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| am deeply honoured bydhe
@ﬁhnunlty@tcorde@ﬁ me to present
before the distinguised delegates to the
Asian Conference on Rellgion and

Pe@ée a papemn “Pegee Educatge‘h for
2'New Life @tyle and Culture in Asia."

Since the turn of this centuiy, man-
kind has taken aegla'tt Ieagdn technclogy.

'@% treme@é)u:a prc:@e‘*:s in. tec@nology

has substantiaiiy altere 1t .iie styles,

-Izrtd the o« ~'ca', 'J:.::ic-' _t-ld € 7INnomic
= A ipafhic  mggiin e 3 selay.
1 «%Q eolg o

%" - eatadl n. T’@l iy ..ner@ensof
|comr“umcatrf”: ~~dtransport n2s dra-

mat.cally enhac~a man's capadi y@ofor

%ﬁgivﬁgmg hur@@\"‘ﬁ £ tr‘%ﬁqethe and for
promoting peuce 2na u ndere@andmg
among peoples and nations. Al the same
time @f&d’lﬁOlO@@t@f—c cdvangemeni has@lso
teémendously incre2sed man's gapacity
for manufacturing ‘nstrumen’s of mass
destruction, thr:alening the verye cisience
of mman:ty and civilization Tocay riore
time, effort ‘znu monéy are beirfg spent
on the product:on of arms or instruments

of human destruction tharwn etxmmatmg

@W@ef di%ﬁ“e and ignorance which cur-
rently afflict a large part of human society.

The material and the ephemeral has
galned ascendency ovegot‘he moraland
thé spiritual: And individiial accurtilation
and not common weal, has become the
dominant passion among people. Thus,

Wt%ﬁ?e the cagecaty of mgeﬁ to do Qﬁd or
Bad has gr@wn mcre@nly the b@sxc nu-

man ndtue wuth :ts mmte pmpen..a.uttes for

i ——
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@‘2& @‘9@ @h Kul She@ﬁr Sharma| Q°Q®
both the gooed and the.evil, remains the

@"éame D@f’?elopmwf of the @‘ﬁahttes off
heart which can guide the use of the

hetghtened capacity of man only for the|

gbod of theﬁtankmctﬁas not k%eﬁt pace| .
* with the &velopme@t of the hdman inic 4’

lect. We do not have to go far to see the.

consequences of this stale of & Tairs. Re—l ”

@&ent ha@emngs t@ﬁte Wes@nw A @w
Asia are still fresh in our i.anGs Loy e;r'

abounds in South Asia, and in many cther
: soantg@Itts now;ﬂ*ne hat 5@{1@ | AT

S

@gace gre@ter attent@n to a ﬂe@tow e '@

of the gqualities of the heart, arnd cf a t

proper frame ef mind anqtat':tu de towarus!|
£ettow hu

one's own country so that 'E‘"Ql s all
conflicts may be minimized, and rm"-kv‘n:‘i

<° Q’(“

X
<

X
Q(\

X

@jen bemggms:de ulm&%tltaru%@«f

maty live In peace l0 enjoy greaternios-| &

perity magé pOSSIbIQ%y rapid @*’“nno.og;@é’
Cdl progress. Clearly, a ne & ¢t 'tire mus!,
be evolved based on oner »s< of human |
l%tgfand onegéss of relingor %0 tégge inter -
“ nal values of all the réligions narely Truth,
Compassion, Love, and Understanding
among human beings. Religion rust play
a\/ery I @@ﬁant rol jn the de&etbpment
of such a life style and culture. Religion

has alwasys played a dominant role in the

lives of the Asian peegtednd magyof the| .«

<

@‘ﬂatlons 1@31'?\513 anditis the r@@on thaé‘
one must turn to in search of relief from

the preaentdtstreesmg ttuatson andin a

fe%tructurm@ot the "r@eimt soc@ay‘ which| .
“’has long been overdue. <’

Aheartentnq feature in the present

é@@@@@& 0@“‘\ "3"5?1 snal pl L{l; IS a a ng wil %@ﬂ s #
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~lsurge mematerualwm a gr@a’t revival of

@ religious sentiments is in evidence in
many Asian countries today. This resur-
y _|gence, however, |s&related nottothe in-
& temal&falues anﬁ“@ prmcnple@ propaga%@d
by various rellglons but to the outward
forms, symbols, and attitudes with which
.« [these religions have beeq ﬁssocnat@d
' Many' of these forms and symbols have
become irrelevant or even anachronistic
o in the present socxal culturag, and tech-
4 Inolo ical enwrofjment Many of these@]re
responsible for the present tensions and
conflicts not only within socic'es but also
o amongﬁanons Religion mgs‘i comie fﬁ;e.‘@-
«“  |wardand chanelise the prasent rc igicus
tnsurge {o educate the peopie in eternal
. [religious values, and in refurmmg SO mL
slmqt.gﬁes whsc;gahave now%ecu. .1&;%
sole‘te and even pernlcnous Such and
education should concentrate on training
.& Iman’ sw‘sponse IGWard s whal happens
& laround himin away thatittioes rotgive
nse to feelings of anger , ili-will, retalia-
tion, ordeSpa:r Such an education will be
> consasténl with Wieaci"mga of all magé—
llgloﬁs Wars afd conflicte ~ininate i the
minds of men, and itis iro7> that the ariast
« {for peace must begin. 71 ke minds oi
o menﬁre mﬂuecrﬁed by 'naﬁf perceptri«?hs
of justice and fairplay ir: the society.

& Mankind has analural desire tolive in
o fan e”\ﬁiﬁ“""em of ﬁéaoe an@gmxw Iitis uf;é
«" " |operation of the social, economic, and politi-

cal systems which give nise to the phenom-
_«~ [enonoftensions, divisions, and confiicts in the:
& soc:e%;ﬁt would b@‘énd illusmto behevgﬁat
peace educauon by itself can help achieve
peace without first removing the causes which

4 getmfear tension, and conflict, nationally

e
Q“

@ andmtemabonaw “The most effective contri-
bution to peace education would therefore

e
)
N

- to come together, is still anther cause

LERE>>

corne‘fromamm‘gahon o{{mf 'S
the society, and in the world.

- Present unrest in.Asia and in-
dﬁe\a in many other parts of th&Qworld
stem mostly from poverty. from social,
religious, and ethmc discrimination,
fromi’.videe onomic dlségéntles am.‘f the
perceived ihjustice ofit all. At the inter-
national level, tensions are caused by
false.and mistaken nations of sover-
elghty natiolism, anctfrfatlonal ;merest

as well as by mutual distrust and fear'

which appear to be as story as the
avg;wed desm@ﬁamong gailons to mop-
efate and live in peacé with each ¢ other !

The existence of authoritarianism w
dictatorships in.the world also preveris
pe@pel of tb@ dtﬁerer;t?ﬁ countrlﬁs WO
are essentially peace-loving by naiure

<(®
RN N

<" Theré are various ways ift which
religion can help in mitigating tension an<
conflict. Firstly, it can emphasize g#o-
ness of relmg@éf‘ dtslungﬁlshed frQin their
established outward forms. Reli<inn
snould inculcata an adherence to moral
and spiritual va#ues w' “""a°are mf‘l&*‘i@@-"n t
pertant tian 6 o twarc ¢ " rms whiéih 1iave
to be coristantiy adjusicc lo the chznging
outwam enwmnment, nameiy that of tione,
pla@é and c&umstanws In one of the
Upanlshads Hindu rellglous scriptures),
religions are compared with cows which
may be of different colows but th@mlk
which all of them givetis white. All reli-
gions inculcate the tents of peace, love,
and mmpass:on&and none of hatred,@ ViO-
Ie[u;e. and W@}Z\"’ QQ«J S
Secondly. relzglon must under-

of wars and conflicts. o ,
|
|
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actors which
arew causun/ngum tensions and cofflicts in



iscriminition including social, ethnic,
and religious: No religion in the world
accepts any form ‘of-discrimination
lamong human beings as natural or de-
snrable Equality among human-beings
lis enjoyed by all religions alike To take
an example, in the famous Hindu scrip-
ture.Gita, Lord Krishna says: "He who
sees me in‘all beings, and all'beingsin
Me: lam not lost to him nor is he lost to
Me." vet it is the Hindu society which
is beset with worst forms of discrimi-
nation. Similarly, all of us are grimly
aware of the catastrophe wrought by
thnic discrimination.n oui par: of ihe
\world Religious difference= &t ihe state

tavel are also responsible for much of

iriction and conflict in“South Asia. Al-
wavistion Of discritination:can thus
’ngde mitigate friction £oth within ine
soceties asswell as amnng natiorns.
ISince mosft of the discrimination have
their roots in religion, it woula be ap-
propriate for religion to work also foe
an’ elimination of such discrimination:
It is true that the politicai Constitutions
of most of the countriez c2 guarani€c
aquality of afl humapdiaiiigs before 'av;
and reject all kinds of aiscrimination.
Discrimination, however, is too deeply
entrenched in society to take.the con-
stitutional provisions a living social re-
ality. The need to eliminate discrimina-
tion‘has to go beyond preachings 1o ac-
tual practice. *

Thirdly, religion can contribute
significantly to peace by working to-
wards reduction of economic dispan-
ties. All religions including Hinduism,
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam decry
excessive‘materialism and a tendency

<<Qk9>>

e e g—— TE
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impedimants to the attainmeri. ui Spir-

“tual goals. Also, overly acquisitive

socirties have with" ther - 2dsof un-
rest and conflict. One of the Hindu
scriptures goes to the extent of saying
that he who. accumulates more than
what is needed to satisfy one's most
urgent needs is.a thief. In the same
scripture, Lord Krishna:says: "l reveal
Myself to the very poor”. The task of

~ reducing disparities however, falls more

appropriately within the purview of the
state. But the task can be accomplished
effectively only when its need is ac-

" ceptedby the society. Religion canplay|

disparity by promoting a culture n

a very effective role in‘the mitigation <. |
which poverty 'ssmorally unacceplanle;

and:excessive accumutation of.wealth| .

1s deprecated.

Fourthly, religions should pla an
important role.in promoting and strength-
ening democratic institutions. It is the re-
spect for the wishes of the peopie an<
their rights that'can resuit in the esmb—'
lishment of a just socially and politica' or-
der, without which lasting peace anc har-'
mony.is not possible.

The problem before us ruw is
how to meet the critical challcnges
faced by the human society {oday.
Clearly, in view of thé traditional hold
which religion still has on the people of
Asia, itseems that only religion has the
capacity to meet this challenge. The
term 'religion’ here is meant to indicate
not its various established forms but a
way of life which lays emphasis on

those higher aspects of human action

and character which lays emphasis on
those higher.aspects.of human-action
and character which lead to greater

. — T T e e T e s - B
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