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Dhammawati Guruma the
“Yomha Mhyaaya” of Nepal

@ Ms. Sumon Kamal Tuladhar
Member, Dharmakirti Buddhist Stuty Circle
Doctorate in Nonformal Education, USA
Senior Research Officer,

Tribhuvan University, Nepal

This article is written to highlight the achievement of Bhikkuni Nun
Dhammawati in linking Buddha Dhamma with social reforms in Newar
Buddhist society. This article is based on personal communication with the
key persons and some literature.

Venerable Buddhist Nun Dhammawati, a well known “Yomha
Mhyaaya” of Nepal was born, as a Ganesh Kumari in Patan in 1934. Her
parents had five children, among them Dhammawati was the only daughter.
As 'morning shows the day', she was brilliant in ideas, dedicated and
committed to what she wished for and thought was right. Her biography,
written by Reverend Ta We Thon, a Burmese monk, was a clear evidence
that she was like a 'soldier on command', who had a big dream and looked
forward to achieve the aim. Nothing could distract her. She dreamed to be
a Bhikkhuni and dedicate her life in fostering proper Buddhism in Nepali
society. She worked hard to break the stereo typical gender bias socio-
cultural practices in her community and made a breakthrough and left the
loving and comfortable life for the quest for truth in life. No matter what
kind of ‘mara’ came on the way, she pursued her goal and moved forward
making vows not to turn back from her destination. She even decided to
move alone in the w11d path while her accompanying friends withered
away.

At the age of blooming 14 years, she left her home for going to
Burma for studying Buddhism in 1950. That is the time when there was no
airplanes or trains going out from Nepal. So her journey started on foot for
months to reach Burma. She suffered from all sorts of constraints including
prison harassment due to lack of proper official visa to enter Burma.

Once her problems got all settled, she started to blossom like a bud of a
beautiful flower in the garden of Buddhist studies. She, afier 14 years of study,
conquered her dream to be a scholar in Buddhism and became the first foreigner
to complete the course and achieve the degree Sasanadhaja Dhammachanya n
1962 from Khemarama Nuns' Study Center at Molmin, Burma.

Like in her childhood, she came back with her vigorous dream
making significant contribution in Buddhism in 1963. Her mission
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