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Buddhist Thought and Asia in the 21st Century
Digitalization, Globalization and Buddhist Wisdom

Bukkyou Keiei Forum
Koshi TAKESHITA
Kansai University

I Introduction

During the last decade, information technology has made rapid progress, which is
called the digital revolution and the global economy has been emerging. In this digitalization
and globalization, our present analytical framework has got less effective and we doneed 2
new framework which will become a new common sense in the 21st century instead of the
present one. I will consider a new framework from Buddhist point of view.

One of the most important Buddhist teachings, I think;, 1s to stick tonothing. It means
that we have td be released fromeverything, treat everything equally, and make full use of
everything. This Buddhist teaching requires us to be free from the paradigm of Modemn
Western Civilization. That is one of my conclusions here and a starting point for us to get a
new framework.

First of all;in the following; I consider what the essence of Modern Western
Civilization is, Second. I point out'that our own time demands us to be free from Western
Civilization which is the basis of our present framework. Finally, I will show a new framwork
(anew commocn sense) that we get when we are free from sticking to Western Civilization. In
addition. the table on page 4 shows the key points that ] would like to make with this paper.

IT. Modern Wester Civilization: our present (unrealistic) framework:

As is well known, since the dominance of modern Western Europe was established
by the Science Revolution in the 17th century, Modem Western civilization has dominated the
whole world for three hundreds years. Contemporary world is still under the strong influence -
of Western Civilization, though its limits have been pointed out since the late 19th century and
much widely discussed today. We can see many cases that prescriptions of IMF based on
Westem value did not solve the problems of transition economies afier the collapse of socialist
countries, and did not cope well with money crisis of East Asia in 1997, but threw the
countries into confusion. It is, therefore, very important to grasp the essence of Western
civilization in considering the whole world in the 21 st century.

It 1s the combination of science with technique (modern technology) that has beena
source of stron influence of Modern Western Civilization for the last three hundreds years.
Modern technology which 1s divorced from religion and culture (value, end, and order), 1s
characterized by 'partial rationality’ and 'control'. Partial rationality means consistency only in
a sub-system without reference to rationality of the whole system (total rationality). Because
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rationality of modern technology is partial and short-term one,
sub-system completely

Partial rationality in modemn techno

' : logy has both a distinctive merit and a fatal
demerit. Modern society based on technology has been able to make tremendous progress
without reference total and long-

_ term rationality. In fact, what modern technology has
produced 1S beyond comparison with what tradjonal technique had produced. Yet, Modern

it seems possible to control the

expecially in non-European countries including Asia,
been made at the great cost of losing valuable tradition
total and long-term rationality,

In other words, modern mstary has
and culture having much relation to

It is quite natural that modern Socience should lose its owa end and lead to 'science for
science', because it excluded value and order in religion and culture and accepted utilitarian-
isminsted. Science, losing its own end and direction, necessarily results in confiision and

collapse of social order Moreover, overwhelming fruits produced by modern technology had
an great impact upon not only real world but also world of studies In the latter, the method of

III. The age of digitalization and gobalization

Inthe 1970s, economic society began to change into information-service-oriented
society. During the last decade, rapid innovation of information technology has made it
possible for us to receive and send much information without restraints by time, space and
basic attributes of human-being. Modern Western Civilization pursued partial rationality,
compressed time (historical features) and space (regional reatures), and expanded utility value
This was intensified by digitalization, and contemporary society becomes quantity-oriented
society which pursues partial rationality, where everything is standardized, qualified, and
controlled. Digitalization so far is closely connected with rationalization in the sense that
innovation of information technology expands the sphere of control. At this point,
digtalization is in line with Modemn Science.

Yet, itis probable that digitalization goes beyond the paradigm of Western Civiliza-

tion, Digitalization makes usto be free form time, space, and basic attributes of human-being.
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It does not mean that they become meaningless, but that ar_lybOdY is free to choose time,
place and person (partner). To be brief, as they become more important in digital society that
in industrial society, their features (historical, rigional, and personal features) are probably
restored. We may call it a transformation of paradigm on snciﬂrl system, that 1s, a shift of
paradigm from fixed and stationary system to flexible and dynamic one.

In fact, the global economy has been rapidly emerging as the importance of national
botindaries has diminished fast with digitilization, Globalization is not only In e€onomic scene

~s0 that we have to' consider total and long-term rationality on the globe<wide scale. We are

not able to solve the various problems in contemporary society by means of the existing
paradigm based on Modern Western Civilization, because it seems to reach the limits today,
as the earth environmental problems have shown.

Therefore, it is-abviously an indispensable precondition that to solve contemporary
problems we should become free front'Modern as time'and "Western Europe as space’, that >
is. from the paradigm of Modern Western Civilization. The Western paradigm is characterized
by dualistic. thinking. Dualism tends towards extremes or excessiveness of things, lacking
totality and leading to various problems, as has been pointed out, In contrast, Buddhism goes
beyond such dualistic thinking and has a possibility to restore toality and solve the problems

brought by Westerncivilization. Buddhism, which was born and handed down from
“'generation to generation in Asia, will surely produce anew framework instcad of the present

one. Itis often said that 'the 2 1st century is the age oa Asia', and we can see that saying best
in the sense that Asian countries where Buddhism is penetrated among people are likely to
play an important role in making a new paradigm in the 21st centruy.

IV. A new framework (a new common sense) i Buddhist Wisdom s
| Now is the time that the existing dominant pafadigm should chafge into a new one’.
From a buddhist perspective, what we should do at present 1s to be released from the
dominant paradigm of Modern Western Civilization which has dominanted the modem world
for a long time. That is a starting point for us to think of a new framework ( a new common
sense). To become free from 'Modem Western Civilization as time and space'is not to deny

it but to treat all paradigms equally without any prejudice. We should maké the most of what"

it produced, at itis common property for us human-being. But, we have to se it as harmoniously
to each society and culture as possible.
The basic principles of a new common sense, when we become free from the
aradigm of Western Civilization, are as follows;

(1) 1ntegrationof modem technology with history;efilture, and nature

(2) takingtotal and long-term rationality into cansideration.

(3) realism (restoration of reality. restoration of subject)

(4) social individual (self) based on social institutions.

(5) economy re-embedded in the whole society.
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(b) taj":iﬂgrﬂfﬂ}’ partial and sl;nrt*ten;:. ional;

, iy .
(c) objectivism (scientism, prionty of megan:gil)ty e
(d)  completely independent and rational indiv-

(e) takEﬂff economy from society (ot

) nrk_. aI] = & " o
make an effort to integrate technol ogy with b Y priority 1s not given to, but we do need to

other cai{esh as (2\);5. (B): (3) vs. (¢), (4) vs. (d), and . 3(1;;1 nature, The same holds in
viodemm Western Civilization ran to €xtremes (see Table on the next page). In

== culture, t _
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and the essence 1s to restore totality (Wholesomeness)

| [n ‘Buddhist Wisdom' we do make the best of two extremes 'for oursélves' not
n.mpm'g 10 any extreme, It'is not an easy path. It is true that €conomic golobalization m:Jh
digitalization made Western Civilization world-wide today, but it is not always true in so
other respects. At the present when technology has reached the level nf'individual %
personal computer and the Internet have shown. we come to recognize that individual is n?i
;nmpleFer independent and rational subject but he/she is based on many kinds of custom and
(m:;gﬁ:;zand community. In fhls sense, one of the basic premises of Modern
Mpdem technology pursuing partial rationality was established by being divorced
frem religion and culture, and deny ing end and humanity. The less influence religion and
Cllltlll'ff have, the bigger the confusion and disorder of studies and saqcieties become. As a
resu_lL In Modern Western Civilization, science lost its own diraction, social order and narural
“nvironment were destroyed, and humanity was lost. To restore and keep them, therefore, b
We do need to grasp the totality in tradition and culture handed down from generation to

gcncm’tim? in every society and reconsider how to make full use of it in the 21st centry.
buddhism is the infinite fountain of wisdom for us to realize it
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| science, n | * digitalization (present) | (1) * technology + history,
L
I techmque, * E'L‘ED.‘HEI]LQMYJ | *  Joss of vitality culture, nature
culture, divorce from religion | * cultural and social * restoration of cultural
nature * and culture science in confusion |~  and social sciences
exclusionof value, order | «  ¢ocial disorder * restoration of value
| 1 l (rehigion)
| part, (b) * partial rationalitv I irrationality in the whole | (2) * total rationality
whole * subdivision, specialization. : *  dehumanization * restoration of humanity
object, (c) * objectivism (scientism) | priority of method (3) * restoration of subject
subject * utilitarianism | (areaistic * realism (restoration of
L | * relativism reality)
individual, | (d) * individualism | © cgoism, liberalism (4) * indvidual (self) based
socien *social contract theory | * nationalism, socialism on social institutions
progress, * progressivism | ¥ society towards exces- * development based un4
tradition * divorce from tradition | slveness tradition l
l * loss of historicity " restnr:axmn of historicity
economy, |(e)* take-off of economy | * globalization (present) | (5) * economy re*mbcdd_e-d-h
| sociery * priority of economy | quantity —-oriented InSoclety (socal mstaons)
| soclety
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