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RAMAGRAMA EXCAVATION

J Sukra Sagar Shrestha

After the death of Gautama Buddha in Kusinagar, he was cremated there and his
relics were divided into eight parts- taken away to different eight principalities including
Kusinagar, as follows;

1. Magadh V.4 Vaisali

3 Kapilavastu 4, Allakappa
5. Koliyanagara 6. Vathadipa
7 Pava 8. Kusinagar

Since Koliyanagara also received one part of the relics, the old king, of that nagar,
it is said built the stupa containing the relices in'-Ramagrama.

After building the stupas containing the relics of Buddhas, these sites because
the centre of pilgrimage and devotion. When Asoka was converted into Buddhism after
the Kalinga war ne made pilgrimages to different sites related to Buddha and his life.
Besides the pilgnmage he thought of opening all the stupas containing the relics of
Buddha, distribution them in 84,000 parts and rebuild stupa on each of them as we!l
Thus, he opened seven of the original eight stupas but when he arrived in Ramagrama to
open the eighth he found that the stupa was being guarded by the serpent king. One the
persuasion of the king. Asoka did not dare to open the stupa.

Later on the stupa was visited by both the Chinese pilgrims, Fahien and Hiuen
Tsiang, and after that went into obscurity for more than a millennium. The site remained a
great mystery to the archaeologists for a long time. Many scholars guessed many sites to
be Ramagrama. Cunningham and Carlylle tried much to fix the site but could not come to
the nearer point.

After the discovery of Lumbini pillar in 1896, the chapter on Ramagrama was
reopened and many archaeologists tried to locate the site on the calculation of the dis-
tance and direction given by the Chinese pilgrims. The old theories on the location of
Ramagrama was discarded. Thus, T. Watters, an authority on the Chinese source of
Buddhist records and the writer of "On Yuan Chwang's travels in India, "Wrote on the
location of Ramagrama -

"It is unnecessary now to notice the openions of General Cunningham and Mr.
Carlylle as to the modemn representative of Rama of Our Pilgrims. Further researches in
Nepal Terai may lead to the discovery of some trustworthy indication as to the site of the
old city" (Watters - 1973:20) |

The siupa of Ramagrama was searched by the scholars then in Nepal Terai on
the east of Lumbini in and around the location written by the chinese travellers.

The first archaeologist who happened to come and see the stupa was Dr. Hoey a
century ago but he recorded only about the height of the stupa to be of fifty feet and did not
come back again and wrote nothing more about the stupa.

After Dr. Hoey, the prominent archaeologist from India, did not actually arrive at the
site but wrote merely on Ramagrama that "the investigation might be followed in Eastern
Terai, an effort being made especially to fix the site of Ramagrama which is probably
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north of the Gorakhpur district. He was investigating at that time specially to locate

Kapilavastu in the west.
P.C. Mukherjee was followed by S B.Deo who also merely recorded a huge

mound in Deoria Village, more that thirty feet in height and seventy feet in diameter He | J

was there in 1964. _ K
In 1974, an archaeologist, Mr. Babukrishna Rijal from department of A"Chaelogy

(DOA), visited the site and boldly decided the stupa to be pane other th_an the dhaty Stupa |
of Ramagrama. His decision was also made on the basis of calculation of the distance |

and direction given by the Chinese plgrims. in his words:

"If we count the distance of location and other local'bearings as described by thg

famous Chinese travellers the stupa situated on the bank of Jharahi river can not be s
anything but the dhatu stupa of Lord Buddha raised by the Kolians in Ramgrama |
| However, to prove my hypothesis | certainly have to wait the spade of the excavator. ' .
| present | am certain to think that the postulation of Ramagrama stupa on the bank of the |
| river Jharahi is a very logical thought, It has-not become irrevocable.” (Rijal, 1978:56) :
Since the postulation of Mr. Rijal 1s presented @above, let us also see what ' |
| pilgnims did write on Ramagrama. The first pilgnm, Fahien, wrote:
"East from Buddha's birthplace, and at a distance of five yojanas, there is kindon |

called Rama. The king of this country having obtained-on portion of the relics of the Budha's |
bodv returned with it and built over it a tope, named the Rama tope. By the side of it the i::'f |
was a pool, and ih the pool a dragon, which constantly. kept watch over (the tope),
presented offerings at it day and night. When King Asoka came forth into the world, he
wished to destroy the eight topes (over the relics), and to build (instead of them) 84, ( a_fi
topes. After he had thrown down the seven (Others), he wished next to destroy this tope. |
| But then the dragon showed itself, took the king into its place: and when he.had seen all
the things provided for offerirngs, it said to him, 'If you are ab'=vith your offerings to exce
these, you can destroy the top, and take'it all away. | will not contend with you.' The '?
however, knew that such appliances for offerings were not to be had anywhere in
world, and thereupon returned (without carrying out his purpose). 3
"(Afterwards), the ground all about became overgrown with vegetation, and the
Was niobody:to sprinkle and sweep (about the tope): but a herd of elephants came ré
larly, which brought water with their trunks to water the ground, and various kinds off
ers and incense, which they presented at the tope. (Once) there came from one of
kingdoms a devotee to worship at the tope. When he encountered the elepha s he wa
greatly alarmed, and screened himself among the trees but when he saw them.@ ﬁ _
with the offerings in the most:proper manner; the thought filléd him with great sa
| that there sould be no monastery here, (the inmates of which) might serve t e tope,
the elephants have to do the watering and sweeping. Forthwith he gave P
prohiitions Which he was bound). and resumed the status of a Sramanera. With his owr
e o e 9rass and trees, putthe pla: < in good order, and made it pure |
he power of hi e R Sy ARy i o
aresidence f{}r m::f'nks and wiee : tr?:i::; Z,Ghnipge;s -y kfng % * B e
; * ecame head of the monastery.
present day there are monks residing in it This event is of recent occurrar
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succession from that time till now, there has alwavs been : d
| .. a Sraman ead of
lishment” (Legge-1993.70) e g
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The second pilgnim, Hiuen Tsiang, recofded about lhe o
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“From this, going !hrwgh a wild forest about 500 li east, we come to the country of
Rama (Ramagrama). This country has but few houses or inhabitants.

"To the east of the old city is a brick stupa about 100 feet high. After the Nirvana of

I Tathagata the old king_ of this country, having obtained a share of the relics [Sariras])
retumed home and built this stupa. It constantly emits rays of glory.

"By the side of itis a Naga tank. The Naga frequently changes his appearance into
that of @ man, and as such encircles the tower in the practice of religion (i.e. turning
religiously with his right hand towards the tower). Wild elephants, with flowers held in their
trunks, constantly come to offer their religious offerings. close by the side of this stupa is
a Sangharama of which a Sramanera is the subdirector [Karmadana]. The tradition is
this:There was formerly a Bhikshu who had induced some fellow-disciples to travel afield
to pay reverence (to the sacred sports). Then they say the wild elephants, carrying
flowers in their trunks, lay them down before this tower. And again they saw them dig up

the herbage with their tusks, and in their trunks bring water for sprinking: the comapany
seeing this were astonished and affected with emotion.

"There was one bhikshu in the company who resolved to give up the great rules of
moral obligation, and remain there on the spot to render his religious offerings (at the
shrine). Speaking to the others, he said' 'The wild elephants, beast bom as they are,
know how to reverence this sacred tower: they gather flowers, and sprinkle water. and
sweep Ramagrama | How then can we, belonging to the human race and devotees of
Buddha, behold this desert spot and not render our religious assitance !"

"So taking leave of his companions he remained there. He constructed 2 dwelling-
place, cleared the land, and planted flowers, and cultivated fruits: he let not a moment
| pass in idleness, either during winter or summer,.

“The people of the neighboring countries, hearing of him, all contributed of their
wealth and valuables to construct there with @ Sangharama, and they besought this priest
10 take the direction of the establishment as steward. From this time through successive
generations things have been managed according to this old plan” (Beal-1973:96).

With all these bearings and postulations HMG/Nepal also accepted the idea to be
correct and declared the site to be protected Monument and brought it under Lumbini
Development Trust. After more than two decades in 1997 the geo-physical survey around
Ramagrama stupa was conducted by Bradford University of the United Kingdom in
coliaboration with the DOA and the financial support from UNESCO World Heritage
Committee. The result showed some monastic comples in a field believed by the people
lo be an unlucky field. This field is located only four meters away on northwest direction
from the stupa mound. Tl | |

The monastic complex as recorded by geo-physical survey in flusxgate
l gradeometre HP (r.4) .Q_M and Earth Resistance (1225 Ohﬂ'lﬁ) IS shown in the
fﬂllowmi ;;lea:r. after the result of goo-ph.' hysical survey was disclosed, the DOPt decided to
open the monastic complex and thus in January 1999 conducted an excavahqn. |

Since the excavation in Ramagrama was done for the first time, it planned
accordingly for future excavation also, Keeping this view in mind and the physical fea_ture
of the site, the main stupa was encassed into a square of 50 x 50 mt. and all other grid of
50 mt. squares ‘are planned. The main grid has been markec_l wttt? four bench marks
already. m other gﬁds' of 50x50 mt. will be laid down and the grids will be further divided
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into 25x25 mt. each into four again and they are numbered ACD clockwise. Then g, -
trenches of individual ABCD will further be marked with 25 trenches of 4x4 mt. with 1 mt.
balk in between. These trenches are numbered as ABCDE and A1A, A1B, A1C, A1D, A+g |
and so on.

Now for reference the beggest trench of 50x50 will be numbered numerically 1, 2.
3, 4 and so on. Second trench of 25x25 mt. with ABCD and third with 4x4 mt, wijj e |
numbered as ABCDE, A1A, A1B, A1C, A1D, A1E and so on till A4A, A4B, A4C, A4D AME |
In reverse direction, our trenches this year fallon A to A3A. The trenches opened are ﬂ'm
A, A1B, A2A, A2B, A2C.
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Q@Y - &, A9TH, WA : 081-33YUS

QUR SERVICES: Systematic Garden Design, Construction, supervision and Provision of
Gardener Fully considering of ENVIRONMENT-POLLUTION control in future. We have extende i
our services at providing. Seedlings of trees at cheaper rates. We provide many kinds of m,.

indoor plants and seedlings of various flowers, fruit and Japtneese Grass.
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HIMALAYAN AUTO WORLD
Naya Bazar, Pokhara-8, Nepal
E-mail: himalayaauto@cnet.net.np

Authorised Dealer:-
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DAELIM Motorbike (Korea), HAOQING Motorike (China), HULAS Motors (Nepal)
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GAUTAM SUPPLIERS

Chipple Dhoonga, Pokhara
Tel.: 061-21854

Whole sellers & Retailers of all kinds of plywood. teak,
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A2 HOTEL FEWA PRINCE PVT, LTD,

s Swimming pool, Food & Béverage e}

Our Facilities For Information
= &mple Car Parking Pokhara :- Tel.: 24701 Fax : 24881
E-mail: fprince@cnet.wlink.com.np
*  Kathmandu :
Tel.: 254123 / Fax: 241721
- E-mail: hotel@fewaprince wiink.com.np
Website: www.fewaprince.com
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