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. India has produced a good deal of
philosophers, thinkers and great men in
various fields. It is because of the rich
cultural heritage of India that Indian
civilization and culture is a source of
inspiration to all thinking population of the
world. The Buddha and Buddhism had

contributed a lot in the making of that
glorious heritage.

The greatness of Swami
Vivekananda has seen well-mentioned by
pointing out to his contribution to national
awakening, spreading the message of
Vedanta to the mankind, revitalization of
Hinduism and to Indian philosophy. But,
his knowledge of Buddhism and his
attachment to the Buddha has been
mentioned very little, I have not read very
much about Vivekananda including his own
writings. But, whatever I read gives me
the impression that he was a Boddhisattva,
He abandoned, or suspended, his own
'|INervana, for the liberation of mankind,
out of compassion. Swami Vivekananda's
philosophy was greatly influenced by the
Buddha's scientific reasoning, non-
attachment to worldly things, sense of
duty and responsibility towards the
society. Swami Vivekananda was
especially influenced by the Buddha's
emphasis on Karmayoga. He wrote,
The Buddha is the only prophet who
: said,
"I do not care to know your various
theories
about God. What is the use of
discussing all
the subtle doctrines about the soul ?
Do good and be good. And this will take
you

VIVEKANANDA THE BODHISTAVA

Harischandra L. Singh

to freedom and to whatever truth
thereis

This great philosopher, preaching the
highest
philosophy, yet has the deepest
sympathy for
the lowest animals. He is ideal
Karmayogi, acting
entirely without motive.

Swami Vivekananda was one of
the great thinkers of India who knew and
wrote much about Buddhism. He admired
the Buddha's radical and revolutionary
views about not believing on anything
without proof and analysis. He| -
considered the Buddha as "a lion amongst
men”. Swami Vivekananda himself we also
regarded as a lion amongst men. There is
something common between these two
intellectual giants. Both were practical
thinkers and yet both were visionaries to
some degrees. It is quite exciting to me
to note that Boudhagaya, the place where
the Buddha attained supreme
Enightenment, was the first and last
place of his pilgrimage. The Swami had
visited Boudhgaya during the discipleship
under his great master Sri Ramkrishna
Paramhansa. And on January 29, 1902,
which was aso his 39" birthday the Swami
revisited it. This shows his deep
attachment to the Buddha. The Swami
had an extraordinary vision in which he
saw the figure of a monk. He wrote,

I saw the extraordinary figure of
a monk appear suddenly - from where I
do not know stand before me at a little
distance, filing the room with a Divine

et ey

9




s S —

s

m

fo‘che._ He was in ochre cloth with  challenged the Hindu idea of deities and
Kamancalu in his hand. His face bore such ~ practices like image worship.....
a calm and serene expression of
msfmrdness born of indifference to all He did not accept the concept of
hings that T was amazed and fet drawn ~the Guru, (Ramakrishna Paramhansa) which
towards him. He walked towards me with he looked upon as a slavish subjection to
Sow steps and eyes steadfastly fixed on  another infallible human being like oneself
me as if he wanted to say something. But  The absolute need for renunciation and
I was seized with fear and could not the indispensability of meditation for
keep quiet. I got up from my seat, opened ~ spiritual growth brought the Swami and
1heodoor and waked out of the roomwith The Enlightened Sri Ramakrishna
rapid steps. "but he returned to theroom  Paramhansa intimately closer to each
very soon after his mind was collectedand ~ other. His address to the Parliament of
courage restored, but the figure wasnot  Religions held in Chicago in 1893 made him
to be seen. He surmised that the formhe  an international figure, even though the
saw must have been that of Lord Buddha?  Christian and other zealots tried to
portray him as a more upstart or a sexual
The above lines expressed by the  pervert. The'way he lived and the words
Swami himself reflect quite remarkably he spoke is very much Buddhistic in spirit.
his deep attachment to the Buddha. His I am quoting his lines from his lecture
writings in the form of essays and  delivered in London in 1896, to allow the
lectures and addresses delivered in  readers to judge if T am right.
international gatherings bear a testimony._ . 1
to his vast knowledge of the ideas and "Be free; hope for nothing from
spirit of Buddhism and the impact the anyone.-I am sure, if you look back upon
splendid personality of the Buddha had  your lives, you will find that you were
in his mind. : always vainly trying to get help form others
which never came. All the help that has
The Swami wrote, come was from within yourselves. You only
"I would like to see moral men like  had the fruits of what you yourselves|
Gautam Buddha, who did not believe ina  worked for, and yet you were strangely
personal god or a personal soul, never  hoping all the time for help.”
asked about them but was a perfect
agnostic, and yet was ready to ay down References:-

—r

his life for anyone, and worked a his life 1. Vivekananda, 1896. Practical
for the good of al and thought only of Vedanta. Calcutta: Advaita
the good of all? : Ashrama. Rep. 1987.
2. Tapasyananda, Swami, 1988. Swami

Swami Vivekananda lived up to 40 Vivekananda: His life and Legacy.
years, lived the life of a celibate simply Madras Sri Ramakrishna Math.
for the search for truth and for the 3. Extracted from  Modern
liberation of man kind, remaining unfurled interpretation of Buddhism written
by the successes and showers of praise. by Harischandra L. Singh in 1994,

He was known for his indomitable 4. Vivekananda, Swami, 1896.......(1)
courage, spotless character, strong sense
of patriotism and great compassion for
he weak and the downtrodden. He openly
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