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Man's finest discovery of his
knowledge is procurement of honey
collected by bees. The usefulness of
honey was known to human beings

lization and the Vedas and the
Ramayana. The holy epics have men-
tioned small flying creatures which col-
lect the sweet juice from flowers. Simi-
larly, an ancient Russian medicinal
manuscript states that the honey is the
sweel juice from the heaven which the
bees collect during a good time from
flowers, that's why honey possesses
great nourishing and healing proper-
ties. :

Anything soothing, lovely or
dilightful is called honey. For instance,
honeymoon. The w>-'d honey itself is
derived from the Arabic "han" (that's
what they call it). The Germans
changed it to "hunig". Whatever the
name of honey a dictionery defination
says it is a sweet sticky fluid made by
bees from nectar of flowers. Because
of its extremely low moistire contents
. |edible honey has been found in the
burial chambers of Pharaohs in the
Pyramids of Egypt.

Thailand, the land of smile, is a
Buddhist country. During the Fuul
Moon Day of the tenth lunar month
(September-October) bowls of monks
are put on red cloth in rows in front of

monks' bowls are filled with special alms
with honey. There are two legends be-
hind this ceremony.

One day, a Bodhisattva fell sick.
He needed honey to make traditional
medicines but he could not get it any-
where. Then, he went to a poor villager
who had nothirlg to offer except some
noney that he collected from the nearby
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forest. He decided to offer the honey
to Boddhisattva. AS he poured the
honey into the latter's bowl, the honey
was constantly pouring until it spilled
over the Boddhisattva's hand. Then,
immiediately, a woman standing next to
the villager gave a red cloth to
Bodhisattva to wipe the honey away.
From this merit the poor man was re-
born as Emperor Ashoka of India and
the woman helper as his queen. Both
played a great role for dissemination
of Buddhism. -

Another legend is about Thai
Honey Festival. In a previous life, Phar
Siwali (a monk in the Shakyamuni
Buddha's time) took birth as a villager.
One day, he saw a pig ripe wild honey-
comb. Then he decided to offer it to
the monks. He entered into the city with
a bee nest. Fortunately, none had ever
given honey as alms to monks. At that
time the king and his people wanted
tooffer excellent alms to the city's
monks. Inorder to buy the best alms,
people always went first to the main
entrance of the city. When teh people
saw a bi honey comb, They immedi-
ately started offering yhe best price for
it. Suddenly the price soared high like
a sky rocket. Mean time, the poor vil-
lager asked his costomers for the rea-
son of competition. He was told that
They wanted to offer it to the local
monks. After hearing this he eagarly
gave it free of cost to the people. Then
the people offered honey as the people.
Then the people offered honey as the
best alms to the monks. Due to his credit
the villager was bormn as the son of a
king of Varanasi. Later, he was or-
dained as Phar Siwali.
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