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Religion and R ;
. A Buddhist Perspective

Man is a social being. Agroup of
people makes a society, A nation repre-
sents diverse social institutional. Social
institutions are well-designed, well-ad-
ministrated and well-established with the
help of norms, values, and ethics. Reli-
gion plays a vital and vibrant role in order
to systematize a society incorporated
with these ethical values.

A country’s progress rely on social
harmony, solidarity, equity and reconcili-
ation. To bring about these good-causes
and put them into action, a society is ve-
hemently needed to be transformed by
social norms and values. A religion be-
comes a good guidance to scrutinize and
accelerate social transformation. From
very early days ofhuman-civilization, reli-
gion has been acting with deep effect as
a part and parcel of human civilization,
social transformation, and national rec-
onciliation. Hence, religion and reconcili-
ation are good-feedersto each other.

In the present context of burning
socio-political problems of Nepal, we
have to approach first, the root causes
and then analyse them carefully in differ-
ent perspectives, Any problem in a coun-
try means an offspring of both physical

and psychological problem. In other
words, conflict both in internal and exter-
«al areas of people which are inter-re-
lated, interdependent and inseparable

ecomciliation

v Bhikku Ananda
Lecturer, Buddhist Studies, TU

trom one another. The central teaching of
Buddhism, the theory of dependend origi-
nation (patiocasamuppada) also empha-
sizes thatany situation o problem s not
an automatic offspring, rather a gradual
development conditioned by cause and

effect. It further explains thus:

*  |fthisis > thatis,

+  Thisarising ~ that arising,
+  Whenthisisnot> thatis not,

+  Thisceasing > that ceasing

No let's analyse and discuss the

current problems of Nepal which are off-
springs of gradual development resulted
from long social, political, economic and
religlous suppression and inequality.

1. Economic Problem

A national reconciliation could be
brought about when people in a country
could enjoy equal-economic freedom. A
country's development solely depend on
its economic progress of people,
Economy is the key issue to enhance a
nation and its people towards prosper-
ity, Higher the economic progress of a
country, better the life standard of people.
Hence the basic problem of a country
means its economic downfall, economic-
unstablity and economic-inequality of
people. For this reason, people should
be provided the basic needs like: food,

shelter, cloth and medicine as Minimum
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- of development. Secondly a good-
P Jcation, @ good-training, and a good
help people to promote their life-stan-
ar' 4 petter and higher, similarly life be-
mes agitated and destitute when
leare depreived of these provisions.
F e Buddha, in the Chakkavatti Sihanada
2 in Digha Nikaya, reminds us the
me thus.
=nhen wealth is notequally distrib-
Jted, poverty increase:s, withincrease in
overty, there was a rise ip thefts, With
the rise in thefts, lethal weapons grew in
qumber. As lethal weapons multiplied,
ilings and murders became wide-
spread. when kilings and murder be-
came widespread, the life of people is

geteriorated....”

guddha's view on peace and prosperity
in a country certainly relevant to the eco-
nomic condition of its people. The cur-
rent socio-political problem of Nepal is
also an outcome of economic-unstablity,
economic—inequality and economic-dep-

lems like, Maoist insurgency, political
unrest. Frequent dismission of govern-
ment, widespread killings and fightings,
social-insecurity, strikes and slogans,
(Bandh and Cakkajam), rocketing prices
have resulted an anarchy in the country.
Being one of the least developed coun-
try in the world, the remote areas like far-
-eastern and far-western zones like
Rukum, Jajarkot, Salyan, Pyuthan,
Humala, Jumla in Nepal still remain in
darkness of poverty, remoteness and

W fairly and equally in the first-

It is clearly understood that the’

ivation among people. The buming prob-

—

hardlife. Life is so hard that even to sup-
ply the basic needs, people in those’ ar-
eas have to walk hours and hours tread-
ing down and up the rigorous mountanous
paths. Half of their day is spent just to
reach a bazzar, or a hospital or a school.
This long-suffering life's socio-economic
unjust consequently resulted an outburst
called "Maoist Movement' which became
a national problem in the country today.

2. Social Problem

A longwith economic problems, SO-
cial inequity has a greater impact in re-
sulting upheavals in a country. Here so-
cial-inequity means deprivation of basic

human rights which each and every citi-

zen has right to enjoy equally. As Nepal is
being a hub of multi-culture, mu_lti-national,
multi-religious and multi-language coun-
try, way of Nepalese life is shaped accord-
ing to their particular identity. Yet sad to
say that each and every Neplease does
not have the same privilege to share the
social-equity. They are deprived of equal
social privileges due to the
marginalisation with regards to caste,
creed, race and rank. Caste-system is
deeply rooted in Nepalese society for the

Hindus way thinking is greatly influenced

by vedic teachings like; Veda, puranas,

Manusmritiand so on. ,

With regard to caste-system,

Rigveda mentions thus:

e  From the mouth of Brahma (Creator),
Brahmins born, from the arms- the
Kshatriyas (the rulers), from the
thighs- the Vaisyas (the traders) and
from the feet-the sudras (the out-

(¢ ¢ T 9g)
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castes) :
It is thus, people in the samé socl-
ety divided into different social stratas-
low and high castes. This resulted to
create superior and inferior complexes
in the attitudes of Nepalese minds.
Consequently, one group of people, S0
called high caste Brahmans, always
enjoyed thé better and sophisticated fife
while so called outcastes have to lead
under-privileged life.. They are to serve
the rest of three superior castes. They are
deprived of even basic human rights like,
freedom of education, finding a good-job,
political involvement, moving freely in
public places, sharing the public
resources. They are so much downtrod-
den by the high castes that they are
reated as untouchables and they are not
permitted even to enter the temples, to
share the public places like;taps and
wells, schools and parks. For the miner
mistakes, they are liable to be punished
severely while the high-castes are free fo
commit any sort of crimes and could lead
a corrupted life. This unfair and unjust
caste-system in Nepalese cociety
provoked and out-cry resulting anti-social
movements and revolutionary-parties
like, Maoist, leninist and Marxist parties.
The Buddha was on of the greatest
social reformer in his time, who revolu-
. lionized forty-five years, wandering
tirelessly from place to place, attacking
the unjust and unfair then prevailing
social-system, beliefs and practices.
Strongly criticizing the caste system, the
Buddha said thus

‘_’/’F T
s by birth, @ hlghcaste-Brah_
[ ]

Noone
gt lowcaste-Vasala, By ong'g

own deed (behavior) become one 5
Brahman o Vasa.
ese society again effected
scrimination from long past. 5
pelief among people is tha .
pirth in @ family is sign of
Ii is a sin to be born ag ;
daughter whos€ 'birth causes to brip
defame or curse {0 her father's dynast,
gimilarly adaughter is @ heavy burden
hef father whose gateway to peave“ i
foiled due to her unfortuna-te bu‘rth_ Thus
daughter in Nepalese society is alwayg
undermined compared o @ son. She s
never provided equal rights apq
privileges along with male parteners.

The Buddha strongly opposed this
attitude of male-supremacy and wide.-
opened the door equally to the everlast.
ing freedon (Nirvana) from life's suffering
He encouraged them thus:

* "Even a woman could become 3
scholar (Pundit), if she is brought-up in
good atmosphere, provided with good

education.”

gender di
common
d aughtel"s
misf_qftune.

3. Political Problem

Due to deprivation of social and
economic equity, people get hardiy any
opportunity to involve politically in order
to gain freedom of equal right. This
tendency is much effective in the under-
privileged remote areas. In the context of
Nepal, People have been ruled by feudal-
ism, being a so called only Hindu king-
dom. People in the countryside are so
ignorant that they are even unaware about |

(¢ ¢ @ ug)




e "going on" situations in theijr day-to-
life. Those who are around anq

artial enlisted as gainers of sophist)-
Cated life. The country-siders lead just a
qomal lifé deprived of social, political and
nomic privileges.
People who are undermined and
ynderprivileged are eligible to form or
aricipate in a new party. So they have
o satisfy with whatever system of gover-
nance, rules and regulations that are
on them. They are ready to cast
their votes whenever there is an election
intheir villages, no matter whoever comes

people remain unaware about on-going
political, economic and social upheavals.
Cosequently people in Nepal cannot still
enjoy political-freedom and for years, they
are ruled by the system of One-Man-
Show, totalitarianism and autho-
ntarianism.
In order to bring about a democratic,
socialist and republican system of
governance, the Buddha recommended
the ten-fold principles of governance
(Dasa-raja-dhamma). In which, from top
to bottom and bottom to top every citizen
is equally treated and equally provided all
the facilities.

4. Religious Problem

Nepalese society that suffers
inequality in caste-system and gender-
discrimination is an outcome of dogmatic
religious influence The outcast, who are
under privileged by society, are deprived

of enjoying equal religious rights.

[ Partcularly, a non-Hindu 1s not aflowed to

, - prime ministers both in the Upper House
in power, -Thus most of the ordinary

—

enter the famous Hindu tempie : ;

Pgshupalinalh. ‘Similarly the famo. -
Hindu temple-Pashupatinath. Sim igr..
non-Hindus like Buddhists, Christians an.
I\{I-uslims are treated as second-class
Citizens in the country who are undemmined
byboth Hindus and the State. They are not
allowed to perform their programs in the
state-run media like, Radio-Nepal, Nepal-
Television and National Dailies. Politically
they are deprived of entering or represent
ing the highranking posts like; ministers,
deputy ministers, state ministers and

and Lower House.

“ Nepal'being a birth place of the
Buddha, a glory'to' Nepal, is esteemed
greatly by rest of the world. Lumbini where
the Buddha was born and become a place
of world heritage has been left underesti-
mated. The Lumbini Development Preject
is in the speed of tortoise-walr which
resulted long withdraw in progress. This
created unsatisfectoriness and frustration
in the minds of millions World Buddhists.
The Hindu state has showed deliberately
less-interest to enhance the developmen:
project.

While the country is vehemently
needed political, economic, social and
religious freedom and reforms, the state
is ignoring the reot-causes and apart
from seeking resolution to them, encour-
aging it's henchmen to perform country-
wide, meaningless and time-wasting
Maha-Yajnas. This tendency could only

1

be a fake and foolish resclution to the
current burming problems
.
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