to turn around to keep going to the
bazaar. A little later, I saw him talking to a guard.
He was pointing at our porters. He must have been
trying to convince the guard of something, but the
man was shaking his head. From such a distance,
I could not hear what was said.

"There's no good reason for them to keep
him.” Laxmi Maya continued. "Though the gate
had already been shut, other people who'd arrived
after him were allowed through. Perhaps he was
bringing supplies that for some reason should not
be taken down to the Terai. Since the guards have
not inspected our baggage yet, how could they
know? I really do not know what to make of all
this.

"In any case, we mustn't worry too much,"
she added. "Mana Kaji's a grown man. Somehow,
he will convince those people to let him pass, if
not this evening then tomorrow, surely. Besides,
I know people in the bazaar who can help us. We
must not linger here. See, it is getting dark. We've
got to move on."

Hearing Laxmi Maya's report, Ganesh
Kumari began weeping. Though her heart was
telling her to go back to her brother, she pulled
herself together, wiped away her tears, and walked
on with her friends to the bazaar.

skskok

Before dawn next morning, Laxmi Maya and

a friend of hers who was familiar with the guards,
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went to the Bhimphedi checkpost to get Mana Kaji
and the baggage released. Though Ganesh and
Auntie were carrying all the cash (women were
less likely to be robbed than were men), the porters
were carrying almost everything else.

On their way back to the checkpost, they
met three men carrying heavy loads whom Laxmi
Maya recognized as the porters Mana Kaji had
hired the previous day. “Where are Mana Kaji and
the fourth porter?" she asked.

"He's not coming. It seems like Mana Kaji
is running from home," the porter replied crossly.
"We suffered a lot because of him...'

From the letter Mana Kaji had sent with
the porters, Laxmi Maya learned that the grilling
to which she and the girls had been subjected
the previous evening was due to instructions
requesting the guards to detain his children
that Harshaman Shakya had had the police
send up to the checkpost. Fortunately, he had
made two mistakes that allowed his daughter to
evade capture. First, he had given the police his
Kathmandu address, but when she was being
questioned, Ganesh had told the guards she lived
in Lalitpur. Second, he had given his daughter's
name as Ganesh Maya, but she had long before
changed Maya to Kumari. Again, Ganesh and
her friends had had luck on their side because
Harshaman's business associate, the stranger who
had come in at the end of their interrogation,
had not recognized Ganesh. However, he would
certainly have recognized Mana Kaji. Thus, had
brother and sister tried to pass the checkpost
together, Ganesh would have been detained.

Lastly, knowing that Laxmi Maya and the
girls had managed to get through the checkpost,
Mana Kaji had lied to the guards, insisting that his
sister, Ganesh Maya, had turned back because the
climb had proved too hard for her. He had even
managed to convince the guards that most of the
baggage he had brought up belonged to someone
else, and therefore the porters carrying it should
be permitted to pass through the checkpost. In
this way, even though this clever young man was
himself turned back, three of the porters were
permitted to go on without him. In short, through a
series of coincidences and Mana Kaji's quick wits,
all the hurdles that Ganesh Kumari and her friends
encountered had been removed. Wl

Source: Beloved Daughter
(The Story of Dhammawati Guruma)
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