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Is Buddhism Atheism ?

= Harischandra Lal Singh

There is a lot of controversy about whether Gautam Buddha, the founder of
Buddhism, was atheist. For, Buddhists are not convinced of the omnipresence,

v

omniscience, omnipotence of an Almighty god above man whom he shwid;fé%r,
obey and love. Buddha's advice is to fear none and instil fear in none. There are
people who say that a human being could not be a founder of a religion unless he
declared that he was the son of a God » Or a prophet of God and therefore many
people even today are reluctant to accept the Buddha as A religious teacher. There
IS also an argument that buddhism cannot be called a religion in the traditional
sense of the term. The reason given is: the Very term ‘religion' presupposes belief |

and faith in God, His numerous manifestations, sacred words and scriptures
extolling great powers of God. Buddhism is very much against it.

The Buddha did not believe in God. He knew many many. things about the
secrets of the world. But he did not talk much about them. As he was much i
concerned with the misery of man he thought it futile to talk about high philosophies.
He wanted to alleviate the sufferings of man. He wanted man to be free from dog-
matism, bigotry and any thinking not based on reason and ethics. He wanted to |
uplift the position of man from the position of a plaything in the hands of God. lt;fs
because of his great compassion for the suffering mankind that he did noitﬁfoaf |
figh philosophies but only taught the practical ways of delivering themsemm

the vicious circle of life and the ways of leading the enabler life which will Mhad ;
them to the path of salvation. Buddhadasa P Kirthisinghe says, "The Buddl-mm |

up to the Buddha, the‘Awakened or.Enlightened One, who saw the misert af ne |

world, the dire conditions under which man live, who is ill, poor and_j--- ject to
adversity and death. He wanted to make man happy, wanted to help hi Ythe

pain and suffering which he encounters. He wanted to show him the way to nirvane
or lasting bliss ....... This, the Buddha did, not by requiring man to believe
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supernatural being, a God, or even inhimself, though nearly perfectthathe was.®

IS | - . e
Buddhism is labelled as: atheism because in Buddhism there is no faith
acceptthem. Itis these things divine authority, dogma, and blind aith-which mak
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Christianity and virtually every other religion incompatible w
Buddhism does not have them. Instead, it honours the same authority as seience
that ofimmediate experience, obsefved with unqualified attention an e

detachment. The Buddha believed that all human miseries a _ %
ambitions. The Buddha said, "I know nothing about the myst ST
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something about the misery of man."

'have tried to understand the concept of god as contained in religions I
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hism. With approaches varying tul

christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism and Bud ascribe a special role to God.

various degrees, Christianity, Islam and Hinduism * .
God is cnﬁgidered tobe umgpresent, omniscient and omnipotent. Hln»_cius cc:nsm:er
God to be the supreme reality, The source of all eternal values gnd the highest gua to
be attained. In Christianity, the highest goal is the estabhshrpent of universal
fatherhood of God. The revolution which Jesus intended to usher into the world was
expressed by his favourite phrase "The Kingdom of God." Islam,_ on the other hand,
means submission to the will of God, the Alah. Itis, therefore a religion of self-surren-
der, acceptance of the revelations and following the commands of God.

Except Buddhism and Jainism, all the other religions over}NhElmlﬂgi}’ b6|i§ve
in the existence of God. They believe that everything in this world is the manifestation
of God and His Spirit. In Buddhism and Jainism, there is no higher p_la_ce for God.
Both the religions say that man is the-maker of his destiny. Both the religions are not
prepared to accept God as the Creator, roler and the ultimate end of the world. The
Buddha was a realist at par excellence. He did not believe in anything unless he
himself experienced. So, the Buddha was not, a blind follower, a dreamer and
metaphysician. Because he was a realist he saw the futility of talking about deeper
secrets of the world and the existence of God.

For, he thought that there were so many works to do for man than merely
contemplate or speculate on deeper issues of life. So, the Buddha said, "Reading
the Vedas, making offerings to priests, or sacrifices to the gods, self-mortification
by heat or cold, and many such penances performed for the sake of immortality,
these do not cleans the man who is not free from delusions.”

Because the Buddha was arealist, a rationalist thinker and non-believer, there
was and is still much controversy about the atheistic aspect of Buddhism. It has
already been noted that the Buddha never spoke against God. The question arises,
why the Buddha did not speak much about God ata time when theism was the rule
and order of the day? The reason is not far to seek. He saw the misery of man and
the evils done to man by the cycle of ritualism, ceremonies, sacrifices created by the
Vedas, the Upanishads and other Hindu scriptures. The Buddha saw that man’'s mind
was diverted from his immediate problems and his pursuit of higher and nobler life.
Dr. Servapalli Radhakrishnan quotes from the buddhacaritra as a saying, "As for
your saying that for the sake of Dharma, | should carry out the sacrificial ceremonies
which are customary in my family and which bring the desired fruit, | do not approve
of sacrifices for, | do not care for happiness which i1s sought as the price of other's
sufferings.” Itis the Buddha's'concern for theimmediate problems of man and the
path shown by him to liberate man from the sufferings of daily life, and to enable him
a nobler and virtous life that gives modern relevance to Buddhism appealing most to
the modern mind. This is also the reason why a lot of study on buddhism is going on
in the world.
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T'hfjL Bhﬂdhj was a ba — —

_ Mandad e “EYEL N Rarma, Louen or productive intentional
106 VSIFtal ma;mesl 5 o . !
acmﬂ;' " ‘}'G;Dh” ' MCZeand srivitnaldavel~omentst man. All that we
resuit o nat we ~ Rs 1% P
are 12, 4% SULOT wiat we have 60 RLLIE ¢ 1 cuidhoughts, it is made up
of aurthougnts. Ifa man 3pea. ¢ b v

| ‘ | Hhbd Ldre thougnt, happiness follows him,
like shadow that never [ea ac nm, 'his had areat COwith or in conformity with
natyral 'Iaw;;, the |8W_” of cause and effect. One reans what one has sown, Every
action, 1.e.. cause, hasits rec |t | &, effect. Gad's existence is not proved. So its
Presence IS not proved. Therefore 't S futile to discuss about fhe existence of God,
to speculaie about God and the ke

He saw man's position reduced to insignifi-
cance becoming merely a piaythmg in

the hands of gods and goddesses.
Thus, for the first time, th

| e Buddha Prociaimed a salvation' which each man
could gain for himseif and by hims -lorthe first ime, man's position was
raised considerably. The Buddha was |

| | _ -He head foresight, a compassion-
ate mind and loving heart. This is evident from the fact that he, even after attaining
supreme enlightenment, made 3 Ceaseless

| _ journey meeting people in all walks of
iife and preaching his teachings to alleviate their sufferings. |

_ action and not a mystic and a
dreamer. His conception of God can be conceived in this line. "Unlike most of the
other prophets, he made no claim that

god was speaking through-him. He did not
bribe his people to do good Dy promisin

g them future rewards in heaven or by threat-
ening them with punishments in hell. He refused to base his moral code upon super-
natural sanctions of any kind. He believe

d that man must rid himself of his egotistical |
quest for a blissful life after death.

| &
The Buddha was a seeker of truth like a researchier and scientist. He was not
much-against the belief in God as he was against the evils caused by theism, dog-

matism. Bigotry in terms of crippling the mind of man. Time and again he asked his
followers not to believe in anything even of God, the sacred writings contained in the
Vedas, Upanishads and the other without testing. So far as | understand, no other |
religions have given this message. This is the orig

nality as well as versality of Bud- |
dhism. Call it atheism or anything you like. This is it . Sl

: _;,“:f e |

Delivering a lecture on Vedanta in London in November, 1896, Swani Ve
Vivkananda said, "l would like to see moral men like Gautam Buddha, wha&dm 25
believe in a Personal God or a personal soul, never asked about them t:outv.v.mat ¢
perfectagnostic, any yet was ready to lay down his life for anyone, and wnrkeﬂk m o
ife for the good of all, and thought only or the good of all." Iq the same_ . Ntha =
asked, "Do you think we are so moral as the Buddha?" Will the athe:stsmto
answer this question? TR

£l e Yy T W




mm@ﬁmwﬁﬁamﬁmtuﬁmw
WWMMW%WWWWWIW

mnﬁmq@mmaﬂmf' : qeTATTH WTH MIUS! {9 |

T % §,00,000/- e AT ! !
Wfqﬁqumf&TmquWﬁﬁmmﬁ

a—mn‘%ﬁvﬁﬁmqﬁfmﬂfmﬁqﬂmmﬁﬁﬁ*ml"’m” zegn, fean, ey ¥ AATEd
afroz favam wfakee dwmad G5 oF TETEE SA R FEARd ATaTITATs qiegad

e e ——

£ g - (22




e Lo

T N T e TR /grﬁ\.: e
I o

|

i qr? o -ﬁﬁq.&:t ST I TTEE AT AT TS mmm' ;
%mfrjl B a I AT | SEIT 3T I T 397 39 7 = FH AT wﬁmﬁﬂ
WX T W & T AT | SR 195 3fv ey ataiaET e e AT AR

. o ”E“fia”iaﬂlﬂﬂm NALR TaHraTaT TS g 2
G A AR A T IHA Torr e AT T e
r : TS 9 TR & w FATG 94T |

e o ke
------




___——-—__—____——-——-_—____—___——-'

hﬁm_ﬁﬁﬁwwwmmﬁwﬂﬂm' |
| s g T w ¢ g faga qfa G Arar AP I |
WWWWWWW,WWW,WWmﬁ

wud! oy

mwwmmmmmmwwm
W?hqwmmwmwwmfﬁwmm
it R | UTE SRS AT 7 JUAE A FEead AL 7 o |
qUE U W AT faat, Feey T T A |
| %ooemmgwm‘mﬁwmﬁfﬁ?w
Fisees ¥ #3797 WaTH TCUH [9a |

©00c AT TR TTHIF AALATH MEq A AIg HUGHAT 0¥ s AA T A
mmwﬁmﬁmaﬁzﬁmwmnus:‘mmﬁmw
Wmm?ﬂizmmmﬁawmw,mmw
AT O FATE & WE AE TS WOH G dlg AUEHH HLAH ATt
sTrRTaTE TR R At W g T T A FaRRe St Al ST
mwhmmuﬁmm@m@mnﬁhwmﬁwmm.
Sh b HrEAATHT TS FTT Ya AR faar | geteedrs fae] geTere
ST HIeTe G THECEH (9T |

mmﬁqmﬁmmmﬁmqﬁqﬁfwmzm
i e i EE ST A T SRiEed] qd, - T R Frea T

F st |

diciol T Aol dRIEh A

Wammamﬁfmmmwﬂﬁr:owwmwﬁaﬁmwﬁw
i T @ A ATAATAETEEATE, (RETId WEATTH A qAATdd A FAHAD] LA

Hd TIg] - (28)
S ——




— T ———

WW'WIWW ﬁnmﬂwhjmm | argqdre 1% 71
u@m'_—ﬁﬁamqm]”h{f_{@ﬂm[eﬂﬂﬁdwaqﬁf HGTQHW
wfgE UH BT T % 97 gaiirg Py

ST AT 9D e $¥ 4 Juerar v g iy g w i Qg AT

digfdfel 3R Rae aeusa

ERRlE e I eI L oL R T SS—— ;
mmwﬁqwmmm,ﬁqwm,mm,
el wora ATy ST ¥ Pvey aveer s e e gufefe R g

fdue=ren s2ner Rifax gouce

ﬁTmnH:nHWﬁ1mamﬁ1ﬁTWHnﬁ%fammfmn

&

TG I, T F&AT TATA, FAE1 9TeaT, T qgrand, T a%4d, 5 q8127 4797,

7 Fal 7 dal JUAA] JAYT Z3, Jald A= HAT |
mﬁuﬁawm"ﬂmawwmﬁm
AR F=e gdal ANTArT 9 garsd WA | Seid fwe wiaer F
Wmﬁmfﬂh?mmwmﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmqﬁm
Pﬂ&?uﬂﬁﬁmﬁmwmﬁwmwwm
g faq

ﬂqﬁmﬁmmmﬁmﬁfﬁww

W?Mqﬂmaﬁmﬁwmwwﬁﬁmmw a

Za Hﬁﬂ'ﬂj - (Y

LT A1g WIEAT v FISHIS 7 SATH RAY STA2II ATHTS, @7 ATAAATRL.
FANGd NHaTAT Y5 FA91 AUF ATUFEEF] TRHNTaT @F (00T | aariesa a9 a4 |
WGﬂWWW?mﬂmHWWWWWWWf

AT FEATIEEHT Tewvay PIgee, w2 I, O THI, wmlﬁazm#
T YT, AT FTey A, [ 3R, Wi 9ree, fagrd Tey ¢ awd WEH‘E‘EIIH

FfaveT WHIIH FTAFHAAT Ja99 T &) I AAAMNTTS AT A=Az f#'q'm
mwmmnﬁwqﬁwwrﬁammﬁﬁm -

o *-.-‘:Q{-i et =2 I, gl T e



- - _— = ——————————————————— e ——
T W= AT afere wua gerd T | |

7w e e WErS T aareq WAl | |
SWTH] STARATT AT A WA A [ D mmnﬁgm
mmmﬁmm?maaﬁm?mﬂmﬂﬁiﬁzmm

wmammwmhﬁwwwmfwl
wmwmmmmmmwﬁwrm.

dreT Reaenfda qon GO C AeRa

mrmﬁmmmﬁwmwcnﬁﬁawﬂﬁmm
TEAT FURHTHT TH A HUS B |
mw?mmmmmﬁmwmmm

draeT SURTHTTRE oA TTE g i A1 JU-ARfaE FUTTEESAT TSI ATl (FTHT FAHYA)
ATERTEY 79 (W iad), THARIGY TER ), 7R AR Y (FEEA), W faw T
fwf,mwwrmmj,mwmtmxmmtmmh

fqgrd 79 99 (@H) e 3 | r

@

304%,/0%0 TATAY FA 7 w1 ( Water Sheep Year ) TSTaE &
| S weqot groft e q-wTEA, G0 T FEiGE A A A
FAT STAEHTHAT 2 1€ A9 Tad Bl T8l T AT drd el FIHEr qur
AIETEqTaT 9 A% JAITEar ATHE | l}

oft drareT cen g off Ui eren g TRl &AfeTS I

dféga orRita o a1 T AT, GTETT-90
CEE ca ) (@ sMareree! =)

orat ay &2 a2 ol (Water Sheep Year)
WETati@! FTHEATAAT
(@3, 209e/060 I 55131 Jdd 2C3e)

1!

(] _ .
|| =, arE-0, a7 MR

| 21z - FEE, aAT, {AET A T (), AEE, YU, aHE TEERe T A ATH FUST FATEaH Jl

Jyeed & |

T:Rflaf.j - (8)







| afret gon e Teliie e SeEed FREEA S

- . o .
- -

@m‘mgﬁﬁéﬁqﬁmalmmﬁﬂmgﬂﬁ
hEhea tr@ 2l IeAE THEE Flice AN TR |
TS ¥ e G, - ¥ TN geed ¥ !
A AR FHU GBL |

q)  ferem waH q3).  ¥TH 9™

%) . giEd WU 93)  QrHATY 9T
q¥) Flae HISH
qu) RTaTST TwErET
%) FeF TS

q¥) AR

=) dgvct W

q2) T bl
30) o @EIgT Mad

)  HHTATTHR
il

) THA TP




g .-_:.lrl‘ L
¥ L ] b2
e

_I.-" ' i :'- ¥

T oy

, Eam?&%ﬁtﬁﬂwaﬁﬂmm
THREA! HEAE YAR-USI Tala vl SFHE RS

ﬁiﬁ%ﬁa@aﬁﬂlmmmﬁmgﬁw

AT AHBHSA A IGHT |

: (&) A4S M8aTd

q) I EEAT (%)  HFIH I
(%) THIT ATEAT (90)  FTTEATT ATAT
(3)  HEA TEFAl Q%) & F@Ew gg@r
(%) YT (AT (92) &9 HIE 7T

(4)  ITAHAT EH=EAr - |
(%) T inhqaﬁtﬁl Q) d]ﬂqmm

(\9) MR RIGGEE] i .

6Tl SacR Eﬁﬂi’fals?rn

H Byt LA
§ HTETET 7 & R5%0 0939 ‘?fl?' IR, ?ﬂ‘ﬁ?ﬁ , =




Wwawqa%ﬁamww@maﬁmﬁa
ol HUBA FEIENS 83 Woll AW ¥ | ¥H SUAGTAT BTAHT |
oiiafega wfea it dere e EidE auE Fue |
- e T GEim U, Y- T T Foelld T U9zl |
AT AFARL BHAL GBI l

9) S P o ?qjﬁr 93) H TEd |

%) HAd FHR 95 %)  grar e '
| 3) 7 FATE 9T q4) TeU® TaiH? 5
| ¥)  HTH g %) IS FATE !,

4 ) GEFIRIG 4TSt 99)  TF1eT. T8d<T4d ;

%) WIS FeTATd 15) A TEaH |

o) TIH FATA %) 9O TEARTS

) fEeH el R0)  ART T

%) 9ieu g ) T g3

90) <« JHATA THT R) 5T Ted?T4

19) @ FHR qred

| 9%)  HI9T 919
:,g&..!:) H5>dol IPJUUT
o ¢ < AR @, dwew

B e e e = -
_-'-'_"""'_"-" o el S
e






